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TOP NEWS IN BRIEF |

U.S. warns Iraq of ‘crushing’ blow

Iraq said it was warned by the United States to
exped a “crushing” response if it attacked the United
States or its allies following the U.S.-led aﬂucks on
Afghanistan.

“If you use force against your neighbors or Israel
or the Kurdish side or any other part of the Iragi
people, then we will reply very strongly to defeat you,”
the U.S. ambassador to the United Nations, John
Negroponte, was quoted as telling his lragi counter-
part, Mohammed Douri. Iraq responded it was not
afraid of the United States, according to a statement
issued Thursday

Powell: U.S. won’t sell out Israel

The Bush administration is planning fo put public
pressure on Prime Minister Ariel Sharon to reach o
peace accord with the Palestinian Authority, the Boston
Globe reported Wednesday.

The U.S. plan calls for Sharon to accept a Pales-
tinian state and a “shared Jerusalem,” the newspaper
said. U.S. officials “absolutely treasure” Israel as a
friend, U.S. Secretary of State Colin Powell said when
asked about the report. ‘

“So there should be no concern on the part of any
Israeli citizen or leader that the United States would
ever do anything o sell them out or trade away their
security,” he said on NBC-TV's “Today” show.

Group: U.S. will go after Hamas

The Bush administration pledged to go affer two
anti-Israel terrorist groups, the executive director of
the American Jewish Committee said after meeting
with administration officials Thursday.

Attacking Hamas and Hezbollah, which are
believed to overlap in some respects with Osama bin
Loden's Al Qaida network, “is a matter of sequence
and a matter of timing,” David Harris said. [Page 4]

UJC cancels Berlin trip

A long-planned mission to Berlin by the United
Jewish Communities has fallen victim to the current
world crisis. UJC Senior Associate Vice President Gail
Reiss told JTA that mission participants were concerned
about the possibility of becoming stranded in Europe,
as were many travelers in the immediate aftermath of
the Sept. 11 attacks on the World Trade Center and
Pentagon. [Page 4]

Published by JTA — The Globat News Service of the Jewish People

84th Year

Friday, October 12, 2001

BEHIND THE HEADLINES
Holocaust survivors face speclal

trauma in dealing with terror attacks
By Julie Wiener

NEW YORK (JTA) — For Fred Gompertz, the devastating Sept. 11:attacks on the

World Trade Center — just yards away from his apartment building — brought back
‘memories of hiding upstairs on Nov. 9, 1938, while Nazi thugs destroyed his father’s

clothing store on Kristallnacht.

That may explain why as most people were evacuating their buildings and trying
to escape the disaster area, the 77-year-old retired fashion designer froze instead, sitting
alone in his dark apartment for two days until his son was able to rescue him.

Gompertz’s proximity to the World Trade Center attacks was unusual. There
appear to be no other known cases of survivors of Nazi persecution who were directly
caught up in the Sept. 11 events.

Yet even for other Holocaust survivors, the shock and trauma of the massive terror
attacks in the United States — a place they viewed as uniquely safe — are reawakening
long-dormant childhood memories and emotions.

“When there is a repetition of an experience of annihilation, for Holocaust
survivors it brings back all their terrible nightmares of what they’d experienced,” said
Eva Fogelman, a psychologist whose practice includes Holocaust survivors and children
of survivors.

“It brings back their vulnerability,” Fogelman said. “It brings back the fact that
there is no secure place on this planet, so it creates a lot of anxiety and tremendous fears
that make it difficult to have restful sleep.”

With the massive death toll in which bodies cannot be located and the acrid smoke
permeating the air for days, the Sept. 11 attacks have special resonance for Holocaust
survivors. Fogelman calls it “deja vu of the world they’d thought they’d left behind.”

Herself the child of survivors, Fogelman is an adviser for the Hidden Child
Foundation, a 6,000-member group of Jews who escaped the concentration camps by
hiding from the Nazis.

Fogelman and the foundation recently distributed a letter to members, noting that
“our underlying physical, mental and emotional tolerances for stress may be different
from those who did not have early traumatic histories” and that the recent events
“probably have caused us to feel powerless, shocked and numb.”

Other likely feelings, according to the letter, are “rage, depression and overwhelm-
ing anxiety.”

Fogelman advises survivors to avoid watching television for too long at one stretch
and to try to rest, eat and drink regularly.

Not all survivors are reporting special problems, and several Jewish agencies say
they’ve been surprised by the level of resilience among this population. *

“This is a very independent and very brave group who don’t ask for help easily,”
said Karen Wies, a spokeswoman for Selfhelp Community Services, Inc., which
provides home care, housing and community-based social services to over 2,000
survivors of Nazi persecution.

Elihu Kover, Selfhelp’s vice president for social services, said his group is hearing
contradictory things from clients. Some are feeling anxious and afraid to leave their
homes. Others seem relatively unaffected or say the Sept. 11 attacks — which occurred
during just one terrible day — are not as bad as the Holocaust, a persecution that
continued over a period of years.

Survivors are experiencing the same “range of emotions as in the general public,
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Israel mourns crash victims

Israel declared Thursdoy a national day of
mourning for the victims of last week's airplane crash
over the Black Sea. Ukraine this week hinted that one
of ifs training missiles caused the crash of the plane in
which 78 people died, 66 of them lsraelis.

Hamas lashes out at P.A. police

Hamas officials and other Palestinian militants
expressed anger at the Palestinian police force, saying
the police were responsible for violence that erupted at
a demonstration in support of Osama bin Laden.

Wednesday's criticisms were directed at police
handling of a demonstration Monday at the Islamic
University in Gaza City, where two people were killed
and dozens injured. Following those demonstrations,
police ordered all schools dosed and kept foreign
journalists from entering Gaza to prevent coverage of
future demonstrations. Those restrictions were eased
Wednesday.

Hamas militant found dead

The remains of a Homas militant were found
Thursday in the West Bank, according to Palestinian
security officials.

Doctors said they could not determine whether
Hani Rawajbeh, 22, was killed while preparing o
bomb or by a tank shell. Israet-denied involvement in
the death of Rawajbeh.

Police to probe Sharon campaign

Israeli Attorney General Elyakim Rubinstein
ordered police on Wednesday to investigate Prime
Minister Ariel Sharon for allegedly violating an elec-
tion funding law, a Justice Ministry spokesman said.

According to Army Radio, State Comptroller
Eliezer Goldberg criticized Sharon and his son, Omri,
in a report for violating election laws by accepting 1.4
million to fund a 1999 election campaign.
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but with this one really big piece — firsthand experience of trauma directed against
them as Jews, as a targetipopulation,” Kover said.

David Stern, of New York’s Jewish Association for Services for the Aged, said,
“At this point, very few Holocaust survivors are openly expressing fears or concerns,”
although there have beena few cases of people “whose memories of the past have been
reawakened by the events. '

“J think we’ll begin to see among Holocaust survivors some reawakened fears, but
we’re not seeing it yet,” he said.

The Jewish holidays — and the family gatherings that come with it — may be
postponing the trauma, Stern added.

Ann Shore heard her father being shot by the Nazis in 1942, and she survived the
Holocaust with her mother and sister by hiding for three years in a hayloft and
scavenging for food at night.

Shore, who is the president of the Hidden Child Foundation, said survivors are
reacting differently to the Sept. 11 attacks.

“Qur great concemn is not as much for ourselves any longer but for our children and
grandchildren. It reminds us of the disaster that was, and it’s pretty frightening,” she
said. “I'm in a feeling of weeping and crying. It brought up all this pain that had
festered.”

However, Selfhelp’s Kover suggested that survivors may also be able to help the
rest of Americans as they struggle to-get on with their lives after Sept. 11.

An acquaintance recently told Kover that she had told her mother, a Holocaust
survivor, that she did not/know how to comfort members of her synagogue who had lost
family and friends in the attacks.

The mother reportedly urged her to “get everyone together and build a sukkah.”

“Just the act of building will help you,” the mother said. “That’s what we did. We
came here and we rebuilt. You find ways to heal yourself.” O

Roman Jews stunned by surprise

resignation of revered chief rabbi
By Ruth E. Gruber

ROME (JTA) — Elio Toaff’s surprise announcement to step down as chief rabbi
of Rome after half a century as spiritual leader of the oldest Jewish community in
Europe has shocked many local residents.

The 86-year-old rabbi made the announcement Monday during Hoshanah Rabbah
services at Rome’s Great Synagogue.

“It is time to take my leave of you. I am doing so by my own free choice, and with
great emotion. I hope that a young man will take up the reins of this ancient commu-
nity,” Toaff said.

Toaff’s announcement stunned the congregation, particularly at a time of world
crisis.

Many broke into tears. Others shouted “Don’t leave us!” Congregants then gave
Toaff a 10-minute ovation.

“It seems impossible to everyone that in such a difficult moment, after the attacks
on the U.S. and with the war in Afghanistan and the threats of Osama bin Laden, the
community can go forward without its chief rabbi,” wrote Claudia Terracina, a Rome
journalist who is 3 member of the local community.

Italy has no national chief rabbi, and the Rome post is the country’s most visible
Jewish religious position.

A short, spry man with a distinctive goatee, Toaff — who fought the Nazis as a
partisan during World War II — has become a national figure since he took up the
Rome post in 1951.

In 1986, he welcomed Pope John Paul II for the first-ever visit by a pope to a
synagogue.

Affectionately known as “the professor,” he is regularly quoted in the media. A
recent biography of the rabbi was a best seller.

Jews have lived in Rome for more than 2,000 years. With 15,000 of the country’s
35,000 Jews, the city has Italy’s largest Jewish community. O
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High court returns prayer case

The U.S. Supreme Court told o lower court to
reconsider a decision in which a city was told it could
not cover some rental expenses at a 1997 prayer rally
in a municipal park in Arizona.

The high court said Tuesday that the earlier
ruling regarding a Notional Prayer Doy event in
Tucson, Ariz., should be rethought in light of a Su-
preme Court decision earlier this year that allows an
after-school Bible club to meet at a public school.

WTC service held at N.Y. shul

More than 400 people gathered at New York's
Park East Synagogue for a shloshim service marking
the end of the 30-day mourning period for vidims of
the Sept. 11 terror attack on the World Trade Center.

Among those participating in Thursday’s memo-
rial service were officials from seven national Jewish
groups as well as several firefighters from a nearby
fire station. Another shloshim service at the Jewish
Community Center in Manhattan was slated to take
place Thursday evening.

Shoah lawyer may file WTC suit

A German lawyer known for his involvement in
class action suits for Holocaust survivors is considering
legal action on behalf of Europeans who lost family,
employees or companies in the Sept. 11 attack on the
World Trade Center.

Michael Witti told JTA he was in touch with “fewer
than a handful” of potential claimants. He expected
that individuals could be eligible for nearly $5 million
in compensation.

Russian film society goose-steps
A film society in the Russian city of Yekaterinburg
recently celebrated a “fascist evening” with a showing
of the Nazi propaganda film “Triumph of the Will.”
The Moscow office of the Anti-Defamation League is
protesting the event, in which spectators were ushered
into the theater by girls wearing Nazi armbands.

Vandals strike at Russian shul

Vandals shattered window panes in the new
synagogue in the Russian city of Tyumen twice recently,
according to the Moscow office of the Anti-Defamation
League. Police are investigating the incidents in the
Siberian city.

Solidarity rally planned for Milan
A rally is slated to be held in Milan, ltaly, on
Sunday to show solidarity with Israel and to protest
both terrorism and biased, anti-Israel reporting.
Participants will also protest the use of Palestinian
children as human shields and Islamic anti-Semitism.
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Grieving relatives in state of shock

following air disaster over Black Sea
By Lev Gorodetsky

SOCHI, Russia (JTTA) — Dr. Alexander Maslakov, the director of the local morgue
in this Black Sea resort, had seen many gruesome sights in his life.

“But I have never seen anything like this. It is indescribable,” he said, referring to
the victims of last week’s airline disaster over the Black Sea.

Among the 78 victims of the Oct. 4 crash were many Russian-born Israeli citizens
going to visit family and friends in Siberia.

Many of those brought in to identify the remains of their loved ones fainted on the
spot.

Later, they sat listlessly on benches near the building, oblivious to the lovely
seaside setting.

Many of the relatives stared at the ground, unable to respond to questxons from a
reporter.

Those who could speak were nonetheless in a stupor. Many sa1d they could not
decide if they would bury the remains -— assuming they could be positively identified

- — in Russia or in Israel.

In subsequent days, family members were flown to Sochi — where the mvestlgatlon
into the disaster is being conducted — from Israel and Siberia.

Rabbi Aryeh Edelkopf said he did not faint when he-entered the morgue last Friday
morning.

But, he told JTA, he felt horror — not only at the carnage created by the air disaster,
but at the great responsibility that had suddenly fallen on his shoulders.

Edelkopf, a 24-year-old Lubavitch emissary, came here some: six months ago to care
for the needs of Sochi’s 2,500-member Jewish community.

He previously had worked as a rabbi in Brazil and Hong Kong — but until now he
had never performed what is known in Israel by the acronym “zaka,” meaning
“identification of the victims of a disaster.”

Suddenly he faced religious questions to- which he: did not know the answers.

How, according to Jewish law, should a body be buried if only a small portion of
it remains? How should the ritual purification be performed?

Edelkopf consulted with Lubavitch headquarters in Moscow, where Berel Lazar,
one of Russia’s two chief rabbis, tried to provide help over the phone.

“Then, by Sunday, I felt I had to come myself,” Lazar told JTA.

After flying to Sochi, Lazar immediately headed to the morgue, where a brigade of
Israeli investigators, along with a team from Israel’s army rabbinate, had arrived several
hours earlier Sunday.

The Israeli investigators had come to help their Russian counterparts study the
remains of the TU-154 aircraft to identify the cause of the explosion that sent the plane
plunging into the Black Sea.

Russian sources told JTA that the reason is 95 percent clear: The plane was brought
down by a surface-to-air C-200 missile launched during a Ukrainian military exercise
near the Crimea.

The missile mistakenly “re-guided itself” in the air, the Ukrainian launchers lost
control of it and the rocket, instead of hitting an exercise target, brought down the Sibir
Airlines flight, the sources said.

As far as Nura Klochko and Olga Latushkina were concerned, the cause of the
disaster did not matter.

Klochko, who comes from Chernigov in Ukraine, told JTA that she lost her nephew.

Latushkina, from Irkutsk in Siberia, lost her daughter-in-law.

The Jewish Agency for Israel helped fly Israeli relatives here on several charter
flights. The agency also planned to set up a 24-hour help center in Sochi.

Another organization, the American Jewish Joint Distribution Committee, re-
sponded to the disaster by operating an information center for relatives and rendering
assistance to victims’ families.

The JDC also helped gather teams of psychologists to help relatives cope with their
grief. a
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Hezbollah men on ‘Wanted’ list;

some see the move as nod to Israel
By Matthew E. Berger

WASHINGTON (JTA) — Some U.S. Jewish leaders see the
inclusion of several Hezbollah militants on President Bush’s list of
22 most wanted terrorists as a nod toward Israel following a
diplomatic clash earlier this month with Prime Minister Ariel
Sharon.

But others note that the three men were cited by the Bush
administration for their attacks on U.S. embassies and the 1985
hijacking of TWA Flight 847, not for their attacks on Israel.

Though tension with Israel has subsided since early October —
when Sharon warned the West not to sell out Israel to appease the
Arabs — Bush on Wednesday took the first step to include
aggressors against Israel in his war on terror by naming Imad
Mugniyah and two Hezbollah colleagues to the terrorist list.

Mugniyah, who heads security for Hezbollah, is a suspect in
the attacks on the Israeli Embassy and a Jewish community center
in Buenos Aires in the early 1990s.

Two other Hezbollah members, Hasan Izz-al-Din and Ali
Atwa, also were included on the list, released by the State Depart-
ment and FBL

A State Department spokesman said it was logical to include
the men based on the government’s priorities.

“It’s an honest assessment of what the government considers
the most dangerous of terrorists out there,” the spokesman said.

The administration went even further in a meeting with the
American Jewish Committee on Thursday.

After meeting with administration officials Thursday, the
executive director of the AJCommittee, David Harris, said his
group and the administration agree Osama bin Laden’s Al Qaida
network overlaps in some respects with Hezbollah and Hamas.

Harris said the administration had pledged to eventually go
after the two anti-Israel groups.

“It’s a matter of sequence and a matter of timing,” Harris said.

American Jewish leaders said the new list shows the White
House understands that its anti-terror coalition must target all
terrorists.

“It is recognition that you cannot separate terrorists,” said
Malcolm Hoenlein, executive vice chairman of the Conference of
Presidents of Major American Jewish Organizations. “More and
more the Bush administration will see the interlocking nature of
this network.”

Until now, the administration had been reluctant to include
Hezbollah and Hamas in its list of terrorists, and did not freeze the
two organizations’ assets last month when it targeted other groups.

Many analysts say the White House fears alienating Arab
states — which it considers essential to the anti-terror coalition —
by targeting groups that threaten Israel. The State Department
spokesman said the organizations did not have their assets frozen
last month because previous actions already had done that.

Israeli Embassy spokesman Mark Regev hailed the proclama-
tion. “It shows the Americans are extremely serious when they say
that the struggle against international terrorism starts with Al Qaida
but will continue until international terrorism is dealt with entirely,”
Regev said. “These three men should have been dealt with years
ago.”

Bush’s move has raised some concern in Israel that Hezbollah
members may stage suicide attacks across Israel’s northern border
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if they feel in danger of being captured.

However, for that to happen, Regev noted, it would take the
“active support of Iran, acquiescence of Syria and the inaction of
Lebanon,” three countries who have joined Bush’s coalition. O

Citing travel concerns, group

cancels first mission to Berlin
By Toby Axelrod '

BERLIN (JTA) — A long-planned mission to Germany by the
New York-based United Jewish Communities has fallen victim to
the current world crisis.

The first-ever official trip to Berlin by the umbrella organiza-
tion for North American Jewish federations was canceled during a
meeting in New York on Wednesday, according to Gail Reiss, the
UJC’s senior associate vice president.

The trip, originally set for Oct. 14-18, has been rescheduled for
October 2002.

Reiss told JTA that participants were concerned about the
possibility of becoming stranded in Europe, as were many travelers
just after the Sept. 11 attacks on the World Trade Center and the
Pentagon.

UJC spokesman Glenn Rosenkrantz told JTA that the Israel
segment of the mission is expected to take place as planned from
Oct; 18-22.

On the agenda are meetings with Israeli Prime Minister Ariel
Sharon and with members of Knesset, a visit to Jerusalem’s
beleaguered Gilo neighborhood and a Sabbath evening with
Jerusalem Mayor Ehud Olmert.

Reiss said the group was disappointed about canceling the trip
to Berlin, which was to include meetings with the U.S. and Israeli
ambassadors to Germany, representatives of the German Foreign
Ministry and the President’s Office, a private tour of the new
Jewish Museum in Berlin and the location of the Wannsee Confer-
ence in Potsdam, where the Nazis’ devised their “Final Solution”
to the Jewish question.

“We want to have a better understanding of the Jewish
community in one of the centers of Europe, we want to understand
our past as we move to the future, and we want to understand the
relationship of Germany to the United States and Israel,” Reiss said
in a telephone interview.

She noted that Germany is Israel’s No. 2 economic partner
after the United States. Reiss said she had contacted all hosts in
Berlin with regrets about the cancellation. “All of them said they
will be on the books for next year,” she said.

Several American Jewish organizations made official visits to
Berlin early in 2001, including B’nai B’rith, the Conference of
Presidents of Major American Jewish Organizations, the North
American Boards of Rabbis and the World Union for Progressive
Judaism. O

Berlin pulls extremist TV ads

BERLIN (JTA) — Berlin’s public broadcast authority has

pulled TV campaign ads of the extreme right-wing National Party
of Germany.

The ads, which appeared before upcoming Berlin mayoral and
legislative elections, condemn the U.S.-led war on terrorism and
show Berlin landmark buildings in flames, as if under attack. O




