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TOP NEWS IN BRIEF

Bush addresses Jewish concerns

The GOP presidential front-runner told o gather-
ing of Republican Jews that “a safe and secure Israel
is in our nationol strategic interests.”

Texas Gov. George W. Bush, speaking at o
Republican Jewish Coalition event, said a final peace
deal has to be negotiated between Israel and the
Palestinians.

“A lasting peace will not happen if our govern-
ment fries to make Israel conform to our vision of
national security,” he added. [Page 1]

FBI probes shul attack

The FBI is investigating the attempted firebomb-
ing of a Reno synagogue as a possible hate crime.

A Molotov cocktail was thrown at the window of
Temple Emanu El on Tuesday.

But it failed to break the glass, falling to the
ground and leaving some bricks under the window
singed.

It is reportedly the third incident ot the syno-
gogue this year.

Swiss Jews fear backlash

Swiss Jewish leaders met with government
officials to discuss a possible anti-Semitic backlash
after an international panel of historians releases a
report next week on Switzerland's treatment of Jewish
refugees during World War Il

The report by the panel, known as the Bergier
Commission, is expected to contain a stinging rebuke
of the Alpine nation’s wartime policy toward the
refugees.

It is due to be published Dec. 10.

Forum to discuss identity cards
The chairman of Israel's committee on conversion
said the forum will discuss eliminating the “national-
ity" clause from state identity cards, meaning the state
would not have to rule on who is a Jew.
Cabinet minister Michael Melchior told the

Knesset that the question should not be resolved in the

Knesset, but in the synagogue.
Housing Minister Yitzhak Levy, of the National

Religious Party, accused Melchior of trying to blur !

Jewish identity.

Levy colled the notionality dause an important |

symbol of the state of Israel.

Republican presidential hopefuls

gather to woo GOP Jewish group
By Michael Shapiro

WASHINGTON (JTA) — A day before they were to square off in a New
Hampshire debate, the six Republican candidates jostling for their party’s presidential
nomination intensified their courtship of Jewish voters.

During Wednesday’s daylong event marking the 15th anniversary of the founding
of the Republican Jewish Coalition, the candidates delivered speeches to Jewish GOP
activists and took some questions from the crowd.

After politely listening to the five candidates trailing Texas Gov. George W. Bush
in the polls, a standing-room-only crowd of 700 Jewish activists and others gave the
GOP front-runner a rousing reception and surrounded him after he spoke, shaking hands
and taking pictures with the candidate.

Max Fisher, the scion of Jewish Republicans, even introduced Bush as the next
president of the United States to a round of applause.

Several of those in the crowd said Bush delivered his typical stump speech, adding
a few references to Israel. He spoke of his brand of “compassionate conservatism” —
not wanting people to feel left behind and rallying people of faith into “armies of
compassion” to help those less fortunate — and listed tax cut proposals that he had
unveiled in Jowa earlier in the day. The crowd liked Bush’s proposal to give scholar-
ships, or vouchers, to students in failing schools, but he did not discuss other hot-button
issues, like abortion and school prayer.

On the Middle East, Bush said “a safe and secure Israel is in our national strategic
interests” and added that a final peace deal has to be negotiated between Israel and the
Palestinians.

“A lasting peace will not happen if our government tries to make Israel conform to
our vision of national security,” Bush said, adding that a peace deal should not be
pushed “just for standing in the polls.”

Bush said his trip to Israel and the West Bank last year made it clear to him that
Israel should have anti-ballistic missile defense systems, such as the joint Israeli-U.S.
Arrow system.

Unlike four of his opponents, Bush did not mention his view on moving the U.S.
Embassy to Jerusalem from Tel Aviv. Sen. Orrin Hatch (R-Utah), Sen. John McCain
(R-Ariz.), Malcolm Forbes and Gary Bauer all said they would move the embassy.

The Clinton administration has resisted the move, saying it would damage the peace
process because the issue of Jerusalem needs to be worked out in final-status talks
between Israel and the Palestinians.

A Bush spokesman told JTA that the governor supports moving the embassy, and
Bush has said in the past that he “would start the process as soon as I got sworn in.”

Bauer, a conservative activist and former Reagan administration official, said he
would be willing to move the U.S. Embassy from Tel Aviv to eastern Jerusalem, which
the Palestinians want as their capital. The United States already owns a plot of land in
the western part of Jerusalem to build an embassy.

Israel says a united Jerusalem will remain the capital of the Jewish state.

Bush did not join most of the candidates in criticizing first lady Hillary Rodham
Clinton. The crowd applauded when they attacked her for not immediately denouncing
charges by Suha Arafat, the Palestinian Authority president’s wife, that Israeli troops
used poisonous gas against Palestinians.

McCain, who was warmly introduced by former UN. Ambassador Jeane
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MIDEAST FOCUS

Barak vows to fight inflation

Israeli Prime Minister Ehud Barak said he is
committed fo lowering inflation and would proted the
independence of the central bank, which has main-
tained a tight monetary policy.

Barak, who made the comments Thursday during
a speech in Tel Aviv to business executives, has yet to
name a successor to Bank of Israel Governor Jacob
Frenkel, who will step down Jan. 2.

Minister: Law of Return stays
The current Israeli government will not amend

the law guaranteeing immediate cifizenship to Jews . tion seeking to build for itself a self-serving legacy on which the Israelis have to bet

who move to Israel, Israel’s absorption minister said.

“We are not going fo change the Law of Return,”
Yuli Tamir said at a news conference in Moscow during
her three-day visit there. The issue has generated
controversy in recent weeks, particularly after reports
that the majority of recent immigrants from the former
Soviet Union are not Jewish.

Police find Iran-Contra document

Israeli police uncovered a classified document
linked to the Iran-Contra affair of the 1980s in the

offie of a private detective allegedly linked to a
murder conspiracy.

Investigators refused to divulge the contents of
the document, but they questioned how it came to be
in the possession of the detective, Oded Ben-Dov,
whom police are probing as part of their investigation
of former Ma'ariv publisher Ofer Nimrodi.

Palestinian legislator assaulted
Two suspects were detained in connection with an
assault on a Palestinian legislator who signed a leaflet
accwsing the self-rule government of corruption,
according to Palestinion officials. Movawiyah Masri,
who was lightly wounded in the leg by three assail-

ants, said he believes at least one of the attackers was !

a member of the Palestinian security services.
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Kirkpatrick, said he would “tend with care” the U.S.-Israel relationship and would
“participate in the Middle East peace process only in pursuit of genuine peace and not
some means to embellish my profile as a statesman.”

The comment was a jab at President Clinton, who is seen by some as trying to
secure his legacy by helping to secure a final peace deal between Israel and the
Palestinians before he leaves office in 2000.

“I would never ask the Israelis to sign on to any peace agreement that endangers
the lives of Israel for a false promise of peace,” he said, adding that he “would never
ask them to sacrifice tangible land in exchange for intangible promises” and would not
ask Israel to sign a final peace deal until all Palestinian commitments have been met.

McCain, who is running neck and neck with Bush in New Hampshire, is a distant
second in national polls.

Hatch also sounded the theme that it was up to Israel to determine the “pace and
modalities of the peace process” and raised concerns that Clinton was pressing the
peace process too aggressively.

“I am sick and tired of the U.S. meddling on the part of a presidential administra-

their lives,” he said to applause.

Hatch, a devout Mormon who at one point said Jerusalem should be the undivided
capital of Utah — he called the flub a Freudian slip — said he understood the
persecution Jews have suffered and said no president would care more about Israel than
him. Hatch and McCain criticized the Clinton administration on international affairs,
with McCain charging that it has “too often pursued a feckless, photo-op foreign
policy.”

Alan Keyes, a radio talk show host and former State Department official during the
Reagan administration, focused mostly on what he sees as the moral decay of the
country, saying he would not attack the Clinton administration on economic or foreign
policy because there are no major crises in those areas.

Forbes, the magazine publisher, said Israel’s creation and continued existence is
a “profound moral triumph” and said he would support the continued development and
deployment of the joint Arrow missile defense program.

New York City Mayor Rudolph Giuliani, who spoke during lunch and was
introduced as “Sen. Giuliani,” detailed the transformation the city has undergone during
his watch and made several references to how the first lady — his likely opponent for
the open Senate seat — is not a real New Yorker.

Giuliani said the administration should move the U.S. Embassy now.

He also said pressure should not be placed on Israel to make concessions. a

Rome on guard for anti-Semitic attacks

. from bombers and soccer fan hooligans

|

By Ruth E. Gruber

ROME (JTA) — Italian officials have stepped up security at possible targets of
anti-Semitic attacks.

The move follows two recent bombings in Italy’s capital that were linked to
neo-Nazi extremists. On Nov. 23, a rudimentary bomb damaged the entrance to Rome’s
Liberation Museum, dedicated to the World War II Resistance.

Three days later, police defused a similar homemade bomb at the entrance of a
Rome movie theater that was showing an Israeli film about the 1961 Jerusalem trial of
Holocaust architect Adolf Eichmann.

Anonymous callers saying they represented a group called the Anti-Zionist
Movement claimed responsibility for both bombs.

No one was injured in either incident, but the two events rang alarm bells among
political leaders and Jewish community officials alike. The incidents have focused
attention on neo-Nazi skinheads and other right-wing extremists, including hooligans
at soccer matches.

Jewish leaders for years have been trying to get soccer authorities to crack down
on racist and anti-Semitic slogans used by militant fans, to little avail. a
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Moynihan to Yeltsin: ‘Speak out’

Sen. Daniel Patrick Moynihan (D-N.Y.) asked
Russian President Boris Yeltsin to damp down on anti-
Semitism.

In a letter dated Nov. 30, Moynihan said he wrofe
“at the request of distinguished New Yorkers of various
faiths who are pained by reports of anti-Semitism in
Russia.”

Citing statements made by two Communist Party
officials, Gennady Zyuganov and Albert Makashov, the
senator from New York said their comments “remind

us of the darkest recesses of the Czarist and Stalinist |

eras” and urged Yeltsin fo “speak out against these
ugly manifestations of ethnic hatred.”

Memorial unveiled in Bosnia

Local dignitaries and religious leaders in Bosnia
attended a ceremony in the town of Mostar fo dedicate
a Holocaust memorial in the Jewish cemetery there.

The monument bears the names of 138 Mostar
Jews killed in the Shoah.

The Croatian and Muslim mayors of the divided
city attended the ceremony, as well as leading Ortho-
dox, Catholic and Muslim clergy.

Indiana Christmas play canceled

A public elementary school in Indiana canceled ifs
Christmas play after the Jewish father of one of the
students there complained that his son was forced to
appear in the play.

School officials at the Eldon Ready Elementary
School in Griffith said they were concerned about a
potential legal battle ensuing from the complaint of
Glenn Landsman.

Holocaust denier sentenced

A German neo-Nazi was sentenced fo two years
in prison without parole for denying the Holocaust.

Manfred Roeder, 70, was given the senfence
Thursday for referring to the Holocaust as a “humbug”
during an August 1998 election rally in the eastern
German city of Stralsund.

Roeder spent eight years in jail during the 1980s
for leading a neo-Nazi group in an attack that left two
Vietnamese refugees dead.

Daniel Elazar dies at 65

Daniel Elazar, a leading authority on Israel and
the world Jewish community, died Thursday at 65.

The author and editor of dozens of books, Elazar
founded and was president of the Jerusalem Center for
Public Affairs, a think tank focused on issues facing
world Jewry.

Elazar was also director of the Center for the
Study of Federalism at Temple University in Philadel-
phia.

Friday, December 3, 1999

With Holocaust testimony collected,

Spielberg tries to make it accessible
By Tom Tugend

LOS ANGELES (JTA) - In a huge tent on the Universal Studios lot, crammed with
advanced computer gear and large television screens, Steven Spielberg unveiled his
high-tech master plan to transmit and preserve the living testimony of Holocaust
survivors,

Hollywood’s most successful filmmaker paused briefly last week to review the
work of the Survivors of the Shoah Visual History Foundation, which he founded five
years ago in the wake of the worldwide impact of his film “Schindler’s List.”

Up to now, 50,441 testimonies have been videotaped in 57 countries and 32
languages, he said. A total of 115,965 hours of testimony have been recorded, which
would take one person 12 years and 10 months to view.

“This is like the original dream coming true,” Spielberg said. “But like all dreams,
you realize there’s a lot more work ahead of you.”

The biggest job will be to catalog, index and digitize most of the 116,000 hours of
tapes to make them accessible and user-friendly to researchers and students.

Names, places and events in each testimony must be cross-referenced so that users
can call up any segment or topic with the aid of a 15,000-term glossary of keywords,
ranging from a camp site, such as “Auschwitz,” to more subtle references, such as “aid:
assistance in hiding valuables.”

The cataloging is labor-intensive, requiring eight to 12 hours to process a single
hour of testimony. But without this state-of-the-art index, researchers looking for a
specific piece of information would have to watch thousands of hours of testimony.

The average interview runs 2 hours and 15 minutes, with the record length of 17
hours held by a survivor in Israel.

So far, interviews with 22,000 survivors have been indexed and digitized.

By the time the remainder are processed, the Shoah Foundation will have the
world’s largest multimedia archive.

Companies such as Unisys, which hosted the exhibit and fund-raising dinner on the
Universal lot, and Sony and Silicon Graphics have donated $30 million in computer
technology.

As the digital library goes online, its content will become available via fiber-optic
network links to five repositories, as well as museums and other educational institutions
throughout the world. The first link is with the Simon Wiesenthal Center in Los
Angeles. The existing material can be accessed by the center’s staff now and is expected
to be available to visitors early next year.

Later, the network will be extended to four other repositories, the Museum of
Jewish Heritage — A Living Memorial to the Holocaust in New York, the U.S.
Holocaust Memorial Museum in Washington, the Fortunoff Archive for Holocaust
Testimonies at Yale University and the Yad Vashem Holocaust Memorial in Jerusalem.

In a tater phase, around 160 universities will be able to tap into the archives, said
Sam Gustman, the foundation’s executive director of technology.

The material will not be available over the Internet.

The interactive CD-ROM “Survivors,” featuring the testimonies of two men and
two women, was released some months ago to high schools. To heighten its appeal to
teen-agers, “Survivors” is hosted by movie stars Leonardo DiCaprio and Winona Ryder.

At the dinner last week, largely Latino teachers and students from Los Angeles high
schools testified to the profound emotional impact of “Survivors” on their lives and
outlook. Spielberg was equally taken by the CD-ROM.

“We’ve proven a point I’ve been trying to get Bill Gates to understand,” he said.
“Technology and emotion can go hand in hand.”

Spielberg foresees another educational benefit.

“We want to revise the social sciences,” he said. “You cannot just teach the
Holocaust without teaching about black slavery, civil rights or the liquidations of the
Native American population. Every intolerance you can imagine has to be taught
comprehensively and has to be taught together.” a
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Israeli girl gets a new lung

thanks to kindness of stranger
By Douglas Davis

LONDON (JTA) — A 10-year-old Israeli girl has received
lung transplants from her mother and a British man who had read
of her plight in a London Jewish newspaper.

Russian-born Lisa Ostrovsky, who suffers from cystic fibrosis,
is in critical but stable condition at Children’s Hospital in St.
Louis.

Ostrovsky, who immigrated to Israel with her parents when
she was 1, underwent the life-saving, six-hour-long transplant after
lung lobes were donated by her mother, Valentina Kurdumov, and
Ron Johnson, a 48-year-old British janitor. Johnson has since been
discharged.

It had been hoped that Lisa would receive a lung transplant
from someone who had just died, but when her condition deterio-
rated, an urgent appeal for a living donor was sent over the
Internet, where the London Jewish News picked up the story.

Lisa’s father, Ilia Ostrovsky, an ecologist who deals with
water-quality issues in the sea of Galilee, spearheaded the cam-
paign to publicize his daughter’s condition and to raise funds for
the operation.

“We want her to have a normal life. We want her to run and
swim and breathe normally. We just want to give her a chance,” he
told the London newspaper.

An Israeli insurance company and the Israeli Cystic Fibrosis
Association provided $300,000 toward the procedure, which is
expected to cost between $750,000 and $1 million.

Ostrovsky’s global e-mail campaign also caught the attention
of Rabbi Kalman Packouz of Aish HaTorah and Rabbi Levi Cunin,
director of the Chabad Center in Malibu, Calif., who broadcast
Lisa’s plight on their own e-mail lists to more than 210,000 people.
Individuals in North America set up Web sites and grass-roots
fund-raising campaigns on Lisa’s behalf.

So far these efforts have generated more than $160,000 in
Israel, the United States and Canada, and a pledge by one donor to
cover the balance of funds not raised elsewhere. Moreover, in
addition to Johnson, 20 people from around the world offered to
serve as lung donors.

Cystic fibrosis is a congenital childhood disorder in which the
glands of the body secrete fluids that are abnormally sticky and
may cause obstruction of the lungs, intestines and, more rarely,
liver. Transplant is a last resort.

Of a total of 233 pediatric lung and heart-lung transplants
performed at St. Louis Children’s Hospital since 1990 — including
29 living-donor lung transplants — the overall one-year survival
rate is 77 percent, according to the hospital.

The longest-surviving pediatric lung transplant patient had the
surgery eight years ago.

This week, Ilia Ostrovsky said, “I thank God for enabling us
to get to this point, for helping us come in contact with dedicated
medical teams, and for enabling us to be connected to someone like
Ron Johnson.”

Before leaving for the United States last week, Johnson, who
is married and has two teen-age children, told the London Jewish
News he had read about Lisa’s plight in a copy of the paper he
picked up at his local supermarket.
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“Even though I am not Jewish, I am interested in the Jewish
community,” he said. “When I read Lisa’s story, I knew I couldn’t
help financially but I realized I could donate my lung.”

His decision surprised Johnson’s family, but his resolve was
firm. “I wanted to put something I had into another life,” he told
the paper. “There is a Jewish saying that ‘if you save one life, you
save the world.” ”

He said that even though he had a modest education, “I can
save the world.”

Packouz, who flew from Miami to be with the family in St.
Louis, said that when Johnson and Ilia Ostrovsky met, they
embraced for several moments in silence.

Speaking from his daughter’s bedside in St. Louis just before
the operation, Ostrovsky said it was “difficult to believe that
someone we have never met could do this, but there are a lot of
good people all over the world.

“How can you ever thank someone who extends the gift of life
as he has done?”

The operation was scheduled for Dec. 2, but was moved up
when Lisa’s doctors concluded that she was unlikely to survive
until then. Prior to the surgery, Packouz said Ilia Ostrovsky asked
Lisa if she was afraid.

“No,” she responded, “I’m not afraid.”

Packouz, the author of the weekly “Shabbat Shalom” newslet-
ter and the executive director of Aish HaTorah’s Jerusalem Fund,
compared Lisa’s story to the story of Chanukah, which begins this
year on Friday evening.

The festival commemorates the second-century BCE rededica-
tion of the Temple in Jerusalem and the miracle in which one day’s
supply of oil kept the Eternal Light glowing for eight days.

In Lisa’s case, Packouz said, “one small lobe of a lung is
giving a miracle so that fire can burn bright in Lisa for many years
to come, God willing.”

Several charitable funds have been established to cover the
expenses of Lisa, her mother and Ron Johnson. O

Those in the United States wishing to make a contribution
should send checks to the Israel Endowments Fund, 317 Madison
Ave, Suite 607, New York, N.Y. 10017. [Please note on the check
that the donation is for the Cystic Fibrosis Foundation of Israel
(Lisa Ostrovsky).]

In Canada, contributions can be made out to “Meoroth” and
sent to The Lisa Fund, c/o TeleLink, 6075 Yonge Street, Suite
4000, Toronto, ONT. M2M 3W2.

In Israel, to the Cystic Fibrosis Foundation of Israel, 21
Ahimeir Street, Ramat Aviv Gimel, 69120.

(JTA staff writer Julia Goldman in New York contributed to
this report.)

Shul donates to Bosnian center

NEW YORK (JTA) — New York’s Spanish & Portugese
Synagogue is donating four dozen prayer books to a Jewish center
in Bosnia that houses one of the world’s oldest Sephardi syna-
gogues.

The gift to La Benevolencija is being made because “Sarajevo
has historically been a hub of Sephardi Jewry, and many of our
congregants’ ancestries can be traced back to that part of the
world,” said Rabbi Marc Angel, spiritual leader of the New York
shul. O




