TOP NEWS IN BRIEF |

U.S.: PLO involved in viclence

The US. State Department determined that
elements of the PLO were involved in ads of violence
against Isroel during the past year, and that Palestin-
ian leaders did not attempt to prevent the attacks.
However, the department did not find conclusive
evidence that the leaders were involved in planning or
approving violence foward lsraelis. [Puge 3]

Palestinians threaten journalist

The Associated Press is refusing to release its
footage of Palestinians celebrating Tuesday's terror
attacks on New York and Washington.

The move came after Palestinian Authority
security forces reportedly warned the AP’s cameraman
against showing the film, and militia men assocdiated
with Palestinian Authority President Yasser Arafat’s
Fatah Party threatened to kill him.

Meanwhile, Israel’s Foreign Press Assocation on
Thursday accused Palestinian officials of failing to stop
Palestinian gunmen who tried to suppress media
coverage of Palestinians celebrating the attacks in the
United States.

French ambassador causes furor

France’s ambassador to Israel caused a furor
when he said terror attacks against the United States
are not the same as terror attacks against Israel.

Speaking Wednesday at o Rosh Hashanah
reception hosted by Israeli President Moshe Katsav,
Jacques Huntzinger said the attacks in New York and
Washington targeted civilians, while the Middle East
contlict is between nations. Terror attacks in Israel are
“linked with a situation of conflict between lsrael and
the Palestinian people. It is not the same situation in
the United Stafes.”

Sharon: ‘Arafat is our bin Laden’

U.S. Sewretary of State Colin Powell called Israeli
Prime Minister Ariel Sharon and Palestinian Authority
President Yasser Arafat to urge the two sides to hold
cease-fire talks.

During his conversation with Powell, Sharon
compared Arafat to Saudi terror mastermind Osama
bin Laden, o leading suspect in organizing svidide
terror attacks this week in the United States. Israel
Radio quoted Sharon as saying, “Everyone has his own
bin Laden. Arafat is our bin Laden.”
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BEHIND THE HEADLINES
In devastated Manhattan, Jews

sharing grief of all New Yorkers
By Michael J. Jordan

NEW YORK (JTA) — In the camage of Manhattan, some Jews immediately placed
Tuesday’s terror attacks in the context of the Middle East conflict, while others felt
them first and foremost as New Yorkers.

On Tuesday night, hundreds of New York Jews joined their Christian neighbors to
share sadness, rage and disbelief at an interfaith prayer vigil with the Church of St. Paul
and St. Andrew.

A decade ago, the Methodist church had opened its doors to the 2,000 families of
Congregation B’nai Jeshurun when the conservative shul’s roof collapsed one night.

The two still share the stone neo-classical church on the Upper West Side, with BJ,
as it is known, holding Friday night and Saturday morning services there.

At the church Tuesday, audience members sobbed or sniffled, parents squeezed
their children tightly and spouses stroked each other’s arms.

Christian prayers and hymmns, such as “Amazing Grace,” alternated with Hebrew
psalms and songs, separated by long pauses of silence and reflection.

The rabbis and reverends spoke before a large cloth banner that concealed a
crucifix. In brown-on-beige lettering, the banner read: “How Good It Is When Brothers
and Sisters Dwell Together in Harmony.”

As Rabbi Felicia Sol said, “It’s also good when brothers and sisters dwell together
even when there isn’t harmony.”

“We are responding together as a faith community, to express whatever emotions
need to be expressed: our prayers and pain and anger,” Sol later told JTA. “Sometimes,
the best response is only to be together.”

Outside the church, New York was eerily quiet. Streets mostly were empty, shops
had closed early, and police officers were stationed on virtually every street corner.

On the comer outside St. Paul and St. Andrew, one middle-aged Jewish woman
was crying beside her friend.

Donna Cohen, the one overcome by emotion, focused on U.S. reaction.

“I say kill the bastards,” said Cohen, a native New Yorker visiting from St. Louis,
where she now lives. “And I'm the ultra-liberal Democrat, who would never say that.”

Her friend, Marlene Altman, said she suspected the terrorist attack was a response
to last week’s U.N. World Conference Against Racism in Durban, South Africa, where
the United States had walked out to protest the harsh rhetorical attacks on Israel.

“There was a feeling that the Palestinians or terror groups would not be happy with
this administration because of its support for Israel,” Altman said. “It was quick
retaliation.”

Cohen, though, feared that middle America may question why the United States is
standing so strongly beside Israel.

“I'm afraid that someone’s going to wake up tomorrow morning and say ‘It’s the
Jews’ fault,’ ” she said.

But Cohen says she was reassured by an Italian American friend, who predicted
any backlash would be against the Arab worid.

The friend even predicted that Arab Americans might experience the same type of
suspicions as were cast on Japanese Americans after the 1941 attack on Pear] Harbor.

Much will depend on how President Bush publicly interprets these events,
observers say.

Bush could seize the opportunity to emphasize why Washington stands by
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3 Palestinians killed in fighting

Israeli forces exchanged fire with Palestinian
gunmen in the West Bank cities of Jericho and Jenin.
At least three Palestinians were killed in Thursday’s
fighting. Israel said that incursions this week into the
two dities, which lasted several hours, were intended to
“root out terror.”

[n more fighting, Israel destroyed Palestinian
security positions in the West Bank city of Kalkilya. The
army said the attacks came in response to o Palestin-
ian drive-by shooting Wednesday that killed an Israeli
woman.

Also on Thursday, Israeli soldiers shot and killed
a Palestinian man near a village north of Jerusalem.
The soldiers opened fire when the man reportedly did
not follow orders fo stop his vehicle at a roadblock.

Peres, Arafat meeting planned

An Israeli diplomatic source told Reuters that
Foreign Minister Shimon Peres and Palestinian Av-
thority President Yasser Arafat have agreed to meet
Sunday in the Gaza Strip. Palestinian officials did not
confirm Thursday's report.

Several conservative Cabinet ministers made
public appeals to Prime Minister Ariel Sharon on
Thursday to keep Peres from attending the meeting.
Yishai said this week's terror aftacks in the United
States prove it is fruitless to work with leaders like
Arafat, according to the Jerusalem Post.

Tel Aviv to hold solidarity rally

The Jewish Agency for Israel and the Tel Aviv
municipality are holding a rally to show solidarity with
the American people following Tuesday's acts of terror.
The rally is slated to take place Saturday night in
Rabin Square in Tel Aviv.

In a related development, downtown Jerusalem's
main thoroughfare, Jaffa Road, will be renamed “New
York Street” for one month.
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democratic allies like Israel, some said, or he could tap into the isolationist vein in
American society.

Near Cohen and Altman, two younger Jewish men debated how they now would
explain to Americans Israel’s actions in its conflict with the Palestinians.

“Now you know what it feels like. So I don’t want to hear anymore criticism about
Israel’s ‘assassinations’ of Palestinians,” one of the men said rhetorically.

Perhaps more than others, Israelis in New York can relate to what happened
Tuesday. Three young Israelis, recently finished with army duty and traveling the
world, were speaking Hebrew on Tuesday on the Manhattan subway.

They had just arrived last week from Bogota, Colombia, and wondered what effect
Tuesday’s catastrophe would have on the American psyche.

“I think it will shake up the American citizens so that they will see what our life is
like,” said 25-year-old ‘Alon, from Tel Aviv. “‘Now you’ll understand what it’s like
when we kill some Arabs and they call us Nazis. What can you do about terrorism?”

But one of his friends, a 23-year-old also named Alon, suggested that terrorism
might not make as deep an impact here as in Israel.

He said he was surprised to see some Americans sunbathing in Central Park on
Tuesday afternoon, just hours after the attacks.

“For a short time, it will affect America, but this is American culture and
everything passes so quickly,” the Eilat native said. “Something else will come along
and Americans will go back to their normal lives.” a

In Washington, angry Jews pray

and reflect — and demand justice
By Sharon Samber

WASHINGTON (JTA) — Just seven miles from the fire-ravaged Pentagon, nearly
1,500 local Jews pitted the power of prayer against the power of terror.

The group gathered Thursday at Adas Israel Congregation in Washington for a
memorial service to the victims of Tuesday’s terror acts in New York and Washington.

At least 175 people are believed to have died in the Pentagon when terrorists
steered a hijacked jetliner into the symbol of American military might. In New York,
where two hijacked planes brought down the World Trade Center’s twin towers, the
death toll is expected to be in the thousands.

Prayer and reflection were the main sentiments of the prayer vigil — along with a
call for justice. “We must act forcefully,” said Rabbi David Saperstein, director of the
Religious Action Center of Reform Judaism. To place the blame on Israel is a
“deception,” he added.

Rabbi Jeffrey Wohlberg said the world now better understands the anguish and
pain Israel suffers from frequent Palestinian terrorism.

“Peace, peace, but there is no peace,” Wohlberg quoted from the Prophet Jeremiah.

Many people were in tears, but their desire for some sort of justice was palpable.

A united reading of Psalm 94 — which includes a call for the “God of retribution”
to appear — was thundering.

“Judgment shall again accord with justice and all the upright shall rally to it,”
participants read. “He will make their evil recoil upon them, annihilate them through
their own wickedness; the Lord our God will annihilate them.”

Participants chanted the El Maleh Rachamim prayer for those killed in the terror
strikes, and sang a prayer for peace and “God Bless America.”

The American flag and Israeli flag stood at the front of the synagogue sanctuary,
a memorial candle between them.

Just as American leaders have shown solidarity with Israel after tragedies there,
Israeli Ambassador David Ivry said he came to the memorial service in Washington
with a “saddened soul.”

Israel stands “hand in hand with America in its time of hardship,” Ivry said.

Ivry said the United States and Israel would forever remain partners in the quest for
peace. He noted that incitement and hatred brought about the attacks.

“The power of words has become more dangerous than the power of weapons,” he
said. I
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Iraq trumpets U.S. death toll

An Iraqi newspaper trumpeted the idea that the
death toll from Tuesday's terror attacks against the
United States could be twice that of Irag's losses in the
1991 Gulf War. The comment Thursday in the Babel
newspaper, which is owned by President Saddam
Hussein's son, Uday, came after Iragi media said
earlier in the week that the “American cowboy”
deserved the attacks for its “crimes against humanity.”

Arafat: Kids, show solidarity

Palestinian Authority President Yasser Arafat is
urging Palestinian schoolchildren in the West Bank
and Gaza Strip to take part in demonstrations support-
ing the United States, Israel’s Army Radio reported.

Arafat and other Palestinion officials have
embarked on o damage control campaign after
Palestinians took to the streets Tuesday to celebrate
this week’s ferror aftacks.

Food relief planned in Philly

Hundreds of volunteers are expected to distribute
food to needy Jewish families in Philadelphia in honor
of the victims of the terrorist attacks in New York and
Washington.

The Jewish Relief Agency, a nonprofit affiliated
with the Lubavitch movement and the Jewish Federa-
fion of Greater Philadelphia, is coordinating Sunday's
event, calling it “The Last Big Mitzvah of 5761.”

El Al flight first to leave N.Y area

ATel Aviv-bound EI Al flight was the first passen-
ger plane to leave the New York City area since Tues-
day's terror attacks in the United States. Thursday's
flight departed from Newark International Airport,
according to the Jerusalem Post.

Report: 3 exult, face deportation

Three men who celebrated as the World Trade
Center collapsed are facing deportation, according to
The New York Post. The men, described s illegal
immigrants from the Middle East, were arrested in
New Jersey earlier this week based on a fip from
witnesses who saw them “cheering” and “jumping up
and down" after the attack, the newspaper reported.

Suspected war criminal dies at 85

A suspected Nazi war criminal died Wednesday at
85 in Scotland. Scottish officials recently refused to
extradite Anton Gecas to his native Lithuania, citing his
poor health.

Gecas was accused of having been a platoon
commander of a pro-Nazi police battalion responsible
for the deaths of some 30,000 civilians, including Jews.
On Thursday, Lithuanian prosecutors vowed to hunt for
other Lithuanians accused of Nazi-era war crimes.

U.S. report slams Palestinian leaders,

but it doesn’t link Arafat to terrorism
By Matthew E. Berger

WASHINGTON (JTA) — The State Department determined that elements of the
PLO were involved in acts of violence against Israel during the past year, and that
Palestinian leaders did not attempt to prevent the attacks.

However, the department did not find conclusive evidence that the leaders were
involved in planning or approving violence toward Israelis.

The information is contained in the semiannual PLO Commitments Compliance
Report, released to Congress on Wednesday.

The report examined the period from Dec. 16, 2000 to June 15, 2001. It found that
the Tanzim — the militia of Palestinian Authority President Yasser Arafat’s Fatah
movement — and Arafat’s elite presidential guard, Force 17, were involved in terror.

It also shows that Arafat and other senior Palestinian officials made “no serious or
sustained efforts” to prevent the acts “through clear instructions or to assume
responsibility over their compliance” until after the suicide bombing of a Tel Aviv disco
June 1.

“It is clear that Chairman Arafat and Palestinian leadership can and must do more
to end violence,” a State Department official said. “Without such an effort, it will be
impossible to move forward with implementation” of recommendations made by an
international commission led by former Sen. George Mitchell.

A spokesman for the Israeli Embassy in Washington, Mark Regev, said he sees a
direct link between Arafat and the violence in the region, saying Arafat controls the
security infrastructure in the West Bank and Gaza Strip and has ultimate authority over
the Tanzim militias.

“We believe that Chairman Arafat has strategic control over the terror,” Regev said.
“He can act when he chooses to do so to end the terrorism.”

The previous report — which covered the first months of the Isracli-Palestinian
violence that began last September — also did not directly link Arafat to the violence,
but did not specifically criticize the senior Palestinian leadership’s permissive attitude
toward terror. In the past, the report has been used by lawmakers and American Jewish
groups to urge the Bush administration to downgrade America’s relationship with the
Palestinian Authority.

Specifically, Jewish leaders want some of the Palestinian factions to be placed on
the State Department’s list of foreign terrorist organizations, which comes out next
month. But a State Department official said Thursday that the report is not necessarily
an indication that Palestinian groups will be added to the list.

“These are two distinct matters,” he said. “We are continuing to review the list of
foreign terrorist organizations.”

Suggestions also include downgrading the status of the PLO’s office in Washington
and not allowing Arafat and other Palestinian leaders to travel freely in the United
States. The official said congressional action forcing the president to take action against
the PLO would be “counterproductive.”

While the report has received significant attention in the past, it is unclear how
Tuesday’s terrorist attacks on the World Trade Center and the Pentagon will affect the
calls for action, given that Arafat is seen as part of the Arab bloc Bush believes he needs
to court to Jaunch an assault on terrorism.

The timing of the release, just a day after the most murderous terrorist attacks in
America’s history, was coincidental, the State Department official said.

American Jewish groups were not immediately available for comment. |

Peres calls for anti-terror force

JERUSALEM (JTA) — Israeli Foreign Minister Shimon Peres has called for the
creation of an international force for fighting terrorism.

Peres said Thursday that current international armed forces are designed for fighting
enemies who no longer exist, and should be converted to fight the new dangers
threatening civilization. o
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As debris of U.N. forum clears,

Jews ponder the consequences
By Michael J. Jordan

DURBAN, South Africa (JTA) — As terror struck New York
and Washington, Jewish activists were still recovering from the
ideological bomb of a U.N. conference that lashed out at Israel as
racist and apartheid.

The final governmental declaration adopted here last Saturday
by the U.N. World Conference Against Racism was dramatically
toned down in its criticism of Israel.

But an earlier declaration by nongovernmental organizations
remains on the ledger as, in the view of Jewish activists, the most
damning indictment of Jews since World War II.

The impact of the NGO declaration may be seen when a series
of U.N. forums resumes later this month.

Israel and the United States withdrew their delegations from
Durban several days after the NGO declaration, and vigorous
lobbying by European governments managed to remove direct
references to Israel from the conference’s final governmental
declaration. That prompted back-slapping in Jerusalem — but the
document nevertheless criticizes the Jewish state by implication.

Compromise language adopted Saturday, after the conference
had been extended a day in the search for a settlement, condemned
anti-Semitism and Islamophobia. The Arab bloc’s last-minute
effort to label foreign occupation “among the forms and sources of
racial discrimination” was also rejected.

But the conference did recognize the “plight of the Palestinian
people under foreign occupation.”

In Israel, Deputy Foreign Minister Michael Melchior breathed
a sigh of relief that the document did not “include one word
condemning Israel.” Foreign Minister Shimon Peres described it as
an “accomplishment for Israeli foreign policy.”

Beneath the spin, though, lay a more ominous truth.

It would be one thing for the United Nations to acknowledge
the Palestinian “plight” at, say, the U.N. General Assembly. It’s
another when the linkage is made at an anti-racism conference.

The implication is that Palestinian suffering is a result of
racism — and that Israel therefore must be practicing racism.

In contrast to the governmental declaration, the NGO declara-
tion requires no parsing. It accuses Israel of “genocide,” “ethnic
cleansing,” “racism” and “apartheid.”

It calls for the creation of an international tribunal to investi-
gate war crimes and other crimes that Israel allegedly has commit-
ted against the Palestinians.

And it unveils what Jewish observers say is a strategy aimed
at dismantling Israel through extreme international isolation.

In linking Israel with the old South Africa as pariah apartheid
states based on notions of racial superiority, the NGO declaration
proposes a similar recipe for dismantlement — “mandatory and
comprehensive sanctions and embargoes, the full cessation of all
links (diplomatic, economic, social, aid, military: cooperation and
training) between all states and Israel” and the “launch of an
International anti-Israel apartheid movement.”

While the “apartheid” tag is new, some Jewish activists
suggested it is merely an escalation in the Palestinian diplomatic
offensive against Israel.

“No doubt, the language adopted here is another brick in the

wall for those using international human-rights mechanisms to
delegitimize or even dismantle the Jewish state,” said Stacy
Burdett, the Anti-Defamation League’s associate director of
government affairs. “This movement has always existed. But our
opponents have demonstrated an unprecedented sophistication and
cunning.”

‘While the language may have changed, the intent remains the
same, said Irwin Cotler, a Canadian parliamentarian and renowned
human rights lawyer.

“In a world in which human rights has emerged as the secular
religion of our time, Israel, portrayed as the worst of human rights
violators, is the new anti-Christ,” said Cotler, who worked closely
with the Jewish caucus in Durban.

The declaration was so harsh that U.N. High Commissioner for
Human Rights Mary Robinson said she would not recommend it to
govemnmental delegates as a guideline for their own declaration.

However, Robinson said she also was determined that the final
declaration recognize the Palestinians’ “suffering” — indicating her
belief that a racism conference was the proper context for Palestin-
ian complaints.

While some observers and activists dismissed the NGO
declaration as irrelevant, the Palestinians and their allies will be
able to claim that the “voice of civil society” has spoken, since
roughly 8,000 NGO delegates from around the world were on hand.

Jewish activists suggested that the NGO statement was so
caustic that Palestinian sympathizers felt they could ease off in the
government document, appearing open to compromise.

But Jewish observers said they wouldn’t be surprised if the
“racist, apartheid” mantra comes up again when the U.N. General
Assembly reconvenes in New York later this month — and at an
upcoming U.N. conference on children, at the U.N. Human Rights
Commission and in other forums,

In addition, pro-Palestinian student groups plan to launch a
nationwide campaign on Oct. 12-14, urging people and institutions
to divest from “Israeli apartheid,” a la South Africa.

The declaration raises other questions. Some wonder whether
the European defense of Israel in the waning days of the confer-
ence was motived by a sense of justice or Europe’s longtime desire
to play a more influential role in the Mideast crisis.

Belgian Foreign Minister Louis Michel, whose country
currently holds the E.U.’s rotating presidency, hinted as much
when, at a news conference late Friday night, he boasted that the
continent is emerging as a “peace power.”

Since the intifada broke out a year ago, the Palestinians have
been pushing to marginalize the Americans — who the Arab world
considers hopelessly allied to Israel — and to “internationalize” the
Mideast crisis by bringing in other parties.

When the European Union came to Israel’s defense at Durban,
a Jordanian journalist lashed out at Michel, suggesting that the
E.U.’s hard bargaining was damaging its status as a “neutral”
player. Finally, with the Mideast conflict drowning out practically
all other causes at Durban — and detracting from a potentially
historic apology for slavery — there was concern about who would
be blamed for the missed opportunity.

Some at Durban grumbled about U.S. Jewish groups and
Israel, alleging that they have too much influence in Washington
and orchestrated the U.S. pullout. “Those groups who didn’t get
their issues aired fully will be looking for someone to blame,” said
Alan Gold, a spokesman for B’nai B’rith International. “And the
historic scapegoating is of the Jews.” O




