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® The House of Representatives voted
overwhelmingly to close a loophole in
the U.S. anti-terrorism law that allowed
American firms to trade with Syria and
Sudan despite the State Department’s
classification of those countries as
state sponsors of terrorism. The House
and Senate, which passed a similar mea-
sure, will now try to combine their legisla-
tion, which would cut off about $200
million in U.S. trade with Syria.

B The Jewish community of Zurich,
the largest in Switzerland, has severed
all business relations with Union Bank
of Switzerland. The bank earlier this year
fired a security guard who had rescued
Holocaust-era documents from the shredder.

B Israeli diplomats are waging a cam-
paign against a U.N. draft resolution
calling for a limit to Israel's role at the
General Assembly and other sanctions
because of Israel’s construction in
southeastern Jerusalem. [Page 2]

B A top Israeli and Palestinian official
met to try to break the deadlock in
negotiations. No details of the meeting
between Israeli Defense Minister Yitzhak
Mordechai and Palestinian Authority official
Nabil Sha'ath were released.

® Israel's High Court of Justice or-
dered the justice minister to seek the
arrest and transfer of a Palestinian
terrorist for the May 1996 shooting of
Israeli student David Boim. [Page 4]

® Hungary arrested two Israeli men
after police found stolen religious ob-
jects from Hungarian synagogues. The
two Orthodox men are being supplied with
kosher food from the Jewish community in
Budapest while they are being detained.

® More than 250 Lubavitcher Chasidim
from around the world participated in a
daylong tribute in Washington te honor
the legacy of Rahbi Menachem Mendel
Schneerson, who died three years ago.

® Worshipers at the 15th World Con-
ference of Gay, Leshian and Bisexual
Jews were picketed during Saturday
morning services in Dallas by Southern
Baptist protesters.

AROUND THE JEWISH WORLD
Georgian Jews battle theater
for return of former synagogue
By Lev Krichevsky

MOSCOW (JTA) — A 100-year-old building that once housed a
synagogue in Thilisi is at the center of a dispute between the local Jewish
community and a popular theater group in the former Soviet republic of

. Georgia.

The theater group last month went on a hunger strike to protest a
court decision to return the building to the Jewish community.

The troupe charges that the Jewish claim is baseless and is refusing
to vacate the premises. The conflict, nonetheless, is sending rare ripples in the
traditionally good relations between Georgians and Jews.

The building was erected in the late 19th century as an Ashkenazi
synagogue. In the 1930s, it was transformed by Soviet authorities into a
workers club and later into a movie theater.

Located in Thilisi’s historic quarter, the building is popularly known
as the Beria Club, a reference to Lavrenti Beria, Stalin’s secret police chief
and a Georgian native.

A few years ago, the Jewish community initiated legal steps to
reclaim the former house of worship. After months of archival research,
Jewish activists found an old city map indicating that the building was
originally constructed by the Jewish community.

The group, the Theater of the King’s Region, rejected the commu-

© nity’s claim, saying that the building never housed a synagogue.

The troupe moved into the building five years ago and has spent
thousands of dollars on renovations.

Earlier this year, Georgia’s Supreme Arbitrage Court ordered the
theater to vacate the building and return it to the Jewish community, which
wants to make it a community center. But the theater’s director and his troupe
are so opposed to relinquishing the premises that they have promised to stage
a marathon play as part of their protest.

““This is not a conflict between Georgians and Jews, but a conflict
between a group of actors and the authorities,”” said Mikhail Pichkhadze, a
Jewish journalist in Thilisi.

According to Pichkhadze, the actors wanted to harm the image of
Georgian President Eduard Shevardnadze, who has been supportive of the
Jewish community.

Hysteria — or real tension?

A legal consultant for the Jewish community downplayed the conflict.

“It’s all just play-acting,”’ Shalva Chikvashvili was quoted as saying.

Georgia’s chief rabbi, Ariel Levin, said it was “‘artificially induced
hysteria over a building that some Georgian actors refuse to return.”

But the tensions are real.

Georgian media reports have created an impression that the commu-
nity has no valid claim on the building, said one Jewish community member.

One activist who spoke on condition of anonymity said the much
talked-about conflict has created anti-Semitic tensions. Last month, Georgian
state television reported that in this conflict Jews were backed by some
““corrupted circles.”

Historically, Georgia has seen a relatively low level of anti-Semitism.
There were never any pogroms or large-scale anti-Semitism in this country
located in the Caucasus mountains. Even while under Soviet rule, Georgian
Jews enjoyed more religious and cultural freedom than in any other Soviet
republic. ‘

For example, Georgian Jews were able to practice their religion, said
Menahem Elazar, the American Jewish Joint Distribution Committee’s
representative in Thilisi. About one-third of the synagogues that remained
open in the Soviet Union were located in Georgia.

But Georgia’s once-thriving Jewish community, which at its peak
totalled 100,000, has now dwindled to 15,000,

Many Jews fled the country during the civil war and severe economic
crisis that shrouded Georgia from 1989 to 1995. In 1998, Georgia will
celebrate 26 centuries of its Jewish community. Local tradition says the first




l'd July 10, 1997

Jews arrived in Georgia after the Babylonians conquered
Jerusalem in the sixth century B.C.E. The government has
made a commitment to sponsor a large-scale event.
Georgian authorities have not yet responded to the
conflict over the former synagogue, but Jewish leaders
believe the government will take steps to implement the
court’s decision in advance of next year’s celebration.
“The synagogue will be returned,” said Igor
Klebansky of the Tbilisi-based Caucasus-American Bureau
on Human Rights. 1

Pursuing Har Homa, Arabs seek
to curb Israel’s role in world body
By Cynthia Mann

NEW YORK (JTA) — Arab states are seeking to
limit Israel’s participation in the United Nations’ General
Assembly because of its failure to halt controversial
construction in southeastern Jerusalem.

A resolution, circulating this week in draft form, is
expected to be introduced at an emergency session of the
General Assembly called in the wake of a recent UN.
finding that Israel has continued building at Har Homa.

No date has been set for the session, which was
requested by Egypt, but it is expected to come as early as
next week.

In April, the General Assembly adopted a resolu-
tion that demanded a halt to the Har Homa construction
and other building in the territories,

Har Homa is in a part of Jerusalem that Palestin-
ians lay claim to as the capital of their future state.

The resolution also called on the secretary-general
to monitor the situation and report back to the member
states.

Secretary-General Kofi Annan issued a report last
week saying Israel had failed to stop construction. He
called it ““particularly serious’” because of its effect on the
Middle East peace process, which has been virtually frozen
since construction began in March.

Israeli officials at the United Nations reacted by
terming Annan’s report ““very biased and one-sided’” in
favor of the Palestinians and charging that Annan has
“fomented an anti-Israel policy” at the United Nations.

““Of course we don’t want to see the emergency
session convened,”’ said acting Israeli U.N. Ambassador
David Peleg. ““We believe there’s political motivation’’
behind it.

It is intended “‘to pressure Israel and replace direct
negotiations and internationalize the conflict” with the
Palestinians, he said.

The proposed measure calls on U.N. members to
bar the import of goods manufactured in Jewish settlements
in the ““Occupied Palestinian Territory, including Jerusa-
lem,”” and impose other economic sanctions on the settle-
ments.

The draft states, ‘“Normal participation by a
member state in the workings of the General Assembly
cannot be carried out while it simultaneously and systemat-
ically violates international law, the provisions of the
charter of the United Nations and relevant United Nations
resolutions.”

Israel’s Foreign Ministry Director General Eitan
Ben-Tzur was reported to have said last week that the
United States has not been as forthcoming this time around
in its efforts to convince nations not to vote against Israel
and to try to soften the language of the resolution,

Until now, the United States has stood steadfastly
by Israel in the face of repeated UN. condemnations of
Har Homa.

Eliahu Ben-Elissar, Israel’s ambassador to the
United States, said in a briefing at the Jewish Telegraphic
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Agency on Wednesday that he has been assured by U.S.
officials that ‘‘the American position has not changed.”

Ben-Elissar met earlier this week with Thomas
Pickering, undersecretary of state for political affairs, on
the issue and said U.S. officials are ‘‘not very happy’” with
the decision to reconvene the emergency session.

Spokesmen at the U.S. mission to the United
Nations could not be reached for comment.

Ben-Elissar termed the U.N. initiative an effort by
the Palestinians to ‘“internationalize”” the peace process and
said “‘they’ll be the only ones to suffer.”

“We're going backward instead of forward,” he
added, emphasizing that bilateral negotiations were the
basis of the Israeli-Palestinian accords.

The ambassador said the appointment of the new
Israeli ambassador to the United Nations, Dore Gold, was
expected to be confirmed by July 18. U

What's campaign finance got to do
with JCCs? Ask key Senate withess
By Matthew Dorf

WASHINGTON (JTA) — Across the country there
are tens of thousands of retired basketball players who
learned their moves on the hardwood of a Jewish commu-
nity center.

So who would think that one such experience
would find its way to center stage of Democratic fund-
raising improprieties? Certainly not Richard Sullivan, the
former Democratic National Committee finance director, an
Irish Catholic.

But when the Senate Governmental Affairs Com-
mittee called its first witness on campaign financing,
Sullivan invoked his teen-age basketball squad to defend
himself against a key charge of illegal fund-raising activi-
ties facing the Democrats.

Sullivan told the Senate panel that one of the
primary reasons that he signed off on a speech last year by
Vice President Al Gore at a Buddhist temple was his belief
that the temple was a Buddhist version of a JCC.

Gore’s speech and the money it raised have landed
the vice president in what at best is an embarrassing
situation, DNC fund-raisers face accusations that they
broke numerous election laws.

Sullivan testified Wednesday that he was ‘‘under
the impression that it was a Buddhist-oriented community
center.”’

Answering questions from Sen. Richard Durbin
(D-11L.), Sullivan admitted the event gave him ‘‘pause,”
but said, ““Growing up, I played basketball in a league, and
we played in what was called a Jewish community center
that was sponsored by the Jewish community’’ in Colum-
bia, S.C.

““So that was what I was envisioning.”’

Most JCCs are not categorized as religious institu-
tions, which are banned from political fund-raising activi-
ties. When asked for a comment, the director of Jewish
education at the Jewish Community Centers Association of
North America, said: ‘“We have no strong position on the
campaign finance reform issue.”’

“‘But things have changed’” since Sullivan was
growing up, added Rabbi Mark Charendoff, whose group
serves as the parent body for 285 JCCs in the United States
and Canada.

“If he played now, after a game he could walk
into a class on the Jewish ethical approach of charitable
giving,”” he said, implying that the DNC wouldn’t be in so
much trouble if he had.

Jeffrey Tumer, captain of a basketball team at the
new downtown District of Columbia JCC, said he’s always
looking for new talent, (]
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Hebron violence threatens added
setback to fragile peace process
By Gil Sedan

JERUSALEM (JTA) — When Israel and the
Palestinians finally reached an agreement on Hebron six
months ago, Ariel Sharon said it would not work.

The hard-line Likud Party veteran suggested an
alternative plan that would have left a smaller area in the
West Bank town under Israeli control, but would have
created a wider buffer zone between the Jewish and
Palestinian areas.

Over the past few weeks, Sharon easily could have
said: ““I told you s0.”’

After several months of tense quiet that followed
the Israeli transfer of control of most of the city, Hebron
— where Jews and Palestinians live in close proximity —
has burst into a mini-war.

Almost daily for the past several weeks, Palestinian
protesters hurled rocks, explosive charges and gasoline
bombs at the Jewish enclave. Israeli soldiers responded
with tear gas and rubber bullets across the line dividing the
two communities.

Although Hebron is unique because of its Jewish
and Arab populations, observers see the near-daily violence
there as a sign of what could happen throughout the
territories as the fragile Isracli-Palestinian peace lies all but
shattered.

Analysts are also left wondering whether the
Hebron agreement — and indeed, the entire Israeli-Pales-
tinian peace process — was anything more than a wish set
down in writing, but relegated to the drawer.

Despite reports that cooperation between Israel and
the Palestinians had resumed, there was no sign of it in
Hebron.

Indeed, while Palestinian police were seen attempt-
ing to calm the riots when they erupted last month, the
policemen had vanished from the streets by last week.

In an apparent effort to curb the rioters, Israeli
undercover agents crossed over to the Arab sections to
arrest some of the protesters.

And Jibril Rajoub, the head of Palestinian security
in the West Bank, said over the weekend that any Israeli
undercover agent found operating in Palestinian-controlled
areas would be shot dead.

Mutual recriminations

Palestinians blame the violence on anti-Islamic
provocations by Jewish settlers, as well as on the dead-
locked negotiations.

For its part, the Israeli government maintains that
the Palestinian Authority initiated the riots without reason
and has orchestrated their intensity, turning it up or down
at will,

“They can be put to an end within minutes” by
the Palestinian leadership, said Maj. Gen. Gabi Offir,
commander of Israeli forces in the West Bank.

Indeed, the rioting subsided earlier this week, after
heavy clashes last week left two Israeli soldiers and dozens
of Palestinians injured.

Under the long-awaited agreement signed in
January, some 80 percent of Hebron was transferred to
Palestinian self-rule.

Israel retained control over the area where about
450 Jewish settlers live, as well as over the city’s Jewish
holy sites.

Hebron was the last of the Palestinian cities [srael
relinquished as part of its overall peace accords with the
P_alestinians, but it was the only one with a Jewish commu-

nity.
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With Israeli-Palestinian talks suspended since
March, and no indication that they would resume soon,
Israeli security experts had been warning for weeks that the
territories were on the verge of exploding.

On June 27, a young Israeli woman single-hand-
edly escalated the violence.

Tatyana Suskin, 25, who immigrated from Russia
six years ago, went to Hebron to hang posters depicting the
Muslim prophet Mohammed as a pig stepping on the
Koran, Islam’s holy book.

The posters stirred angry reactions from Hebron to
Tehran, as Muslims throughout the world condemned the
act.

Israeli President Ezer Weizman and Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu also condemned the posters, but
Palestinian leaders chose to ignore both the official con-
demnations as well as the fact that they were the work of
a lone extremist.

Hasan Tahboub, the Palestinian minister of reli-
gion, called for a campaign against ‘‘hateful settlers who
have no respect for human beings.”

Suskin, who was arrested June 28 while throwing
stones at Palestinian cars in Hebron, lives in Jerusalem
with her boyfriend, Yehuda Shomron, also a Russian
immigrant.

Both identify with the outlawed Kach movement of
the late Rabbi Meir Kahane, who advocated the expulsion
of Arabs from Israel and the territories.

Suskin faces charges of committing a racist act,
harming religious sensitivities and supporting a terrorist
group.

She had been arrested by police several times in
the past for minor misdemeanors, such as riding a bus with
a forged monthly ticket, or provoking Muslim guards on
the Temple Mount by wearing a Kach T-shirt.

In Hebron, it seems that Suskin acted alone,
determined to show the city’s Muslims what she thought of
them.

In a short exchange with journalists in court,
Suskin said she did not care about worldwide reactions to
her action.

As Suskin was being charged this week, another
anti-Islamic incident in Hebron threatened the possibility of
what the Arab media were calling a religious war in the
city that is a stronghold of the fundamentalist Hamas
group.

The Al-Yaakubiya girls school was vandalized over
the weekend, and amid the demolished furniture were torn
copies of the Koran.

Israeli soldiers often use part of the Hebron school
as a base of operations, and Rajoub did not hesitate in
declaring that the Israel Defense Force was responsible for
the vandalism. '

Israel vigorously denied Monday that any of its
soldiers were involved in the incident.

What remained unclear was how long the violence
would continue — and how far it would spread. O

Hardly kosher: Pigs stir up border

JERUSALEM (JTA) — A group of wild pigs
moving in bushes nearly caused an international incident
on the Allenby Bridge crossing between the West Bank and
Jordan this week.

Hearing the suspicious movements, Israel closed
the Allenby crossing for a few hours overnight.

Suspecting a terrorist infiltration attempt, the
Jordanian soldiers had opened fire.

No one was hurt.

The Allenby crossing resumed normal operations
on Wednesday. O
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Successful conference spawns
new Orthodox feminist alliance
By Debra Nussbaum Cohen

NEW YORK (JTA) — When more than 1,000
people showed up for a conference on feminism and
Orthodoxy in February, organizers knew that they had
tapped into something powerful.

To further develop the grass-roots movement of
Orthodox feminists, conference organizers are starting a
new organization: the Jewish Orthodox Feminist Alliance.

The alliance will be based in New York and focus
on advocacy and research into issues ranging from
women’s prayer groups to problems in Orthodox divorce.

Directors are planning a second conference in New
York next February, as well as similar meetings in Chicago
and Israel.

*“There’s a lot to do and it needs a standing body,
a professional staff, to do it,”” said Blu Greenberg, the
central organizer of the first conference and a founder of
the new alliance. ““There’s tremendous energy around these
issues now.”’

The alliance is projecting a first-year budget of
$150,000, which its directors anticipate raising largely from
Jewish family foundations. Conference participants donated
about $10,000 after last February’s event.

Among the list of planned projects are a resource
center that will archive materials by and for Orthodox
women.

The alliance will collect new rituals, such as
naming ceremonies for daughters, and new prayers that
have been written to be said after childbirth and on behalf
of agunot, the Orthodox women who are ‘‘chained” to
dead marriages because their husbands won’t give them
divorces.

The Jewish Orthodox Feminist Alliance will also
maintain lists of rabbis doing positive things for Orthodox
women — and of rabbis doing negative things against
them, Greenberg said. She said such a list would be
helpful, for instance, when a woman is looking for a
rabbinic adviser to help guide her through a divorce.

Focusing on domestic violence and divorce
The new group also intends to cooperate with other

organizations focused on issues of domestic violence and
divorce in the Orthodox community, aiding their efforts by
helping them publicize what they do. _

The alliance plans to network with women from
Judaism’s other denominations, which would make it one
of the few Orthodox groups officially engaged in such
dialogue.

“I learn a tremendous amount from women in
other movements,”” said Greenberg. ‘““Many things are
different about us — issues of identification with commu-
nity, of the authority of religious leaders — but we have
many things in common, like commitment to Jewish
survival and the intensity of women wanting to enter more
fully into a religious life.”

Greenberg said part of the organization’s mandate
will be ““bringing Orthadoxy back to its central place’’ as
it focuses on values that have historically been part of the
modern Orthodox endeavor, such as humanism and
endorsing the value of secular, as well as Jewish, education
for women.

News of the group’s creation was not universally
embraced.

Rabbi Raphael Butler, executive vice president of
the Orthodox Union, which represents centrist Orthodox
synagogues and youth groups, said, ‘“The place to address
these issues is through the infrastructure’’ that already
exists.
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“The community is addressing these concemns™
articulated by those forming the new grotip, he said.

“If there are additional issues to be resolved, it
should be through the established organizations.

“The Orthodox community is strong and vital
enough not to have to splinter into additional initiatives to
somehow redefine the center.”

Women would work-through the Orthodox estab-
lishment if they could, said one alliance board member.

“The O.U. and other Orthodox Jewish organiza-
tions have been too slow to respond and too slow to
allocate significant resources to the issues important to
Orthodox Jewish women,’’ said Susan Aranoff, the director
of the New York-based Agunah Inc. and a board member
of the new organization.

**We may be able to work together with existing
organizations on the issues,’”’ she said, but ““Orthodox
women are not sufficiently empowered in the existing
infrastructure.” O

Answering parents’ plea, court
orders transfer of Arab suspect
By Naomi Segal

JERUSALEM (JTA) — Israel’s High Court of
Justice has ordered the justice minister to seek the arrest
and transfer of a Palestinian terrorist suspected of murder-
ing an Israeli student.

The court gave Justice Minister Tzachi Hanegbi
120 days to act on the order.

In May 1996, David Boim was killed in an attack
near the settlement of Beit El.

His parents filed the petition, stating that the
Justice Ministry had not done anything to demand the
arrest and hand-over of the Palestinian, Amjad Hanawi,
who is belicved to be in the Palestinian autonomous areas.

Boim’s father, Stanley, said the family acted
because the government had not moved on the matter.

Since his son, an Israeli citizen, was killed in
territory administered under the responsibility of the State
of Israel, ‘‘the murderer should be brought to justice in a
court of justice in Israel,”” he told Israel Radio.

Under the Oslo accords with the Palestinians, Israel
can request the hand-over of suspected terrorists involved
in attacks on Israelis.

The Palestinian Authority must respond to the
requests. However, a hand-over can be delayed if the
suspect has been convicted and sentenced in the Palestinian
court system.

So far, the Palestinian Authority has rejected — or
not responded to — other Israeli requests for the transfer
of suspects. .

New Palestinian investments?
By Naomi Segal

JERUSALEM (JTA) — Palestinian Authority
officials reportedly are exploring the possibility of invest-
ing in the Tel Aviv stock market.

According to the Israeli daily Ha’aretz, officials
have already contacted Israeli brokerage houses, secking an
initial investment of approximately $17 million. It was
unclear whether the investors represented Palestinian
Authority officials or business interests in the territories.

Either way, sources involved in the contacts
between the authority and the firms said that all relevant
authorities had approved the investments.

Several months ago, Ha’aretz reported that the
Palestinian Authority maintained an account in a Tel Aviv
bank, where funds channeled by Israel to the self-rule
authority under the economic accords were deposited. U




