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TOP NEWS IN BRIEF

Israel kills Hamas official

Israeli soldiers shot and killed o Palestinian
militant accused of dispatching the suicide bomber who
carried out the June 1 attack outside a Tel Aviv disco.

Sundoy's shooting in the West Bank of
Abed-Rahman Hamad, o regional Hamas leader,
raised tensions and threatened to complicate efforts to
shore up a shaky Israeli-Palestinian truce. Hamas
vowed to retaliate, with one official saying, “Israel will
pay a very heavy price for this act.”

Al Qaida threatens Sharon

A spokesman for the group led by Osama bin
Laden threatened Israeli Prime Minister Ariel Sharon
as well as President Bush and his father, President
Clinton and British Prime Minister Tony Blair.

The Al Qaida spokesman charged all the leaders
with crimes against Muslims. “We dismiss it. This is just
more propaganda,” White House spokeswoman
Jennifer Millerwise said Saturday of the videotape.

Jews applaud anti-terror bill

Jewish groups applauded the passage of an anti-
terrorism bill in the U.S. House of Representatives last
Friday, calling the legislation “balanced” and protec-
tive of divil liberties while addressing national security
concerns. Differences from the already-passed Senate
version of the legislation, which includes tougher
provisions and expands power to law enforcement,
have to be resolved before the bill goes to President
Bush to be signed into law.

Israel, P.A. reach Hebron pact

Israeli Prime Minister Ariel Sharon told his
Cabinet on Sunday that Israel reached an agreement
with Jibril Rajoub, head of Palestinian security in the
West Bank, to achieve quiet in Hebron.

Under the agreement, Israel would withdraw
tanks and troops from Palestinian sections of Hebron
from which Palestinian gunmen recently fired on Jews
celebrating Sukkot in Hebron.

In a related development, Sharon has proposed
measures to alleviate conditions for Palestinians,
including removing closures and reopening major
roads in the West Bank and Gaza Strip. Sharon pro-
posed the steps following a drop in Palestinian vio-
lence, saying they would be put into effect if quiet
continues in the coming days.
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FOCUS ON ISSUES

Canadian school comes under fire

for revolutionary student handbook
By Bram Eisenthal

MONTREAL (JTA) — In the wake of the Sept. 11 terror attacks, Concordia
University’s Student Union finds itself in hot water because of its 2001/2002 handbook.

The soft-covered, spiral-bound agenda is titled “Uprising,” with the image of what
appears to be a Muslim woman and the word “revolution” written in several languages
on one side. At a recent news conference organized by B’nai Brith Canada earlier this
month, the group’s executive director, Frank Dimant, called the handbook “a call to
intifada, anarchy and revolution.”

“It threatens to be a blueprint to campuses not just in Canada, but across North
America,” Dimant said.

Since the Palestinian intifada began a year ago — when students at Concordia held
pro-Palestinian rallies highlighted by placards proclaiming “Death to the Jews” and
marchers chanting anti-Zionist diatribes — Concordia’s downtown campus has been a
hotbed of activism and anti-Semitism.

Jewish students at the school have been verbally and physically intimidated. Many
have expressed fear about attending classes. The school, which receives 85 percent of
its funding from the province of Quebec, has more than 25,000 students at its two
campuses in the Montreal area. :

The handbook, paid for with annual student fees, is a virtual glorification of
worldwide revolution, containing articles advocating Canadian flag buming and calling
for a Steal Something Day.

“Stealing is just. Theft is exploitative. Stealing is when you take a yuppie’s BMW
for a joyride and crash into a parked Mercedes, just for the hell of it,” the article reads.

A poem in the handbook calls on students to “take arms for the revolution . . . rise
up . .. gripping like a fist . . . smash the state . . . ”

An article by Rasha Ayouby examines “What It Means to Be a Palestinian.”

“I want Jerusalem, for I was born there, for my mother and grandmother were bom
there, for my father and grandfather were born there. Must I go on?” Ayouby asks.

Other material is less incendiary. An essay called “The Essentials,” featuring
information taken from the local group Citizens Opposed to Police Brutality, instructs
readers how to deal with the police — how to handle being arrested, exercising the right
to remain silent, and what to do in case of police brutality.

The comprehensive calendar inside is filled with dates commemorating anarchists
and revolutionaries.

May 15, Israel’s Independence Day, is listed as “Al-Nakba (the 1948 Palestinian
Catastrophe).”

The Student Union’s vice president, Laith Marouf, recently was expelled from
Concordia and banned from campus for spray-painting pro-Palestinian graffiti on
university property. He also allegedly assaulted security guards during an ensuing brawl.

Marouf wrote an article in the handbook entitled “Arabaphobia,” in which he points
out that the “Jewish leadership has infiltrated” the wniversity in the guise of Rector
Frederick Lowy and Provost Jack Lightstone, both Jewish.

Marouf also states that the Canadian media is controlled by “two Zionists” —
Conrad Black, CEO of the Southam-Hollinger Group, and Israel Asper, CEO of
CanWest Global.

Perhaps the most outrageous part of the book, in the wake of the Sept. 11 attacks,
is a page-sized graphic of a plane crashing into an office. “This is not an agenda called
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MIDEAST FOCUS

Bush backs Palestinian state

President Bush said he believes that if Israel and
the Palestinian Authority could end violence and begin
political negotiations, then “there ought to be a
Palestinion state, the boundaries of which will be
negotiated by the parfies.”

in a primetime news conference on Oct. 11, the
president also said the Palestinian state would have to
recognize Israel’s right to exist.

Sharon, Bush may meet

Israeli Prime Minister Ariel Sharon may meet
President Bush next month in Washington, when
Sharon is scheduled to speak fo the United Jewish
Communities” General Assembly, the Jerusalem Post
reports.

Bush administration officials also are attempting
to reschedule meetings with several Israeli leaders that
were postponed because of the attacks on Afghanistan.
American Jewish leaders have raised concerns that the
Bush administration has yet to meet with lsraeli
leaders since forming its anti-terrorism coalition.

Palestinians threaten protests
The families of Palestinians killed during clashes
with Palestinian police last week in the Gaza Strip
threatened Sunday fo organize mass street protests
unless those responsible for the deaths were punished.
The threat was issued one day after o third
Palestinian died from wounds suffered during the
clashes, which took place during a pro-bin Laden rally.

Two Israelis tested for anthrax
An Israeli man who works for NBC in New York
and an Israeli woman who was visiting the network’s
offices last month tested negative for anthrax ot
Hadassah's Ein Kerem Hospital in Jerusalem.
Both underwent the tests after learning that an
NBC employee had contracted anthrax poisoning.
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uprising,” the headline states. “It is an agenda for uprising.”

Beneath the headline, in a room full of corporate types, several men huddle
together, asking, “Tell us, is it too late to try this grassroots organizing?”

The books were said to have been printed before Sept. 11, but many here are asking
how anyone dared to distribute them after the catastrophe.

The Student Union seems “intent on fostering civil disobedience,” Dimant said.
This handbook “has no place in our society.”

The president of the Student Union, Sabrina Stea, would not respond to an mterview
request.

Lowy, the rector, said the booklet contained “outrageous” material and that the
student executive was “confrontational, in your face, try to achieve power, even if
you’re a minority, then advance your objective.”

Lowy also disassociated the university from the handbook’s contents. The
administration has asked the Canadian government, one of the university’s funders, to
look into the handbook.

A recent open letter by Lowy — distributed over campus e-mail and sent to two
student newspapers — stated that the handbook was paid for by student activity fees and
advertising and “certainly does not represent the views of the university or those of
many students.”

The handbook “contains many inflammatory or possibly libelous statements about
the university, university officials and some of the companies that employ our graduates
and support the university,” he added.

“Up until the last two years, we have always had excellent relations with our
Student Union,” Lowy told JTA. “We are confident this will be re-established in the
near future.” ,

The students themselves, it seems, may help bring this about. Students tired of the
political rhetoric and activity have organized a grass-roots movement of their own,
designed to dismiss the Student Union officers and hold new elections.

Student elections are currently slated for March, but these elections appear likely
to be moved up. A signature campaign has already garnered the 2,500 signatures
necessary to hold an early vote.

“The idea that the Concordia Student Union would use the handbook for political
propaganda and hate literature is completely outrageous,” student Billy Mandelos said.
“It’s unbelievable. They’re just feeding fuel to the fire.”

Robert Libman, Quebec regional director for B’nai Brith Canada, has called upon
students to rip the covers off the handbooks, as well as the offensive pages inside, “in
an effort to denounce the intolerance of the” Student Union. B’nai Brith also has asked
police to launch an investigation to determine if criminal charges are warranted. [

Slain activist was target of anti-Semitism

LOS ANGELES (JTA) — Anti-Semitism may have played a role in the death of a
leading gun control advocate and U.S. federal prosecutor in Seattle.

Thomas Wales, 49, who had organized one of the nation’s most far-reaching gun
control initiatives, was shot at his home late on Oct. 11, apparently with a gun fired
through a window as he worked at his computer.

The 1997 state ballot initiative failed, but during a bitterly fought campaign, Wales
“attracted attention from extreme anti-Semites,” the Los Angeles Times reported.

In 1997, in a gun ownership discussion group on the Internet, one participant
referred to “Tom Wales, yet another arrogant, gun-banning Jew, out in the open,
unafraid,” according to the Times.

Wales left a job with a New York law firm in 1983 and became an assistant U.S.
attorney, specializing in white-collar crimes such as major business crimes and bank
fraud cases.

Police and FBI investigators are also considering the possibility that the apparent
execution-style killing was connected with his prosecutor’s job, according to the Seattle
Times.

In the mid-1990s, Wales became president of a statewide group called Washington
Cease Fire, and built the small organization into one of the strongest state gun control
groups in the country. O
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Annan, U.N. win peace prize

Kofi Annan and the United Nations were awarded
the Nobel Peace Prize for their work in building peace
throughout the world.

American Jewish leaders have riticized several
U.N. actions in the last year, including the inclusion of
anti-Israeli statements in the agenda for the recent
World Conference Against Racism and the appointment
of Syria to the U.N. Security Council.

Jews blamed for rejected gift

A Saudi prince blamed “Jewish pressure” for the
rejection of his $10 million donation to a New York
relief fund. Prince Alwaleed bin Talal also said Pales-
tinian Authority President Yasser Arafat thanked him
for linking the Sept. 11 attacks on the United States to
the Palestinian cause.

Last week, New York Mayor Rudy Giuliani re-
fused to accept the donation after the visiting prince
said the attacks should cause America to “adopt o
more balanced stance toward the Palestinian cause.”
Giuliani said the attempted linkage made by the
prince, issued after he toured Ground Zero in New
York, was “part of the problem” that led to the attacks.

Swiss claims group ends work

A group overseeing the restitution of funds from
Holocaust-era dormant accounts in Swiss banks said it
had completed its work. Following a four-year effort to
satisfy daims, the Claims Resolution Tribunal said it
had paid $10 million to heirs of Holocaust vidtims.

“The daims resolution process proved more
complex than expected,” the group said in a statement.

More than 50 years after the Holocaust, it was
possible to establish facts “only to a fragmentary
extent” and justice was only partially possible, the
statement added.

Dutch museum vandalized

Vandals spray-painted swastikas and Jewish stars
Saturday on the buildings of a Dutch museum com-
memorating the Nazi deportation camp at Westerbork.

Police were investigating the vandalism ot the
museum, located near the Dutch city of Assen. Some
107,000 Dutch Jews, including famed diarist Anne
Frank, passed through the Westerbork camp en route
to Nazi death camps,

Events to mark Rome deportation

Several events co-sponsored by Rome city officials
and Jewish communal groups are planned this week to
mark the 58th anniversary of the Nazi deportation of
Jews from Rome during World War 1.

The events incude a theater performance, o
roundtable discussion about restitution, and a presen-
tation of educational works about the Holocaust.
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Jewish leaders in Britain back

airstrikes against Afghanistan
By Richard Allen Greene

LONDON (JTA) — British Jewish leaders are strongly backing the joint U.S.-
British air strikes against Afghanistan.

Chief Rabbi Jonathan Sacks said the strikes were “no instinctive act of revenge, but
a focused, precise strategic intervention designed to make our world a safer place.”

British Prime Minister Tony Blair, one of the strongest European advocates of
strikes against the Taliban regime, which is sheltering suspected terrorist mastermind
Osama bin Laden, met Sacks and other religious leaders on Oct. 8, the day after the first
strikes were launched.

Sacks commended Blair on his strong leadership and said he was confident that
every attempt would be made to avoid civilian casualties. He also gave the prime
minister the biblical blessing: “Be strong and of good courage; do not be afraid or
discouraged.” He also composed a special prayer to be recited in United Synagogues —
the mainstream British Orthodox movement — in Britain and the Commonwealth,
which is mostly madeup of former British colonies.

The prayer asks God to grant “wisdom and courage to the leaders of the world that
together they may defeat the forces of violence and hate.”

It also pleads for God to “implant a new heart and faithful spirit in all the dwellers
on earth, that we may learn to live together in coexistence, not conflict.”

The Community Security Trust, a British Jewish organization that deals with
security issues, is also backing the airstrikes.

“Islamist terrorism threatens the security of the United States, Britain and the
Jewish community worldwide,” said a Trust spokesman who asked not to be named.

“Jewish communities have faced it for 25 years. Anything that can effectively fight
it is good for the Jewish community,” he told JTA.

“We have been going to the government about this for years. It takes something
like” the Sept. 11 attacks on New York and Washington to make politicians “realize that
incitement leads to action.”

Britain has a small but vocal number of militant Muslim leaders who are suspected
of recruiting young men to fight in what they consider holy wars abroad.

A new British law went into effect early this year making it a crime to support
organizations that the government classifies as terrorist — including bin Laden’s Al
Qaida network.

But the Trust spokesman warned that air strikes alone were unlikely to solve the
problem. “It’s a long-term project. It’s not just about knocking out Osama bin Laden or
some terrorist training camps,” he said.

He dismissed the suggestion that military attacks on Afghanistan would radicalize
Muslims and lead them to support extremists like bin Laden.

“You don’t deal with terrorism by walking away from it,” he said. “You deal with
it by confronting it.” O

British soccer team won’t wear logo

LONDON (JTA) — The British soccer team Chelsea will not wear the logo of its
sponsor, Emirates Airlines, during a match Thursday against Hapoel Tel Aviv in Israel.
The London team said it made the decision after consulting the British Foreign
Office, Israeli soccer officials and the body that regulates European soccer and the
Gulf-based airline itself, which said it understood the “sensitivity” of the matter during
current international tensions. O

Penn builds new Hillel

NEW YORK (JTA) — The Jewish student organization at the University of
Pennsylvania broke ground for a new 35,000-square-foot facility.

The new Hillel building at the Philadelphia school, which has an estimated 6,000
Jewish students, will be named after philanthropists Judy and Michael Steinhardt. O
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Jewish reservists, like others,

prepare for possibility of combat
By Tom Tugend

LOS ANGELES (JTA) — Matthew Levy, a 30-year old
attorney and Marine Corps reservist, has volunteered for infantry
or artillery duty.

The Air Force Reserve recently contacted Brian Sands to check
whether his address and phone information was up to date.

At the Jewish Chaplains Council in New York, Rabbi David
Lapp went over the listings of the 30 Jewish chaplains on active
duty in all branches of the armed forces, and 68 chaplains on
reserve status.

In the wake of the Sept. 11 terrorist attacks and the call-up of
a number of specialized army reserve units and National Guard
battalions, some Jewish men and women, like other Americans of
all faiths, await a possible call to the colors.

Lt. Col, Alan Kalinsky of the U.S. Air Force Reserve was due
to retire from reserve duty in early November, after 28 years of
service. But Rabbi Kalinsky, executive director of the Orthodox
Union’s West Coast region, said he planned to ask for a two-year
extension in his present status.

While on active assignment at the Los Angeles Air Force Base
in Bl Segundo, Calif., Kalinsky expects to be involved mainly in
counseling newly activated reservists, suddenly yanked out of
civilian life, and their families. It is one of the basic tenets of the
Chaplains Corps that any member, whether priest, rabbi or minister,
will help anyone, regardless of religion.

“When I look back, I think that 90 to 95 percent of the
uniformed men and women I have counseled have been
non-Jewish,” Kalinsky said.

After growing up in New York in a predominantly Jewish
environment, Kalinsky said it has been “rewarding and broadening”
to meet and make friends with military colleagues of other reli-
gions. He enjoyed a special relationship for many years with the
only Greek Orthodox priest in the Chaplains Corps, and later with
an African American minister whose church was in South Central
Los Angeles.

In return, Kalinsky has been able to counter negative stereo-
types of Jews among many gentile servicemen, a work he considers
Kiddush Hashem, the sanctification of God’s name.

Often the only rabbi on bases near towns with small Jewish
populations, Kalinsky frequently has interacted with civilian
communities.

He recalls that in the early 1980s he was stationed at Griffith
Air Force Base when the only synagogue in nearby Rome, N.Y.,
burned down, The congregation then attended Kalinsky’s services
at the military base.

Another fond recollection was celebrating Sukkot in a
handsome Sukkah, put up, according to religious specifications, by
the U.S. government.

The coordinating body for Jewish military and Veterans
Administration chaplains is the JWB Jewish Chaplains Council.
When the organization was founded in 1917, it fell under the
Jjurisdiction of the Jewish Welfare Board, and its initials have been
retained despite various reorganizations.

The director of the Chaplains Council, Lapp served 25 years
on active duty, including a stint in Vietnam. He remembers fondly
“bringing Jewish kids to Judaism in time of crisis, and serving
kosher food in the middle of the jungle.”

How would Jewish chaplains and servicemen feel about being
stationed in 2 Muslim country, he was asked, and how would they
be treated?

Lapp pointed to the precedent set in Saudi Arabia during the
Gulf War. Away from military bases, for instance, chaplains would
take off their insignias — crosses for Christians, the two tablets of
the law for Jews — and pin them out of sight inside their collars.

“We encountered no special problems, but all of us, Christians
and Jews, had to be sensitive to local customs and sentiments,”
Lapp said.

When Levy enlisted in the Marine Corps Reserve seven years
ago, he went through three months of boot camp, then continued to
train on weekends and two weeks each summer for infantry and
artillery duty.

Now on inactive ready reserve status and not attached to any
unit, the young attorney has signified his readiness to serve by
putting his name on a list of volunteers. |

Police say Germans, not Arabs,

behind 1991 attack in Hungary
By Agnes Bohm

BUDAPEST (JTA) — Rejecting earlier theories, Hungarian
security officials now believe that the German Red Army Faction
was behind a 1991 bomb attack near Budapest International Airport
that targeted Jewish immigrants from the former Soviet Union.

Confirming Interpol sources, Deputy Col. Zoltan Nagy, head
of Interpol’s Hungarian Office, told JTA that “at least two or three
Germans were involved” in the Dec. 23, 1991, terrorist attack,
according to German police findings sent to Hungarian police in
August.

The findings contradict earlier Hungarian police reports that
blamed the attack on Arab terrorists.

Hungarian police reported a day after the attack that the
Movement for the Liberation of Jerusalem, presumably an Arab
group, had claimed responsibility for the bomb explosion, which
was aimed against 28 Ukrainian Jewish immigrants traveling in a
bus near the Budapest airport.

Four immigrants were lightly injured and two Hungarian
policemen escorting the bus were seriously burnt. The explosive
material, a Czech-made plastic called Samtex, was placed in a car
near the bus’ route and detonated by remote control.

The Red Army Faction, a violent leftist group based in
Germany, traces its roots to the 1960s student protest movement. It
still exists despite the deaths of a number of its leaders, albeit with
fewer numbers and fewer terrorist actions.

German police recently notified the Hungarian police that one
of the terrorists was Hans Ludvig Meyer, a former member of the
Red Army Faction who was killed in a shootout in Germany in
1999.

Meyer’s DNA matched the hair samples and other objects that
Hungarian police collected in apartments the terrorists had rented
in Budapest.

Meyer was an aide to another German who arrived in Hungary
on a forged passport under the name of W. Robert Georg
Hamdaker. His whereabouts are unknown.

Meyer also was accompanied by a woman identified as Andrea
Marina Klamp, who is now serving an eight-year prison sentence
in Germany. Klamp also was a member of the Red Army Faction,
Nagy said. |




