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TOP NEWS IN BRIEF

Israel agrees to resolution

The Israeli Cabinet formally agreed to a UN.

Security Cound! resolution that calls for an Israeli
troop withdrawal from Lebanon. -

The Israeli government reiterated its demand
that o withdrowal be contingent upon the Lebanese
government ensuring that southern Lebanan is not
used as o bose for terrorist aclivity against Israel.
Lebanese and Syrian officials dismissed the move,
saying that any Israeli withdrawal must be uncondi-
tionol. [Page 3]

Hamas threatens new attacks

The fundamentalist grovp Homas threatened
new terrorist attacks against Iszael after the body of o
Palestinian found dead in the West Bank this week
was identified as a top Hamas fugitive.

Palestinian security officals soid Mohiyedine
Sharif wos shot dead before his body was planted in a
car and an explosion was set off, Israeli Prime Minister
Benjomin Netanyahu denied any Israeli involvement
in the incident. [Page 3]

Jury out on Papon

The jury begon deliberating in the French war
wimes triol of former Vichy France official Maurice
Papon.

Papon, who will await the verdidt in a hospital in
a reportedly pre-erranged move, is accused of sending
1,560 Jews to their deaths during the war.

U.S. to establish commission

U.S. Senate and House lawmakers announced
plans at a news conference to establish a Presidential
Advisory Commission on Holocaust Assets.

At the conference, Undersecretary of State for
Economics Stuart Eizenstat also announced that a
conference on art, nssets, and insurance looted by the
Nazis, previously slated for the summer, has been
restheduled for November in Washington.

Deaf bakers to file suit

Ten deaf bakers are expected to file a suit against
Manischewitz and their union for allegedly violating
the Americans With Disabilities Act.

The bakers allege that the company and the
union repeatedly ignored their requests for flashing
fire alorms and qualified sign-language interpreters.
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American Jews squeezed

by Washington, Jerusalem

By Matthew Dorf

WASHINGTON (JTA) — Are Washington and Jerusalem on a course that will
force the American Jewish community to choose between Bill and Bibi?

U.S. Secretary of State Madeleine Albright’s plea for Jewish support has placed the
community squarely between Washington and Jerusalem as they tussle over the next
step in the Israeli-Palestinian peace process.

Clearly stung by attacks from Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu that
President Clinton is pushing a peace plan that endangers Israel’s security, Albright last
week turned to the American Jewish community for support.

Her plea followed Netanyahu’s own campaign for suppert from American Jews to
forestall the American peace plan.

How the organized Jewish community responds to Albright and Netanyabu will be
particularly critical in the wake of this week’s unsuccessful U.S. peace mission.

Dennis Ross, U.S. special Middle East coordinator, returned from Israel on
Tuesday without the basic framework for continuing negotiations that he had hoped to
achieve during a series of shuttle visits between Netanyahu and Palestinian Authority
Chairman Yasser Arafat.

The mission, which had been billed as a last-ditch effort to revive the deadlocked
negotiations, now raises the question of whether the administration will walk away from

- the process in frustration and disgust.

Albright suggested Tuesday that “some progress” had been made, but was not
specific.

The Clinton administration has always remained sensitive to Jewish opinion.

High-level officials check in regularly with Jewish organizational officials. In
addition, the president himself pays attention to surveys of American Jewish public
opinion.

According to a knowledgeable source, Clinton has read a copy of the recent
American Jewish Committee poll that reported that a majority of American Jews
support Netanyahu’s handling of the peace process and 94 percent say the Palestinian
Authority is not doing enough to control terrorist activity.

Members of the White House staff and supporters of Vice President Al Gore are
said to be concerned that a misstep with the Jews would encourage another Democratic
challenger to siphon Jewish support away from the vice president during the 2000
presidential primaries, not to mention losing votes to a Republican candidate during the
elections.

Netanyahu appears to have played on those fears during the past two weeks with
a campaign accusing the United States of proposing a plan that would endanger Israel’s
security.

After Ross departed Israel, Netanyahu said, “We are not suckers.”

In a speech to Israeli high school students Tuesday, Netanyahu said, “A situation
in which we will give and not receive is not acceptable. Isracl cannot give and give, and
not get anything back in return from the other side.”

Netanyahu’s rhetoric is exactly the kind Albright urged Jewish leaders to
discourage in a conference call last Friday.

“Portraying us as if we are shoving something down Israel’s throat” is “not
helpful,” Albright told some 30 representatives from the Conference of Presidents of
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israel convenes forum on Pollard

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netonyahu
convened & ministeriol forum fo discuss ongoing efforts
to secure the release of the former U.S. Navy intelli-
gence anolyst serving  life sentence for spying for
Israel.

Israel Radio reported that Netonyshu also
directed the Isroeli Embassy in Washington to main-
tain contact with Jonathan Pollord, who is serving his
sentence in a North Caroling prison.

Labor and Social Affairs Minister Eliyahu Yishai
met with Pollord this week and presented him with o
messoge from Rabbi Ovadia Yosef, the spirituel leader
of the Shas Party.

Writer receives death threats

An Israeli writer soid she had received death
threats from Jewish extremists who allege that she
glorified Palestinian terrorists in one part of o docu-
mentory series that is being broadcost on lsraeli
television as port of Israel's 50th anniversary com-
memoration. Ronit Weiss-Berkowitz direded the part
of the series covering the years 1967 to 1982.

Hamas wins student elections

The Islamic fundamentalist group Hamas won
student elections held at Hebron University in the West
Bank. Following the results, students held a demon-
stration shouting “God is Great” and “We will sirike at
Tel Aviv.” The eledions are often seen as a reflection
of broader Palestinian sentiment.

Nations argue over Palestinians

A group of mostly Arab representatives threat-
ened to delay the end of a world telecommunications
conference in Malta unless the Palestinian Authority is
admitted as a member of the International Telecom-
munications Union. Israel and the United States say
the Polesfinian Authority’s observer status is governed
by the Oslo pence accords.
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Major American Jewish Organizations. The high-stakes potential for a split between
Jerusalem and Washington led to the unusual Albright plea for support.
“Ladies and gentlemen, we are in trouble here on this process. We need your

support,” she said, according to an unofficial transcript of the conference call obtained
by ITA. '

“We need help in having the Israeli government understand that we are doing our
very best to protect their security and that this, in our best judgment, is the best way to

 goaboutit.”

Only days before Albright’s plea, Netanyahu dispatched a top aide from the Israeli
Embassy in Washington to issue his own call for support.

Lenny Ben-David, political counselor at the Israeli Embassy, traveled to New York
to urge the organized Jewish community to oppose the American proposal that links a
further Israeli withdrawal from 13 percent of the West Bank to specific Palestinian
security steps.

The contradictory pleas have put American Jewry squarely in the middle of what
could become a nasty disagreement between Clinton and Netanyahu.

“Bibi would like the American Jewish community to come forward and march in
their parade,” said Phil Baum, executive director of the American Jewish Congress.

“The Americans want us to march with them,” he said. “But we’re going to follow
our OWn course.”

But members of the organized community are still grappling with what exactly it
is they should be reacting to.

Given the absence of a publicly announced U.S. plan and any overt pressure,
official response on the part of American Jewry to either the Israeli or American
governments is problematic.

“We’re going to be in a period now that’s just beginning where there will be
differences between the United States and Israel. Tt will pose some challenges for the
Jewish community,” said Martin Raffel, associate executive vice chair of the Jewish
Council for Public Affairs.

The split has some activists talking about the infamous — and unsuccessful — pro-
Isracl lobbying campaign against the 1981 sale of AWACS to Saudi Arabia.

Then it was Israeli Prime Minister Menachem Begin who faced off against
President Ronald Reagan, arguing that the sale would endanger Israel’s security.

The lobbying cry became “Reagan or Begin” as Jewish activists and members of
Congress were asked to choose between the two leaders.

While the current political stalemate has not yet forced Jews and Jewish
organizations to choose between Clinton and Netanyahu, some fear the situation has
gotten to the point where such a choice might be imminent.

In addition, it is far from clear that the Jewish community would choose

i Netanyahu.

Jewish groups have rejected at least three direct appeals from Israeli officials to
issue clear-cut statements supporting Netanyahu in his opposition to the U.S. plan on
security grounds, according to several sources.

And, following their own conference call last week, officials of the Jewish Council
decided that the best course of action right now is no action.

For his part, Abraham Foxman, national director of the Anti-Defamation League,
criticized Netanyahu for his handling of the split with Clinton.

“Why are we going to the barricades now?” he said.

“Netanyahu is maneuvering in a way that may be counterproductive,” Foxman said
after the [sraeli Cabinet adopted a statement critical of the American plan.

Still, others will continue to voice support for Netanyahu’s position against U.S.
pressure.

The idea of some in the State Department “that promulgating an American plan and
then using pressure tactics to try to coerce Israel to accepting it has been tried repeatedly
and has never worked,” Howard Kohr, the executive director of the American Jsrael
Public Affairs Committee, said last week.

So for now, many Jewish leaders are in a holding mode waiting to see what
emerges after Clinton receives a briefing from Albright and Ross.

Israeli officials expect another Rass trip before the end of April. a
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Poll: Most Russians like Jews

A recently conducted poll on Russion attitudes
toward Jews yielded mixed results.

Some 18 percent of Russian believe that Jews
have too much influence over Russian sodety, accord-
ing to the survey, which was sponsored by the Russian
Jewish Congress.

But 73 percent said they had an overall positive
oftitude toward Jews.

The survey was conducted by VTSIOM, the
All-Russian Public Opinion Research Center, late last
year.

The poll of 1,502 adults has a margin of error of
plus or minus 3.5 percent.

Feminist seders heold in New York
Some 1,500 people gathered in Manhattan for

feminist seders held during the past three nights.
This was the fifth year for the seders, which are

organized by the feminist group Ma'yan and ottrad

many women and men who are not otherwise affili-
ated with Jewish organizations.

Poland turns over synagogue

Poland officially turned over o synagogue near
the Auschwitz concentration camp to the local Jewish
tommunily.

The synagogue is the first Jewish communal
praperty returned under o law passed last year.

The director of Poland's Interior Ministry soid
that he had received 71 applications from Jewish
communities seeking the return of property.

Boguslaw Skreta was quoted as saying that many
of the properties should be returned before July.

Activists protest Jeffries visit
Jewish adivists are protesting a talk scheduled ot

the Callege of Staten Island in New York by a professor

known for his anti-Semitic and anti-white statements.
A previous visit by Leonard Jefiries fo the college
lost month was canceled after the moderator at the
forum at which he was scheduied to speck pulled out
for unknown reasons.
Jeffries visited the campus anyway and spoke
informaolly to a group of 50 students.

Nazi broadcast to air in Germany

A Germon documentary series that contains
previously unaired footage of Nozi leader Adolf
Eichmann is scheduled to be shown an German televi-
sion beginning next week.

The series examines six men who were dose fo
Hitler.

An earlier series produced by the ZDF public
brondeasting network has been sold to networks in 32
countries.

Thursday, April 2, 1998

ANALYSIS
Withdrawal from Lebanon

not likely to happen soon
By Naomi Segal

JERUSALEM (JTA) — [srael’s decision to adopt a 20-year-old United Nations
Security Council resolution calling on Israel to withdraw from southern Lebanon is not
likely to result is any pullback in the near future.

The goal of UN. Resolution 425 was an Isracli withdrawal that would coincide
with the Lebanese government assuming control over southern Lebanon and
responsibility for ensuring security in the region. In fact, Israel made clear in its
decision Wednesday that any withdrawal would be contingent upon reaching security
arrangements with Lebanon.

This is not likely to happen soon, given Lebanon’s negative reaction to the Israeli
Inner Security Cabinet decision.

Still, Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu called the decision a clear indication of
Israel’s seriousness about resolving the Lebanon issue.

The anncuncement marked a shift in Israeli policy, with the government agreeing
for the first time that a withdrawal could happen without an official peace agreement
with Lebanon.

“I think this is an indication of our seriousness, an indication of our intention to
resolve the Lebanon question once and for all. We hope that other governments, and
especially the government of Lebanon, will heed this call and enter into a discussion
with us on how to implement it,” Netanyahu told reporters at a news conference in
Jerusalem.

Netanyahu stressed that [srael would not take any steps to endanger the security of
residents of northern Israel,

He also emphasized that the decision was not an attempt to circumvent other paths
of dialogue.

Netanyahu said Israel would continue its negotiations with the Palestinians, and
would welcome a resumption of peace negotiations with Syria, as well as an eventual
peace treaty with Lebanon.

Both Syria and Lebanon dismissed the Israeli decision, calling it a “political
maneuver.” Leaders from both countries reiterated their position that any Israeli
withdrawal from southern Lebanon must be unconditional.

Wednesday’s decision, adopted unanimously. by the Inner Security Cabinet,
comprising 11 of the 18 members of the government, was based on a proposal put
forward by Defense Minister Yitzhak Mordechai.

Ariel Sharon, [srael’s national infrastructure minister, who himself had put for-
ward a proposal for a unilateral withdrawal from southern Lebanon, also voted for Mor-
dechai’s plan.

Netanyahu phoned U.N. Secretary-General Kofi Annan, currently in Beijing, to
update him on the decision. Annan, who recently visited the Middle East, welcomed the
move and said the international community must take note of it.

The U.N. Security Council passed Resolution 425 in 1978, following Israel’s first
invasion into Lebanon.

As the Inner Security Cabinet met Wednesday in Tel Aviv, Labor Knesset member
Yossi Beilin unveiled his own plan for an Israeli pullback from Lebanon.

Beilin, who heads a public lobby for a unilateral withdrawal from southern
Lebanen, called the government decision an “important step.”

But he still criticized what he said was the decision’s lack of real content.

“They do not have a specific plan, with timetables and mechanisms, for a
withdrawal from Lebanon,” Beilin said.

Beilin’s proposal calls for, among other things, a unilateral Israeli pullback,
accompanied by the construction of an advanced border fence. He also is calling fora
stronger mandate of the United Nations Interim Force in Lebanon and for clear
messages to be sent to Lebanon and Syria, via a third party such as the United States,
of the consequences of attacks on [srael. . O
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Israel braces for terrorism

after Kkilling of Hamas figure
By Naomi Segal

JERUSALEM (JTA) — Israeli security forces have gone on
heightened alert after Hamas threatened to avenge the death of a
senior figure in the militant Islamic organization.

The body of Mohiyedine Sharif was identified by Palestinian
police Wednesday, several days after it had been found next to a
bombed vehicle near the Palestinian-controlled town of Ramallah
in the West Bank. Israel denied any involvement in the killing of
Sharif, who had topped its list of wanted Hamas terrorists for his
alleged involvement in planning several suicide bombings.

“We took no part in this incident, despite the ramors which
have been spread,” Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
said at a Jerusalem news conference Wednesday. “We don’t know
what happened exactly.”

Palestinian security officials had initially reported Sunday that
the car explosion was apparently a “work accident” involving
Hamas terrorists planning to carry out an attack inside Israel.
Palestinian officials could not identify at first the body of the man
killed in the blast.

But Palestinian security officials informed their Israeli
counterparts of their suspicions that the body was Sharif, and
Israeli security forces asked that DNA testing be conducted.

A Palestinian security official, citing a pathologist’s report,
said Sharif had been shot in the chest, and then placed by the car.

Sharif, 32, was seen as the heir to Yehiya Ayash, who was
killed by a booby-trapped cellular phone in the Gaza Strip two
years ago. Ayash had topped Israel’s most-wanted list for master-
minding a series of suicide bombings that killed scores of Israelis.

Ayash’s death set off a new wave of suicide bombings in early
1996. The Hamas spokesman, Abdel Aziz al-Rantissi, declared
Wednesday that the organization woutd avenge the killing of
Sharif. Hamas threats raised concerns of possible terrorist attacks
over the Passover holiday. The head of Israel’s General Security
Service, Ami Ayalon, was slated to meet with Palestinian security
officials to discuss the latest developments.

Palestinian Authority officials denounced Sharif’s murder and
suggested that Israeli security forces wete behind the slaying.

But Israeli security officials rejected charges of Israeli in-
volvement in Sharif’s death. They also said it was an embarrass-
ment for the Palestinian Authority that a bomb-making factory was
operating in areas under its control. Some Israeti officials, how-
ever, welcomed Sharif’s death, however it happened.

“This is someone who deserved to die,” said Labor Knesset
member Ephraim Sneh. “I don’t know whether gratitude should be
expressed in Hebrew or Arabic.” O

Israel dismisses Arafat visit

to Holland Holocaust museum
By Elise Friedmann

AMSTERDAM (JTA) — Palestinian Authority Chairman
Yasser Arafat’s visit to the Amsterdam house where Anre Frank
hid during World War II might have been low-key here, but it
made headlines in Israel. A handful of passers-by received Arafat
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at the museum with a mixture of applause and whistles.

“We only had one bomb alert,” said the mayor of Amsterdam,
Schelto Patijn.

Arafat spent some 20 minutes in the Anne Frank House. He
viewed a video about Anne Frank, starting with archival material
from Bergen-Belsen, where she was killed.

“He was very quiet while watching this,” said Patijn.

While traveling to the airport after the visit, Arafat said: “It
was a very sad story.” _

Asked whether he equated the Holocaust with the suffering of
the Palestinian people, he said, “Not exactly, but we suffer.”

Meanwhile, Israeli officials dismissed Arafat’s visit as
“meaningless” and a “gimmick.” Cabinet Secretary Danny Naveh,
who heads a governmental forum that tracks anti-Semitism, told
Israel Army Radio, “If the Palestinian chairman wants to express
a message of recognition of the awful suffering of the Jewish
people in the murder of the 6 million, this is not the way.”

But Israeli Knesset member Naomi Hazan of the Meretz Party
applauded Arafat’s visit, saying it demonstrated an understanding
of the connection between the Holocaust and the state of Israel.

Arafat’s visit, which came at his own request, came after the
January controversy surrounding his proposed visit to the U.S.
Holocaust Memorial Museum in Washington, which led to the
resignation of the museum’s director, Walter Reich. The Palestin-
ian leader canceled that visit at the last minute, citing a scheduling
conflict. The city of Amsterdam, intent on avoiding a similar media
circus, gave short notice of Arafat’s tour, which was dubbed a2
“private visit” by the Dutch Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

But Patijn said, “I'm treating his visit to Amsterdam as [
would treat a visit from President Herzog or the president of
Turkey.” , ‘ a

Military parole board denies

embezzler’s plea for release
By Naomi Segal

JERUSALEM (JTA) — Israel’s military parole board has
reversed an earlier decision to allow the early release of a former
Air Force general who was convicted of embezzling $12 million.

Former Brig. Gen. Rami Dotan has served seven years in jail
after pleading guilty in March 1991 to 12 counts, including fraud,
taking bribes and breach of public trust in connection to arms
purchases from the United States. ‘

According to his conviction, Dotan, who was overseeing
military procurements from the United States, reported higher
purchase prices than the actual costs and pocketed the differences.
Some of the purchases were made with funds provided by U.S.
military assistance to Israel.

Under the terms of a plea bargain, he was demoted to the rank
of private and sentenced to 13 years in prison. The parole board
decided last year to grant him early release, citing two strokes
Dotan had suffered and what it called his chronically ill status.

That decision caused a public outery and prompted the High
Court of Justice to direct the board to reconsider its move.

The board reversed itself this week, saying a medical expert
had concluded that Dotan had never suffered the strokes.

Dotan’s lawyer contested the decision, maintaining that the
expert had not read the medical report on his client. o



