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Labor joins
Kadima coalition

Israel’s Labor Party agreed to
join the new Kadima-led coali-
tion government.

Prime Minister Ehud Olmert
and Labor leader Amir Peretz
reached a deal Thursday mom-
ing and a public signing was
done later in the day, a Kadima
spokesman said.

Labor will be the biggest
gavernment partner for Kadima,
which won last month's Israeli
elections.

The Sephardi Orthodox fac-
tion Shas is in the last stages of
coalition talks with Kadima.

Labor is expected to get
seven Cabinet portfolios, includ-
ing the Defense Ministry.

Gaza air strike
kills Jihad gunman

A Palestinian terrorist died in
an Israeli air strike on the Gaza
Strip. Israeli aircraft fired missiles
at two cars carrying Islamic lihad
gunmen in narthern Gaza on
Thursday, killing one and seri-
ausly wounding another,

At least two other terror-
ists escaped before their car
exploded. Israeli security sources
said the Islamic Jihad squad was
en route to carrying out an at-
tack.

Study: Holocaust
affects Jewish identity

The Holocaust is proving
more important than Israel in
positively affecting Jewish iden-
tity among many young Jews, a
new study found.

The American jewish Com-
mittee study on young American
Jews was released Thursday.
However, the report continued,
among the Orthodox and those
who have traveled to Israel,
Israel retains a powerful positive
resonance,

The report also found that
young Jews connect to Judaism
in less conventional ways than
their elders, and that young
Orthadox adutts are likely to be
a much larger, and hence more
influential, group in the future.
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At evangelical school, Reform rabbi
presses tolerance for gay marriage

By RON KAMPEAS

YNCHBURG, Va. (JTA) — The band
praised Jesus, the pastor prayed for the

ses=a nsaved and the rabbi preached under-
standing for gav unions.

In what Jerry Falwell said was a first in
the 32 years of his Liberty University, a rabbi
helped the controversial televangelist deliver
the weekly convocation Wednesday in the
packed campus stadium.

But not just any rabbi: Eric Yoffie, leader
of the Union for Reform Judaism, who sharp-
ly criticized the religious right in an address
last November to the Reform movement’s
biennial convention.

Falwell’s invitation was a signal of recon-
ciliation after some difficult times between
evangelicals and Jews, all sides conceded.

“To communicate our concerns to their
flock is positive,” said Abraham Foxman,
national director of the Anti-Defamation
League, who like Yoffie has led recent Jewish
criticism of the evangelical right.

“By going there, he did not give a hechsh-
er,” or stamp of approval, “to Falwell's views;
he gave expression to Falwell’s reaching out,”
he said.

]
Yoffie's appearance was a salve after a
spate of differences over Christian pros-
elytizing of Jews; evangelical enthusiasm
for the Hollywood mega-hit “The Passion of
the Christ,” a film many Jews regarded as
anti-Semitic; and Pat Robertson’s recent sug-
gestion that God struck down Israeli Prime
Minister Ariel Sharon in retribution for last
summer’s Gaza Strip withdrawal,
Yoffie began by emphasizing common
ground on issues such as Israel and de-
fending persecuted religious minorities

UR)

Reform Judaism leader Rabbi Eric Yoffie,
left, stands with televangelist Jerry Falwell
during an April 26, visit to Falwell's Liberty
University in Lynchburg, Va.

overseas. He earned warm applause when
he praised evangelicals for their resolute op-
position to what he called “the moral erisis in
America.”

But he was equally resolute in laying out
Reform’s fundaments, including church-
state separation, 3 woman's right to be the
ultimate arbiter in an aborlion and legal
protection for gay couples.

“Gay Americans pose no threat to their

Continued on page 2
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friends, neighbors or co-workers, and
when two people make a lifelong com-
mitment to each other, we believe it is
wrong to deny them the legal guarantees
that protect them and their children and
benefit the broader society,” Yoffie said to
shocked murmurs, scattered hisses and
boos.

Falwell chastised his students, telling
them he had never been booed in a syna-
gogue. Aside from that, the reception for
Yoffie was warm.

Falwell said Yoffie's tone was as impor-
tant as his message.

“He cane across in a loving, respect-
ful way” Falwell told JTA after the
convocation.

]

Students said they were happy to hear
differing views, and hoped to find common
ground on other issues.

“This is an opportunity to respect and
recognize as legitimate different view-
points,” said Jenni Thurman, a sopho-
more majoring in journalisn.

Contacts with evangelicals are not
unknown in the Jewish comnunity; the
Orthodox have maintained such ties for
years.

“For a long time the Orthodox com-
munity has found opportunities to wark
on common goals with faith communi-
ties across the spectrum,” said Mathan
Diament, director of public affairs at the
Orthodox Union's Washington office. “We
work on an array of issues, and also have
our disagreements with evangelicals —
and with Reform Jews, for that matter”
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Yoffie’s appearance was a hovelty for
students at Liberty’s bucolic campus in
central Virginia’s rolling hills, where
sports trophies are emblazoned with the
slogan “Champions for Christ!”

The convecation began with an ampli-
fied hymn, students gently rocking and
squeezing their eyes
shut, some of them
clutching black bibles
in one hand and cell
phones in the other.

The whole affair
was run with the
discipline that comes
of years of televange-
lism: A teleprompter
counted down each
speaker’s time — Yof-
fie got eight minutes
and Falwell 25 — and singers, fiddlers and
guitarists moved on and off the platform
oI cue.

Yoffie said he hoped Wednesday's ap-
pearance was the start of arelationship.

8 Yoffie started with similarities between the two groups, then spoke of gay marriage

“T would hope as we move forward
there will be follow-up and there will be
coalition building,” he said.

Falwell, who said the idea to invite
Yoffie came during an interview with
journalist Zev Chafets, was noncommittal
about a follow-up.

He qualified future
relations with those
with whom he dis-
agreed; “We can differ
on many things not
essential to the free-
doms in our country”

Did those “es-
sential” things
include the contin-
ued denial of legal
protections for gay
couples? Falwell was

evasive.

“We do net believe in gay marriage or
polygamy ot any other family form than
4 wan marrying a woman singly” he
replied. L

The perils of Jewish e-commerce

By RACHEL SILVERMAN

NEW YORK (JTA) —When Tlan Alon,
a 27-year-old Israeli living in Los Angeles,
decided to launch a Jewish version of eBay,
he never intended to be a rabble rouser.

Unfortunately for Alon and three fel-
low entrepreneurs — Miron Moalen, 29,
Daniel Scherl, 33, and David Stern, 37
— JewishBuys.com has found itsell’ knea-
deep in controversy since its launch gix
months ago.

In addition to Dead Sea cosmetics,
kosher wine and chuppah decorations,
the Web site contains books of Holocaust
propaganda, T-shirts that say “Shalom
Motherf***er” and Jewish stars adorned
with crosses, courtesy of Jews for Jesus.

Most of these items are posted by Jews
— and opposed hy other Jews, Alon says.

“We got reactions like, ‘How can you
post that?” " Alon said. “ ‘How can you let
people put those T-shirts on the same Web
site as books of Torah? ”

The company may be small, but its tra-
vails illustrate how difficult it is to define
what makes a site “Jewish” as entrepre-
neurs jostle for attention in the burgeoning
e-conunerce sector.

JewishBuys.com began when its found-
ers met in an eBay chatroom.

“We did research and discovered that
one of the top selling items on eBay is Juda-
ica.” Alon explained. “We realized there’s a
hig market for thal.”

The site has grown to include 400 sellers
and more than 2,000 registered users.

The way JewishBuys.com is structured,
users ave free to sell any item they like
__whirh, until now, has allowed items with
o Jewigh content, or that some Jews might
find offensive.

Some users have capitalized on this
unregulated environment. One post, reads,
“Who doesn’t want peace?”!! We sure do,
bhut we express it in our own way with this
“Shalom Motherf****1” shirt.”

A few clicks away stand sacred Jewish
texts and relics from the Holocaust.

Though such items have angered some
shoppers, Alon said he doesn’t like the idea
of playing cop on the site.

But that stance has proved problematic.
One user decided to sell a book of Nazi pro-
paganda on JewishBuys.com to hightight
the lack of an on-site filter.

For now, Alon and his partners are
considering some form of oversight. He
said the team plans to start removing items
that evoke Jews for Jesus paraphernalia,
that involve nudity, or are not connected to
Judaism in some way. L]
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AlCommittee marks 100 years of global diplomacy

By DINA KRAFT

TUNIS, Tunisia {(JTA) — In a meeting
room of gold silk curtains and tiled walls, a
delegation from the American Jewish Com-
mittee takes its seats at a long, glass-topped
table facing Tunisia’s foreign minister and
his aides.

Soon the questions begin: When will Tu-
nisia resume official relations with Israel?
What is the country’s stance on Iran?

These questions are de rigeur for the AJ-
Committee, which is sometimes called “the
State Department of the Jewish people” be-
cause of its frequent meetings with leaders
of foretgn countries.

AJCommittee board members and activ-
ists traveled to Tunisia last month as part
of a multi-country tour marking its 100th
anniversary.

The diplomatic mission included stops
in five European capitals, Morocco and Is-
rael, meeting with presidents, government
ministers, NATO officials and the pope.

The group is also planning a several-day
forwm in Washington beginning May 1 that
leatures political and intellectual notables
from around the world. )

“It’s unbelievable access,” said Stepha-
nie Pulver, an AJCommittee member from
New York who was among those in Tunisia.
“It allows us to try to bring up issues that
are important to the community and learn
about the couniry and the problems they
are having.”

[ ]

The AJCommiitee was founded in 1906
by American Jewish elites, mainly of
German Jewish background, who were
alarmed by the Kishinev pogroms in czarist
Russia and wanted to protect and sirength-
en Jewish commnunities around the world
by promoting democracy and pluralism.

Today, it has 33 chapters in the United
States and a presence in 20 countries, ad-
vocating for Israel and haman rights and
against anti-Semitism and terror

The group faced a crisis during the
1940s, when ifs president, Joseph Pros-
kauer, opposed Zionism.

Indeed, the AJCommittee left the Ameri-
can Jewish Conference, an umbrella orga-
nization, in the 1940s because it opposed
Zionism, according to Brandeis University
histerian Jonathan Sarna.

“Many people thought the organization
would not survive,” said Sarna, a member
of JTA's board of directors.

But after World War U, the AJCommit-

tee began to recognize the importance of
the State of Israel, and it soon rebounded in
importance.

In the postwar era, it worked success-
fully for the inclusion of a human rights
provision in the UN. Charter and in 1985
was integral in convincing the Vatican to
issue the Nostra Aetate, which absolved
Jews of the collective responsibility for
Jesus’ death.

Among its recent achievements are help-
ing to persuade the U.S. government to ban
the Hezbollah television
station, Al-Manar, and
working with the Polish
government to build a
memorial at the previ-
ously neglected site of
the Nazi death camp
Belzec, where 500,000
Jews were killed.

The AJCommittee is
known for its “deep re-
search” of issues, Sarna
said, and for working
behind the scenes in establishing contacts
with high-level international leaders.

It came as little surprise when in 2004,
the AJCommittee opened its Transatlantic
Institute in Brussels, the home of the Ewro-
pean Unien.

“The ability of the committee to re-
invent itself to change as American and
world Jewish conditions change is quite
extraordinary,” Sarna said. “Not all Jewish
organizations can do that.”

]

Now, the AdJCommittee’s longtime
executive director, David Harris, said the
organization has its work cut out for itself
in the future.

“The threat of nuclear weapons prolifer-
ation, radical Islam and the potential mar-
riage of extremists and weapons of mass
destruction” are among the main issues the
organization will attempt to address at a
time when the United States will no longer
be the sole superpower, Harris said, speak-
ing during the Tunisia trip.

In Israel, the entire delegation of some
200 people gathered for the centerpiece of
the mission, where they met with senior
government ministers, army officials and
academics.

Harris said he envisions the AJCommit-
tee continuing two tracks of involvement,
one involving Israel-Diaspora relations, the
other promoting relations between Israel
and other countries.

In Germany, they heard Foreign Min-
ister Frank-Walter Steinmeier pledge not
to back down on demands on Hamas; they
heard Stephan Kramer, secretary-general
of the Central Council of Jews in Germany,
proudiy describe Germany’s growing Jew-
ish population of 120,000 as the third-larg-
est in Kurope.

“This s a very hopeful place at a time
when in the last five days we have not seen
& ot of hope,” Kara Newmark of St. Louis
said at a gala dinner at Berlin's Adlon Ho-
tel, referring to the previous
visit to Israel.

Said Harris: “If you said
to the AJC folks in 1946,
‘Falks, put on yvour calen-
dar for 2006 a gala dinner
in Germany’ peaple would
have declared me certifiably
mad and retired me to the
farm. But maybe the 160th
anniversary of AJC wili be
celebrated at dinners in Teh-
ran, Damascus.”

|

Indeed, the AJCommittee is paying spe-
cial attantion to the Arab world, sald Jason
Isaacson, director of the group’s office of
government and Lnternational affairs.

“Part of the issue is Jewish concerns
and communities, but it is also about there
betng only a billion Muslims in the world,”
he said. “We obviously need to be talking to
them "

In Tunisia, the visiting delegation heard
from officials who touted the recent visit of
Silvan Shalom, Israel's foreign minister at
the time of his visil,

The Tunisiab-born Shalom was given a
festive homecoming by Tunisian govern-
ment officials in a visit that some suggested
indicated warining ties between the two
countiies.

Still, those same government officials
were reticent about when Tunisia might re-
assess its relationship with Israel. Tunisia
broke off formal diplomatic ties after the
start of the second intifada in 2000,

These discussions are normal for the
AJCommittee, which often talks with for-
eign diplomats and officials .- especially
during the UN's General Assembly every
Seplember The nations that sit with them
often are seeking Jewish clout in their deal-
ings with the U8, government. B2

{JTA Foreign Editor Peter Ephross in
New York and correspondent Toby Axelrod
in Berdin contributed to this report.)
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By CHANAN TIGAY

NEW YORK (JTA) — At a recent confet-
ence on Israeli start-up companies, a group
of young investors stood in the hallway
chatting animatedly about Israeli busi-
nesses and venture capital opportunities.

They were particularly surprised by
the growing number of health care-related
firms that had come from Israel to the con-
ference — held at the Newark offices of
telecom giant IDT — to hawk their wares.

There was FlowMedic (Israel) Ltd.,
a company that develops non-invasive
treatments for circulatory difficulties;
InspireMD, which develops coronary and
cartoid stents; and DBrainSavers, which
has developed a program to maintain and
improve brain function as individuals age.
And there were several others.

Had the conference, sponsored by young-
StartUp Ventures, been held five years ago,
it would have been dominated by
Israeli high-tech firms, the inves-

tors said. Now, thoutgh, on the eve YOM

of Israel Independence Day 2008,
businessmen looking to launch
sustainable companies since the
high-tech bublle burst are furn-
ing to health care.

The growth is “an outcome of invest-
ment over the last 20 vears,” said Jacob
Dagan, managing partner of ProMed, a
financial investment firm with a focus on
Israeli biotechnology companies. “But it
takes time. You see the results over the last
five years.”

(]

Israel long has been on the cutting edge
of medical research, from Parkinson’s to
diabetes. But if necessity is the mother
of invention, Israel’s precarious security
situation has led to a significant investment
in the defense industry Much of the sci-
ence hehind new medical devices Israell
companies are developing originated in the
defense realm, observers said.

Among these firms is Given Imaging
Litd., which developed a miniature, dispos-
able video camera that can be fitted into a
capsule and swallowed, giving doctors thou-
sands of images.of a person’'s intestines.

“The brain behind the product designed
missiles with sophisticated imaging sys-
tems,” Dagan said. “The infrasiructure in
Israel for devices is very developed. All of
them are based on technology that came up
from the defense industries.”

HA'ATZMAUT
FEATURE Israel.

“There are far more start-ups
and much mere entrepreneur-
ship on a ratio basis than there is just about
anywhere else in the world,” sald Adam

youngﬁtartUpenures

Participants mingle at a canference on lsraeli start-up companies in March 2006.

That doesn’t mean that strictly high-tech
companies are no longer thriving in Israel:
they still represent some three-quarters of
Israeli start-ups.

But the bictech and health care indus-
tries are growing — gquickly, no-
ticeably and successfully Some
70-100 new biotech companies
now are created each year in

Farber, COO of IDT
Ventures, the telecom
company’s venture capi-
tal arm.

“If you compare it to
countries that are 100
times bigger than Is-
racl,” Dagan said, “they
don’'t have this kind of
growth.”

Health industry
firms are receiving a
great deal of financial
assistance from the office of fsrael’s chiel
scientist, ingiders say

]

“They’re really making a very big effort
to move the technology along,” said Henry
Kay, an executive in new market develop-
ment and strategic planning for the Boston
Scientific Corporation, a medical device
company in Massachusetts.

Israeli start-ups also have been aided by
government-funded incubators, where com-
panies are provided with laboratories and
offices te get their projects off the ground.

There are now some 30 incubators in

Tsrael, including some in peripheral areas,
an effort Lo encourage scientists to expand
beyond Israel’s urban centers. These incu-
bators increasingly are being privatized.

Kay whose company has invested in
several Israeli firms, said he has noticed a
jump in the number of biotech conferences
held in Israel over the past three to four
yaars. He recently returned from cne, and
received an invitation to another in late
Mav, he said,

n

Nevertheless, Kay said some Israeli
firms still have things to learn if they hope
to compete in the inter-
national market.

“The technology
that I see is superb,” he
said. “However, there’s
a nalvete on how to deal
with American venture
funds” and how to turn
a good idea into a mar-
keting strategy.

Also  coinplicating
matters for health-care
companies is the fact
that other fields allow for a quicker “exit”
for investors. Because regulatory barriers
for standard high-tech companies are rela-
tively low compared to medical companies,
they can be built, developed and sold more
quickly, giving investors a quicker reiurn
on their money

In 2000, Dagan said, Israeli venture
capitalists raised $3.7 billion; in 2003, they
hrought in just $14 million. In 2006 they're
expected to raise %600 million — a marked
improvement, to he sure, but far short
of the amounts raised at the turn of the
century B
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Israel shares her freedom with Muslim refugee

By BRETT KLINE

YEMIN ORDE, Israel (JTA) — In the
days leading up to Yom Ha'atzmaut, a
young African Muslim refugee recalled
how the Jewish state shared its hard-won
freedom and haven with him.

Chen Geffen, then called
Salah, was a child shepherd, tak-

ing camels out to the dry fields i YOM

near Tibesti, Chad.

Soldiers began coming to the
village and enlisting local chil-
dren in the army to fight against
rebel forces. The soldiers blind-
folded the children, and anyone who tried
to escape was shot.

Geffen's older brother and father were
taken to an army camp. He never saw
them again. However, his mother man-
aged to bribe an officer with a cow, and
Geffen found himself in a truck heading
for the Sudanese border.

Geffen stayed for three months at his
grandfather’s house in Darfur, Sudan,
never going outside because he saw sol-
diers rounding up children.

“I heard about massacres, and then my
grandfather told me to leave,” he said. “In
fact, T had walked into another civil war.”

His mother had taught him that the
greatest Muslim prophet was Musa,
known to Jews as Moses, so he prayed
to Musa as he walked and hitchhiked to
Khartoum, the capital of Sudan.

From there he took a bus to Shelatin,
on the border with Egypt. He saw people
loading camels onto trucks heading for
Cairo, and instinct told him to get a job
with them.

n

In Cairo he met other Chadians, who
told him to go to the Sinai region, where
there was work in tourism. After police
hassled him for not having ID papers, Gef-
fen and a companion made it to the Sharm
el-Sheik resort area.

There he met a freckled, redheaded
man. His friend said that the “man was
a child of Moses and lived in a country
called Israel,” recalled Geffen, who until
then had not heard of Israel. “He said
that Israelis ate people and were danger-
ous. [ was afraid of his red hair But thenI
talked to him.”

The Israeli, who spoke Arabic, told Gef-
fen he could have a hetter life in Israel. He
gave Geffen money and told him to go to
Israel.

HA'ATZMAUT
FEATURE

“] prayed to Musa, and that’s when I
made the connection between what my
mother always told me about the prophet,
and Moses of Israel,” Geffen said.

He began walking north.

He made it to the border at Taba and
found a hill where people crossed over. He
tried to pass at night, but was
caught by Israeli soldiers and
taken to a jail cell in Ramie, in
the center of the country.

His jailers were immediately
won over by his perpetual, op-
timistic smile, but didn’t know
what to do with the teen. They
talked about returnning him to Egypt.

“T told them [ would kil myself,” Gef-
fen said.

Israeli officials talked to officials from
the United Nations High Commissioner
for Refugees. After several days and much
paperwork, the youth became a member
of the Geffen family on Kibbutz Tze’elim
in the Negev.

“I have four children,” Ya'acov Gef-
fen said, “and they
all toock Chen in as
a brother You see,
my father came to
Mandate Palestine in
1932. Half of his fam-
ily was killed by the
Germans in WWIL
They couldn’t get out
of Poland, and had nowhere to go anyway.
Now we have given this kid a place to go.”

Geffen stayed several months on
Tze'elim but could not resist the lure
of the big city He went to Tel Aviv with
a friend from prison and spent a year
there working in a restaurant. Everyone
thought he was Ethiopian.

“People treated me very well,” he said,
“even when I told them I was not Ethio-
pian and that I was Muslim. I decided then
that I wanted to become Jewish. [ want
to be a part of the people who saved my
tife”

- One contact led to another. Geffen went
to live in the Yemin Qrde Youth Village,
where educator Chaim Peri has put to-
gether a school for immigrant youngsters,
mostly Russians and Ethiopians.

Geffen studies English, history and
nmiath at Yemin Orde and takes classes in
religion te prepare for his conversion.

The story would end there if not for
Peri. Four other African boys aged 13 to 17,
two from Guinea-Conakry and two {rom

(s P

Brett Kline/JTA
Chen Geffen, a Muslim refugee from
Chad, sits en the grounds of the Yemin
(Orde Youth Village school in Israel where
he is now a student.

Sudan. crossed the border from Egypt
near Gaza just before
Pesach and wound up
jailed in the Negev.

Peri inter-
vened with the courts
and arranged to have
the boys moved to Kib-
butz Tze'elim, and for
them to attend a seder
at Yemin Crde. The UNHCR has granted
the Guinean boys the right to live in Yemin
Orde, and they are already enrolled as stu-
dents there.

However. because the Sudanese hoys
are subjects of a country officially at war
with Tsrael, Peri says the United Nations
has denied them the right to attend school
in Yemin Qrde and has given them until
December in Tze'elim.

Peri said he had a court order allowing
the youths to live and study at Yemin Orde.
A UN. official countered that Israeli courts
cannot violate Israeli law in that manner.

The four already have a person they
look up to in Israel, someone who made
the same journey they did — Chen Geflen.
Getfen took a petition arcund to Yemin
Orde students, asking that the four be al-
Iowed 1o go 1o school there. Peri says all 450
students signed the petition.

“1 want them here,” Peri said.”l he-
lieve ihat kids who escape genocide and
make it {0 Israel should be allowed to live
hiere.” ]
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Foundation pursues grrrl power

By RACHEL SILVERMAN

NEW YORK (JTA) — It’s not unusual
for participants in Rosh Hodesh: It's a
Girl Thing!, a nationwide enrichment
program for teenage Jewish girls, to
jump from Judaic teachings to

San Francisco area that targets Jewish
teens,

Run by Shalom Bayit, a parent out-
reach center, the program’s youth-led
workshops draw on Jewish values and
perspectives.

On the East Coast, the

modern-day society. FOCUS Washington-based Jewish
Even so, this may have been ON Women International group
the first time the Purim tale of ISSUES offers an informational tool-

Queen Esther was likened to
the popular TV series “Ameri-
ca’s Next Top Model.”

“It's exactly the same,” Natalie Op-
penheimer, 11, explained to her peers
one recent Sunday afternoon, sitting
cross-legged on her basemenl floor in
suburban Philadelphia.

“Half of what people see is al-
ways what you look like. It's just
reality"”

As a chorus of “uh-huhs” rose from
the crowd, the convarsation, which took
place over pizza and a few cases of soda,
drifted from Miss America to Ahasu-
erus, Megillah readings to Elle Maga.
zine and body image to perceptions of
women in the ancient world.

The Rosh Hodesh group was founded
by Kolot, the Center for Jewish Women’s
and Gender Studies at the Reconstruc-
tionist Rabbinical College, and then
spun off to the independent feminist
organization Moving Traditions.

Deborah Meyer, Rosh Hodesh's na-
tional director, described the program’s
eclectic nature as a drawing point for
participants.

“This is not Hebrew school or day
school or something that you have to
do,” she said.

“They're practicing a Judalsm that
really meets their needs, that really
speaks to their lives.”

[

Rosh Hodesh is just one of several
programs working to empower young
Jewish women today,

Other initiatives tackle domestic
violence, eating disorders, physical in-
activity, self-esteem and general health,
among other things.

The Hadassah Foundation, estab-
lished in 1998 as a funding arm of the
women’s Zionist organization, has be-
come a major source of income for such
initiatives.

Love Shouldn’t Hurt is a dating
violence prevention program in the

kit called When Push Comes
to Shove.. It's No Longer
Love,

The package includes a short film
documenting Jewish experiences with
relationship abuse, as well as a discus-
sion guide to the issue utilizing Jewish
texts.

Other, more
secular programs
have been adapted
to serve a Jewish
audience as well,

Harvard Medical
School  colleagues
Catherine Steiner-
Adair and Lisa Sjos-
trom are working
to create a supple-
ment with Judaic
texts and values to
the wellness guide
they published in
January. That curricutum, Full of Our-
selves, aims to boost teen and pre-teen
girls’ self-esteemn while preventing the
development of eating disorders.

Other programs, like the Women’s
Sports Foundation’s GoGirlGo! praject,
serve a mixed demographic through
Jewish community centers around the
country.

A physical activity and health out-
reach program, GoGirlGo! tries to get
girls aged 8 to 18 involved in physical
activity, using champion athletes to
deliver messages on sports, fitness and
nutrition.

-

Experts say the need for such mate-
rial and programming is critical. Ac-
cording to Kathryn Wheeler, who serves
as executive director of the Girls’ Coali-
tion of Greater Boston, only 6 percent
of philanthropic dollars are allotted to
programming specifically geared to-
ward girls.

Wheeler, whose umbrella organiza-
tion coordinates networking, education

and advocacy for girls in the Boston
area, said coed programming is more
likely to pay attention to boys.

“Girls are underserved in current
programs,” she said, speaking at a
March 5 Hadassah Foundation lun-
cheon called “Growing Great Girls,”
which brought together activists for a
roundtable discussion on the feminist
agenda. “We still have not achieved
equity”

[

For Jewish girls in particular, the
situation may be even graver.

Steiner-Adair argued that Jewish
girls are more valnerable than others to
sating disorders due to the high stress
levels and expectations for achievement
placed on them.

For example,
at the Renfrew
Center, an eating
disorder clinic
in Philadelphia,
13 percent of the
beds go to Jewish
patients, Steiner-
Adair said, far
more than the
percentage of the
local  population
that is Jewish.

Hadassah
Foundation director Linda Alishuler
said the foundation undertook its grant
campaign after a strategic planning re-
view found "alot of unimet needs both in
Israel and the United States.”

“Many girls in the American Jewish
community are fortunate to come from a
comfortable financial background,” she
said.

“That doesn’'t mean all their emo-
tional and psychological needs are be-
ing met.”

She also expressed hope that the cam-
paign would spur more Jewish involve-
ment among young Jewish women.

“A lot of women in our chapter were
saying, ‘We want something for our
daughlers, something for our nieces,’”
Altshuler said.

Betsy Landis, president of the Jew-
ish Women's Foundation of New York,
secanded the call to arms.

“If we wanlt a healthy Jewish popula-
tlon in 25 years. we need to be talking
about girls and doing whatever it is they
want to do,” Landis said. #
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Non-Jewish duo
makes funny
bar mitzvah film

By TOM TUGEND

0S ANGELES (JTA) — “Keeping Up
With The Steins” proves that you
Rdgadon’t have to be Jewish to make a
funny Jewish film.

Case in point is the father-son team of
Garry and Scott Marshall, with the younger
one directing the movie and the older one
just about stealing the show as a hippie
Jewish grandfather, who teaches his yuppie
descendants that there’s more to a bar mitz-
vah than throwing the most lavish party in
upscale Los Angeles.

The film opens with an aerial shot of a
cruise ship, whose bow displays a giant ban-
ner “Mazal Tov, Zachary” The theme of the
celebration is the last voyage of the Titanic,
complete with a iceberg mockup, from which
emerges a bevy of scantily clad mermaids.

Hosting the simcha is Arnie Stein (Larry
Miller), and his trophy wife, whom he met at
a Texas wet T-shirt contest.

Among the guests, and gnashing his
teeth, is Adam Fiedler {Jeremy Piven),
Stein’s business competitor, accompanied
by his wife Joanne (Jami Gertz) and nerdy-
looking son Berjamin (Daryl Sabara),
whose own bar mitzvah is coming up in a
few months.

Driving home f{rom the Titanic bash,
Adam Fiedler starts obsessing about his
heir’s bar mitzvah party. It's not enough to
keep up with the Steins, he has to put on a
bash that will crush and humiliate his rival.

As Adam’s fevered mind nears the break-
ing point, up poos his father Irwin (Garry
Marshall), pony-tailed and hippie-clad,
along with his spaced-out blonde girlfriend
Sandy (Daryl Hannah).

“When I was in seventh grade, I went to
over-the-top bar mitzvahs all the time,” Scott
recalled. “At that age, it was about the only
place you could meet girls and socialize.”

After shooting three separate bar mitz-
vah ceremonies or parties for the movie, he
said, “Through this experience, I feel I have
finally become a man.”

“Keeping Up With The Steins” opens May
12 in New York, Los Angeles, Chicago, Phila-
delphia and Miami, followed by other cities
in subsequent weeks. i
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Immigrant students learn Holocaust

By TOBY AXELROD

LAKE WORTH, Fla. (JTA) — Lubomi
was a shtetl in Poland. People worked
there, had families, went to synagogue,
fell in love, even ate ice cream.
Its inhabitants were among the

6 million Jews murdered in the FOCUS
Holocaust. ON
Now imagine that shtet] com- 1SSUES

ing to life again, in the hearts
and minds of teenagers at a
Florida high school.

Since February, some 600 students at
Lake Worth High' School — mostly of
Haitian and Latine background — have
been reading and writing about Lubom],
creating woodcuts, baking challah, build-
ing a memorial and making bracelets with
a bead for each lost family.

On May 10, the
students will plant a
tree in memory of the
Jews of this shtetl and
for the 6 million who
were killed in the Ho-
locaust. It will stand
near some palms in
a courtyard of their
sprawling campus.

It started as an idea
of reading teacher
Abbe Snyder, who wanted to do a new Ho-
locaust education project this year.

Rochel and George Berman, who head
the Florida Chapter of the American
Society for Yad Vashein, recominended
the English edition of the Luboml Yizkor
Buch, or memorial book, which is filled
with short stories about the life and death
of the shtetl, all told by eyewitnesses.

x

The book, written by survivors and
others who had emigrated before the war,
is “absolutely poetic,” Berman said. “It
was a dreamy sort of recollection of how
much they loved their town.”

The book begins with stories of daily
life in Luboml, in today's Ukraine. Ger-
man troops entered the town in June 1941.
In October 1942, virtually all the Jews in
the area were killed in a mass shooting on
the outskirts of town.

The Luboml stories were put in the
hands of students aged 13-20. Erin Riley’s
English studenis wrote their own fictional
stories. Gary Swigert's shop class started
working on a memorial. Sharon Crocilla’s
students began working on woodcuts

hased on photographs from the book.
Snvder’s students used the stories to hone
their reading skills.

One afterncon, Snyder split her read-
ing class in half and had the students dis-
cuss the stories. She overheard
“four Haitian girls vakking
away a mile a minute in Creole,
telling the story of Luboml.”

“The Nazis shouldn’t have
taken them away and done that
o them because they were good
people,” said Jennifer Rivera, 15, who said
the stories about Luboml’s marketplace
reminded her of the flea market in Lake
Worth.

“When T used to live in Haiti, we all
used to live in a little town, we used to
know each other, we knew each other's
business, we all could relate, you know,”
said Mendel Surpris,
18.

But his family felt
threatened by law-
lessness in Haiti and
wanted to leave. This
helped him identify
with the residents of
Luboml.

“I mean, how
would wyou like to
live in a place where
you are threatened? Where you don't feel
comfortable, where you can’t do what you
want?” Surpris said.

The project has become a pilot program
with support from Yad Vashem; Aaron
Ziegelman, a New York businessman born
in Luboml who financed a documentary
and museum exhibition on the town; and
LEAH. the League for Educational Aware-
ness of the Holocaust.

]

There were some tough questions:
One bov sald he thought the Jews must
have done something to deserve what hap-
pened,

1 asked, ‘What did the Africans do to
deserve slavery? 1 keep trying with the
kids to do 4 paraliel,” Snyder said. “And 1
do think they get it.”

Fov Surpris, who graduates this year,
the experience may provide inspiration.

“l write poetry about people, 1 like
strong people, heroes,” he said. “And to
me, the people whao died in the Holocaust,
they were kind of like heroes. They had
the will to live, thai was the key: the will to
live. And 1 respect that” ®
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NEWS IN BRIEF

Ex Mossad chief: Hamas negotiations possible

The former director of the Mossad spy agency said Israel
shouldn’t rule out negotiations with Hamas.

Efraim Halevy called the terrorist group that heads the Palestinian
Autharity a “deadly enemy,” but said that “in certain circumstances,
and if they meet certain requirements,” relations could change.
Addressing the Conference of Presidents of Major American Jew-
ish Organizations on Thursday in New York City, Halevy said those
precanditions would include a strong Hamas-led government that
honors past agreements and does not allow terrorist attacks.

He said Hamas should not be forced to recognize Israel ahead of
negatiations, "We need to show them the carrot from time to time,”
he said.

Iran reports new missiles

Iran has procured North Korean missiles capable of reaching
Eurape, Israel’s military intelligence chief said, Ha'aretz on Thursday
quoted Maj,-Gen. Amos Yadlin as saying that Iran recently received
a shipment of BM-25s from Pyonyang, boosting its locally made
Shihab missile batteries,

The BM-25 is capable of carrying nuclear warheads and has a
maximum range of 1,500 miles. in February, German media reported
that Iran had ordered 18 disassembled BM-25s from North Korea,

New interagency task force on Arab Israelis

A coalition of American Jewish leaders initiated a task force on
Israeli-Arab issues,

The seven founders hailed from the Anti-Defamation League,
Conference of Presidents of Major Jewish Organizations, American
Jewish Jaint Distribution Committee, UJA-Federation of New York,
New fsraef Fund, Alfred and Hanna Fromm Fund, and Andrea and
Charles Bronfman Philanthropies.

Israeli Arabs make up nearly 20 percent of Israel’s population,
but are underrepresented in politics and land ownership. They also
face educational and health care inequities within the country, and
increasingly are politically radical.

More jail time for Rabin assassin's hrother

The brother of Yitzhak Rabin’s assassin got extra jail time for
ihreatening Ariel Sharon’s fife. Netanya Magistrate’s Court on Thurs-
day sentenced Haggai Amir to one year's imprisonment for telling
jailors last year that he could make a phone call and have Sharon,
wha at the time was Israel’s prime minister, “blown away.”

Half of the sentence will be served concurrently with Amir's cur-
rent 16-year jail term, handed down for his complicity in his brother
Yigal's shooting of Prime Minister Rabin in 1995.

Israeli on American arts hoard

The American Academy of Arts and Sciences admitted an lsraeli
musicologist.

The prestigious academy this week announced it was making Don
Harran, a musicology professor at the Hebrew University of Jerusa-
lem, 2 foreign honorary member for 2006.

Harran joins 175 new fellows and 20 new foreign honorary
members, amang them two former presidents of the United States,
the U.S. Supreme Court chief justice, a Nobel laureate and a number
of Pulitzer Prize winners.

Amang the areas of Harran’s research, which extends from the
15th to the early 18th century, is the Renaissance.

He has placed special emphasis on Jewish art music at the start

of the modern era, including wamen as poets and composers, rabbis
and their speculations about music, and early compaosers,

Israelis go for hoops title

Maccabi Tel Aviv, lsrael’s leading basketball team, is again in the
European league’s Final Four. The semifinals and finals will be held
Friday through Sunday in Prague’s Sazka Arena,

Maccabi Tel Aviv won the European championship in 2004 and
2005 and was in the finals in 2001,

A record number of Israelis are expected in Prague for the tourna-
ment, according to Czech media reports,

NORTH AMERICA

Coalition calls for Sudan action

A coalition of rabbis, activists and political leaders in New York
called on the international community to help end genocide in
Sudan.

The group included Ruth Messinger, president of the American
Jewish World Service; Jaseph Potasnik, executive vice president of
the New York Board of Rabbis; New York State Assembly Spaaker
Sheldon Silver; and Nawab Agha, president of the Ametican Muslim
Congress, among others.

Just days befare Sunday’s Save Darfur rally in Washington, they
recommended steps for the international community to take.

The gathering, held acrass from the United Nations, was the sec-
ond such event organized by the Conference of Presidents in recent
weeks,

Activist Jane Jacobs dead at 89

Writer and utban activist Jane jacobs died at age 89.

The urban development theorist died this week at Toronto West-
ern Hospital. Jacobs was born to a Jewish family in Scranton, Pa., and
moaved to New York City during the Great Depression,

She confranted the city over development plans for her neighbor-
hood, including a planned highway through Washington Square Park.

She settled in Toronta in the late 19605, partly to protest the
Vietnam War.

She is best known for her 1961 book, * The Death and Life of
Great American Cities,” which changed the way people view urban
spaces.

Influenced by her home, situated over a candy store in Mar-
hattan’s Greenwich Village, Jacobs suggested short, multipurpose
streets, dense populations and buildings that were diverse in age
and function,

This countered the belief, commenly held at the time, that govern-
ments should level poor urban neighborhoods to make room for new
housing or highways. Jacobs was made an officer of the Order of
Canada in 1996,

WORLD

Nazi war crime convictions up

The number of ex-Nazis convicted of war crimes maore than tripled
in the past year, the Simon Wiesenthal Center said. In a report issued
this week as Israel marked Yom Hashoah, the center said there were
16 convictions of Nazi war criminals worldwide between Aprif 1,
2003, and March 31, 2006, 2 320 percent increase over the previous
year.

But the report rapped countries, including Austria, for refusing to
cooperate in the investigation and prosecution of Mazi war criminals
on their turf,




