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80th Anniversary Year

® The U.S. Supreme Court agreed to
consider reversing its 12-year-old deci-
sion barring public school teachers from
offering federally funded remedial clas-
ses at parochial schools. Jewish groups
remain split over the church-state case,
which will affect thousands of lew-income
Jewish students eligible for remedial in-
struction at yeshivas in the New York area.

® The Anti-Defamation League asked
Swiss citizens to contribute to a fund it
created to assist a security guard wha
rescued documents from the shredder
at the Union Bank of Switzerland. An
investigation is under way to determine
whether the documents were related to the
ongoing search for Jewish assets that were
deposited in Swiss banks in the wartime
years.

B Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu warned of a severe response
by the Jewish state should the Pales-
tinians make a unilateral declaration of
an independent state in the self-rule
areas. Netanyahu's remarks came a day
after Palestinian Authority leader Yasser
Arafat received a triumphant welcome in
Hebron, 80 percent of which is now under
seif-rule. [Page 1]

® The Israeli government approved the
construction of 60 housing units in
Ma'aleh Ephraim, a Jewish settlement
in the Jordan Valley.

®m An [ltalian court ruled that former
Nazi SS Capt. Erich Priebke, 83, must
remain in a Rome military jail while he
awaits retrial for war crimes. Priebke
will be retried in connection with the 1944
massacre of 335 men and boys in the
Ardeatine Caves outside Rome. About 75 of
the massacre victims were Jews.

® Nazi hunters for the Simon Wiesen-
thal Center said they wanted an inves-
tigation into allegations that Argentina
gave thousands of blank passports to
Nazis fleeing Europe at the end of
World War il. The center asked Argentine
officials to look into declarations made by
the lawyer for Erich Priebke, the former
Nazi SS officer who was extradited from
Argentina and is facing trial in Rome for
war crimes.

NEWS ANALYSIS
Ambiguity in Hebron accord
likely to bring new tensions
By David Landau '

JERUSALEM (JTA) — The Hebron agreement is a done deal, but
storm clouds are already gathering, threatening to make the achievement
short-lived.

As part of the accord reached last week, the two sides agreed to a
series of further Israeli redeployments in rural areas of the West Bank.

But the amount of land Israel would cede to the Palestinians during
the next 18 months was left vague and is already in dispute.

Another contentious subject is Palestinian statehood, an issue slated
for the final-status talks, which are scheduled to resume in the spring.

A unilateral Palestinian declaration of statehood prior to those
discussions could put relations between the two sides into disarray.

A third storm brewing is the Israeli-Syrian track.

Negotiations between Jerusalem and Damascus remain on hold, and
despite pronouncements from both sides of a desire to resume the talks,
practical difficulties loom large.

The Israeli-Palestinian track, though moving forward again after
months of frustrating impasse, is littered with potentially dangerous obstacles.

Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu reiterated Monday, in a lengthy
interview with Israel Radio, that Israel has the unilateral right in the Hebron
agreement to determine its security needs — and therefore to determine the
extent of the further redeployments in the West Bank.

The 1995 Interim Agreement, from which the Hebron accord evolved,
states that Israecl would redeploy to ““specified military locations’” during the
further redeployments.

Israel defines these locations as occupying a larger area of the West
Bank than envisioned by Palestinian officials, and as a result, Israel may
transfer less of the rural West Bank than the other side expects.

Netanyahu noted in the interview that Israel’s interpretation is
unlikely to be accepted by the Palestinians. :

But he insisted that the United States has agreed to it.

Israeli officials point to a passage from the U.S. letter of assurance
to Israel that was part of the Hebron agreement,

U.S. Secretary of State Warren Christopher states in the letter, I
have advised Chairman [Yasser] Arafat of U.S. views on Israel’s process of
redeploying its forces, designating specified military locations and transferring
additional powers and responsibilities to the Palestinians.”

The Palestinians, in turn, point to a later passage in the same letter
in which the outgeing secretary of state reiterates ““our position that Israel is
entitled to secure and defensible borders, which should be directly negotiated
and agreed with its neighbors.”’

To the Palestinians, this means that Israel must negotiate the extent
of the further redeployments, not determine them unilaterally.

But in the Israeli view, the negotiations referred to in that passage
concern the permanent-status talks that will determine final borders, not the
further redeployments.

Significantly, neither the United States nor the Palestinians have
published the parallel letter of assurance that Christopher sent to Arafat as
part of the Hebron package.

Triumphant arrival in Hebron

If Israel holds firm in determining the extent of the further redeploy-
ments unilaterally, the Palestinians may take a similar approach to statehood.

On Sunday, Arafat arrived triumphantly in Hebron two days after
Israel turned over 80 percent of the town to Palestinian self-rule. Israeli
troops remain in the 20 percent where some 500 Jewish settlers, as well as
20,000 Palestinians, reside.

In his address to thousands of supporters, Arafat pronounced the
ancient city ‘‘liberated” after nearly three decades of Israeli rule, and he
spoke with confidence of his assurances both from the United States and the
European Union that the peace process would proceed satisfactorily.

But during the speech, Arafat said his next goals are to gain control
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of 70 percent of the West Bank and to establish a Palestin-
ian state with eastern Jerusalem as its capital.

A day later, Netanyahu wamed grimly that Israel
would react with the utmost sertousness if the Palestinians
unilaterally declared their independence in defiance of the
negotiating framework set out in the Israeli-Palestinian
accords. ‘I am opposed to an independent Palestinian
state,”’ Netanyahu told reporters. ‘“What we will propose
is broad self-rule, but without sovereign powers which
could be harmful to Israeli security.”

The issue of statehood aside, Netanyahu praised
Arafat for the relatively moderate tone of his speech.

Israel has handed over seven West Bank cities to
the Palestinians, the premier said to reporters after address-
ing the Knesset Foreign Affairs and Defense Committee.

Each time, he said, Arafat’s victory speech had
been a catalog of inflammatory and provocative declara-
tions. But Arafat’s speech in Hebron was different, Netan-
yahu said, adding, “‘I hope this marks a change for the
future.””

Arafat, for his part, told reporters Sunday night that
now that the Hebron agreement had been reached, he could
regard Netanyahu as his “‘friend”’ and partner in peace-
making. It was unaccustomed camaraderie indeed for the
two leaders, who struggled bitterly over the Hebron accord
for many months.

Arafat’s speech stood in stark contrast to the
remarks made a day earlier by his security chief, Jibril
Rajoub, who described the Jewish settlers in Hebron as
stones around the Palestinians’ neck that should be dis-
carded. Israeli officials described Rajoub’s comments as
incitement, and demanded a moderating Palestinian
statement, which was given in Arafat’s speech.

“We welcome the more positive tone. This is a
better direction,”” Netanyahu said.

By Monday, Rajoub himself had adopted a more
conciliatory tone, saying that he would attempt to make
Hebron a safe city for all, including the settlers.

Reports of a secret letter
Regarding the Syrian peace track, Netanyahu

preferred not to comment Monday on an exclusive report
published in the Israeli daily Ha’aretz that Christopher had
sent a secret letter in September to Netanyahu stating that
any understandings reached in the negotiations between
Syria and the government of Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin
were not internationally binding.

Syria has maintained that the negotiations, which
were broken off last March, can only resume on the basis
of understandings reached with the previous Israeli govern-
ment.

These understandings, according to veteran
Ha'aretz correspondent Ze’ev Schiff, called for some
demilitarization on the Israeli side of the border and a
deeper demilitarization on Syria’s side.

Syria has maintained that the unwritten understand-
ings also included an TIsraeli willingness to withdraw from
the Golan Heights in exchange for peace with Damascus.

Netanyahu was silent Monday regarding the
Ha’aretz report, but he has repeatedly stated his unwilling-
ness to hand over the Golan.

And while he maintains that both sides can come
to the table and put forward their contrary stands, Damas-
cus is insisting that the land-for-peace principle was
established under Rabin and continues to bind both sides.

American sources, among them Ambassador to
Israel Martin Indyk, have indicated that the first focus of
Washington’s efforts in the region under Secretary of State-
designate Madeleine Albright will be to restart the Israeli-
Syrian negotiations.

But given the huge disparities reflected in the

public statements emanating from Jerusalem and Damascus,
it is hard to see just where Albright and her aides will
begin. (1

Masses for Ustashe leader
leave Croatia’'s Jews uneasy
By Viasta Kovac

ZAGREB, Croatia (JTA) — Several recent events
here have given the Croatian Jewish community reason to
be uneasy.

In what hit the community as a particularly sharp
blow, two Catholic churches — one in the coastal city of
Split, one here in the Croatian capital — celebrated Mass
on Dec. 28 in memory of the late president of the Ustashe
regime. Under that regime, homegrown fascists ruled
wartime Croatia as a Nazi puppet state.

In addition, in recent months, the nationalism of
Croatian President Franjo Tudjman has raised concerns
among the Jewish community here about efforts to rehabili-
tate the Ustashe regime.

Tudjman drew fire last year by declaring that he
wanted to rebury the bones of Croatian fascists at a
Yugoslav-built memorial to the thousands of Jews and
Serbs slaughtered at the Ustashe’s Jasenovac concentration
camp. The services honoring Ante Pavelic only heightened
Jewish concerns.

Croatia had 25,000 Jews before World War II,
most of them prosperous and largely assimilated. Some
20,000 were killed by the Nazis or the Ustashe regime.

Organized by two right-wing political parties, the
Mass in Zagreb was a standing-room-only event.

~ The Dominican friar who led the service spoke of
the political merits of the Croatian fascist leader.

He made no mention of the thousands murdered at
Jasenovac.

The 2,000 members of Croatia’s Jewish community
could take some consolation, however, in the outrage
voiced in the nation’s press. The daily Vjesnik called the
services for Pavelic an act of ‘‘political blindness’’ by
people who had forgotten the ‘‘principles on which the
world order has been based after the Second World War.”

Another newspaper, Novi List, said the Ustashe
regime was the ‘‘project of a terrorist state, which from its
very beginning outlawed many groups of its citizens.”’

““Today, because of very transparent interests,
horrible lies are being told about this period,”” the newspa-
per also said.

But some newspapers here have recently published
articles that left the nation’s Jews uneasy.

Several newspapers, for instance, ran pieces
accusing famed Nazi-hunter Simon Wiesenthal of conduct-
ing a witch hunt because he sent letters to the Croatian
authorities protesting the publication of the *“Protocols of
the Elders of Zion®’ last autumn in Croatia.

For months, the notorious anti-Semitic tract has
been on the Croatian bestseller lists.

The Jewish community has not sought a ban on the
book out of concern that it would be viewed as seeking to
undermine the freedom of the press.

The publisher of the ‘‘Protocols’ recently wrote a
lengthy anti-Semitic article in a weekly newspaper accusing
both Wiesenthal and Croatia’s Jews of hypocrisy.

The article also attacked what it described as the
criminal behavior of the Jews in the Jasenovac concentra-
tion camp. In a related incident, the official paper of the
Croatian Writer’s Association, Hrvatsko Slovo, ran an
article accusing the country’s Jews of ingratitude toward
those Croatians who tried to help them during World War
II. The paper also described Wiesenthal as being obsessed
by a maniacal hatred of Croatia. ]
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BEHIND THE HEADLINES

Jewish Democrats celebrate,
work, learn at inaugural fetes
By Matthew Dorf

WASHINGTON (JTA) — Two parts celebration,
two parts work and one part learning came together this
week as Jewish Democrats prepared to walk with President
Clinton across the bridge to the 21st century.

From gala parties with lavish spreads for the big
givers to free events on the National Mall, visitors and
Washington residents alike transformed the nation’s capital
into one big party.

Braving subfreezing temperatures, many activists
began their celebrations at a reception honoring Jewish
members of the Clinton team.

Dignitaries from Secretary of Agriculture Dan
Glickman to Ambassador Stuart Eizenstat gathered at the
newly renovated District of Columbia Jewish Community
Center to kick off their inaugural bash,

Even as guests focused on Clinton’s second term,
current events and the 1998 elections crept to the fore as
more than 350 activists noshed on lox and kugel.

“Welcome to Super Sunday,”” David Hermelin
said jokingly. He is a senior member of the Clinton-Gore
Jewish Leadership Council, which sponsored the gathering.

““All I want to say is separate checks,” he contin-
ued, in a reference to maximizing giving under campaign
finance laws.

The breakfast party included many calls for
continued activism.

Glickman asked ‘‘every organization, every Jewish
organization to take another step forward to outreach to
Jews.””

This prompted Dr. Ruth Westheimer to take the
microphone.

“When you talk about outreach, I want every
person here who’s not married, never been married or
divorced to find someone and let me know, OK?”’

Only some of the guests followed the famed sex
therapist’s next call to hug the people next to them.

‘Close last sad chapter of WWII’

On a more serious note, National Security Adviser
Sandy Berger turned to recent developments in the Middle
East.

‘“We meet today for a second inaugural having had
four of the most productive years in the history of the
U.S.-Israel relationship.”

Berger called last week’s agreement to transfer
most of Hebron to Palestinian self-rule “‘a very significant
and important step forward in the peace process.”’

Berger hailed the Jewish Democrats for supporting
Clinton.

““This group knows that it played a very big role
in the successful re-election of the president,”” he said.

In another impromptu briefing, Eizenstat, assigned
by the president to work on restitution of Jewish property,
told the gathering, ‘““We’re going to continue to focus the
spotlight’” on restitution issues to ““close the last sad
chapter of World War II in a way that this community and
the American population will be proud of this administra-
tion.”

When the partying was done, many of the hosts
turned to the business of informally raising money for the
1998 congressional campaign.

““1 started raising money for 1998 the day after the
election,”’ said Monte Friedkin, national chairman of the
National Jewish Democratic Council and a leader in
recruiting support for the Clinton-Gore campaign.

This prompted Stan Chesley, another Jewish leader

for Clinton-Gore, to add, “‘If we rest, we should be
ashamed of ourselves. There are too many issues for Jews
in America.”

Across town, activists from the American Israel
Public Affairs Committee, the pro-Israel lobby, gathered to
honor members of Congress. ‘

True to the form of its bipartisan roots, AIPAC
invited Rep. Steven Schiff (R-N.M.) to address the crowd.

In a word of caution and a reminder to the Demo-
cratic faithful gathered for the celebrations, Schiff said,
““Let’s make sure we keep it bipartisan after these festivi-
ties,”’

The AIPAC gathering also included one of the first
stops for its former president and chairman of the board,
Steve Grossman, who was tapped last week to be the
national chairman of the Democratic National Committee.

Senators and members of the House gathered at the
informal reception to mingle with AIPAC activists.

The mood was all celebratory as Sen. Joseph
Lieberman (D-Conn.) said, ‘*“We’ve got a lot to celebrate.”’

Much of the conversation there focused on the
celebrations.

Freshman Rep. Brad Sherman (D-Calif), still
adjusting to the single-degree freeze in the capital, said
Jokingly in an interview that his first move in Congress
would be to move the inauguration to his home district in
Southern California.

With the flesh-pressing over and the big givers and
party activists boarding buses to the inaugural gala at the
U.S. Air Arena, the free festivities opened to all swelled on
the Mall.

The U.S. Holocaust Memorial Museum hosted a
series of lectures on ‘“Visions of the 21st Century’ as part
of the inauguration’s ‘“American Journey.”

Before a standing-room only crowd, Nobel laureate
Elie Wiesel drew a standing ovation for his call for
remembrance as the world nears the end of the 20th
century.

‘We must try to answer’

““Our children are so special, because they are our
heirs,”” Wiesel said.

“They question us,”” he said. ‘“We must try to
answer them.”” How we respond is of the highest impor-
tance because ‘‘what we say to them” is how “‘they will
answer their children,”” Wiesel added.

**As we enter the 21st century,”” Wiesel said, ‘‘we
know that no one will ever be alone,”’ as the Jews were
during the Holocaust. He added, ‘“Remember. If we
remember, the future, the next century”” will “‘advance an
extraordinary measure of hope.”’

As a founder of the museum, Wiesel said he was
“‘especially proud” that the site was used for the inangural
festivities.

*“The fact that the president has chosen this place
to offer an intellectual constellation honors the place and
the president,”” he said. It makes sense to speak of the
next century in this place.”

The Middle East found its way into the Holocaust
Museum as well, as dozens of well-wishers offered U.S.
Special Middle East Coordinator Dennis Ross ‘‘mazel
tov,”” “‘yasher koach’” and flashed him the ‘‘thumbs up”’
for his work negotiating the Hebron agreement.

“I'm here because of what it represents,” said
Ross, who came to the museum with his family. ‘‘Elie
Wiesel is a hero of mine,’” he said in a brief interview, as
another member of the audience called out congratulations.

It was then once again time for celebrations as
hundreds of Jewish Democrats and leaders of Jewish
organizations fanned out across Washington to dance the
night away at one of the 14 inaugural balls. U
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Magen David leads one to ask:
Will peace guide the planets?
By Debra Nussbaum Cohen

NEW YORK (JTA) — Who knew that a Magen
David in the sky would usher in the Age of Aquarius?

Several pianets — Jupiter, Uranus, Neptune, Saturn
and Pluto — will be in rare alignment, and be joined by
the sun, with the full moon opposite them all, to form the
astral equivalent of a Jewish star on Jan. 23, which is also
the Jewish ho ‘day of Tu B’Shevat.

On tha ay, people around the world — from New
York to the Pyramids in Egypt to a Mayan temple in
Palenque, Mexico — will join together to worship what is
being called the ‘‘Jerusalem Star of David Synchronicity.”

The event is being organized by a group calling
itself The GaiaMind Project, which is suggesting that at
12:30 p.m. EST that day people all over the world pray or
meditate ‘“‘or do whatever brings them closer to the
divine.”

The project, created for the sole purpose of
spreading awareness of this pastoral alignment, wants
people to contemplate for five minutes the ‘‘miraculous

“value’’ of the “*perfectly symmetrical mandala’ formed by
the heavenly bodies.

Then participants should “‘envision light together
for one minute in unison,”’ say the project’s Mill Valley,
Calif.-based founders.

According to a statement from project founders
Juliana Balistreri and Jim Fournier, ‘‘Perhaps by envision-
ing how everything, including that which seems most
wrong to us, might be part of the ebb and flow of an
evolutionary process, we may accelerate the awakening of
global consciousness.’’

In a telephone interview, Balistreri described her
group as an ‘‘international, transdemoninational’’ effort.
She said her group was ‘“‘a lightning rod for New-Age
thinking.”’

A page on the project’s Web site
(www.gaiamind.com) details the importance of the Star of
David shape in a few different religious traditions. It also
translates into New Age groovy-speak the meaning of the
Hebrew words ‘‘Magen David,”” which mean ‘‘shield of
David.”

The Magen David “‘represents the dispensation of
ongoing manifestation.”

““In other words, the double triangle represents the
one way pouring itself out into the next dimension just like
the way a seed pours itself out until it becomes a fruit.
This is the sacred process and the sacred path.” O

Anti-Semitic remark follows
official's bid to arm Cossacks
By Lev Krichevsky

MOSCOW (JTA) — A proposal by one of Russia’s
top national security officials to allow the Cossacks of
southern Russia to carry arms has caused alarm among
politicians and human rights activists.

The comment also prompted an anti-Semitic
remark by a member of the Russian Parliament.

_ Boris Berezovsky, deputy secretary of the Security
Council, last week told a congress of Cossack leaders in
southern Russia that Cossacks on the borders of Chechnya
should be allowed to carry arms to defend themselves
against insurgents from the breakaway Russian republic.

Berezovsky, a tycoon-turned-politician who is
Jewish, has had a key role in negotiations with Chechnya.
He is considered a staunch advocate of the interests of
ethnic Russians in the region.

Berezovsky had Israeli citizenship until late Jast

year, when he renounced it after Russian newspapers
reported that he had dual nationality.

For centuries of Russian history, Cossacks have
been notorious for their anti-Semitism.

According to recent human rights reports, Cossacks
regularly persecute non-Russians, such as Armenians and
Chechens, living in southern Russia.

Cossacks— a Slavic subethnic group that tradition-
ally lives in southern Russia as well as in the Volga region,
Siberia and the Urals — served as border defenders during
czarist times.

In recent years, Cossacks started playing an
increasing political role in the areas where they live.

Human rights activists sharply criticized
Berezovsky’s proposal.

One said that allowing Cossacks to carry weapons
may lead to civil war in Russia.

Some members of the lower house of Parliament
found it ironic that Cossacks, who participated in numerous
acts of anti-Semitic viclence in the last four centuries, were
now seeking permission to carry arms from an official of
Jewish origin.

Sergei Baburin, a non-Communist leftist politician
who is one of the lower house’s most influential members,
was quoted as saying, ‘“Who would have thought that the
Cossacks would come to that? Their ancestors must be
turning in their graves.” 1

Canada to proceed with trials
for accused Nazi war criminals
By Bill Gladstone

TORONTO (JTA) — A Canadian federal appeals
court has ordered the resumption of legal proceedings
against three accused war criminals from World War IL.

The court, which overturned a decision from July,
said last week that a request by a Justice Department
official to a federal judge to speed up the pace of hearings
was not a serious breach of judicial independence.

The three men, all southem Ontario residents, now
face continued efforts by Canada to denaturalize and deport
them.

They are accused of lying about their wartime pasts
to gain entry into Canada.

Canadian Jewish leaders, who have in the past
criticized Canada’s trecord on war crimes prosecutions,
applauded the court’s Jan. 14 decision.

The federal court “made a decision which will
help ensure that people allegedly involved in mass murder
won’t walk free solely on the basis of government efforts
to expedite hearing dates,” said Irving Abella, head of the
war crimes committee of the Canadian Jewish Congress.

Lyle Smordin, president of B’nai Brith Canada,
said in a statement that his group was ‘‘extremely pleased’’
with the ruling.

““The courts must balance the enormity of these
heinous crimes versus a minor transgression by judicial
officials.”’

Johann Dueck, 76, a retired mechanic, is accused
of taking part in the killing of Jews and other civilians as
a member of the Selidovka district police in German-
occupied Ukraine from 1941 to 1943.

Helmut Oberlander, 72, is accused of having been
a member of a commando unit that massacred hundreds of
thousands of Jews in Ukraine and Crimea after the German
army’s advance into the southern Soviet Union in the
summer and fall of 1941.

Erichs Tobiass, 84, is accused of participating in
the execution of civilians in Latvia from 1941 to 1943 as
a member of the Latvian security police, an SS auxiliary
unit responsible for the deaths of 30,000 Latvian Jews. []




