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TOP NEWS IN BRIEF

Court to review prayer ruling

The U.S. Supreme Court agreed to review a
decision that prohibits student-led prayers at football
games in a Texas school district.

In the earlier decision, a federal appeals court
had ruled thot even “nonsectarion, nonproselytizing”
prayers would violate the First Amendment separation
of church and state.

The Supreme Court is expected to hear oral
arguments in the case before the end of April and
issue a decision by June. [Page 3]

Professor named to head bank

Israeli Prime Minister Ehud Barak offered the
governorship of the Bank of Israel to an economics
professor currently teaching at Harvard University.

It was not immediately dear if Elhanan Helpman,
formerly of Tel Aviv University, has agreed to succeed
Jacob Frenkel.

After serving nine years in the post, Frenkel
resigned Sunday night, effective of the start of the
year.

Israel’s stock markets reacted to Frenkel’s an-
nouncement more calmly than some financial analysts
had predicted.

Israel delays West Bank pullback

Israel postponed its planned withdrawal from on
additional 5 percent of the West Bank.

The delay came after Israeli Prime Minister Ehud
Barak and Palestinian Authority President Yasser
Arafat foiled to agree on maps during a surprise
meeting Sunday night.

The dispute came as the U.S. Middle East envoy,
Dennis Ross, arrived in the region as part of the
Clinton administration’s efforts to advance the peace
process. [Page 4]

Germany ups ante for slave fund

Germany plans to increase its contribution to a
compensation fund for Holocaust-era slave laborers to
$1.6 billion.

The government's 50 percent increase over its
previous offer comes as negotiations about the fund's
size are set to resume Tuesday in Bonn.

It remains unclear whether a group of German
firms involved in talks for the fund will also increase
the size of their contribution. [Page 4]

NEWS ANALYSIS
Despite good Barak-Arafat relations,

U.S. playing central role in peace talks
By Michael Shapiro

WASHINGTON (JTA) — On the eve of Ehud Barak’s first trip to Washington as
Israel’s new prime minister in July, he made clear he wanted to reduce the level of U.S.
involvement in the peace process that had been necessary during the tenure of his
predecessor.

But with only three months until the date Israel and the Palestinians have set for an
outline of a final peace settlement — and 10 months for a final deal — that appears
unlikely.

A number of recent actions and statements by the United States and the desire of
President Clinton to broker a peace deal to cap off his presidency before he leaves
office in early 2001 signal that the United States will play a key role in the final-status
negotiations that began last week.

Trying to end what he called a “false” debate over how to characterize the exact
nature of the U.S. role, Sandy Berger, Clinton’s national security adviser, said recently
that the United States will play a “central” role in the peace process.

“I’ve considered it an artificial question from the beginning,” he said in a speech
here last month to the Israel Policy Forum.

“But labeling seems to be the order of the day, so labels there have been. Are we
or should we be facilitators or rather mediators or perhaps brokers or partners or
catalysts or middlemen? 1 view this discussion as academic because it is wholly
divorced from reality.”

The United States will be “central to the peace process not only because the parties
want it that way, but because it is a strategic imperative for the United States,” Berger
said.

While in Oslo earlier this month for talks with Barak and Palestinian Authority
President Yasser Arafat, Clinton said the United States was prepared to host a Camp
David-style summit early next year to help the sides reach a broad outline of a final
deal.

U.S. officials also have said that Secretary of State Madeleine Albright is expected
to travel to the Middle East early next year and that Dennis Ross, the U.S. special
Middle East coordinator — who was in Israel and the Palestinian territories this week
— is expected to travel to the region frequently as the negotiations continue.

“Barak knows nothing is going to happen without a Camp David-style summit,”
said IPF’s Washington director, Tom Smerling, who said the Palestinians are looking
for the close involvement of the Americans to help balance the power between them and
the Israelis.

Clinton and Barak also were expected to meet this week on the sidelines of a
security conference that was bringing together members of NATO and the former
Warsaw Pact.

During their meeting in Turkey, where the conference of the Organization for
Security and Cooperation in Europe was taking place, Clinton and Barak were expected
to discuss the latest developments in the Middle East peace process.

Another key move signaling that the United States will play an intimate role is
President Clinton’s decision — reportedly at the request of Barak — to send Martin
Indyk back for a second stint as U.S. ambassador to Israel.

By going back to Israel, Indyk, currently the assistant secretary of state for Near
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Islamists cleared in bombings

The leadership of the Islamic Movement in Israel
was not diredtly involved in two botched bombings in
the northern cities of Tiberias and Haifa just over two
months ago, Israeli investigators said.

The Israeli daily Ha'aretz reported that prosecu-

tors are expected fo file charges against two Isroeli

Arabs suspected of involvement in the attacks, which
killed three of the four bombers. Ibrahim Salakh, the
only perpetrator to survive the premature explosions,
has already been indicted.

israell rescuers return home

An Israeli field hospital began operating in
Turkey fo provide treatment for the survivors of last
Friday's earthquake in the northwestern part of the
country.

At the same time, most of the Israeli rescue team
dispatched to Turkey over the weekend is returning
home because the chances of finding survivors in the
rubble have dropped significantly.

The quake killed at least 450 people.

Politician to meet Dalai Lama

Chino asked the speaker of the Israeli Knesset to
cancel his scheduled meeting later this month with the
Dalai Lama, warning it could hurt Jerusalem's grow-
ing ties with Beijing.

China's ambassador to lsrael raised the matter
during a meeting Sunday with Avraham Burg, who
stated that there is no reason the meeting should be
interpreted as conveying an anti-China message.

DNA tests alter Hamas strategy

Israeli defense officials said Hamas has stopped
carrying out suicide bombings in Israel because Israel
uses DNA fests to find out who is behind the attacks.
The Israeli daily Ha'aretz reported that the militont
Islamic organization now appears to prefer planting
bombs.
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Eastern affairs, a position that deals with the entire region, will be able to focus on his
specialty — the peace process.

At his Senate confirmation hearing late last month, Indyk said the key for the
United States is to “provide a safety net” by suggesting ideas to break deadlocks as the
two sides discuss the most difficult issues separating them: Jerusalem, settlements,
Palestinian statehood, refugees, final borders and water resources.

But Indyk, who was confirmed last week by the Senate, also made clear that the
president is ready to play a more active role in the talks.

“The president is committed to being directly engaged himself,” Indyk said in
response to a senator’s question about the U.S. role.

“But he’s not going to do that unless he has a sense that his involvement can be
useful — that his involvement will not be an excuse for the parties not to make the
decisions, but rather, his involvement will serve the purpose of resolving the issues.
And so I think with that very high-level commitment from the president and the
secretary of state, we can play a very important role, a role we’ve played traditionally.”

Shibley Telhami, who holds the Anwar Sadat chair for peace and development at
the University of Maryland and is a senior fellow at the Brookings Institution, said that
despite the improved working relationship between Israel and the Palestinians since
Barak’s election, “the level of presidential involvement” is the “highest that it has been
in any previous time” of the negotiations.

Clinton’s desire to reach a deal before he leaves office as part of his presidential
legacy, along with the feeling among U.S. officials that there is a historic opportunity
to finally end the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, is driving the high level of involvement,
he said.

Clinton, who since Barak’s election has regularly spoken with the prime minister
and Arafat by phone, seems prepared to prod the two sides as they inch closer to a final
deal.

“The issues are very, very tough,” Clinton said when asked during a recent on-line
town meeting whether he thought there would be any progress in the talks before he left
office.

“But I think the chances of success are better than 50-50. And with a lot of prayers
and a lot of pushing, maybe we’ll make it.” O

Israel sends teams to Turkey

to help victims of latest quake
By Naomi Segal

JERUSALEM (JTA) — Israel has joined the international rescue effort battling the
cold to reach survivors of the second devastating earthquake to strike Turkey in three
months.

Over the weekend, Israel dispatched a 300-member rescue team to search for
survivors. It also sent a medical team to set up a field hospital.

At least 374 died as a result of last Friday’s earthquake. Thousands are still
missing.

Israel’s Foreign Ministry said there were no reports of any missing Israelis.

The American Jewish Joint Distribution Committee sent thousands of sleeping
bags, blankets and other aid for the quake’s victims.

An Israel Defense Force official, Col. Shalom Ben Aryeh, told Israel Radio over
the weekend that Israeli crews working in the city of Duzce had made contact with at
least one survivor trapped in the rubble.

“There are dozens of collapsed buildings,” Ben Aryeh said.

He said that unlike the Aug. 17 earthquake, when Turkish authorities were
criticized for responding slowly, the “Turkish army is helping us immensely.”

Despite the earthquake, Prime Minister Ehud Barak planned to take part in a
security conference later this week in Istanbul that will bring together members of
NATO and the former Warsaw Pact.

President Clinton was also scheduled to attend the conference of the Organization
for Security and Cooperation in Europe. a
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Jospin defends iranian 13

lran accused France of meddling in its internal
affairs after French Prime Minister Lionel Jospin called
for the freedom of 13 Jews whom Tehran has charged
with spying for Israel.

“It is dear for the French authorities that there
can be no return by Iran to the international commu-
nity if that country executes these 13 people,” Jospin
told French Jewish leaders over the weekend.

“That is why | express the wish that the changes
under way in Iran lead to the acquittal of the 13
Iranian Jews as a first symbolic act.”

Russian Jewish group debuts

Some 180 Jewish representatives from across
Russia gathered in Moscow to inaugurate o new
umbrella organization. The Federation of Jewish
Communities of Russia plans to support local Jewish
schools and community centers.

It also plans fo sponsor a legal fund to counter
anti-Semitism. Rabbi Berel Lazar, the chief Lubavitch
emissary in Russia, is the group's leader.

Swiss account dispute rages

A commission investigating Holocaust-era assets
in Swiss banks held an emergency meeting to resolve
a dispute over the accounts.

During Monday's meeting ot Zurich Airport,
Jewish officals cloimed there are some 44,000 such
accounts, while Swiss banking officials put the total at
3,000. The dispute was not settled and the parties
agreed to meet again next week in New York.

Japanese magazine apologizes

A Japanese magazine ran an apology for an
article alleging that an international Jewish conspiracy
led to the sale of a failed Japanese bank. The refrac-
tion came in the wake of a complaint from the Los
Angeles-based Simon Wiesenthal Center.

“We insulted Jews in our article in the Od. 15
issue,” the Weekly Post said. “We thank the Simon
Wiesenthal Center for pointing out our serious mis-
tokes in the arficle. We are going fo withdraw it.”

Court upholds Nazi’s deportation

A former SS guard at two Nazi concentration
camps should be deported, o U.S. federal appeals
court ruled. In its decision, the court upheld a 1997
ruling that ordered Ferdinand Hammer deported to
his native Croatio.

(iting Nazi-era documents that showed Hammer
also guarded prisoners as they were being taken to the
camps, the court said that Hammer, 78, was properly
ordered deported because he participated in the
“persecution of persons because of their race, religion,
nafional origin, or political opinion.”
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High court may clear muddy issue

of student prayers at school events
By Michael Shapiro

WASHINGTON (JTA) — The Supreme Court’s decision to review the issue of
student-led prayers at football games could help clear up conflicting rulings on prayer
at school-related events, legal experts said.

The justices agreed to review an appeals court ruling that said the Santa Fe
Independent School District in Galveston, Texas, violated the constitutional separation
of church and state when it allowed student-led prayers at high school football games.

Marc Stern, co-director of the American Jewish Congress’ legal department, said
that although the justices will only address whether students can lead prayers at football
games, their decision is “likely to have a fairly significant impact” because it could help
resolve conflicting rulings on student-led prayers at graduation ceremonies.

In 1992, the Supreme Court barred clergy-led prayers at public school graduation
ceremonies. That decision — the court’s last major school-prayer ruling — was seen
as following from the court’s 1962 decision banning organized, officially sponsored
prayers from public schools.

But in 1993, the justices refused to review a federal appeals court ruling in a Texas
case that allowed student-led prayers at graduation ceremonies. That ruling, which
covers Louisiana and Mississippi as well, conflicts with another federal appeals court’s
decision barring student-led graduation prayers in nine Western states.

Stern said that if the court allows the student-led prayers at football games it could
signal their acceptance of similar prayers at graduation ceremonies or vice versa.

“The question that has been bedeviling the courts” is whether rights surrounding
freedom of speech apply when the speaker has a captive audience, Stern said.

Nathan Diament, director of the Orthodox Union’s Institute for Public Affairs,
noted that the Galveston school district’s decision to allow student-led prayer at football
games was based on the ruling in the Texas case allowing similar prayer at graduation
ceremonies. The issue is where the free expression of religion and free speech rights
intersect, Diament said.

Nathan Lewin, a Washington attorney who has argued numerous cases before the
Supreme Court, predicted that the court could vote 5-4 to allow student-led, sectarian
prayers at football games.

Lewin said in the 1992 case barring clergy-led prayer at graduation ceremonies,
Justice Anthony Kennedy was the swing vote in the 5-4 decision, arguing that
graduation ceremonies are “coercive.” Lewin does not think the court will see football
games in a similar light because the decision to go to the games is voluntary.

Elliot Mincberg, legal director for the People for the American Way Foundation,
which advocates church-state separation, said, “People who attend football games are
a captive audience for what is presented on the public address system” and therefore
their “choice about whether to participate in a prayer, or the type of prayer they may
wish to participate in, is taken away.”

However, the school district’s lawyers said in their appeal that the Constitution’s
treatment of religion is “better honored through the neutral accommodation of student
viewpoints, whether they be sectarian, ecumenical or religion-free, rather than through
government censorship of the content of student prayers.”

The court will hear an appeal filed by the Santa Fe Independent School District,
which is backed by Republican presidential candidate George W. Bush and eight other
states. The school district’s policy allowing student-led prayers at football games and
graduation ceremonies was challenged in 1995 by four students and their parents.

A federal judge ruled that student-led prayers were permissible at games and
graduation ceremonies as long as the students were told to keep their messages and
prayers “nonsectarian and nonproselytizing.”

When school officials and students challenged that ruling, a three-judge appeals
panel rules that even nonsectarian and nonproselytizing student-led prayers at high
school football games were not appropriate. The high court will hear oral arguments in
the case before the end of April, with a decision due by the end of June. |
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West Bank pullback delayed

after Barak-Arafat parley fails
By Naomi Segal

JERUSALEM (JTA) — A planned Israeli withdrawal from
the West Bank has hit a snag.

Israel postponed its redeployment from an additional 5 percent
of the West Bank, originally slated to take place Monday, when
Palestinian officials complained about some of the lands being
turned over to them.

After negotiators for the two sides failed to overcome their
differences about the redeployment maps, Israeli Prime Minister
Ehud Barak and Palestinian Authority President Yasser Arafat held
a surprise meeting Sunday night near Tel Aviv — but they, too,
were unable to reach agreement.

Under the terms of the land-for-security accord signed
September in Egypt, Israel agreed to withdraw from an additional
18.1 percent of West Bank lands in three stages. In September,
Israel transferred 7 percent of the West Bank to joint Israeli-
Palestinian control.

In the second stage, which was to be carried out Monday,
Israel was to transfer 2 percent of the land to sole Palestinian
control and an additional 3 percent to joint control.

On Jan. 20, Israel will hand over an additional 6.1 percent of
the region.

The latest dispute centered on the area being transferred to
joint control.

Palestinian officials complained that the lands involved —
located in the Judean Desert and designated by Israel to become a
nature reserve — are too thinly populated.

Instead, they are calling for the transfer of areas closer to land
they already control — and with a more substantial Arab popula-
tion.

Meanwhile, the Prime Minister’s Office is saying that the
Israeli army is ready to carry out the redeployment as soon as the
matter is resolved.

The dispute came as the U.S. special Middle East coordinator,
Dennis Ross, arrived in the region in an effort to advance the peace
process.

Israeli officials were quoted by Israel Radio as saying they
believe the Palestinian Authority may have delayed agreement in
hopes that the American diplomat would help them get a better
deal.

Ross is slated to hold talks this week in Israel and the Palestin-
ian self-rule areas in an effort to make progress in the final-status
talks.

Israel and the Palestinian Authority have set a mid-February
deadline for reaching a framework agreement for a final peace
agreement,

The two sides hope to conclude the final agreement by next
September.

Negotiators of the two sides this week set an agenda for the
final-status discussions, dividing the issues into the categories of
Jerusalem, settlements, Palestinian refugees and final borders.

Sunday night’s meeting between Barak and Arafat was part of
discussions they have pledged to hold at regular intervals in order
“to advance the negotiations,” Israel’s Prime Minister’s Office
said. 0
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As talks on slave fund resume,

Germany increases its contribution
By Toby Axelrod

BERLIN (JTA) — Once-firm positions appeared to be easing
as talks were set to resume on a compensation fund for Nazi-era
slave and forced laborers. »

On Monday, Germany announced that it plans to increase its
contribution to the fund to $1.6 billion. The government’s 50
percent increase over its previous offer came on the eve of the
resumption of negotiations about the fund’s size Tuesday in Bonn.

Otto Lambsdorff, who represents the German government in
the settlement negotiations and made Monday’s announcement,
also said that German firms may also raise their offer.

In another sign that positions are narrowing, lawyers for the
laborers, who had initially demanded $28 billion, reportedly have
reduced their demand by about half.

In October, Germany’s largest companies and the German
government offered $3.3 billion to settle the claims of hundreds of
thousands of workers who were forced to toil in factories and on
farms to help fuel the Nazi war machine. Under that proposal, the
industry group was to pay two-thirds and the German government
one-third of the total.

It is still not clear whether the German firms will also increase
the size of their contribution. But with a total of 50 companies now
agreeing to participate — up from the initial group of 15 —
Lambsdorff was optimistic that their offer would increase.

German President Johannes Rau, who has said that it is in the
nation’s interest to have more companies take part, called on the
firms to increase their offer.

With the same goal in mind, Economics Minister Werner
Mueller has suggested that the Association of German Employers
dissolve a fund earmarked for counteracting labor disputes and
contribute those moneys to the industry compensation fund.

But opponents of the move say it may be illegal to use those
funds for anything aside from their stated purpose.

Along with the German government and companies, the
settlement negotiations also involve representatives of Holocaust
survivors and the governments of the United States and Eastern
Europe. The German offer would affect some 250,000 concentra-
tion camp survivors — 135,000 of them Jewish — who were
enslaved by German companies during the war.

It would also compensate between 475,000 and 1.2 million
non-Jewish forced laborers from Central and Eastern Europe who
were deported and sent to work in Germany. Payments would also
go to other victims who never received reparations.

Meanwhile, the fund is facing pressures from a lawyer
representing some half-million former slave laborers from Russia.

The attorney, former German Interior Minister Gerhart Baum,
said in a newspaper interview Saturday that talk of an Eastern
European boycott against German companies should be taken
seriously.

Fear of boycotts or other such measures against Germany has
evidently had its impact.

One banking industry representative in Frankfurt recently told
the news magazine Der Spiegel that firms are worried that if the
talks fail, “the Americans will shove photos of half-dead slave
laborers in front of us every day in the court.” ]




