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80th Anniversary Year

® The Clinton administration proposed
reducing the number of refugee spots
for Jews and others from the former
Soviet Union in the coming fiscal year.
Refugees from this area would be allotted
21,000 slots, down from 30,000. The
exact numbers will be set next month after
consultation with Congress.

® The New York State Legislature
created, for the third time, a special
school district for the Chasidic commu-
nity of Kiryas Joel, a suburb north of
New York. The Supreme Court declared
unconstitutional the first two legislative
attempts to create such a district. The
American Jewish Congress urged N.Y. Gov.
George Pataki to veto the legistation.

B Tensions in Israel remained high
amid concerns over additional terror
attacks. Israel arrested 29 more Palestin-
ians in the West Bank. Bomb squads also
cleared a block-wide area in Jerusalem to
check an unattended bicycle for explosives.

® Palestinian  Authority Chairman
Yasser Arafat arrived in Amman for
talks with Jardan’s King Hussein. Mean-
while, the European Union’s Middle East
envoy visited the region and proposed the
creation of a new permanent Israeli-Pales-
tinian security committee.

B [nvestigations into the two men
arrested for allegedly plotting a New
York subway bomhing have failed to
establish a link so far between the men
and Middle Eastern terrorist groups.
The fundamentalist Islamic group Hamas
has denied any link to the men.

® Jonathan Pollard canceled a planned
visit with an Israeli Embassy official

after Israel's justice minister suggested

that he be transferred to an Israeli jail.
Pollard said he did not want the visit
“while the government of Israel is busy
stabbing me in the back.” Pollard was
sentenced to life imprisonment in 1987 for
espionage on hehalf of Israel.

® Rep. Ron Paul (R-Texas) was the
only member of the U.S. Senate and

House to vote against resolutions con- .

demning last week’'s suicide bombing
attack in Jerusalem.

BEHIND THE HEADLINES
Victims of suicide bombings:
More than just names on a list
By Michele Chabin

JERUSALEM (JTA) — The victims of last week’s twin suicide
bombing at the Mahane Yehuda market were more than names on a list.

A survivor of Auschwitz, two new immigrants from the former Soviet
Union and an Isracli Arab were among the 13 victims to lose their lives when
two men blasted themselves and their surroundings.-

More than 170 others were wounded in the attack, for which the
Islamic fundamentalist gronp Hamas has claimed responsibility.

A glimpse at some of their backgrounds — and at the family
members they left behind — scarcely captures the full tragedy of lives cut
short.

One of the victims, 92-year-old Simha Fremd, was a survivor of
Auschwitz who had settled in South America before immigrating to Israel 18
years ago.

Fremd, who often traveled to Mahane Yehuda in his motorized cart,
is said to have loved the colorful, Middle Eastern atmosphere of the produce
market.

The day after the blast, Fremd’s cart — its tires deflated — still stood
at the blast site, surrounded by hundreds of candles placed by grieving

- Israelis in memory of all the victims.

Difficulties in identifying one of the victims created three days of
agony for the relatives of Mark Rabinovitz, 80, of Jerusalem.

New immigrants from the former Soviet Union, members of the
Rabinovitz family rushed to area hospitals after the elder Rabinovitz did not
come home after the July 30 attack.

He was not listed among the killed or injured, but the family was told
that one body had vet to be identified.

It took three long days before they knew for sure. - :

During Rabinovitz’s funeral Sunday, Jerusalem Mayor Ehud Olmert
noted how the family patriarch had made aliyah with the hope of living safely

" in Israel as a Jew, but that, ironically, he lost his life in Israc]l because he was

Jewish.

Families anxiously watched television
Within moments after hearing about the bombing, the relatives of

David Nasko turned on the television, anxious to hear something about the
44-year-old fruit vendor.

One of his sisters, Ziona, saw what she believed to be his mangled
body in the wreckage. Her fears were confirmed a few hours later.

Raised in a poor family, Nasko worked hard and was eventually able
to purchase a home for his wife, Tikva, and their two children, ages 1 and 3,
in the Jerusalem suburb of Mevasseret Zion.

Their son, Nissim, had reached his first birthday the day before the
attack.

Also from Mevasseret Zion was Shmuel Malka, 44, who had worked
as a taxi driver until several weeks ago, when he decided to help out in his
brother-in-law’s fruit-and-vegetable store.

Like the Naskos, the Malkas began to expect the worst when they
identified the family’s destroyed shop on television.

Malka’s brother-in-law, Moshe Tiran, remains hospitalized. Malka is
survived by his wife, Ariela, and their 3-year-old son.

Residents of the village of Abu Ghosh, situated between Jerusalem
and Tel Aviv, were also in mourning this week after burying one of their
native sons.

The only Israeli Arab killed in the attack, Muhi Adin Othman, 33,
had worked at the Mahane Yehuda market for 10 years.

More than 1,000 people, most of them related to Othman, attended
his funeral the day after the attack.

Watching the arrival of so many visitors, Othman’s 7-year-old son
mistook the funeral for a happy occasion and reportedly asked, ‘“When is the
wedding going to start?”

Othman also leaves a wife and 5-year-old daughter. The youngest




l'” August 4, 1997

victim, 15-year-old Grigory Pesahovic of Jerusalem, was
finally laid to rest in a non-Jewish section of a Jewish
cemetery on Sunday, four days after he was killed.

Born in Russia, ‘‘Grisha,”’ as he was known, made
aliyah with his divorced non-Jewish mother two years ago.
His father, who is Jewish, arrived six months later.

He was initially refused burial in a Jewish cemetery
because his mother is not Jewish.

As a result, his funeral was scheduled to take place
at the Christian Mount Zion Cemetery in Jerusalem. But
his parents halted the funeral when the presiding Greek
Orthodox priest insisted on reciting Christian prayers.

The funeral was called off, and Pesahovic’s body
was returned to the hospital. The problem was not resolved
until Absorption Minister Yuli Edelstein personally inter-
vened on the family’s behalf.

Edelstein contacted Sephardi Chief Rabbi Eliyahu
Bakshi-Doron, who said that although Pesahovic could not
be buried alongside other Jews for religious reasons, he
could be buried in a special section of the Jewish Har
Hamenuchot Cemetery set aside for people whose Jewish
identity is ‘‘questionable.”’

Although the government passed legislation
enabling the establishment of both non-Orthodox and civil
cemeteries — in the wake of earlier cases where
“half-Jewish’> immigrants were barred from Jewish
cemeteries — none has been established.

Uri Regev, a Reform rabbi who heads the move-
ment’s Israel Religious Action Center, said that if the
government had done its job, the controversy over
Pesahovic’s burial would have been avoided.

Regev said that ‘‘the authorities are acting in bad
faith>> by ‘‘denying the funding and land allocations that
would make such cemeteries possible.”’ U

Jewish-Arab venture ends bid
to boost Palestinian economy
By Tom Tugend

LOS ANGELES (JTA) — An ambitious joint
Jewish-Arab enterprise founded to boost economic develop-
ment in Palestinian self-rule areas is shutting down, a
victim of the waning peace process.

““We’re winding up our operations and terminating
our relationship with the U.S. government,” said Joseph
DeSatter, executive director of Builders for Peace. ‘‘For all
intents and purposes, we’re out of business.”’

The demise of Builders for Peace comes as the
Palestinian economy deteriorates and the stalled peace
process took another blow with last week’s double suicide
bombings in Jerusalem.

The Washington-based group was launched in
November 1993, two months after the late Isracli Prime
Minister Yitzhak Rabin and Palestinian leader Yasser
Arafat shook hands on the White House lawn.

In those days of optimism and good will, it seemed
possible to overcome decades of violence and distrust.

Vice President Al Gore suggested at the time that
the Jewish and Arab communities in the United States
apply their business acumen and capital to jump-start
ventures in the Gaza Strip and the West Bank. Gore
believed that the peace process would fail if the Palestin-
ians did not experience economic improvement.

Mel Levine, a Jewish attorney and former con-
gressman from Los Angeles, and James Zogby, head of the
Arab-American Institute, were named co-presidents of
Builders for Peace.

The organization was launched with an operating
grant of $350,000 for the first year from the U.S. Agency
for International Development.

American and Israeli officials were enthusiastic
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about the project. Foreign Minister Shimon Peres declared
that $1 invested in the Palestinian economy would be
worth $2 spent on Israeli security.

From the beginning, however, the task facing
Builders for Peace proved a lot more frustrating than
anticipated. In its close to four years of existence, Builders
for Peace lent a hand to only a few projects — and even
their success is in doubt.

The showpiece project is the Gaza Marriott Hotel
and Business Center, an $80 to $100 million project on the
Mediterranean coastline. Ground was broken in March, and
Levine is *‘cautiously optimistic’” that the complex will be
ultimately completed.

A group of upscale condominiums has been built
in the West Bank town of Ramallah, and a bottled water
plant in Jericho and a factory for manufacturing pre-cast
concrete walls for modular housing are in different stages
of development.

Together, it is not an impressive track record, and
there is disagreement over who is to blame.

The participants agree that an international consor-
tium of donor countries did not come through on pledges
totalling $2.4 billion for building infrastructure in the self-
rule areas that would help support the joint ventures.

They also agree that the lost political momentum
in the peace process inevitably soured the investment
climate. After that, opinions divide.

Levine believes that the main stumbling block has
been Arafat’s failure to establish basic legal and commer-
cial structures.

“I told Arafat many times that the PA had to
provide accountability and transparency for all negotiations
and transactions, but he was never interested enough to do
anything about it,”’ Levine said recently.

‘“‘After a while, it seemed that the Israclis were
pushing much harder for Palestinian economic development
than the Palestinians themselves,”” he added.

DeSutter agrees. ‘‘Until agreements can be reliably
entered into, honored and enforced, few people will
invest,”’ he said.

Corruption presents a deterrent

Endemic corruption, bureaucratic foot-dragging,
huge overheads and the ability of Arafat cronies to muscle
other businessmen aside presented additional deterrents to
foreign investors, a source said.

While acknowledging the shortcomings of the
Palestinian Authority, Zogby places the blame mainly on
Israel.

““The Israeli civil administration may have left, but
Israel still dominates the Palestinian economy,’”” Zogby
charged.

‘‘Everything has to go through Israeli middlemen.”

The biggest distortion in the Palestinian economy
is caused by frequent closures of the territories, Zogby
said.

Closure prevents Palestinian laborers from reaching
their jobs in Israel, but equally as damaging, they prevent
Arab businessmen from importing raw materiais and
exporting finished goods, he explained.

Closures generally follow terrorist attacks on Israeli
civilians, such as last week’s bombings that killed 13.
Meanwhile, there is little doubt that the Palestinian

" economy is in shambles and is a potential powder keg.

““We had hoped to accomplish more, but at this
point, we’ve done all we can,” said Levine.

““Whatever comes next will have to be done by the
people of the region.”’

Zogby, alluding to his friendship and respect for
Levine, conciuded bitterfy that ‘“both of our visions have
been betrayed.’’ U
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Black, Jewish activist'_.s I_ob_bv
for school voucher initiatives
By Daniel Kurtzman

WASHINGTON (JTA) — Taking aim at the
problem of failing inner-city schools, a handful of Jewish
and African American activists have formed a coalition to
help build momentum for school voucher initiatives.

Joining together on Capitol Hill last week, repre-
sentatives from the two communities argued that tax-
payer-funded tuition vouchers for use at private and
parochial schools are the best bet for improving educational
opportunities for low-income students,

““Once again, blacks and Jews are uniting in a
common cause to secure hope and opportunity for all our
children through excellent education,”” said Nathan Dia-
ment, director of the Orthodox Union’s Institute for Public
Affairs.

The cooperative effort marks a broadening of
Jewish voucher advocates’ approach to the issue, which in
the past has been dominated by the argument that vouchers
— also known as ‘‘school choice” — are needed to
provide better access to a quality Jewish education and to
fight the Jewish continuity crisis.

Rabbi E. B. “Bunny’’ Freedman, representing
Torah U’Mesorah: The National Society For Hebrew Day
Schools, said the cooperation represents a ‘‘coming of age
for this issue,”” noting that in the past, Jewish voucher
advocates have been ‘‘accused of being interested in
advancing only the Hebrew day school system.”’

Orthodox Jews who have been working to promote
vouchers “‘now can held their heads up proud and say we
are not only working for our own children,”” Freedman
said. ‘““We are ready, willing and able to join hands with
our black comrades in the inner cities to help improve their
schools.”’

School vouchers remain one of the most controver-
sial issues facing the Jewish community. The Orthodox and
politically conservative Jews favor the idea, while most in
the organized Jewish community remain unflappably
opposed. Opponents reject the idea of handing out taxpayer
money for use at religious schools, calling it an affront to
the constitutional separation of church and state.

Standing alongside Jewish voucher advocates at a
news conference following a Senate hearing last week on
vouchers, representatives from the black community
welcomed Jewish support for the effort to increase educa-
tional opportunities for disadvantaged black students.

‘Growing momentum’ for vouchers
Howard Fuller, a professor of education at Mar-

quette University and former superintendent of Milwau-
kee’s public schools, stressed, however, that vouchers do
not constitute a “‘panacea’’ for the black community.

I think that it is one instrument that ought to be
there to be used by parents, along with a variety of other
efforts to reform our existing educational system,’’ he said.

Fuller was one of several voucher advocates from
the black community who spoke at a hearing of the Senate
Labor and Human Resources Committee convened by Sen.
Dan Coats (R-Ind.), a leading advocate in Congress for
school choice.

In an effort to make a practical case for vouchers
and to bring a human face to the campaign, parents,
education experts and public officials were brought in to
testify in support of voucher programs already in use in
Cleveland and Milwaukee.

““1 think there is growing momentum’’ for vouch-
ers, Coats said. ““The role and the voice of parents is going
te drown out the role and voice of the education lobbyists
who are vested in trying to hang onto the status quo.’’
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The hearing was intended to give a boost to
congressional efforts to pass two separate voucher initia-
tives. One would provide up to $3,200 to approximately
2,000 low-income families living in the District of Colum-
bia, and the other would create a $50 million five-year
pilot program offering vouchers to low-income parents
whose children attend an ‘‘unsafe school.”

There is some evidence, meanwhile, that support
for voucher initiatives is increasing in both the black and
Jewish communities. A poll conducted by the Joint Center
for Political Studies in Washington found that about 57
percent of blacks now support the voucher concept — an
increase of almost 10 percentage points in 18 months.

At the same time, the Jewish Policy Center, a think
tank affiliated with the Republican-aligned National Jewish
Coalition, has launched a public campaign to build support
for vouchers and reverse the Jewish community’s
long-standing opposition to the idea.

This group of politically conservative Jews has
been advocating school choice as a means of leveling the
education playing field and bolstering both Jewish educa-
tion and Jewish identity.

In mainstream segments of the two communities,
however, opposition to vouchers remains as steadfast as
ever. While the Jewish Council for Public Affairs continues
a yearlong effort to reassess the organized Jewish commu-
nity’s position on the issue, most Jewish groups continue
to oppose vouchers on both constitutional and policy
grounds. The National Association for the Advancement of
Colored People, meanwhile, voted at its annual convention
last month to oppose voucher plans.

““The fact is, there is a much broader, much more
representative black-Jewish alliance in opposition to
vouchers than any new alliance in support of vouchers, and
with good reason,”” said Michael Lieberman, Washington
counsel for the Anti-Defamation League.

Marshall Breger, a professor of law at Catholic
University and vice-chairman of the Jewish Policy Center,
acknowledged that the new coalition ‘‘consists of a
minority of Jews and a minority of blacks.”

But he stressed that such a coalition has the
potential to make important strides in addressing the
education problems facing both communities.

Breger also believes there may be vital opportuni-
ties for ‘‘human discovery’” in a ‘“‘joining together of
people who are not in the official dialogue business.”’

“Too often black-Jewish relations are handshakes
at dinners,”” he said. ‘“This is a real concern of real people
and [ think it can provide an opportunity, maybe the first
opportunity, for Orthodox Jews to understand the problems
of inner-city blacks.’’ O

Israel kills five Hezbollah gunmen

JERUSALEM (JTA) — Israeli soldiers have killed
five Hezbollah gunmen, including two area commanders,
in a clash north of the southern Lebanon security zone.

No Israeli troops were hurt in the Sunday night
operation, which was carried out by members of the Golani
Brigade. Hezbollah confirmed that five of its fighters had
been killed by roadside charges set off by Israeli troops.

It also said that three Lebanese civilians and two
Hezbollah members were wounded in the blast.

Reports from Lebancn identified two of the dead
as Sheik Taissir Badran, commander of Hezbollah forces
around Nabatiya, and Hussein Kassir, who directed opera-
tions from the Lebanese village of Kfour.

The commander of the brigade said the Hezbollah
fighters killed in the explosions had been involved in two
1995 attacks, in which nine members of the brigade were
killed. O
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Socialist premier confronts
France's wartime aid to Nazis
By Lee Yanowitch

PARIS (JTA) — The French Jewish community is
welcoming Socialist Prime Minister Lionel Jospin’s
willingness to confront France’s wartime actions.

In a break from the position adopted by the late
Socialist President Francois Mitterrand, Jospin has recog-
nized the French state’s responsibility for the arrests and
deportations of thousands of French Jews during the Nazi
occupation of the country.

Jospin addressed how France helped the Nazis
carry out the Final Solution, speaking plainly about French
complicity during his remarks at a ceremony marking the
55th anniversary of the notorious Velodrome d’Hiver
roundup of July 16, 1942,

Early that morning, French police took at least
13,000 Jewish men, women and children to the cycling
stadium. They were held for four days in sweltering heat
without food, water or sanitary facilities before being
shipped to the Auschwitz death camp.

About 76,000 Jews, including 12,000 children,
were deported from France to Nazi death camps. About
2,500 returned. ‘‘The swoop was decided, planned and
carried out by Frenchmen,”’ Jospin said at the ceremony.

His words echoed a historic 1995 speech by
Conservative President Jacques Chirac, the first French
leader to publicly recognize his country’s participation in
the Holocaust.

““Political leaders, administrators, judges, police
and gendarmes took part in it. Not a single German soldier
was necessary to accomplish this infamous task,”” Jospin
said during his speech at the Monument to the Jewish
Martyr on the site where the cycling stadium once stood.

‘Necessity not to hide_this period’

Jospin’s remarks have allowed the French left to
distance itself from the stance adopted by Mitterrand.

The former president had refused, despite pressure
from Jewish groups, intellectuals and former Resistance
fighters, to apologize for the actions of France’s wartime
Vichy regime.

Henri Hajdenberg, president of CRIF, the umbrella
group of secular French Jewish organizations, said he was
pleased with the prime minister’s acknowledgement of the
“‘necessity not to hide this period, but to face all responsi-
bilities of the past.”

““This is a moment of truth and those who have a
sense of responsibility are not turning their backs on the
past,”’ said Hajdenberg.

““A new era was ushered in two years ago with
Chirac’s speech. There is a consensus among our leaders,”’
he added.

Hajdenberg also praised two promises that Jospin
made during his speech:

« to facilitate research into France’s wartime
actions by modifying laws that keep ‘‘sensitive’” World
War II archives closed for 60 years; and,

* to create a Holocaust museum in Paris.

Mitterrand, who was jeered at the 50th anniversary
ceremony marking the Velodrome d’Hiver roundup, had
maintained, like other postwar presidents who grappled
with the issue before him, that the French public was not
accountable for the crimes of the illegal, pro-Nazi Vichy
regime.

That refusal, along with his friendship with Rene
Bousquet, the Vichy regime’s national police chief who
ordered the roundup, and his efforts to prevent French war
criminals from going to trial, dogged the last years of
Mitterrand’s 14-year presidency.
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Bousquet was killed by a publicity-seeker in 1993
on the eve of his war-crimes trial.

During his speech, Jospin also expressed his desire
to see that the war-crimes trial of former Vichy official
Maurice Papon, which is due to open Oct. 8 in the south-
western city of Bordeaux, be a “‘time of remembrance for
our society.”

The trial is expected to give the French people an
exhaustive examination of the Vichy government’s role
during the Holocaust. :

Legal proceedings against Papon, which were first
undertaken in 1981, were delayed by successive French
governments in the hope that the now 86-year-old man
would die before a trial took place. 0

Heads of Russia’s largest faiths
shift stance on controversial law
By Lev Krichevsky

MOSCOW (JTA) — In a turnabout, leaders of
Russia’s major religions now agree that a controversial bill
on freedom of religion recently vetoed by President Boris
Yeltsin needs to be amended.

At a meeting last week with Yeltsin’s deputy chief
of staff, Maxim Boiko, representatives of Russia’s largest
church, the Russian Orthodox Church, Islam, Judaism and
Buddhism agreed that the rejected bill needs to be changed
so that it will not discriminate and violate the Russian
Constitution. ,

The much-criticized preamble to the bill, which
contained the list of the four ‘‘traditional’’ faiths that
would be the only religions granted full rights, might be
removed or at least reworded, according to Russia’s chief
rabbi, Adolph Shayevich.

Retigious leaders also agreed to lift the requirement
that all “‘non-traditional’’ faiths prove that they have
officially existed in Russia for at least 15 years — a
provision that could outlaw such faiths as Catholicism and
evangelical Christianity, since they were unable to obtain
official recognition in the Soviet Union.

The Law on Freedom of Conscience and Religious
Association, overwhelmingly approved by both house of
the Russian Parliament earlier this summer, was aimed at
stemming the flood of cults and foreign missionaries that
have swept across Russia since the breakup of the Soviet
Union. .

Critics of the law, including the U.S. Senate, the
pope and human rights activists, urged Yeltsin to veto the
proposed law, calling it bath discriminatory and undemo-
cratic.

Although Shayevich had supported the legislation,
several Jewish groups — in Russia and abroad —- had
opposed it.

The leaders of the Lubavitch and the Reform
movements in Russia — both of which could have been
affected by the legislation, were among those who wel-
comed Yeltsin’s veto.

Yeltsin vetoed the bill, claiming that it ‘‘infringes
on the constitutional rights and freedoms”’ of the Russian
people.

Leaders of Russian Orthodoxy, Islam and Bud-
dhism openly had criticized Yeltsin’s decision to return the
legislation to the Parliament, as had Shayevich, who said
the bill should have been approved since it would have
atlowed traditional religions to operate.

Experts say both houses of the Russian Parliament
will likely override the presidential veto by the required
two-thirds majority.

If that occurs, Yeltsin could take the matter to
Russia’s constitutional court.

The Parliament is in recess until September. [




