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Soldier slain
in Gaza Strip bombing

An Israeli soldier was killed
by a bomb in the Gaza Strip.

The soldier was fatally wound-
ed by a remote-detonated mine
Thursday as he fortified a patrol
zone in Rafah, a Palestinian town
on the Gaza-Egypt border.

Hamas claimed responsibility
for the attack.

Justice minister
issues warning to rabbis

Israel’s justice minister said
rabbis who call on religious
soldiers to refuse to evacuate
settlers could face legal action.

"We are not indifferent to the
pain and anguish of those who
oppose disengagement,” Yosef
“Tommy" Lapid told Army Radio on
Thursday, referring to Prime Minister
Ariel Sharon’s plan to remove all
settlements from the Gaza Strip and
four from the West Bank next year.

“But | would like to issue
a warning to far-right rabbis:
Gentlemen, there are limits to
the justice system's patience with
those who spread sedition among
the religiously observant.”

Austria’s air force
escorts Israeli president

Israel’s president, on a visit
to Vienna, got an air force escort
due to a security threat.

Two military jets were scrambled
to accompany Moshe Katsav's heli-
copter Thursday after Austrian radar
operators spotted an unidentified
plane on a collision course with it.

But the plane’s pilot turned
out to be innocent of any wrong-
doing, and no one was hurt.

The incident happened as
Katsav — the first Israeli head of
state to visit Austria — was en
route to the site of the former Mau-
thausen concentration camp, where
100,000 people, mostly Jews, were
killed during World War II.

In a ceremony at the camp,
Katsav and Austrian President
Heinz Fischer laid memorial
wreaths, offered prayers and
observed a minute of silence.
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Sen. Arlen Specter (R-Pa.), on the campaign trail.

With attention on presidential race,
congressional races fly under radar

By MATTHEW E. BERGER

makes sense that Allyson Schwartz’s

campaign headquarters sits above a
Russian Jewish market on a small
strip mall: After all, Schwartz is
considered to have the best chance
of any candidate to join the Jewish
caucus in Congress.

The Democratic Pennsylvania
state senator is running to replace
Rep. Joe Hoeffel (D-Pa.), who is trying to win
a Senate seat.

Schwartz has received support from Jew-
ish Democratic donors but is in one of the
most competitive open seats in the country,
running against Republican ophthalmologist
Melissa Brown in the state’s 13th district.
The two have been attacking each other with
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negative advertising.

Brown accuses Schwartz of having
“radical views,” such as opposing the death
penalty in all cases and supporting tax .
increases. Schwartz counter-charges that
Brown committed insurance fraud
with her husband when they founded
a doctor-owned HMO.

The race also has focused on health
care and the war in Iraq.

A Keystone Poll taken late last
month had Schwartz leading Brown
by 45 percent to 32 percent.

Schwartz’s is one of the few congressio-
nal races the American Jewish community
is watching intently this year. While 2002
elections saw Jews support challengers to in-
cumbents seen as anti-Israel, in 2004 the com-
munity is focused more on aiding vulnerable

Continued on page 2
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B They’re not getting much attention, but congressional races are important

Continued from page 1
incumbents and picking sides in a number
of open Senate races.

By and large, however, politicos are
focused on the tight presidential race, and
aren’t paying close attention to battles for
the House and Senate.

Yet analysts say this year’s congres-
sional races are vitally important. Demo-
crats have a chance to take control in the
Senate, which could help funnel through
a lot of social policy programs backed by
Jewish groups that have stalled in the Re-
publican-controlled Congress.

The House is likely to stay Republican,
but Democratic gains there also could help
the Jewish social agenda, analysts say:.

The majority party has the ability to
introduce legislation and chair the com-
mittees that process and mark up bills.

[ ]

There always is interest in increasing
the number of Jews in the Capitol. Cur-
rently, there are 26 Jewish representa-
tives, most of whom do not face serious
challenges for re-election, and 11 Jewish
senators, five of whom are up for re-elec-
tion this year.

Sens. Barbara Boxer (D-Calif.), Charles
Schumer (D-N.Y.) and Ron Wyden (D-Ore.)
do not face strong challenges this year.
Two — Sen. Russell Feingold (D-Wis.) and
Sen. Arlen Specter (R-Pa.) — are in tough
races.

The most closely watched race in the
Jewish community involves Rep. Martin
Frost (D-Texas), the second-longest serv-
ing Jewish Democrat in the House, who
is up against Rep. Pete Sessions (R-Texas)
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in a redrawn district that heavily favors
Sessions.

Jewish Democrats from across the
country have been aiding Frost. Sheldon
Cohen, a former IRS commissioner, hosted
a fund-raiser for Frost in the Washington
area that attracted more than 30 people at
7:30 on a weekday morning.

A recent Dallas Morning News poll
showed Frost trailing
Sessions by six percent-
age points.

Jewish Democrats say
the former minority whip
holds influence in the
chamber from his role
on the House Democratic
Steering Committee, and
as the senior Democrat
on the Rules Committee.
He also has been a vocal
advocate for Israel.

The only Jewish House member not
seeking re-election this year is Rep. Pe-
ter Deutsch (D-Fla.), who unsuccessfully
ran for the Democratic nomination for
Florida’s open Senate seat.

Debbie Wasserman Schultz, who also is
Jewish, is seen as Deutsch’s likely succes-
sor in a heavily Democratic district.

David Ashe’s chances in Virginia have
risen since Rep. Ed Schrock (R-Va.) got out of
the race amid an Internet-based rumor cam-
paign. Ashe, a veteran of the 2003 Iraq war
who is Jewish, is up against Thelma Drake, a
member of Virginia’s House of Delegates.

Democrats also are looking at two
other challengers: Jan Schneider, who
faces an uphill battle to unseat Rep. Kath-
erine Harris (R-Fla.), who beat Schneider
in 2002; and Paul Hodes, an attorney chal-
lenging Rep. Charles Bass (R-N.H.).

]

In the Senate, eyes are focused on Spec-
ter, who seems likely to defeat Hoeffel to
win his fifth term.

Specter is leading in the polls by almost
20 points. He has focused his campaign on
support for the Iraq war, as well as steel
tariffs, an important issue in Pennsylva-
nia. Hoeffel has countered by discussing
the Republican-backed tax cuts and his
record on the environment and abortion.

The Jewish community also is watching
the South Carolina race in which Inez Te-
nenbaum, the state’s superintendent of edu-
cation, is taking on Rep. Jim DeMint (R-S.C.)
for a seat now being held by a Democrat.

Tenenbaum’s husband is a pro-Israel
activist on the board of the American Is-

, Any Democratic
gains in Congress

could help the
~Jewish social
agenda.

rael Public Affairs Committee. In her
campaign advertisements, however, she
has stressed that her parents were church
elders and she has touted conservative
issues, such as the constitutional amend-
ment against gay marriages.

Tenenbaum’s election would be consid-
ered a boon for the pro-Israel community,
though some polls show her 10 points be-
hind DeMint.

Not all races of interest
to the Jewish community
involve Jewish candidates:
One of the most closely
watched Senate contests
this year involves a candi-
date who beat out a Jewish
challenger in the primary.

Betty Castor, a former
Florida state commis-
sioner of education, won
her Democratic primary
despite being attacked by Deutsch, who
suggested Castor allowed an Islamic Ji-
had ally to operate a front for the terrorist
group at the University of South Florida
when Castor was the school’s president.

Jewish Democrats now are trying to
restore Castor’s image in the community
as polls show a dead-even race. Castor has
reached out to the American Israel Public
Affairs Committee and other Jewish groups,
and supporters say she expects to win alarge
portion of Florida’s Jewish vote.

Republican Jews have been focusing
their attention on unseating Senate Ma-
jority Leader Tom Daschle (D-S.D.) and
have been giving money to his challenger,
former congressman John Thune, in a
tight race. Recent polls are divided as to
who is ahead.

Daschle has been a strong proponent
of Israel and Jewish domestic policy con-
cerns. Thune also is considered strong on
Israel. The race has focused primarily on
Social Security and health care, as well
as Daschle’s record opposing Republican
initiatives in the Senate.

There is disappointment in the Jewish
community that Rep. Cynthia McKinney
almost certainly will return to Congress.
McKinney was unseated by Rep. Denise
Majette (D-Ga.) in 2002, with the Ameri-
can Jewish community heavily backing
Majette because of what many saw as
McKinney’s strongly anti-Israel positions.

Majette shocked many earlier this year,
giving up her House position to run for an
open Senate seat that many assume will go
Republican next month. L]
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Jewish poverty growing, N.Y. survey says

By RACHEL POMERANCE

NEW YORK (JTA) — Jews who think
New York is the center of the world aren’t
that far off — it’s certainly the center of
the American Jewish world.

That’s one of the findings that emerges
from the Jewish Community Study of New
York: 2002, coordinated by the UJA-Fed-
eration of New York and released at the
federation’s offices Oct. 14.

Just how Jewish is New York? One out
of every eight people in the eight-county
New York metropolitan area identifies as
a Jew, in comparison with one in 50 in the
United States as a whole.

Despite Jewish migration to the South
and West of the country, huge growth in
the Orthodox and Russian-speaking com-
munities has kept the number of nearly 1.5
million Jews in New York stable over the
past decade.

Given the wave of Jewish immigration
from the former Soviet Union over the past
decade, Russian-speaking Jews now make
up roughly one-quarter of New York Jewry.
In addition, the proportion of Jews over 75
has more than doubled to 11 percent since
the last such survey, in 1991.

Those factors, together with large num-
bers of fervently Orthodox Jews with big
families in New York, help account for a
key finding of the survey: growing Jewish
poverty, which has climbed by 35 percent,
at a time that general poverty in the area
has declined.

In fact, there are more poor Jews in New
York — some 244,000 — than there are Jews
in all but the largest Jewish communities
elsewhere in America.

Bits and pieces of the survey already had
been released, but this was the first time
that the full report had been presented.

“All the major news is out,” said Jacob
Ukeles, the survey’s principal investigator.
“The critical question now is the extent to
which the community is going to utilize the
information. This is a tool.”

Among the critical findings are:

» Elements of Jewish engagement:

Israel is a corner-
stone for New York
Jews, with 92 percent
calling the survival of

Russian-speaking 1

« Shifting religious affiliation:

Since the 1991 survey, the percentage
of New York Jews identifying with the
Conservative and Reform movements has
fallen from 34 percent to 26 percent and
from 36 percent to 29 percent, respectively.

But more respondents identify as Or-
thodox, up from 13 percent to 19 percent,
or do not identify with any movement, up
from 13 percent to 25 percent.

« Shifting geography:

The Jewish population has relocated in
the past decade. Westchester County’s Jew-
ish community jumped by 40 percent, while
the Bronx lost 45 percent
of its Jewish population.

The Jewish commu-
nities of Brooklyn and

jche State of Israel very JEWS now m ake Staten Island grew by 23

important. : percent and 27 percent,
While 73 percent of up rOUgh|y~ respectively.

New Y.ork Jews attended one-qu arter of . Ipcreasmg inter-

a Jewish cultural event marriage:

or a JCC activity, only
half of all households
are affiliated with a con-
gregation or Jewish organization.

Furthermore, the survey found that
congregational membership corresponds
to Jewish engagement. For example, 43
percent of Conservative households that
belong to a congregation light Shabbat
candles, compared to 21 percent among
those that are not synagogue members.
Nonmembers often cite cost as an obstacle
to synagogue membership.

) etropolitan Council on Je Poverty
New Yorkers line up outside a food pantry affiliated with the Metropolitan Council on
Jewish Poverty in September 2003.

New York's Jews.

At 22 percent, the in-
termarriage rate among
New York Jews is about
half that for American Jews as a whole. But
even the New York rate has increased, with
36 percent of New York Jews marrying non-
Jews in the past five years, compared to 26
percent in the previous eight years.

Of the 61,000 children of intermarried
households in New York, 30 percent are be-
ing raised as Jews.

«The impact of Jewish childhood
experiences:

In households where the survey re-
spondent had no Jewish childhood experi-
ences, only 30 percent belong to a Jewish
congregation. Households in which the re-
spondent had the highest degree of Jewish
childhood experiences show a 75 percent
rate of synagogue membership.

[ ]

Beyond these findings, the survey mines
information from Jewish engagement and
philanthropic patterns and sheds light on
the most vulnerable elements of the com-
munity, like the elderly and single-parent
households.

William Rapfogel, executive director of
the Metropolitan Council on Jewish Pov-
erty, has seen some of the shifts reflected
in the survey taking place before his eyes.

“Just seven or eight years ago we were
providing about 400 or 500 families with ko-
sher food every month. Today we’re provid-
ing 12,000 families with kosher food every
single month,” he said. ]
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Kerry's record deserves U.S. Jewish support

By STUART E. EIZENSTAT

WASHINGTON (JTA) — As an Ameri-
i can, a Jew and a for-
mer public servant, I
strongly support John
Kerry and urge my fel-
low Americans and the
American Jewish com-
et munity to do likewise.

i At a time of un-

precedented challenge,
Sen. Kerry’s long and distinguished career
in the United States Senate and the values
he would bring to the presidency make him
the right person, at the right time, to lead
our country.

I have known and worked with John
Kerry since he entered the United States
Senate in 1985, have testified in hearings
he chaired on environmental and energy
security issues, and have admired his lead-
ership on the Senate Foreign Relations
Committee.

e

[

First, John Kerry has been a lifelong
advocate for Jewish causes. He was a firm
supporter for the right of Soviet Jews to
emigrate in the 1980s. He supported my
efforts at securing justice for Holocaust
victims in the 1990s.

Today he is an outspoken advocate for
justice for Hungarian Holocaust survivors
who are trying to obtain justice from the
United States over the Hungarian Gold
Train captured by the United States — over
the objections of the Bush administration’s
Justice Department.

Sen. Kerry has been outspoken in con-
demning anti-Semitism in the Arab world
and in Europe. He has a 19-year voting
record of 100 percent support for Israel,
consistently supporting higher levels of
U.S. aid, opposing weapons sales to Israel’s
enemies and supporting Israel’s security
needs in forcefully responding to terror-
ist attacks that take innocent Israeli lives,
and, most recently, standing up for Israel’s
right to build a security fence.

Few things would do more to enhance
Israel’s security than Sen. Kerry’s energy
program, which encourages alternative en-
ergy sources and conservation and makes
us less dependent on volatile and increas-
ingly expensive Middle East oil.

Second, John Kerry stands for the social
values that animate our Jewish religion

and our prophetic vision: advancement
of civil rights at home and human rights
abroad; an active concern for the disad-
vantaged; a positive program for poverty
reduction; a tolerance for those with differ-
ent lifestyles.

In our Yom Kippur service, we have read
the majestic Haftarah from the prophet
Isaiah that embodies the values so many
Jews hold dear to this day, and which I
believe is best represented in the social val-
ues of John Kerry: to “let the oppressed go
free. . .to deal thy bread to the hungry. . .to
see the naked and cover him. . .to relieve
the afflicted soul.”

His detailed, market-based health care
program offers the best hope of providing
coverage for the over 40 million Americans
without any health care
insurance, and in keep-
ing soaring drug prices
down.

Third, John Kerry
is better prepared for
the presidency and to
be commander in chief
in this time of world
challenge than virtually
any modern candidate.
He knows war up close and has the med-
als and awards to show it. He has spent
almost two decades making foreign affairs
his specialty, meeting with world leaders,
traveling widely, analyzing the challenges
of weapons of mass destruction, develop-
ing anti-terrorism strategies.

]

A Kerry foreign policy will help end
the estrangement the Bush administra-
tion has created with our key allies in
Europe and countries around the globe,
making them more effective partners of
the United States in the fight against ter-
rorism, and relieving some of the burden
now on American soldiers and taxpayers.
He will reinvigorate NATO, which should
have been used from the start in the war
against the Taliban in Afghanistan. He will
have credibility in dealing with the United
Nations.

Sen. Kerry’s four-point program for Iraq
offers the best hope of shifting responsibil-
ity to the Iragis and our allies and remov-
ing U.S. troops within a four-year period.
He will also make the kinds of investments
in homeland security, in protection of
ports and critical infrastructure that will

Kerry stands for
the values

that animate
Judaism.

make terrorism on U.S. soil less likely,
while aggressively pursuing the war on
terrorism on all fronts.

Fourth, at a time of stagnant job growth
and bloated federal deficits. John Kerry has
proposed plans to reduce the federal deficit
in half, develop creative tax incentives for
job creation and to encourage companies to
create jobs in the United States rather than
abroad.

But this election is also a referendum on
the performance of the Bush administra-
tion. The Bush campaign has become the
most negative in modern times, because
they cannot run on their own record. They
have to make the American people forget
their record and try to tear down Sen.
Kerry, a celebrated war hero. Consider the
following:

» With tax cuts heavily
benefiting the most wealthy
and with slow economic
growth, the administration
has squandered massive,
hard-earned government
surpluses under President
Clinton and created a sea
of deficit spending as far
as the eye can see. This
year will see the largest federal deficit in
American history;

»The President will be the first since
Herbert Hoover to have no net job creation
over a four-year term. Indeed, we have lost
over a million private sector jobs;

« Poverty levels have increased sig-
nificantly over the past four years and the
number of Americans without health care
coverage has increased to some 45 million;

« Per capita incomes are stagnant and not
keeping up with the rise in inflation; and

«The administration has taken the
country to war in Iraq based upon faulty
premises, threatening alliances.

1 will be proudly and enthusiastically
casting my vote for John Kerry and John
Edwards on Nov. 2. I hope overwhelming
percentages of American Jews will do so
as well. L

(Stuart E. Eizenstat was chief domestic
policy adviser to President Jimmy Carter.
In the Clinton administration, he was U.S.
ambassador to the European Union, under-
secretary of commerce, undersecretary of
state and deputy secretary of the Treasury.
He was President Clinton’s special represen-
tative on Holocaust-era issues.)
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Kerry's road map would lead to nowhere

By MARTIN PERETZ

BOSTON (JTA) — Like many Ameri-
can Jews, I was
brought up to be-
lieve that if I pulled
the Republican lever
on the election ma-
chine my right hand
would wither and, as
the Psalmist says,
my tongue would
cleave to the roof of my mouth.

According to the Bible, of course, these
are actually the feared consequences of
forgetting Jerusalem. Now, while there
are many reasons one might want to vote
for John Kerry, remembering Jerusalem
—remembering to stand up for the State of
Israel — is not among them.

[ |

It is true that candidate Kerry’s cam-
paign pronouncements have been unexcep-
tionable from the pro-Zionist point of view.
Yes, he flip-flopped on the miles of trenches
and fences Israel is building to defend itself
from the plague of terrorism, first attacking
it as “another barrier to peace,” then accept-
ing it as “a legitimate act of self-defense.”

He has also foundered concerning what
can be expected of Yasser Arafat. Just as
Arafat was launching the second intifada
in 2000, Kerry asserted optimistically that
we must “look to Chairman Arafat to exert
much greater leadership.” Three days later,
he portentously declared the obvious on
“Face the Nation,” calling the Israel-Pales-
tinian conflict “an extraordinarily compli-
cated, incredibly deep-rooted problem.”

What made this problem so extraordi-
nary and incredible? “Arafat has forces
around him, underneath him, close by him,
that are working against what he is doing,”
Kerry said by way of exoneration. (And, to
sustain the moral equivalence of the par-
ties in his head, Kerry added, “The same
is true of Prime Minister Barak” — which
was nonsense, as there wasn’t a single such
person in Barak’s circle.)

By now, to be sure, Kerry thinks that
the chairman’s support for terrorism has
already rendered him unfit as a partner for
peace. And his votes in the U.S. Senate (like
all but a handful of senators’) have been
routinely friendly to Israel.

So why am I still exercised about John
Kerry?

It’s the ramifications of his foreign policy
in general, especially his fixation on the
United Nations as the arbiter of internation-
al legitimacy, proctor of that “global test.”

Save for the American veto in the Securi-
ty Council, Israel loses every struggle at the
United Nations against lopsided majorities.
In the General Assembly and Human Rights
Commission, Muslim states trade their votes
to protect aggressors and tyrannies from
censure in exchange for libels against the
Jewish state. The body’s bloated and dishon-
est bureaucracies are no better, as evidenced
most recently by the head
of the UN. organization
for Palestine refugees,
who has just defended
having Hamas militants
on his staff.

I've searched to find
one time when Kerry
— even candidate Kerry
— criticized a UN. ac-
tion or statement against
Israel. I've come up empty-handed. Nor has
he defended Israel against the European
Union’s continuous hectoring.

]

Another thing that bothers me about
Kerry is the deus ex machina he has up his
sleeve: the appointment of a presidential
envoy. It’s hard to count how many special
emissaries have been dispatched from
Washington to the Middle East to solve the
Arab-Israeli conflict. What'’s easy to see is
that none of them has gotten to “yes.”

In recent years, both George Tenet and
Gen. Anthony Zinni have served in this
meaningless position. And who would
Kerry designate? He first suggested the
sanctimonious Jimmy Carter and James
Baker, Bush 41’s secretary of state.

Then he found out — why he didn’t
know this is another matter — that both
Carter and Baker were deeply distrusted
by the Israelis and by American Jews.
There was no mystery as to why Carter
(well, how does one say this?) is not exactly
a friend to the Jewish nation and, besides,
his favorite politician in the Middle East
was the mass murderer Hafez Assad. A
huge beneficiary of Saudi business, Baker
was adept at pooh-poohing concerns about
Israeli security.

So we are left with Kerry’s other puta-
tive designee, Bill Clinton, whose national
security staff was so mesmerized by the

Kerry’s muddled
| foolishness reflects

a sense of politics as
desperate theater.

mirage of a quickie Israel-Palestinian
peace at the end of his term, that, accord-
ing to the 9/11 report, it couldn’t be both-
ered take out Osama bin Laden after the
attack on the USS Cole. Clinton succeeded
in squeezing Israel into the extravagant
Camp David and Taba formulae, but failed
to get Arafat to go along. At least for Israel,
these proposals are now toast.

This muddled foolishness reflects Ker-
ry’s sense of politics as desperate theater.

Kerry asserts that it is “Israel’s pres-
ence [in the territories that] puts Israel in
difficult circumstances
and obviously creates
an enormous handle for
Osama bin Laden for all
the radicals and extrem-
ists to hang on to.” But
this stands history on
its head. It is not the
occupation that caused
the conflict. It is the
very existence of Israel
— even within the unbearably narrow 1949
cease-fire lines.

Kerry seems to have nostalgia for the
peacemaking ways of Bill Clinton. But what
Clinton actually bequeathed to George W,
says Israeli journalist Aluf Benn, was “an
Israeli-Palestinian war and a total collapse
of the hopes that flourished in the 1990s.
The height of the peace process during
the Clinton era, the Camp David summit
in July 2000, was a classic example of inept
diplomacy, a rash move whose initiators
failed to take into account the realpolitik,
misunderstood Arafat and brought upon
both Israelis and Palestinians the disaster
of the intifada.”

Bush has committed Ariel Sharon to a Pal-
estinian state and to a withdrawal from some,
though certainly not all, of the settlements.

Yet there it is. And with his understanding
of, and sympathy for, the Israeli predicament,
Bush has coaxed from Sharon an agreement
to withdraw unilaterally from all the Gaza
settlements and from four in the West Bank
— something even left-wing governments, as
Benn puts it, “were afraid to do.”

Kerry, meanwhile, appears ready to
formulaically follow the failed precepts
of the past, complete with photo-ops and
multiple interlocutors. This is a road map
to nowhere. ]

(Martin Peretz is the editor in chief of
The New Republic.)
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Derrida influenced Jewish studies

By RABBI DAVID SEIDENBERG

LOS ANGELES (JTA) — Jacques Der-
rida, the founder of deconstructionism who
died recently in Paris, will be remembered
as one of the most important philosophers
and Jewish thinkers of the past century.

Derrida’s impact reached not only the
fields of philosophy and literary theory,
it also opened the door for new blood and
fresh ideas in Jewish studies.

Derrida’s academic followers in the
United States were responsible for popular-
izing the study of midrash and the use of
midrashic ideas to comment on all variet-
ies of literature. His work opened the door
for rabbinic texts and methods to become
popular in the secular academy, beyond
Jewish studies departments.

Though Derrida never impacted popu-
lar Jewish culture in the United States, he
had a profound influence on an important
group of Jewish studies scholars, includ-
ing Edith Wyschograd, Elliot Wolfson and
Daniel Boyarin, along with others who
applied his questions to Jewish texts and
Jewish problems.

Derrida’s personal history was interwoven
with the complex history
of the French Jewish
community. Raised in a
Sephardic Jewish fam-
ily in Algeria during the
French colonial period,
he was expelled from

school when the Vichy H :

government barred Jews d‘ametn Ca“y

frog the glassfroorlil. 1 Opposed to the
errida’s family relo- Bt

cated to France in 1949, 'aUth.Or“ 5 lnten

and he taught at the Sor- ’ . e

bonne and the Ecole des
Hautes Etude en Sciences Sociales in Paris,
but he was displaced from what he felt to be
his home.

[ |

Asaleading French intellectual who was
both inside and outside the Jewish com-
munity, inside and outside Europe, inside
and outside the philosophical academy,
Derrida’s life embodied some of the contra-
dictions and paradoxes of being Jewish in
modern Europe.

Derrida was ambivalent about how
significant his Jewishness was to his work.
Helene Cixous, the French feminist phi-
losopher who also grew up in an Algerian
Jewish family, explored this ambivalence
in a book titled “Portrait of Jacques Der-

In decontructionism,
every act of writing
Creates-meanings

rida as a Young Jewish Saint.”

Derrida was closely associated with lead-
ing Jewish thinkers and writers in France,
working in dialogue with Emmanuel Levi-
nas, the revolutionary moral philosopher
who wrote volumes of essays on the Talmud,
and passionately advocating Edmond Jabes,
whose novels about the Holocaust were filled
with the maxims of fictitious rebbes.

Derrida even signed one of his essays
“Reb Derrisa” — meaning, perhaps, “the
rabbi who laughs” — reminding his read-
ers both of his Jewish background and of
his connection to Jabes’ characters.

Derrida’s philosophy was part of the
postwar zeitgeist that rejected modernism
and structuralism — or, more simply, that
rejected the idea of real progress and the
existence of real identities.

Derrida famously said, “There is no
thing outside the text,” and his writings
were full of the kind of language play and
neologisms that allow one to reinterpret
words without end.

]

Though Derrida’s work was extraordi-
narily difficult to read, the practice of de-
construction, which uses tools of interpreta-
tion to read “against the
grain” of a text, can be
explained as a method
for showing that any text
is “undecidable” and
that every act of writ-
ing will create meanings
diametrically opposed to
the author’s intention.

Derrida’s  writings
often took the form of
commentaries, and he
spoke about writing “in
the margins of philoso-
phy,” as one of his book titles proclaimed.
By validating the reader over the writer and
the unintended over the intended meaning,
Derrida unleashed a powerful movement
to read texts subversively, independent of
their explicit message.

Responding to his work, some promoters
of Derrida in America, like Geoffrey Hartman
of Yale University and Susan Handelman, for-
merly of the University of Maryland and now
at Bar-Ilan University in Israel, claimed that
deconstruction represented the emergence of
a new kind of “secular midrash,” a kind of
Jewish or rabbinic method within Western
and Greek-influenced thought.

The idea that everything was textual
and that all possible contradictory mean-

tion:
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Jacques Derrida

ings could be contained within any text is
remarkably parallel to the way the rabbis
approached Torah, and this parallel was
intoxicating for many Jewish scholars.
However, for Derrida, God, like the au-
thor of any text, was an absence, not a pres-
ence that could back up a text’s meaning.
Derrida’s work embraced what some
saw as moral nihilism and others saw as
intellectual liberation. Derrida himself
became the object of intense controversy
after the wartime fascist sympathies of
one of his close collaborators, Paul DeMan,
were revealed in the same year that Der-
rida published a book about his philosophi-
cal father Martin Heidegger that discussed
the meaning of Heidegger’s Nazism.
DeMan, who taught at Yale for many
decades, had written for a pro-fascist pa-
per in occupied Belgium. When Derrida
defended DeMan’s integrity while only
thinly critiquing his wartime writing, crit-
ics from both conservative political circles
and from Jewish studies departments saw
this as proof that deconstructionism was
incapable of taking a moral stand.
Derrida always maintained that de-
construction was inherently political and
was focused on taking responsibility. Even
while denying the possibility of knowing
truth, Derrida was a sharp advocate for
human rights and freedoms. |
(David Seidenberg, who studied with
Derrida in the summer of 1986, has a doctor-
ate in ecology and Kabbalah and is a Con-
servative and Renewal rabbi who teaches in
California and throughout North America.)
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Kids book follows
the biblical path

By PENNY SCHWARTZ

OSTON (JTA) — When Bruce
BFeiler’s “Walking the Bible” hit

bookstores in 2000, the 434-page
book became an instant bestseller, tapping
into a groundswell of grown-up readers
thirsty for knowing more about the world
once inhabited by Abraham, Noah and
Moses.

With the late-September release of the
kids version of the book, Feiler extends the
opportunity to a younger generation who
can open the book, travel the biblical world
and capture Feiler’s sense of enthusiasm
and marvel for the Bible as a living map
and guide.

The inspiration for the original book
came at a precise moment, Feiler writes, as
he stood with a friend on a hilltop overlook-
ing Jerusalem and realized that the histori-
cal site of the biblical story of Abraham
and Isaac was at a place, a real place he
could visit.

“In the Middle East, the Bible is not
just a book. It’s a living, breathing entity,”
Feiler writes.

At that moment Feiler’s grand sense
of adventure was set in motion. He was
determined to travel the route of biblical
stories with illustrations and photographs
and write about the experience.

[ ]

In a recent phone conversation from
his home in New York, Feiler said his
journey with archaeologist Avner Goren,
who served as his guide, took about one
year, traversing “10,000 miles, three con-
tinents, five countries, four war zones
and we’d go to the places and read the
stories.”

“I don’t care if you're going on your
own or with a group, for two days, or two
weeks,” Feiler says. “Take an afternoon,
break away from the sightseeing, even the
holy sites, and go out into the desert. If
you spend two hours, you will look at the
Bible differently. Reading the Torah not in
your home and not in a pew will change
your opinion of it.” B

“Walking the Bible, An Illustrated Jour-
ney for Kids Through the Greatest Stories
Ever Told,” by Bruce Feiler (HarperCollins,
2004, $18.99; 112 pages; ages 7 and up.)

JTAWorld Report = Friday, October 22,2004 7

Dudu Fisher does it his way

By CHANAN TIGAY

NEW YORK (JTA) — “I was Moses for
almost two years.”

David “Dudu” Fisher, wearing black
T-shirt, jeans and a knitted kipah during
a recent interview in midtown Manhat-
tan, is not having delusions of grandeur.
Indeed, what the actor and singer says is
true. Sort of.

After his star turn in the mega-hit musi-
cal “Les Miserables” — he played the lead
role on Broadway and in Tel Aviv, London
and Florida — Fisher, 52, was cast to play
the Jewish prophet in the new U.S. version
of a successful French musical,“The Ten
Commandments.”

“I always thought,
‘He is Moses,” ” says
RichardJay-Alexander,
who directed Fisher in
“Les Miz” and was
slated to direct “Com-
mandments.” “He was
at the forefront of my

list” Close the theater, with a
_big key, on Shabbos.’

Dudu Fisher
Singer/Actor/Cantor

But after a dispute
involving the French
show’s composer, the
original music was
pulled and another
musician hired to
write new songs.

Jay-Alexander bolted — and a new di-
rector dumped Fisher in favor of film star
Val Kilmer.

“OK. It’s not so bad to lose it to Val Kilm-
er, because he is a big star,” says Fisher,
who is launching a North American tour
this month. “But I'm still shocked.”

But not too shocked. This was, after all,
not the first such disappointment for the
Orthodox Israeli cantor-turned-Broadway-
star. Indeed, since his success in “Les Miz”
— another French show that hit it big on
this side of the Atlantic — Fisher, whose
curly sponge of hair seems to defy gravity,
has found himself locked out of many of
Broadway’s prime roles.

These setbacks, though, have had as
much to do with the decisions of Broadway
bigs as Fisher’s own accounting with the
Big Man Upstairs.

“I understand that to be shomer Shabbat
and to try to accomplish something in show
business is almost impossible,” Fisher says.

“Every show that I wanted to do — from
‘Phantom of the Opera’ to ‘Fiddler’ to ‘Oli-
ver'— every one told me the same thing:

N bring everybody —

I'll bring the mayor and -

| all the Broadway people
— to show how we

‘We cannot bring in another guy to do the
show on Friday night and Saturday mati-
nee because we have to pay the salary of a
star to the guy who does it. And what is he
going to do the whole week? He’s going to
sit at home and just come for Shabbos?”

Which is exactly what Fisher’s under-
study did when Fisher played Jean Valjean
on Broadway. Instead of performing in the
usual eight shows each week, Fisher did
just six, resting during Shabbat.

“I don’'t believe even Topol took Fri-
day night and Saturday matinee off for
‘Fiddler; ” Jay-Alexander says, referring to
the legendary Israeli actor Chaim Topol, fa-
mous for his portrayal of Tevye the dairyman
in “Fiddler on the Roof.”
“We got it for Dudu.
People loved him.”

On Oct. 19, Fisher
— a tenor whose voice
is at once sweet and
muscular — is sched-
uled to launch a North
American tour with
his new one-man show,
“Coming to America,”
in which he’ll per-
form favorite songs
from Jewish musicals
including “The Jazz
Singer,” “Yentl” and
“Fiddler.” He’ll also be
showcasing some cantorial music melded
with musical comedy tunes, as he has done
in previous shows.

Although he acknowledges that his
Sabbath-observant lifestyle has repeatedly
closed doors for him professionally, Fisher is
convinced it remains a spiritual necessity.

“For me to be in a theater on a Friday
night is not Shabbosdik,” or in the Sabbath
spirit, Fisher says. “You should be with
your family. Because we don’t spend enough
time with our kids and our families. Once
a week, have a big meal with your friends,
with your family”

If, as Fisher hopes, “people come out
of the theaters screaming,” with joy, then
he will be able to transfer his latest show
to Broadway — and keep the theater dark
Friday nights and Saturdays.

“I'll bring everybody — I'll bring the
mayor and all the Broadway people — to
show how we close the theater, with a big
Kkey, on Shabbos. We’ll make a big thing out
of it,” Fisher muses. “I really believe that
God, when he closes one door to me, he
opens another one.”
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Sticking up against Israel

A French supermarket filed a police complaint after members of a
pro-Palestinian group put stickers on Israeli products.

A man and a woman, both members of the Palestine 33 associa-
tion, were initially detained for several hours on Saturday by police
after affixing stickers marked “Boycott apartheid. Products made in
Israel” on fruit juices and cosmetics displayed in the supermarket in the
southwestern city of Bordeaux. The supermarket owners filed the complaint
Wednesday, police said. Palestine 33 said it supported its members’ actions,
while describing the store raid as an “isolated” incident.

The group long has been involved in a campaign to persuade the
Bordeaux municipality to end its sister-city arrangement with the
Israeli city of Ashdod.

Cardinal goes to shul

A leading Vatican official will attend Shabbat services at Rome's
main synagogue on Friday.

Cardinal Walter Kasper, president of the Vatican's Commission for
Religious Relations with Jews, will attend services to mark the 30th
anniversary of the Commission’s establishment.

Other commission members also will attend.

The commission, the Vatican’s body for formal interreligious rela-
tions with Jews, was founded by Pope Paul VI on Oct. 22, 1974.

Program on barrier a barrier?

A French Jewish organization protested a Protestant TV documen-
tary on Israel’s West Bank security barrier.

In a letter Thursday to Herve Claude, host of the weekly program
“Protestant Presence,” Paris Consistoire President Moise Cohen
wrote that “under no circumstances should a religious program spill
over into polemic or aggression against other” faiths.

The Oct. 10 broadcast was screened on France’s national Channel
2, which allocates programming time to religious groups each Sunday
morning. “Protestant Presence” immediately follows “Source of
Life," a program devoted to issues of Jewish religious interest.

Cohen ended his letter with a plea for “greater balance in future
editions.”

Hitler tilted in Japan

Japan’s patent office will not allow a company to make pinball
machines named after Hitler and Moses.

The decision was made in May, but only publicized this week.

The office is not allowed to grant trademarks that may disrupt
public order and morals, a patent official told The Associated Press.

Swastikas in Slovakia
Vandals painted swastikas on military equipment that is part of a
World War Il memorial in eastern Slovakia.

Two swastikas were painted on an airplane and another was
sprayed on a tank displayed in the open-air memorial, said Pavol
Sivak, spokesman for a local organization.

The area of the Dukla Pass, where the memorial is located, was
the scene of a bloody 1944 battle between Soviet, Czechoslovak and
German troops.

NORTH AMERICA

Denier loses in Canada

Canada’s Supreme Court rejected a Holocaust denier’s appeal
against deportation.

Ernst Zundel, who has been in a Canadian jail for 18 months

facing deportation to his native Germany, was appealing provincial
court rulings in Ontario against hearing his constitutional arguments.

Thursday's was the second high court decision against Zundel in
as many months.

MIDDLE EAST

Infiltration from Gaza foiled

Israeli troops killed two armed Palestinians who tried to cross
from the Gaza Strip into Israel.

The would-be infiltrators were spotted and shot Thursday as they
approached the boundary fence, apparently en route to Kibbutz
Nahal Oz. Islamic Jihad claimed one of the gunmen as its own.

The other dead man was believed to be from the Al-Aksa Brigade.

Sharon in the sights

There are constant death threats against Ariel Sharon, an Israeli
official said.

“There are threats all the time, mainly against the prime minis-
ter,” Israel’s deputy internal security minister, Ya'acov Edri, told Israel
Radio on Thursday.

“The security apparatus is preparing itself for the worst-case
scenario and hoping for the best.”

Extra bodyguards have been posted around Sharon in recent weeks
amid fears of an assassination attempt by extremists opposed to his
plan to withdraw from the Gaza Strip and parts of the West Bank.

Arab League skeptical of anti-Semitism law

The Arab League said a new U.S. law on anti-Semitism will not
stop it from criticizing Israel.

“The new law will not prevent Arabs from criticizing Israel for its
policies toward the Palestinians,” Israel Radio quoted Arab League
Secretary-General Amr Moussa as saying Thursday.

He was referring to the Global Anti-Semitism Review Law, which
requires the U.S. State Department to document anti-Semitic attacks
around the world each year.

“The Arabs do not hate Jews because they are Jews,” Moussa
said. “If it becomes clear that this law is intended to prevent criti-
cism of Israel, Arabs will not respect it."

Shas backs off Gaza plan

The Shas Party said it will not back lsraeli Prime Minister Ariel
Sharon’s Gaza withdrawal plan.

Eli Yishai, leader of the Sephardi Orthodox Party, made the an-
nouncement Thursday after Shas spiritual leader Rabbi Ovadia Yosef
received two briefings from Defense Minister Shaul Mofaz on the
plan to withdraw from Gaza and parts of the West Bank next year.

“| can say with certainty that the rabbi will not be in favor of the
plan. He will not instruct us to vote for the plan,” Yishai told Israel Ra-
dio, referring to a Knesset vote scheduled for Oct. 26. “It appears he is
deliberating on whether we should vote against the plan or abstain.”

Even without Shas’ 11 lawmakers behind him, Sharon looks likely
to get at least 68 votes to win ratification, Israeli media said.

Biking for terror victims

Some 250 cyclists from around the world are trying to raise more
than $1 million for an Israeli rehabilitation center.

The riders will begin a five-day, 250-mile ride from Mitzpe Ramon
to Jerusalem on Sunday to benefit Alyn Hospital.

Last year, 160 cyclists raised more than $900,000 in sponsorships to
benefit Alyn, the country's only rehabilitation center for infants, children
and young adults who require intensive therapy for disabilities stem-
ming from congenital conditions, accidents, illness and terror attacks.




