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® Israel put its security forces an high
alert as Hamas threatened to carry out
more terrorist attacks. Meanwhile, Pales-
tinian security forces arrested dozens of
suspected Hamas and Islamic Jihad mem-
bers. The moves came just ahead of U.S.
Secretary of State Madeleine Albright's
scheduled arrival in the region.

® World Jewish Restitution Organiza-
tion officials are meeting in New York
to discuss who will receive the first
payments from the Swiss Holocaust
Memorial Fund. An initial distribution of
$12 million to Eastern European Holocaust
survivors is expected to occur in October.

B A fifth Israeli died as a result of
last week's triple suicide bombing in
Jerusalem. Eliahu Markowitz, 40, sue-
cumbed to injuries he suffered in the at-
tack.

® [sraeli military sources said there
had been no prior intelligence on
whether the route taken last Friday in
Lebanon by navy commandos was
mined, or whether Hezbollah fighters
were in the area. Eleven members of the
commando unit were killed in the botched
operation. A 12th member is missing and
presumed dead.

m U.S. Rep. Charles Schumer (D-N.Y.)
introduced an amendment to cut the
State Department’s budget by $1 mil-
lion for every month that it delays
creating a list of terrorist groups. Such
a list was required under last year's anti-
terrorism law.

® |srael demanded that the Palestinian
Authority extradite its police chief,
Ghazi al-Jahali, to face charges over his
suspected involvement in terrorism.

® The U.S. Department of Justice filed
a complaint to revoke the citizenship of
a Pennsylvania man. Fedir Kwoczak, 76,
allegedly served as a guard at two SS-run
labor camps and helped to liquidate the
Warsaw Ghetto.

® Ben Gallob, a longtime Jewish jour-
nalist and publicist, is dead. Gallob, who
covered community and organizational news
for JTA for 30 years, was 83.

CELEBRATING 80 YEARS

Then and now, JTA keeps
the Jewish people connected
By Lisa Hostein and Mitchell Danow

NEW YORK (JITA) — The telegraph machines have long since
disappeared from the offices of the Jewish Telegraphic Agency, but JTA’s
mission has remained remarkably consistent over the past 80 years. :

Once dubbed ‘‘the eyes and ears of the Jewish people,”” JTA
continues to serve as the most comprehensive source of news about what’s
going on in the Jewish world.

Although JTA’s mission to serve as an indispensable source of
information and as a vital link between Jewish communities around the globe
remains virtually unchanged, today’s JTA operates in a whole new arena.

The political and technological revolutions that have transformed the
last decade of the 20th century have had an equally dramatic impact on JTA.

These developments have created tremendous opportunities to
enhance the way JTA gathers and disseminates information.

Headquartered in New York, JTA maintains bureaus in Washington
and Jerusalem along with a network of correspondents throughout North and
South America, Europe, Africa and Australia. Altogether, JTA boasts a staff
of more than 30 dedicated reporters, foreign correspondents, bureau chiefs
and editors.

Originally called the Jewish Correspondence Bureau, the agency was
established in The Hague in 1917 in the midst of World War 1. Its purpose
was to prepare world public opinion for an informed handling of Jewish
issues at the forthcoming peace conference.

The agency was founded by Jacob Landau, a 25-year-old journalist
from Vienna. It was an entirely voluntary effort, with no salaries paid to its
editors, who were motivated by the desire to inform the Jewish community
— and the broader world of public opinion — about developments affecting
Jews in all corners of the world.

The agency was founded with four primary ohjectives:

+ to provide information about the lives, fate and well-being of Jews
of all countries;

* to serve as a link among the various Jewish communities;

* to provide an avenue to world public opinion on such issues as
national minority rights and the right of the Jewish people to a homeland in
Palestine;

» to dispel prejudice, malice and misinformation against/about the
Jewish people.

In 1920, the central bureau was moved to London, and the name was
changed to the Jewish Telegraphic Agency.

The following year, JTA relocated to New York. In 1935, JTA was
incorporated as a not-for-profit agency.

‘Conveyor of the World's Jewish news’

Meir Grossman, a well-known journalist who left Russia after the
Communists came to power, joined JTA in 1920 and subsequently opened
bureaus in Jerusalem and in European capitals that had a large Jewish
population. ITA became the first news agency that not only gathered, but also
disseminated, news in every part of the world. From its humble beginnings,
the agency was soon serving newspapers in numerous American, Canadian
and European cities, as well as in South Africa, Australia and other parts of
the British Commonwealth.

In pre-state Palestine, Grossman founded a JTA-owned, English-
language tabloid, The Palestine Daily Bulletin. In 1932, with a change of
ownership, the newspaper was renamed The Palestine Post. After the
founding of the Jewish state, it became The Jerusalem Post.

From JTA’s first dispatches evolved the Jewish Daily Bulletin, which
published its first issue on Oct. 15, 1924, at a price of 4 cents.

That issue contained a column-long Statement of Purpose that said the
agency would seek to be the “‘conveyor of the World’s Jewish news’’ and
that JTA “will report impartially, concisely and authentically, all Jewish
facts.”

The first story in that first issue was headlined, ‘‘Jewish Member of
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Hungarian Parliament Challenges Anti-Semitic Deputy to
Duel.”’ Also on the front page was this headline: ‘‘Adolf
Hitler, Leader of German Anti-Semites, Will Be Interned
If He Returns to Austria.”

Hitler, who was at the time imprisoned in Bavaria
after the failed Beer Hall Putsch, had been listed as persona
non grata by the Austrian government, which, according to
the JTA story, claimed that “‘by reason of Hitler’s absence
from Austria for 12 years, he has lost his citizenship.”

A decade later, JTA’s editor in Berlin, Amo
Herzberg, became engaged in a dangerous cat-and-mouse
chase with Hitler’s Gestapo and the Nazi censors as he
sought to disseminate reports to the world about the vise
steadily closing around German Jewry. At the risk of
imprisonment, or worse, Herzberg — along with then-JTA
Editor in Chief Boris Smolar, who often visited Berlin
during the 1930s — sought to sound the alarm.

Smolar was later deported by the Gestapo, which
declared his presence in Germany a threat to the Third
Reich. In 1936, Herzberg stole across the German border
into Poland and dispatched a report indicating, as he wrote
years later, that ‘‘hopelessness had overcome the Jews.
German Jewry was bound to be wiped out. It was only a
matter of time.”’

A vear later, Gestapo officials closed JTA’s Berlin
office and threatened everybody who might try to resume
operations. ‘“The isolation of German Jewry was com-
plete,”” wrote Herzberg. But JTA sought to counter that
isolation. In 1940, soon after the Nazis began overrunning
Europe, the agency launched the Overseas News Agency
with the goal of getting non-Jewish correspondents into
Nazi-held countries to cover Jewish news.

The ONA conveyed to the world some of the first
reports about the slaughter of Europe’s Jews. At one point,
more than 60 daily American newspapers subscribed to the
ONA service, including The New York Times.

Among the journalists working for ONA was
David Schoenbrun, who later became a longtime corre-
spondent for CBS. Replacing Schoenbrun as the ONA’s
Paris correspondent was Theodore White, who later went
on to write his popular ““Making of the President’’ books
that humanized the candidates in American presidential
elections.

Covering Nazi sympathizers
As JTA’s overseas bureaus faced the threats and

challenges of covering the rise of Nazism and the war
years, the head office in New York was covering Nazi
sympathizers in the United States.

John Kayston — who started with JTA in 1936 as
a mail room clerk and messenger and ultimately served as
executive vice president — recalls the difficulties of
covering the American Nazi movement.

At the time, the editor was Hy Wishengrao and his
assistant was Daniel Schorr, who later became a well-
known correspondent for CBS, The New York Times,
CNN and National Public Radio.

““While with JTA, Schorr covered the meetings of
the German-American Nazi Bund,”’ says Kayston. “The
storm troopers at the door asked for our press ID, and
refused us entry when they saw we were from the Jewish
Telegraphic Agency. We went to another entrance, and
when showing our ID we covered the word ‘Jewish’” with
our thumb.”” They were let in.

After World War 11, JTA resumed its operations in
those countries where it had been banned by the Nazis.

Two years after the war’s end, JTA not only
covered events leading up to the creation of the State of
Israel, it also played a role in securing a majority of votes
from U.N. delegates in support of the partition of Palestine.

As part of this effort, Smolar set up several crucial
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meetings between some of the delegates and Moshe
Shertok, the head of the Israeli delegation who with a new
name, Moshe Sharett, later became prime minister.

Today JTA serves several important constituencies
through its daily electronic news service and through its
publications — the Daily News Bulletin, the Community
News Reporter and the Weekly News Digest.

JTA’s newest service is its site on the World Wide
Web (www jta.org). Launched in late 1996, JTA’s Internet
site, filled with the latest news and analysis from around
the world, provides instant access to the Jewish world.

In order to enhance its role as a link between Jews,
JTA has eagerly seized upon the new possibilities created
by recent political and technological advances. Indeed, it
can be said that Mikhail Gorbachev and the Internet
revolutionized not only the world, but JTA as well.

The opening up and eventual demise of the Soviet
Union reverberated throughout the Jewish world. The
collapse of communism changed the face of Israel, which
absorbed half a million new immigrants who poured out of
the Soviet Union when the floodgates opened.

In America, Jewish communities raced into action,
raising money to help absorb Jews in Israel while simulta-
neously resettling tens of thousands of immigrants here.

For JTA, these dizzying global developments
required fast action and new thinking. In Israel, JTA’s
correspondents got on the story and stayed on it — long
after the mainstream media got bored with the daily arrival
of immigrants landing with their dogs in one hand and
their musical instruments in the other.

Focusing attention on American Jewry

The continuing story of those who stayed behind
was just as important. Jews who chose to make their lives
in the newly independent nations of the former Soviet
Union faced their own set of challenges and opportunities.

With great difficulty and persistence, JTA found
Moscow-based correspondents who could provide in-depth
coverage of Russia and the other former Soviet states.
From anti-Semitism to rising nationalism to the revival of
Jewish life, the stories were changing and JTA correspon-
dents continued to provide consistent, accurate reporting
about the world’s third largest Jewish population.

Likewise, the openness in other Central and Eastern
European nations allowed JTA to refocus its attention on
Jewish communities that had long been shut off from the
rest of the world. Though their numbers had been deci-
mated by the horrors of the Holocaust, Jews in these lands
began to emerge from their isolation and create Jewish life.

The fall of communism also indirectly affected
Midd!e East politics. Without the protection and support of
the Soviet Union, Israel’s Arab neighbors gradually began
to scek peace with Israel as an alternative to war.

Some of the most explosive headlines of the
decade emanated from this region, which continues to be
a focus of JTA coverage. As the world has changed, so,
too, has the American Jewish agenda. And JTA has
changed along with it — sometimes leading the way.

More than ever, as American Jewry has turned its
focus from rescuing Jews around the world to rescuing
Judaism at home, JTA has trained its attention on Ameri-
can Jewish life. American Jewry is diverse and complex,
and it is these diversities and complexities that JTA seeks
to probe, contributing to the national Jewish conversation
as we approach the 21st century.

The stream of stories never ends. The world has,
in many ways, become a global village. Now more than
ever, JTA provides the link that keeps Jews connected one
to another. O

(Lisa Hostein is the editor of JTA; Mitchell Danow
is JTA's foreign editor.)
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TERROR IN ISRAEL

Ben Yehuda draws visitors
who won't give in to terror
By Michele Chabin

JERUSALEM (JTA) — The mood was somber in
Isracl this week, just days after three suicide bombers
struck on Jerusalem’s popular Ben Yehuda Street.

The attack has left Israelis, and Jerusalemites in
particular, in a state of anxiety, according to psychologist
Tehila Blumenthal.

“People feel a need to vent their feelings, to
express their fears. In Jerusalem, everyone feels a connec-
tion to Ben Yehuda,”” she said. ““They feel this tragedy
very personally.”

The Sept. 4 attack claimed the lives of four
Israelis, including three teen-agers.

A fifth victim died Monday from his injuries. More
than 190 were wounded by the near-simultaneous blasts.

The fact that three teen-age girls died in the
bombing ‘‘only adds to the feeling of helplessness,”
Blumenthal says.

““These girls were shopping for school supplies at
3 o’clock in the afternoon.

““What could be safer than that? Parents feel they
have no control over their children.”

Some of this uneasiness could be felt this week in
the center of town, where all but a few shops and cafes
have reopened.

Although far from deserted, the city was not as
packed as usual.

Normally, the warm September weather attracts
flocks of teen-agers, including hordes of American yeshiva
students.

But many of them seem to have heeded their
parents’ pleas and stayed home.

‘We can’t live together’

Those who barely escaped serious injury said they
are still in a state of shock.

“I’'m a wreck, a total wreck,”” said 20-year-old
Yael Pizov, who was on her way to work when the blast
occurred.

‘| was standing at the top of Ben Yehuda, going
to the T-shirt shop I work in, when boom! The whole
promenade blew up before my eyes. I keep asking why 'm
alive and others aren’t.”’

Pizov said she supports the establishment of a
Palestinian state “‘now more than ever.”’

The Palestinians *‘have to live separately from us.
Attacks like this only underscore what I already knew: that
we can’t live together.”’

Although admittedly nervous about coming to Ben
Yehuda Street from their home in Ramot, a Jerusalem
suburb, Yuval and Lior Yotvat said they had ‘‘come to
show solidarity with the people who suffered.”’

Keeping an eye on her two young sons, who were
running up and down the promenade, Liora Yotvat said,
“We’re afraid, of course, but you can’t just sit at home.
There have been attacks on buses, in shopping areas, in the
shuk,” referring to the July 30 twin suicide bombing at
Jerusalem’s Mahane Yehuda market.

“What’s left? We can’t just stop going to these
places.

“If we do, we're giving in to terror.”’

Yuval Yotvat, who described himself as a political
moderate, said, ‘*“When a suicide bomber wants to blow
himself up there isn’t much you can do.”

This view was shared by a clothing-store owner
who gave his name as Nissim.

“This situation is no good, no good at all, but
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there’s no way to stop suicide bombers,”” he said. ““Any-
one crazy enough and evil enough to blow himself and
everyone else up is practically unstoppable.”’

Last week’s attacks, Nissim said, hurt not only his
sense of security but his business.

“‘People aren’t buying because they’re depressed.
Business is down 80 percent. I can’t say I blame shoppers
for staying away.’’

Tassi Boontawer, the Thai manager of a Chinese
restaurant in the center of town, said business has suffered.

“Everyone is afratd to go out, even me. I’'m affaid,
too.”’

Boontawer, who moved to Israel eight years ago,
said she had reason to be grateful.

I live right next to Ben Yehuda, on one of the
side streets. Usually, I’'m home at 3 o’clock and the attacks
occurred at 3:05. For some reason I didn’t go home, and
it’s a good thing because all my windows exploded.”

Despite the bombings, many tourists remained in
the city.

Sitting outside Boontawer’s restaurant, Bert and
Carolien Hunnersen, a couple from Holland, said they are
not afraid to be in Jerusalem.

As she fed her 18-month-old daughter, Carolien
Hunnersen said the family had come to Jerusalem that
morning from northern Israel and that neither she nor her
husband had even thought of not visiting the capital.

““We’re certainly happy we weren’t here when the
attacks occurred, but we had no intention of cutting
Jerusalem from our trip,”” she said.

“Unfortunately, things like this can happen
anywhere these days.”

The family’s only precaution, her husband said,
was to take taxis instead of buses.

“This is our third time in Isracl. When we were
here in 1994, there were two attacks in Jerusalem and one
in Tel Aviv, and each time we were very close by,”
referring to a series of suicide bombings on city buses.

““This is our vacation, and we have tried to put the
attacks out of our minds,”’ he said.

““It never helps to live in fear.” ]

Crime boss arraigned in Israel
By Naomi Segal

JERUSALEM (JTA) — A suspected member of a
Russian organized crime ring in Israel has been charged
with fraud and blackmail charges, including an attempt to
blackmail former Labor Party leader Shimon Peres.

Gregory Lerner, who has been in custody since his
arrest in May, was charged Sunday by the state prosecutor
with 14 counts of blackmail, and with defrauding banks
and corporations in Israel, Russia and Europe of some
$100 million.

A court hearing was set for later this week.

Lerner, who immigrated to Israel in 1989, was also
investigated on suspicion of involvement in two murders
committed in Russia.

But Sunday’s indictment did not include any
charges in connection with those murders.

Prosecutors said Lerner allegedly bribed former
Labor Knesset member Gideon Saguy in order to have him
support Lerner’s plan to set up a bank in Israel.

Despite Saguy’s efforts, Lerner’s bank request was
turned down.

The charge sheet said that Lerner also tried to bribe
Peres and former Labor Party Secretary Nissim Zvilli by
offering the party free advertising on a Russian television
station broadcast in Israel.

The indictment said that both Peres and Zvilli
refused the bribe. [l
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Yeltsin sends new version
of religion bill to Parliament
By Lev Krichevsky

MOSCOW (JTA) — An amended version of a
controversial bill on religicus freedom is back in the hands
of the Russian Parliament.

Russian President Boris Yeltsin, who vetoed the
original bill, has described the amended version as a
compromise among the country’s major religious organiza-
tions. But opinion is divided as to whether there is any
substance to that compromise.

The bill, known as the Law on Freedom of Con-
science and Religious Association, was overwhelmingly
approved by the Parliament earlier this summer and had
received support from the Orthodox Church,

Critics of the bill said it would have imposed
serious restrictions on freedom of religion in Russia,

The bill’s supporters — including Russian Chief
Rabbi Adolph Shayevich — said it would protect Russia
against foreign cults such as Japan’s doomsday sect Aum
Shinri Kyo, which in March 1995 launched a Sarin nerve
gas attack on a crowded Tokyo subway, killing 11 people
and injuring more than 5,000,

After the U.S. Senate and the pope came out
strongly against the bill, Yeltsin vetoed it in July.

The Duma, as the lower house is known, can either
adopt the amended version or attempt to override Yeltsin’s
veto with a two-thirds majority.

In both its original and amended forms, the
proposed legislation allotted to four established faiths —
the Russian Orthodox Church, Islam, Buddhism and
Judaism — the status of *‘traditional’” Russian religions.

All other religions would be required to prove that
they officially existed in Russia for at least 15 years to
receive full rights, even though under the Communist
regime many religions had to operate clandestinely.

The original bill could have imposed serious
limitations on religious denominations such as the Luba-
vitch movement and Reform Judaism that could not meet
the 15-year requirement.

Shayevich, who represented Jews on the council,
said that since Judaism is recognized in the draft as a
“‘traditional’’ Russian faith, the amended bill would not
discriminate against any segments of the Jewish commu-
nity. He added that while the amended version was *‘not
perfect,”’ it was probably the best compromise possible.

But Diederik Lohman, the Moscow office director
of Human Rights/Helsinki, referring to the fact that the
draft also contains a 15-year probationary period, said,
““There are some changes, but most of them are really
cosmetic. The law continues to be discriminatory.”

Under the compromise, groups that could not meet
the 15-year probationary period would receive limited
rights if they submit to a re-registration procedure every
year.

The bill’s compromise wording also grants reli-
gious rights to foreign citizens who ‘‘permanently reside’”
in Russia. Most of the rabbis that work in Russia are
foreign nationals. Many of them are Israelis. O

Newly discovered human ashes
at Buchenwald camp laid to rest
By Deidre Berger

FRANKFURT (JTA) — Hundreds of unknown
victims of the Buchenwald concentration camp have finally
found a resting place.

More than 700 urns containing human ashes were
found in May by carpenters working on the roof of the
crematorium at the camp, located on a mountain near

Weimar, about 125 miles southwest of Berlin. Officials at
the Buchenwald memorial site said the urns had likely been
stored above the crematorium and then forgotten.

None of the uns had markings identifying the
dead, reflecting the Nazi practice of keeping their victims
nameless, they said.

The ashes were buried late last month in a ceme-
tery for victims of Buchenwald during an ecumenical
ceremony led by Frankfurt Rabbi Menachem Kiein.

During the ceremony, the director of the memorial
site, Volkhard Knigge, said it was not possible to date the
ashes. After 1943, the Nazis stopped using urns to store
ashes, tossing them instead into a giant pit or nearby rivers.

The Nazis interned approximately 238,000 people
at Buchenwald, where more than 56,000 prisoners died,
including at least 11,000 Jews. Notes made by a Polish
prisoner recently discovered at a Warsaw archive made it
possible to identify some of the victims whose remains
were buried in mass graves around the camp site. ([l

Britain's chief rabbi writes
prayer in memory of princess
By Joseph Millis

LONDON (JTA) — In what is being called “‘an
unprecedented gesture of tribute,”” Britain’s Jews joined
their countrymen — and the world — in paying respects to
Princess Diana.

Chief Rabbi Jonathan Sacks — who declined to
attend Diana’s semi-state funeral service because it oc-
curred on Shabbat — instructed all members of the
Orthodox United Synagogue, the country’s main synagogue
body, to “*join in the national mood of remembrance,”” his
office said.

He also wrote a prayer for her, which began:
“*Almighty God, we come before You today, sharing in the
grief of the British people and the world, at the untimely
and sudden death of Diana, Princess of Wales.™*

It was recited in synagogues when the ceremony
for Diana started at Westminster Abbey on Saturday
morning. Sermons were dedicated to her memory and
synagogues observed a national silence at the end of the
Abbey service.

The chief rabbi had previously joined the tens of
thousands of British people — and foreigners — who
signed the book of condolence at St James’s Palace, where
her body had laid in rest prior to the funeral. He also wrote
personally to the Princess of Wales’ two sons, Princes
William and Harry.

In a statement, Sacks said; ““The Princess of Wales
endeared herself to the Jewish community. We loved the
way she broke through the barriers of protocol to speak
directly to people in their loneliness and distress.”

On Saturday, Sacks led a group of Jews who stood
silently as the princess’s coffin was carried from Kensing-
ton Palace, her London residence, to Westminster Abbey.

He then held a service of tribute at the Western
Marble Arch Synagogue, in central London, in the presence
of the Israeli ambassador to Britain, Moshe Raviv.

A Reform prayer for Diana, composed by Rabbi
Jonathan Magonet, remembered that the princess ‘‘used her
role in the public eye to fight on behalf of those whom we
did not wish to see — the victims of AIDS, of hunger, of
the machinery of war.”

Meanwhile, Israeli flower exporters shipped an
extra 5 million flowers to Europe, especially Britain, to
meet a growing demand from those mourning the princess.

Chaviv Ha’aze, marketing director of the Israeli
Flower Board, said Israel usually exports about 10 million
flowers to Europe during the first week of September, but
that sales had risen to 15 million last week. (]




