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TOP NEWS IN BRIEF

Sides agree to bolster truce

Israeli Foreign Minister Shimon Peres and
Palestinian Authority President Yasser Arafat agreed
to take a series of steps aimed at turning g shaky,
week-old truce into a lasting cease-fire.

Just three miles from their meeting site in the
Goza Strip, a 16-year-old Palestinian boy was killed
and 11 youngsters wounded when lsraeli troops fired
on a crowd of rock-throwers. The incident occurred
after three Israeli soldiers were wounded when Pales-
tinians set off an explosion at an army post in the
same area.

U.S. welcomes agreement

The United States welcomed an Israeli-Palestin-
ian agreement to work foward creating o Jasting
pedace.

The “meeting and agreement constitute an
important first step forward to restoring the trust and
confidence and changing the situation on the ground
that would benefit both the Palestinians and the
Israelis,” White House spokesman Ari Fleischer said
Wednesday.

Israel goes on high alert

Israeli security forces went on high alert for Yom
Kippur. The country sealed its international borders
and dlosed off the West Bank and Gaza Strip until the
end of the holiday Thursday night.

Iranian leader: We won’t help U.S.

Iran’s supreme leader said on Wednesday his
country would provide no help to the United States in
any attack on Afghanistan.

“We do not believe America is sincere enough fo
lead an international move against terrorism,” Ayatol-
lah Ali Khamenei said Wednesday. “America has ifs
hands deep in blood for all the crimes committed by
the Zionist regime.” He spoke two days after U.S.
Secretary of State Colin Powell said Iran should halt its
support for terrorism if it wanted to be a part of o
U.S.-led anti-terror coalifion.

REMINDER: Because of Yom
Kippur, the JTA DALY NEws
BULLETIN will not be published
Friday, Sept. 28.
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NEWS ANALYSIS
Peres-Arafat meeting embroiled

in competing post-terror forces
By David Landau

JERUSALEM (JTA) — It is too early to tell whether the long-awaited and
controversial meeting between Israeli Foreign Minister Shimon Peres and Palestinian
Authority President Yasser Arafat will produce a true cease-fire and a resumption of
peace negotiations between the two sides.

Wednesday’s meeting, which produced a commitment to turn a shaky, week-old
truce into a lasting cease-fire, had a symbolic significance that went beyond any of the
details contained in its final communique. Indeed, it made its impact felt even before the
meeting was held on the eve of Yom Kippur.

It almost brought down Israel’s unity government, with intense arguments raging
about whether to hold the meeting at all. Prime Minister Ariel Sharon found himself
awkwardly placed between his government’s rightist faction and Peres, his dovish Labor
Party foreign minister.

And it became entangled in a web of diplomatic maneuvering by the United States
to form an international coalition against terror.

If the Peres-Arafat meeting does prove a turning point in the Israeli-Palestinian
relationship, and the course of events in this troubled land is markedly changed, the
catalyst will have been the terror attacks on America and the diplomatic aftermath,

The Palestinians say the armed intifada is now effectively over, or at least greatly
reduced. They cite the categorical orders issued publicly by Arafat, in Arabic, last
weekend to military and paramilitary groups under his command to cease their attacks
on Israel and Israelis and to rein in the opposition and fundamentalist groups such as
Hamas and Islamic Jihad.

They cite, too, the fact, confirmed by Israeli military sources, that the level of
violence, though not completely halted — Palestinian gunmen carried out two fatal
ambushes of Israeli women driving on West Bank roads — has dropped considerably
during the past week.

Israeli sources also say that Arafat, for the first time since the intifada began exactly
one year ago, is acting in earnest to restrain would-be terrorists.

This sentiment — along with much international pressure — helped provide the
opening for Wednesday’s meeting near the Gaza airport.

In a joint communique issued after two hours of talks, the two sides renewed their
commitment to recommendations made in May by the Mitchell Commission, a U.S.-led
international panel that set out a series of confidence-building measures to help end the
Israeli-Palestinian violence.

The communique said the two sides would resume security cooperation, Israel
would lift its blockades on Palestinian population centers and Arafat would clamp down
on Palestinian attacks against Israel. Peres and Arafat also agreed to hold a second
meeting “within a week or so,” the communique said.

Arafat’s decision to end the violence is seen as a direct response to the popular
Palestinian reaction that followed the Sept. 11 attacks on the World Trade Center and
the Pentagon. Palestinian and outside observers say Arafat and his top leadership were
appalled by the scenes of public rejoicing in the Gaza Strip, the West Bank and in
refugee camps in Lebanon and Jordan.

For the Palestinian leadership, these scenes, captured by Western media despite the
Palestinian Authority’s strenuous efforts, evoked memories of Arafat’s dalliance with
Saddam Hussein during the 1991 Gulf War and the huge price, in terms of Western
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Jerusalem separation plan eyed
Jerusalem police officials are drafting a plan to
erect barriers between the city's Jewish and Arab
neighborhoods, Israel’s Army Radio reported Tuesday.
The minister of public security, Uzi Landau, said he
supports the plan because it will make it harder for
terrorists o enter Israel from the West Bank.

Sharon called Mideast cancer

Prime Minister Ariel Sharon was called “the
cancer at the center of the Middle East crisis” by an
uanamed official in Britain's Foreign Office, according
to the Guardian newspaper.

A Foreign Office spokesman later told the Jerusa-
lem Post that “these unatttributed remarks” in “no
way represent the views of the Foreign Office or the
government. Whoever made them is not speaking for
the government.”

Sacred songs hit the Net

The Jewish National and University Library of the
Hebrew University of Jerusalem posted on its Internet
site a sampling of several ethnic versions of the High
Holidays' musical liturgy in a digitized audio (MP3)
format.

To hear the selections, go to http://jnul.huji.ac.il.
The segments are from the extensive recorded collec-
tion of Jewish ethnic music in the National Sound
Archives at the library.

U.S. firm hires Barak

Former Israeli Prime Minister Ehud Barak was
recently named special adviser for Texas-based Elec-
tronic Data Systems Corp., where he will advise the
company on infernational business and policy issues.

He will be special adviser to the chairman and
chief executive of the company, which runs computer
systems, Web sites and data centers for government
agencies and corporations.
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support and popularity, that the Palestinian cause paid for that blunder.

Indeed, American public support for the Palestinians fell dramatically after Sept.
11, according to polls. Arafat knows, say analysts, that if the Palestinians’ standing
continues to plummet in American public and governmental opinion, there will be
powerful forces in Israel that will move to exploit his weakened situation, perhaps even
by removing him and his coterie altogether.

On the Israeli side, that is precisely the sentiment one hears on the political right —
much of which is represented in Sharon’s Cabinet.

“If I was hesitant before Sept. 11 about a Peres-Arafat meeting, but did not act to
block it,” says Eli Yishai, the Shas Party leader, “after Sept. 11, I see no reason to
proceed with it. It will only strengthen Arafat and weaken us.”

Yishai cited top Israeli intelligence officers who had warned that such a meeting
would give Arafat legitimacy in American eyes and enable him to be part of the
anti-terror coalition being built by the Bush administration.

Without saying so explicitly, Yishai plainly agreed with hard-liners in Israel who
believed that the new world configuration against terror immediately following Sept. 11
presented the Jewish state with a golden opportunity to defeat and perhaps even remove
Arafat. After all, Arafat had encouraged — or at least not prevented — acts of
indiscriminate terrorism perpetrated against Israel over the past 12 months.

Another powerful player on the right, with influence over Sharon, is former Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu.

In a slew of statements since Sept. 11, Netanyahu openly compared Arafat to
Osama bin Laden and said Israel should take this opportunity to get rid of him.

The former premier is plainly preparing his political comeback, preparing either to
directly challenge Sharon for the Likud leadership or to lead a right-of-Likud alliance
of parties to topple the premier.

For his part, Peres was livid that the meeting with Arafat that Sharon had approved
on Saturday night had been canceled on Sunday morning. He told his Labor colleagues
he was going “on holiday” and muttered threats about quitting his job.

The next day, Sharon and Peres breakfasted together and patched up their quarrel.

Peres’ view, diametrically opposed to that of the hard-liners, is that the trauma of
Sept. 11 provides a new opportunity for both Israel and the Palestinians to set aside
violence and return to diplomacy.

Peres also feels Israel must, for its own national interests, respond favorably and
promptly to Washington'’s request that it do its part to resume peace talks as its indirect
contribution to the evolving anti-terror coalition. ‘

Peres on Tuesday mocked Netanyahu — “Who is he? The president of America?”
— for assuring Israeli TV viewers that there was no U.S. pressure on Israel to hold the
meeting with Arafat. Peres broadly implied that in fact the opposite was the case: There
was massive pressure from Bush and Secretary of State Colin Powell.

Beyond the considerations of party and domestic politics, Sharon seems genuinely
torn between his gut sympathy for the hard-liners and his realization that this position
is out of synch with the U.S. administration, now girding itself for war,

Bush and his team, whatever their personal views of Arafat, clearly do not wish to
extend their anti-terror war to include the Palestinian leader, or even the Palestinian
radicals, at least at this initial stage.

What they do want is quiet on the ground and progress, or at least the impression
of progress, in the long-stalled peace process between Israel and the Palestinians.

This, they reason, will make it much easier for moderate Arab states to align with
the U.S. anti-terror effort. Given the Palestinians’ record on terrorism, that American
perspective is not easy for Israelis to swallow.

On the Israeli left, it is made more palatable by the hope that an evolving “new
world order” and an America newly energized internationally will spell new prospects
for a political settlement between Israel and the Palestinians.

Israeli peaceniks recall that Bush’s father dragged the then-Likud government to the
Madrid peace conference, in the wake of the Gulf War, and it ultimately led to the Oslo
peace process.

For the Israeli right, the same recollection and the thought of new pressures in the
aftermath of an American military campaign — perhaps as payback to the Arab states
— is all the more worrisome. These fears only compound the sense of deep discomfort
over Arafat’s being “legitimized” by his meeting with Peres. O
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Reform Jews asked to do more

The Reform movement of North America asked
ifs congregations o do more to help vidtims of the
Sept. 11 terror attack against the United States.

The movement also asked its members fo reach
out to Muslim, Arab and Sikh American communities
that have been the targets of hundreds of hate crimes
since the attack.

Jewish veterans may get medals

American Jewish war veterans previously denied
consideration for the Congressional Medal of Honor
could soon be eligible to receive the medal. Language
included in a version of the defense authorization bill
passed by the U.S. House of Representatives on Tues-
day directs the armed services fo review records fo
determine whether some veterans deserve the com-
mendation.

Some have alleged that Jewish war veterans were
denied the nation’s highest military honor because of
postwar anti-Semitism.

Lithuania may name collaborators

Prosecutors in Lithuania said they would name
76 Lithuanians unfairly deared of war crimes as Nazi
collaborators because new evidence regarding their
World Wor Il adtivifies had come fo light.

Soon after Lithuania dedared independence from
the Soviet Union in 1990, it passed a low rehabilitating
people who were convicted by Soviet courts, most of
them for resisting Moscow's rule. But Nazi hunters said
the law also sheltered war criminals in Lithuania.

Arab film festival canceled

An Arab film festival scheduled to be held in
Berkeley, Calif., wos recently canceled because of the
terror attacks in New York and Washington. The
festival’s organizers don't plan to reschedule the event,
which was to include three films presenting the Pales-
tinian view of current Israeli-Palestinian violence.

Showtime delays airing film

A USS. television cable network is postponing
Sunday’s broadcast of o movie about a Jewish neo-
Nazi because of the Sept. 11 terror attacks. “The
Believer” will be rescheduled on Showtime when “our
audience might be more receptive to this kind of
strong drama,” the network said in o statement.

L.A. school plans new building
The University of Judaism broke ground Sunday
for a student union, its first major structure in 20 years,
The 12,000-square foot Averbach Student Union
at the 225-student Los Angeles campus, will house
offices of student organizations, as well as a study
space and a fitness center.
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Israel rates high marks in polls

in wake of terror attacks on U.S.
By Sharon Samber

WASHINGTON (JTA) — Israel gets strong backing from Americans in the wake
of the Sept. 11 terror attacks, according to two recently released polls.

Some 92 percent of those surveyed in one of these polls endorse “full cooperation”
between the United States and Israel in combating terrorism.

The poll of 1,011 Americans was conducted Sept. 14-18 by the Institute for Jewish
and Community Research and the Center for Middle Eastern Studies at the Hudson
Institute. .

“You don’t see these kinds of numbers — that’s as close to unanimous as you’ 11
ever get in a national poll. It means that the American public is almost completely
behind Israel and American support for Israel and American cooperation with Israel,”
said Gary Tobin, the president of the San Francisco-based Institute for Jewish and
Community Research.

In a second poll, 55 percent of Americans said they back Israel in its conflict with
the Palestinians; 7 percent backed the Palestinians.

That CNN/USA Today/Gallup poll of 1,032 Americans was taken Sept. 14-15.

Both polls have a 3 percent margin of error.

“These polls demonstrate the solidarity between Americans and Israelis,” said Tim
Wauliger, the president of the American Israeli Public Affairs Committee.

“In the wake of the Sept. 11 terrorist attacks on America, Americans understand that
we should support another country which has been relentlessly attacked by terrorists and
which shares our values of democracy, sanctity of human life and tolerance for
differences in personal beliefs.”

Gallup has been tracking this issue for years, and usually more Americans express
sympathy for Israel than for the Palestinians. Support for the Palestinians has generally
been about twice what it is now.

The sharp rise in sympathy for the Jewish state is a direct result of Americans’
experiencing firsthand the threat of terrorism that has plagued Israel, said David
Makovsky, a senior fellow at the Washington Institute for Near East Policy.

“Americans identify with Israel’s plight,” he said.

Some observers had worried that Americans might blame the World Trade Center
and Pentagon attacks on U.S. support for Israel. But Makovsky said a backlash against
Israel won’t happen because Americans realize that what’s driving Osama bin Laden,
the prime suspect in the terrorist attacks, is not anti-Israel feelings but rather the U.S.
presence in the Persian Gulf and Western culture.

Among the other findings of Tobin’s poll:

* Asked the likely cause of the recent terrorist attacks on the United States, 64.3
percent of Americans blamed the growing number of Arab terrorist groups and the
countries that harbor them, while 20.1 percent blamed American support for Israel.
Young people and those with incomes over $75,000 were more likely to blame
American support for Israel.

* 73.7 percent of Americans said the United States should develop closer relations,
or not change current relations, with Israel as a result of the attack, while 11.7 percent
said the United States should begin to distance itself from Israel. Support for closer ties
to Israel were strongest in the South and among people living in rural areas.

= 74.6 percent of Americans said Israel should “do whatever is necessary” to find
and destroy terrorists who threaten serious harm to its citizens, with an additional 7.9
percent agreeing, but adding qualifying comments. Support for this view was
particularly strong among Republicans, respondents 18-44 and those in the North
Central and South regions.

Meanwhile, a Time/CNN poll taken Sept. 13 reported that only 10 percent of
respondents said they feel more favorably about Israel as a result of the attacks and 21
percent feel less favorably. Some 42 percent of respondents in this poll said they feel
less favorably toward Palestinians after the Sept.11 events.

According to Tobin, the favorability question is less relevant.

“Whether Americans have favorable or unfavorable views doesn’t matter,” said
Tobin. “They want Israel to be a partner in fighting terrorism.” O
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Israel may be dragged into debate

as U.N. meets to discuss terrorism
By Michael J. Jordan

NEW YORK (JTA) — As a growing chorus of Arab and
Muslim leaders here and around the world blame the Sept. 11
assault on U.S. support for Israel, pro-Israel activists are preparing
to return to what has historically been an anti-Israel arena, the
United Nations.

The world body was scheduled to reconvene for general debate
of the General Assembly on Sept. 24, but canceled that session
following the terrorist hijackings.

While the official start has now been pushed back to some time
in November, the Sept. 11 attacks and anticipation of U.S.-led
retaliation spurred the United Nations to move up its annual debate
on terrorism to start on Oct, 1.

And Israel, which after Sept. 11 expected a groundswell of
sympathy for its own campaign against terrorists, may find itself
under rhetorical assault. However, criticism of Israel may be less
virulent because animus against the Arab world has increased in the
weeks since the attacks.

The Arab world is trying to deflect attention from the Middle
Eastern background of the hijackers and their alleged accomplices,
say Jewish observers.

The U.N. special session will likely feature debate on “What
is terrorism?” And a bloc of six Gulf Arab states — most promi-
nently, Saudi Arabia — announced this week they will support the
coalition only if action were also taken against Israel and its
“terrorism” against the Palestinians.

“If they say Israel conducts terrorism, it wouldn’t be smart
because it would backlash against them,” an Israeli diplomatic
source told JTA. “We would blame each and every one of them for
supporting terrorism. We would not leave any stone unturned.”

Israel, said the Israeli diplomat, will trot out something along
the lines of the definition of the Mitchell Commission, a U.S.-led
mission that earlier this year analyzed the causes of ongoing Israeli-
Palestinian violence.

“Terrorism involves the deliberate killing and injuring of
randomly selected noncombatants for political ends,” the Mitchell
report says. “It seeks to promote a political outcome by spreading
terror and demoralization throughout a population,”

The Arab world is expected to distinguish between “good
terrorism” and “bad terrorism™: Their traditional argument is that
anti-Israel attacks are a function of the Palestinian liberation
movement.

At least for now, the United States appears to be backing off
its earlier vow to wipe out terrorism around the globe. President
Bush, in his Sept. 20 address to the nation, said the coalition would
snuff out only those terrorist networks with “global reach.”

Some analysts suspect that was veiled assurance to the Arab
world in order to convince more states in the region to join Bush’s
coalition, that the purveyors of terror in Israel had nothing to fear
from Washington. For Israel, adding insult to injury is that Syria is
virtually assured of being elected soon to a two-year term on the
U.N. Security Council.

The U.S. State Department lists Syria as a state sponsor of
terrorism, and Israel accuses Damascus of supporting Hezbollah,
the Islamic militants freely operating across Israel’s northern border
in southern Lebanon. Yet, Syria is the selected candidate of the
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“Asia Group” — which is Israel’s natural geographic home and
denies membership to the Jewish state.

Syria needs a majority of votes within the 189-member U.N.
General Assembly, which is dominated by Arab and Muslim
member-states.

Elections have yet to be scheduled, but are traditionally held
in mid-October with the two-year term commencing Jan. 1.

Led by permanent members China, Russia, France, Great
Britain and the United States, each Security Council member is
entrusted to maintain international peace and security; investigate
and recommend methods for resolving international disputes, like
economic sanctions or military action; and authorize the use of
military actions against aggressors.

Having Syria render such judgment “is like appointing Al
Capone to be chief of police,” said an Israeli diplomat.

The imminent election of Syria, at least in the eyes of Wash-
ington and Jerusalem, will extend the world body’s recent slide into
disrepute. But Syria’s election to the Security Council appears to be
a fait accompli.

First came the U.S. ouster in May from the UN. Commission
on Human Rights; Sudan, which permits one of the world’s last
remaining slave trades to thrive within its borders, joined a
commission already populated by notorious human rights abusers
like Syria, Cuba and China.

Then came the UN. World Conference Against Racism,
recently hosted by Durban, South Africa.

The Palestinians and their allies in the Middle East and Third
World successfully rammed through a declaration approved by
nongovernmental organizations that indicted Israel for “ethnic
cleansing,” “genocide,” *
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racism,” and “apartheid.”

The United States and Israel soon walked out, and mounting
disgust among other Westerners with the conference’s “hijacking”
prevented an equally harsh denunciation of Israel in the govern-
mental declaration.

Coming out of Durban, American Jewish activists predicted an
all-out diplomatic offensive by pro-Palestinian forces to implement
a “South Africa” strategy against Israel. But Sept. 11 appears to
have knocked the wind from those sails. Jewish activists and Israeli
diplomats say they detect more muted behavior.

And it’s not surprising: It would be less than convincing, they
say, for anyone to take the U.N. dais and paint Israel as the world’s
greatest evil when so much of the world now believes that mantle
belongs to the perpetrators of the World Trade Center atrocity.

“Obviously, life has changed, so the Palestinians will have to
play things a little differently,” said Malcolm Hoenlein, executive
vice chairman of the Conference of Presidents of Major American
Jewish Organizations.

“But, will they try to pull the same stuff against Israel that they
always pull? Yes. Do I think it will be relevant to the overall
discussion? No.”

It would be easy for Jewish activists to dismiss the world body
as blatantly biased against Israel, widely discredited and disre-
garded in the United States, and therefore, not worthwhile having
relations with. But the fact remains that much of the globe looks to
the United Nations as a moral authority on a vast array of issues.

The United Nations itself, led by Secretary-General Kofi
Annan, maintains that it can be a key influence in bringing about
Middle East peace.

And on Monday, Annan, bolstered by support from Washing- -
ton and Moscow, said the United Nations would assume a major
role in the international fight against terrorism. O




