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m The Israeli committee formed to find
a solution to the religious conversion
crisis is apparently on the verge of
breaking up without reaching a consen-
sus. The committee had set Friday for a
deadline to reach a compromise. [Page 3]

B Israe! lifted the closure on the West
Bank town of Ramallah and Palestin-
jan-ruled areas of Hebron, but Palestin-
ian Authority leader Yasser Arafat
dismissed the gestures. [Page 3]

m Tests on the Israeli river into which
members of the Australian Maccabiah
team fell last month show high levels
of bacteria and sewage, according to an
Australian newspaper. The president of
Australia's Jewish sports organization
launched his own investigation after he
complained that the lsraeli probe was
dragging. Four members of the Australian
team died as a result of the July tragedy,
which occurred when team members fell
off a poarly constructed bridge into the
Yarkon River.

® An Israeli court sentenced two bor-
der guards to eight months in prison
for beating Palestinians caught in Jeru-
salem without permits. The verdict was
issued a day after the human rights group
B'Tselem issued a report charging 15 cases
of “beatings, degradation and serious
ahuse” of Palestinians by Israeli security
forces over the past three months.

B Swiss neo-Nazis disrupted a showing
of “Schindler's List" in a cinema 15
miles east of Zurich. The neo-Nazis dis-
tributed leaflets with quotes from Holo-
caust denier Ernst Zundel.

m A synagogue in southern France was

desecrated with more than 30 swasti-

kas. The attack on the Nice synagogue
came a day after racist slogans were found
on the walls of a local school.

m Police across northern Europe are
preparing for clashes with neo-Nazis
this weekend on the 10th anniversary
of the death of Hitler's deputy, Rudolf
Hess. The anniversary of Hess' death has
hecome a rallying cry for right-wing activ-
ists. Last year, German police detained
more than 150 individuals.

AROUND THE JEW!ISH WORLD

Amid political uncertainty, youth
in Minsk rediscover Jewish learning
By Lev Krichevsky

MINSK, Belarus (JTA) — When Yuri Dorn first came to the Main
Synagogue here a few years ago, he found a dozen elderly Jews.

Dorn, then in his mid-20s, remembers that the older people eyed him
with suspicion. ‘

For them, a young man in the synagogue was an unusual sight.

“They looked at me as if I was the KGB,”’ says Dorn, who is now
president of the Union of Orthodox Jewish Congregations of Belarus.

Nowadays, the synagogue regularly hosts some 70 young people,
aged 9 to 20, who come to pray, study Judaism at the synagogue’s Sunday
school and have Sabbath meals. _

Their presence at the synagogue is largely the result of an outreach
program launched by the New York-based group Yeshiva and University
Students for the Spiritual Revival of Soviet Jewry.

Since 1990, the independent, student-run organization has established
educational programs for Jewish youth in different parts of the former Soviet
Union. '

The group’s latest project is a youth center recently dedicated here in
the capital of Belarus. '

The center, the Lauder Lech Lecha Youth Center, is funded primarily
by the New York-based Ronald S. Lauder Foundation and the American
Jewish Joint Distribution Committee.

Located above the synagogue, it houses classrooms, a dining room,
a kosher kitchen and dormitory facilities for youth from other arcas of
Belarus.

But while increasing numbers of young people are reconnecting with
their Jewish heritage, the future of the community is uncertain.

“‘Life is becoming really difficult’> in Belarus, says Roman Burda,
19, a youth center activist who is a linguistics student from Minsk.

The Jewish community of Belarus is still large. Its 100,000 members,
a quarter of whom live in Minsk, make up the third largest minority in a
nation of 10.5 million.

But many are emigrating and like many of his fellow Jewish activists,
Burda is not sure whether he will continue to live in this former Communist
country, which still retains much of its Soviet character.

Experiencing the sting of political repression

The regime of President Alexander Lukashenko has been criticized
in Russia and the West for its continued repression of opposition groups and
the press.

Among the population at large, Lukashenko remains highly popular
in Belarus, which has struggled with its economy since gaining independence
in 1991 after the collapse of the Soviet Union. ‘ ,

But an increasing number of students have been rallying against
Lukashenko’s regime.

Earlier this year, a large number of college students from Minsk were
expelled from school for attending opposition rallies.

It is not clear whether any Jews were expelled, but just the same
some members of the community have been experiencing the sting of political
repression. '

One Lech Lecha Center activist said his college recently forced him
to join a new pro-Lukashenko youth group, the Belarussian Union of Patriotic
Youth. :

Had he not joined, he said, he would not have been able to pass his
final exams.

Many teen-agers who are active at the youth center say they will
probably soon leave for Israel.

But while still in Belarus, they consider it important to reconnect with
the nearly forgotten traditions that defined Jewish life here for generations.

Though his parents and grandparents were not practicing Jews, Burda
has been striving to regain his Jewish heritage and to help others learn about
Judaism. “‘After these few years that 've been with the youth group, I've
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learned a lot more about Judaism than anyone in my family
knew in the last 70 years,”” Burda says proudly.

According to Binyamin Krauss, the executive
director of the spiritual revival group, the center will
provide a “‘new level of service to a community in desper-
ate need of exposure to its Jewish heritage.”’

““We now have a home for Sabbath meals, Pass-
over seders and educational seminars and programs,” says
Krauss, a 26-year-old graduate of New York City’s
Yeshiva University who came here for the center’s dedica-
tion, »
Earlier this year, Spiritual Revival conducted a
Passover seder that brought together 180 participants —
making it the largest Jewish event in Minsk since the fall
of communism six years ago.

In addition to the youth center, Spiritual Revival
also operates summer and winter camps for children and
teen-agers, as well as its annual Lech Lecha Summer
Leadership Training Program in Israel, which encourages
participants to return to their communities in the former
Soviet Union and teach others.

As Krauss puts it: ‘“We want the locals to become
the leaders.”

And there is much for them to learn: The Jews of
Belarus have a rich 500-year history, most of it under
Polish and Lithuanian domination.

Throughout the 1800s, Belarus, which was then a
part of Imperial Russia, was a spiritual center of European
Jewry, boasting two yeshivas and numerous rabbinical
academies that were founded in the Minsk area in the early
part of the century.

In its outreach work, the Spiritual Revival group is
trying to help young Jews realize that ‘‘they themselves
come from a rich history of Jewish learning,’* says volun-
teer Avi Operman, a recent graduate of Yeshiva University
who spends several weeks each year in the former Soviet
Union.

In an effort to reconnect young people with that
history, Spiritual Revival sponsors occasional trips to the
small towns of Volozhin and Mir, near Minsk, where two
famous 19th-century yeshivas were located.

The need to reconnect is echoed by Krauss.
“Every book I read, every book I learned from comes
from somewhere in this area,”” he says.

“*Seventy years of communism totally destroyed it.
We have to try to bring some of this tradition back, to
show Jewish kids how rich their tradition is and to make
them proud of it.”’ D

NEWS ANALYSIS

Religious freedom at work:
Federal guidelines lead the way
By Daniel Kurtzman

WASHINGTON (JTA) — Jewish federal workers
can now wear a yarmulke or post a mezuzah on their office
door, but it is not clear whether private sector employees
will soon have the same rights.

“Religious freedom is at the heart of what it means
to be an American, and at the heart of our journey to
become truly one America,’’ President Clinton said
Thursday as he announced new guidelines ordering federal
agencies to allow workers as much freedom as possible in
expressing their religion while on the job.

Clinton issued the executive guidelines at a White
House ceremony.

The guidelines, which reinforce existing laws,
protect religious expression provided that it does not
diminish job efficiency or come across as government
endorsement of a particular faith.

The guidelines apply to employees at all federal
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agencies with the exception of uniformed military service
members.

“We have to do more to protect and advance
religious freedom, to strengthen the right of individuals to
follow the dictates of conscience without weakening the
Constitution,”” Vice President Al Gore said.

The guidelines would make it easier, among other
things, for federal employees to observe religious holidays,
wear religious garb, engage in discussions about religion or
keep a Bible or Koran on their desks to read during breaks.

The new federal guidelines do not chart any new
legal ground.

Instead, they specify real-life examples of what is
and isn’t permitted.

It is okay, for example, for your boss to invite you
to his son’s Bar Mitzvah, but he would not be allowed to
say to a employee, “‘I didn’t see you in church this week.
I expect to see you there this Sunday.”

Marc Stern, a lawyer with the American Jewish
Congress who helped write the guidelines, said that in the
past it might have taken years of litigation to secure such
rights and protections.

Now, with the guidelines in place, “‘you don’t have
to hire a lawyer anymore,”” he said.

In addition to AICongress, the White House also
enlisted the help of other religious and civil liberties
groups, including the Christian Legal Society, the National
Council of Churches, People for the American Way and the
Religious Action Center of Reform Judaism.

Clinton’s action comes about two months after the
Supreme Court struck down as unconstitutional the Reli-
gious Freedom Restoration Act — a 1993 law that made it
harder for government to interfere with the free practice of
religion.

Guidelines have been in the works for years

The White House has been exploring various
avenues to restore provisions of the law, but administration
officials said the guidelines issued Thursday have been in
the works for years and were not intended as a direct
response to the court ruling.

The guidelines stem primarily from an attempt by
the Equal Employment Opportunity Commission in 1993
to ban harassment in the workplace, including religious
harassment.

That proposal was met by strong protest from
religious groups and some members of Congress who said
the EEQC was defining religious harassment too broadly.

Unlike the EEOC guidelines that would have
applied to all workplaces, Clinton’s directive will only
apply to the federal government.

Religious freedom advocates hope, however, that
the principle can be extended.

“We do hope that state governments and the
private sector will see’” these guidelines *‘as a very helpful
model for how to accommodate the religious freedom of
their workers in a way that does not step over the separa-
tion of church and state,”” said Rabbi David Saperstein,
director of the Reform movement’s Religious Action
Center.

Jewish activists, for their part, hope Clinton’s
action can give a boost to the Workplace Religious Free-
dom Act.

That bill is aimed at preventing religious discrimi-
nation in the workplace by forcing employees to accommo-
date their employees’ religious needs.

That bill would go further than the guidelines for
federal employers in changing the standards for religious
accommodation. Advocates are hoping to make a concerted
push for the measure after Congress returns from its
August recess. 0]
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Conversion panel seems unab]rg
to reach accord to resoive crisis
By Naomi Segal

JERUSALEM (JTA) — On the eve of a final
deadline, it appeared that a committee charged with staving
off a crisis over conversions in Israel was deadlocked.

The committee met Thursday evening in a bid to
reach a compromise on conversions that would be accept-
able to the three major streams of Judaism.

Committee members remained tight-lipped about
their deliberations, but Israeli media reports said they had
been unable to bridge their differences on the contentious
issue and that the panel was on the verge of breaking up.

The committee, which was created by Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and headed by Finance
Minister Ya’acov Ne¢’eman, has been meeting daily since
June 30 in an effort to submit its recommendations by an
Aug. 15 deadline. _

The conversion crisis erupted a year ago after
religious political parties secured a commitment from
newly elected Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu to seek
legislation that would codify the Orthodox establishment’s
sole authority over Jewish conversions conducted in Israel.

The agreement to establish the committee came
after more than two months of talks between coalition
representatives and Reform and Conservative leaders,
including last-minute marathon talks that involved Netany-
ahu himself.

As part of the compromise, the coalition agreed to
suspend legislative work on a bill that would codify the
Orthodox monopoly over conversions performed in Israel,
and the Reform and Conservative mavements agreed to
suspend litigation pending before Israel’s High Court of
Justice.

The Reform and Conservative movements in Israel
have both brought cases over the past several years to
Israel’s High Court of Justice to secure recognition for
their conversions.

If the committee does not reach a compromise, the
non-Orthodox movements are expected to reactivate their
conversion-related court cases.

The Orthodox parties would likely pursue the
contentious conversion bill, which requires two more
Knesset votes before it can become law. O

Israel lifts internal closure;
Arafat warns of possible ‘disaster’
By Naomi Segal

JERUSALEM (JTA) — Israel has lifted most of
the travel restrictions it imposed on Palestinians traveling
within the self-rule areas, but Palestinian Authority leader
Yasser Arafat rejected the gestures, warning that continued
Israeli sanctions could lead to “‘disaster.”

On Thursday, Israeli officials lifted an ‘‘internal
closure” on the West Bank town of Ramallah and the
Palestinian-controlled areas of Hebron.

The move left Bethlehem as the sole self-rule area
still facing travel restrictions that imposed by Israel after a
July 30 suicide twin bombing in Jerusalem’s Mahane
Yehuda market. The attack killed 14 Israelis and left more
than 170 others wounded.

But Israel did not lift the general closure of the
West Bank and Gaza Strip, which prevents tens of thou-
sands of Palestinians from working within Israel.

Arafat, meeting in Ramallah with Jewish and Arab
members of the left-wing Hadash Party, rejected the Israeli
gesture.

“They are letting a few people move from one
home to the other, but they are not letting cement, steel
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and vegetables pass through. They are not allowing any
economic life,”” he said.

Israel has imposed general and internal closures
after previous suicide attacks on Israeli targets. But the
latest attack prompted a new sanction, the withholding of
tax revenues that Israel regularly paid to the Palestinian
Authority.

Arafat claimed Thursday that Israel was withhold-
ing some $40 million dollars in such revenues, adding that
this had prevented some 100,000 Palestinian workers from
being paid. '

Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu has stated that
Israel would lift all the sanctions once the Palestinian
Authority proves it is clamping down on terrorism, espe-
cially by making mass arrests. The Palestinians have
refused to.carry out arrests, maintaining that the bombers
in the attack came from abroad.

““Why are you holding me and my people responsi-
ble for this? This is revenge for something we are not
responsible for,”” Arafat said.

He spoke a day after U.S. Special Middle East
Coordinator Dennis Ross left the region after a four-day
shuttle mission aimed at getting the two sides to resume
security cooperation. ;

Israeli-Palestinian negotiations, as well as nearly all
security cooperation, came to a halt after Israel began
construction in mid-March of the Jewish neighborhood of
Har Homa in southeastern Jerusalem.

After a meeting Thursday in the West Bank town
of Nablus with Labor Party Knesset member Yossi Beilin,
Arafat said he was not very optimistic following Ross’
visit. But he said he was looking forward to a pending
shuttle mission by U.S. Secretary of State Madeleine
Albright. .

Albright has indicated that her trip to the region
would depend on the level of success Ross achieved in his
meetings with the two sides.

State Department spokesman James Rubin said
Thursday that the exact date of Albright’s trip had still not
been decided, adding that it would likely take place in
September, rather than later this month, as originally
thought.

Rubin said that although Albright’s trip would
focus on Israeli-Palestinian relations, she would probably
make other regional visits. ‘“We have broader interests in
the region,”” he said. **“We have national security interests
that go beyond Israel and the Palestinian Authority.”” []

Deported Hamas official urges
Palestinians to 'stalk’ settlers
By Naomi Segal

JERUSALEM (JTA) — A Hamas official recently
expelled from the United States has called on Palestinians
to turn the lives of Jewish settlers “‘into an unbearable
hell.”

Mousa Mohammed Abu Marzook, whose com-
ments were published in the United Arab Emirates, also
told a magazine, ““We call on our people in Palestine to
stalk the herds of these spiteful settlers.”

Marzook, who was the head of Hamas’ political
wing, had lived in the United States for 15 years before he
was detained at a New York airport in July 1995 because
his name was on a list of suspected terrorists.

Israel had asked for his extradition to bring him to
justice for his alleged role in 10 terrorist attacks between
1990 and 1994 that took 47 lives. But in April, Israel
decided to drop its request to extradite him in apparent fear
that putting him on trial in the region would provoke
Palestinian violence. In an unusual deal, Jordan agreed in
May to accept Marzook as a humanitarian gesture. 0
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Jewish educators to explore
many themes at CAJE conference
By Natalie Weinstein

Jewish Bulletin of Northern California

SAN FRANCISCO (JTA) — A self-described
““three-ring circus’’ of Jewish education will descend on
Palo Alto, Calif., next week.

The 22nd annual Conference on Alternatives in
Jewish Education is returning to Northern California for the
first time since 1984.

About 1,600 teachers, administrators and lay
leaders, including 250 from the Bay Area, will gather from
Aug. 17 to 21 at Stanford University to learn about
classrcom innovations and to revitalize themselves before
the school year starts.

The barrage includes 500 workshops, 10 keynote
speeches, a 72-film festival, a 95-vendor bazaar, an art
expo, a do-it-yourself crafts center and two computer labs.

It also includes a pluralism debate, a celebration of
Zionism’s centennial, an outdoor concert — and, not
surprisingly, a printed program as thick as a big-city
telephone book.

“There are so many components. It's such a huge,
huge, huge effort,”” said Zvi Weiss, a San Francisco
resident and one of four conference co-chairs.

CAIE workshops zero in on nearly every imagin-
able subject — from the perennials such as teaching
Hebrew, Torah and the Holocaust to more timely topics
such as exploring the Internet, Jewish multiculturalism and
sexual orientation issues.

Some of the catchier workshop titles include:
“*How to Reach B’nai Mitzvah Students and Their Families
Without Tearing Your Hair Out,”” “‘Hebrew Without
Tears,” ““Straight but Not Narrow: Dealing with Homo-
phobia in Our Classrooms and Communities,”” ‘‘Putting
God on Your Class List”’ and ‘‘David, Bathsheba and
Woody Allen.”

This year’s conference theme is ‘‘Gather the
People Together.’*

‘Sharing successes in the classtroom’
Within CAIJE, there is also a mini-conference for

lay leaders.

It includes workshops on evaluating school pro-
grams and applying for grants and a discussion of the pros
and cons of a national curriculum.

Despite the abundance of offerings, the conference
goal is simple.

“CAIJE is about sharing successes in the classroom
— and sharing faijlures,”” said Weiss, the former assistant
director of the Bureau of Jewish Education of Greater Los
Angeles.

The conference is sponsored by the Coalition for
the Advancement of Jewish Education, which is also
known as CAJE.

The coalition, with approximately 4,000 members,
is the largest Jewish educators’ organization in North
America.

This year, the conference is co-sponsored by the
San Francisco-based Bureau of Jewish Education, the

- Center for Jewish Living and Learning of the East Bay, the

Jewish Education Council of San Jose, Stanford Hillel,
Stanford’s Jewish studies program and the Stanford
Concentration on Research in Jewish Education.

Brad Lakritz, the technology coordinator for the
Bureau of Jewish Education, is overseeing two computer
labs and 22 sessions on computer literacy. His work will
make this the most technology-intensive CAJE conference
yet.

One computer lab will focus on Jewish educational

DAILY NEWS BULLETIN

software and CD-ROMs; the other will teach educators
how to surf the Internet.

Lakritz hopes computer whizzes can spread their
expertise far beyond the Silicon Valley and ease the
burdens on the average teacher.

Not only can educators increase their personal
knowledge via Internet courses, for example, but they can
also cut their preparation time by using Hebrew
word-processing  software or excite students with
butld-it-yourself Web sites.

On the less technical side, Berkeley educator
Loolwa Khazzoom will lead a six-hour ‘‘intensive’ on
Jewish diversity.

Khazzoom will also co-facilitate a three-hour
workshop on the effects of internalized anti-Semitism on
education.

Both forums spring from Khazzoom’s dedication
to spreading information about Sephardi and Mizrachi
Jews.

Most Jews of Ashkenazi origin know little of other
Jewish customs, Khazzoom said.

Her methods will include unveiling non-Ashkenazi
traditions, such as eating Purim pastries called sambousak,
filled with cheese and egg or chickpeas and meat.

She also hopes to meet other educators interested
in creating a multicultural curriculum.

“People don’t even realize there are other tradi-
tions and histories,”” she said.

“They need exposure to realize what they’re
missing.”’ O

Clinton chomps on couscous,
barrels through baklava at eatery
By Matthew Dorf

WASHINGTON (JTA) — If President Bush dined
at Lebanese Taverna in the midst of a major U.S. Middle
East peace initiative, he might have faced accusations of
bias toward the Arabs.

So did President Clinton display a tilt toward Israel
last weekend?

As his chief Middle East peace envoy arrived in
Tel Aviv, Clinton and the first lady broke bread at the Tel
Aviv Cafe, a suburban Washington restaurant.

Known for its young Jewish dinner crowd, the
restaurant has become one of a handful of Middle Eastern
hot spots around the nation’s capital.

“The food’s great, simply wonderful,”” Clinton
said, according to a report by a Yediot Achronot corre-
spondent who was at the restaurant Sunday evening.

Chelsea Clinton has dined at the restaurant a
handful of times and apparently recommended it to her
parents,

It didn’t hurt that the owner’s wife is also one of
the first lady’s hairdressers.

As he drank Maccabi beer, an Israeli import,
Clinton munched on a host of Middle Eastern appetizers
before digging into a fish and couscous dish.

“The atmosphere is great here,”” Yediot quoted
Clinton as saying.

For a while, it looked like Clinton’s Tel Aviv trip
could backfire against Israel if he held it responsible for
breaking his diet.

After the waiter brought over a large tray of
baklava and other Middle Eastern desserts, Clinton said,
“This is going to ruin my diet. But [ can’t resist,”’ accord-
ing to the report in [srael’s largest daily paper.

Clinton left after a warm goodbye from many
patrons.

‘“‘Shalom chaver,”” they called out, borrowing
Clinton’s farewell to Yitzhak Rabin. [




