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80th Anniversary Year

®m Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
and Palestinian Authority leader Yasser
Arafat met at the Erez Crossing to
hammer out the final details of a Heb-

ron agreement.

m Steve Grossman, chairman of the
American Israel Public Affairs Commit-
tee, will resign that pest to hecome
national chairman of the Democratic
National Committee. |[Page 1]

® A 60-year-old Jewish man was killed
by a Palestinian youth in Jerusalem’s
Ramat Sharet neighborhood, Israeli
media reported. [Page 4]

® The mayor of Jerusalem went on
trial insisting he was innocent of
charges that he was involved in an
illegal campaign contribution scheme
years ago. Prosecutors allege that Ehud
Dlmert took part in the scam in 1988,
when he was Likud Party treasurer.

¥ A federal appeals court ruled that
the addition of Santa Claus, Frosty the
Snowman and other items to displays
of the Nativity and a menorah on gov-
ernment property in Jersey City, N.J.,
“impermissibly endorsed religion.”

® The Reform movement's Union of
American Hebrew Congregations Press
published a manual on creating pro-
grams for gay and leshian congregants.
The book also provides guidance for educat:
ing lay leaders and other temple members,
and other resource materials.

m Historians, politicians, artists and
Jewish leaders gathered in Berlin for
one of three public debates on the
national Holocaust memorial. German
Chanceilor Helmut Kohl had earlier rejected
one memorial as bombastic. Officials hope
to choose a new, presumably scaled-down
memorial by summer.

m Israel’'s health minister said he was
forced to sign dismissal slips for some
500 immigrant doctors because the
Treasury failed to respond to his re-
quests to find funding to employ them.
Absorption Minister Yuli Edelstein hlasted
the move and sent a sharp letter to the
prime minister protesting it.

BEHIND THE HEADLINES
AIPAC chairman comes full circle

as he moves to Democratic Party post
By Matthew Dorf

WASHINGTON (JTA) — Steve Grossman shed his official
Democratic posts in 1992 when members of the American Israel Public
Affairs Committee elected him as their president.

Now, Grassman has come full circle, resigning his AIPAC affiliations
to become the next national chairman of the Democratic National Committee.

President Clinton this week tapped the Newton, Mass., businessman
and longtime Boston Jewish activist to help take the Democratic Party into
the next century.

After next week’s vote by the party’s membership — considered a
mere formality — Grossman will assume the day-to-day operations of the
DNC. Colorado Gov. Roy Romer will serve as its general chairman.

Grossman said he was resigning his position as chairman of the board
at AIPAC, the pre-eminent pro-Israel lobby, because ‘“AIPAC is a
non-partisan organization with bipartisan leaders. It would not be appropriate
for the chair of AIPAC to also serve as the chair of a national party.”’

““One part of my life will always be dedicated to grass-roots activism
in the Jewish community,”’ Grossman said in a telephone interview Tuesday
from his Boston-area office in between television interviews.

“My commitment to strengthening the U.S.-Israel relationship is
unwavering.”’ :

AIPAC officials said Mayer Mitchell, a former AIPAC chairman,
would resume that position to replace Grossman.

For Grossman, the new post will pose an immediate challenge.

Grossman will take over operations at the DNC as an ethical cloud
hangs over the party. e

Revelations about illegal campaign contributions and million of
dollars in returned contributions have plagued the party since the November
election. :

The Justice Department is weighing an investigation into the matter.

Grossman said he and Romer plan to tackle the issue head-on.

“While it’s too early to get terribly specific, we plan to acknowledge
that mistakes were made and put in place a very stringent system of rules and
guidelines’ to prevent any future problems, he said.

““We will also make clear to our fund-raisers, contributors and to the
American people that we will not make the mistakes of the past.”

Part of this will be accomplished through campaign-finance reform,
which Grossman termed ‘‘a major agenda item for us.”

The push for such reform conflicts with the view of some in the
Jewish community who fear that a change in the system would reduce Jewish
influence.

Grossman, whose wife and two young children will remain in the
Boston area, plans to spend a great deal of time in Washington as well as
Boston.

He will continue to run the family-owned business, Massachusetts
Envelope.

Grossman served as chairman of the Massachusetts Democratic Party
from 1990 until he assumed the AIPAC presidency in 1992.

After his term as AIPAC president ended last year, Grossman became
chairman of the AIPAC board.

Self-described ‘genetic Democrat’
Grossman helped found the National Jewish Democratic Council and

is an honorary national vice chairman of the United Jewish Appeal and a
former campaign chairman of the Combined Jewish Philanthropies of Greater
Boston.

Grossman’s friends and business associates lined up to praise the
50-year-old, self-described ‘‘genetic Democrat.”’

““Steve has the ability to right the ship,”’ said Michael Brown, the son
of Ronald Brown, the former DNC chairman and Cabinet secretary who was
killed in an airplane crash last year. :

Grossman’s decision to back the elder Brown’s candidacy to head the
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party going into the 1992 election has won him praise from
the Brown family.

“I remember how proud I was of Steve and the
Jewish community when they stepped up behind my
father,”” Brown said. ‘‘You always hear of tensions
between black people and Jewish people. My father and
Steve were able to knock these down.”’

U.S. Rep. Barney Frank (D-Mass.) said he was
““delighted’” that Clinton chose “‘such a superb man. He’s
just excellent.”’

‘‘Steve is a successful businessman who under-
stands the important role for the public sector,” he said.

Frank predicted that Grossman would be able to
tackle the fund-raising problems plaguing the party. ‘‘Now
that the problem has been bought to his attention, it won’t
be repeated.’’ He also hailed the appointment because, he
said, ‘“it’s important to have someone who is such a strong
advocate for the U.S.-Israel relationship.’’

Clinton chose Grossman in part for his manage-
ment experience and his time spent as the head of the
Massachusetts Democratic Party.

“*Steve is a businessman with a real good con-
science,”’ said Ann Lewis, deputy director of communica-
tions at the White House.

Lewis, also a Massachusetts native and Frank’s
sister, added, ‘*We are fortunate to have someone who has
such a global view of the world and understands that the
United States is a world leader.”

In Boston, Jewish activists were unanimous in their
praise of Grossman, whose family was recently honored
when a street was renamed ‘‘Grossman Way’’ in their
honor.

Joel Sherman, a past chairman of the board of the
Combined Jewish Philanthropies of Greater Boston and a
local attorney, said that Grossman is ‘‘an exceptional
mensch.”’

‘‘Steve has such a commitment to the Democratic
Party’s ideals and what it stands for. The DNC is ex-
tremely fortunate to have chosen someone of Steve’s
integrity,’”’ said Sherman, an attorney and fellow congre-
gant at Newton’s Temple Emanuel.

“‘Steve understands the human element. He comes
to this job not as a Jew, but as a deeply committed Jew.”’

Another of Grossman’s friends, Leonard Fein, said
the choice is nothing but good for Jewish interests.

“It clearly does not hurt Jewish interests to have a
person so closely identified with those interests in this
position,’’ said Fein, the former editor of Moment maga-
zine who now serves as director of social action at the
Reform movement’s Union of American Hebrew Congre-
gations.

For its part, AIPAC said in a congratulatory
statement: ‘““AIPAC has long seen up close Steve's integ-
rity, fairness, extraordinary intellect and the commitment he
brings to everything he does.” (!

BEHIND THE HEADLINES
Tranquility in Hebron masks
potential for renewed violence
By Gil Sedan

HEBRON, West Bank (JTA) — A deceptive calm
descended on the streets of Hebron this week as Israeli and
Palestinian negotiators were meeting in Jerusalem to put
the final touches on an agreement to transfer most of
Hebron to self-rule.

‘“We need peace, because peace brings stability,”
said Tawfik Abu-Afifeh, a Palestinian who owns a shop
abutting the Jewish Quarter here. ““We have lived here in
peace with the Jews, we can do it even today.”’

But, in a comment reflecting the deep tensions in

i,

DAILY NEWS BULLETIN

Hebron, Abu-Afifeh added: “‘If the Jews get out of here,
so much the better.”

How Hebron’s 130,000 Arabs and 500 Jewish
residents will coexist after Israeli troops redeploy from
most of this West Bank town is not clear.

The question of coexistence is particularly acute in
the Jewish Quarter, where some 30,000 Palestinians live,
and where Israeli security forces will retain control.

““My residence lies within the Palestinian Authority
territory,”’ said Mohammed Karam, ‘‘but my shop will be
under Jewish control.”’

Karam wondered whether he would need a visa to
get to his shop in the market in the Jewish Quarter. He will
not, but he may have to pass through a security checkpoint
or two.

Many Palestinians, as well as Jews, seemed
resigned to the inevitability of a Hebron accord, but fear
that the new arrangements will not work because they
doubt coexistence is possible.

**There is no coexistence with people like Rabbi
Moshe Levinger,” said Jamal Abu-Rayan, an Arab vendor
in the market, referring to one of the founders of the
current Jewish community in Hebron.

Warnings of renewed confrontation
The Jewish residents, who re-established the

historic Jewish community here shortly after the 1967 Six-
Day War, are no less adamant.

On Betar House, dominating the Jewish Quarter of
Hebron, a huge sign states: ‘“This market was built on
Jewish property, stolen by Arabs, after the 1929 massa-
cre.”’

Warmnings of a renewed confrontation are not
difficult to find. “‘If things deteriorate into a new war, it
will not be our fault,”” said Noam Armon, the spokesman
of the Jewish residents in Hebron. ‘‘It will be because of
the terrorists who are out to get vs.”

The terrorists, according to Arnon, are not neces-
sarily members of Hamas or Islamic Jihad, but rather the
armed Palestinian police officers who will be deployed in
the town once the agreement goes into effect.

Levinger himself prefers to keep quiet these days.

““I have retired,”” he said. ‘“There are others who
should do the talking.”’

But the controversial rabbi who settled in Hebron
about 29 vears ago voiced confidence that the Jewish
community would persevere. ‘‘Even if there are obstacles,
in the long run we shall win the day.”

The potential of violence is always present.

Palestinian and Jewish extremists alike have sought
to jeopardize the Hebron agreement.

Two weeks ago, an Israeli soldier opened fire in
the market, wounding seven Palestinians. Firebombs
thrown by Arabs at Jewish targets have occurred fre-
quently.

Meanwhile, the most recent newcomers to Hebron
— foreign journalists — appeared this week to be eager to
see an agreement concluded.

Two months ago, the major American television
networks rented rooftops near the Jewish Quarter for some
$2,000 to $3,000 per month to be well-positioned when a
redeployment is implemented.

Their crews and other journalists have remained in
Hebron around the clock, as expectations rose on an almost
weekly basis for more than three months that a signing
ceremony was imminent.

““Our office is considering opening a regular office
in Hebron, so that our stay here will be permanent,”” said
Awwad Awwad, a cameraman for Agence France-Presse.
““Even if an agreement is signed, the situation on the
ground will be difficult, very difficult.” O
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Evolving Hebron deal marks
policy shifts for Netanyahu
By David Landau

JERUSALEM (JTA) — Beyond the fine print and
lawyerly arguments of the evolving Hebron agreement, a
new reality is emerging, with potentially major conse-
quences for Israeli politics.

The Likud-led coalition is on the verge of a sea
change in its approach to the Palestinians.

It not only is about to undertake a traumatic
transfer of land — most of Hebron.

Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu also has
committed his government to further withdrawals over the
next 18 months from more areas of the West Bank that are
dear to the national camp, the conservative and religious
parties that make up the governing coalition.

The division between Likud and Labor over the
peace process with the Palestinians has become one of
degree. Before, the two main parties were divided on
whether to transfer West Bank lands to the Palestinians,
Now they are split on when and how much land to cede.

The shift from the realm of ideology to that of
pragmatism may increase the prospects of a national unity
government as the peace process proceeds and as the prime
minister finds it harder to keep his coalition united and
supportive.

The leaders of the Yesha Council, the main settler
movement, were doing their utmost this week to foil
Netanyahu’s efforts to ensure a Cabinet majority for the
emerging agreement. ‘“This is the time, in the words of the
Book of Esther for ‘the Jews to gather themselves together
and to stand for their life,’ >> Hebron settler leader Noam
Arnon said somberly.

The eleventh-hour tactics of the disillusioned and
apprehensive Hebron settlers were not to take their battle
onto the streets of the tension-filled city, but to confine
themselves to intensive, anguished lobbying in Jerusalem.

The timetable from signing an agreement to a
Cabinet vote was not clear.

Likely to be major embarrassment

Although Netanyahu appeared set to win a majority
of Cabinet support for the Hebron agreement, the size of
the dissenting group of ministers was likely to be a major
embarrassment. Seven of his 18 ministers have already
declared that they would vote against the agreement,
including Likud stalwarts Science Minister Ze’ev ‘‘Benny”’
Begin and Infrastructure Minister Ariel Sharon.

Also among the opponents were the two ministers
from the National Religious Party, whose nine Knesset
seats are pivotal for the continued existence of the
Netanyahu government. But even within the NRP, fissures
were beginning to appear. The hard-line party faction
chairman, Knesset member Hanan Porat, was demanding
that the Netanyahu government be toppled.

But cooler voices, among them Education Minister
Zevulun Hammer, know that Netanyahu would then turn to
Labor’s Shimon Peres with an offer of a unity government.
To avoid this, Hammer seemed to be willing to swallow
the move toward pragmatism. ‘‘Historic decisions lie
ahead,” he said. ““We want to be part of shaping them.”

The breakthrough in the long-deadlocked negotia-
tions came this week, when Jordan’s King Hussein threw
his personal weight and prestige into the fray, flying to the
Gaza Strip and then to Tel Aviv to help bridge the final
gaps. After his separate meetings with Netanyahu and
Palestinian Authority leader Yasser Arafat, there was a
definite change in the air.

More than ever before in the 15 weeks of intensive
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Hebron negotiations, and despite the many previous false
alarms that a signing ceremony was imminent, this week
there was an air of inexorability. The negotiations over
Hebron have broadened far beyond the complicated
questions of security on the ground in the West Bank town.

Based on a compromise suggested by U.S. Special
Middle East Coordinator Dennis Ross — which Hussein
urged Arafat to accept — the agreement now contains a
reaffirmation by the two sides of a timetable for three
additional redeployments in rural areas of the West Bank.
Under the terms of the 1995 Interim Agreement, the three
redeployments were to be completed by September.

Ross’ compromise called for them to be completed
by September 1998 — a year later than Arafat demanded,
a year earlier than Netanyahu offered.

In American “‘notes for the record’’ that accom-
pany the agreement, the Israclis and Palestinians also agree
to fulfill other portions of the Interim Agreement that each
side has angrily accused the other of failing to do.

It is now Netanyahu’s job to convince his splint-
ered coalition that he has gotten far more than he has given
away. But for many in the national camp, the timetable of
further redeployments in the West Bank is difficult to
accept. In his conversations with key ministers who were
still wavering this week, Netanyahu sought to persuade
them that the further redeployments negotiated in the
Hebron accord should be seen as a significant achievement.

The new agreement, he can argue, calls for the
final redeployment to be carried out a year later than
originally envisioned in the Interim Agreement.

But opponents of the accord insist that Netanyahu
has nonetheless made a major concession: He has agreed to
make that crucial third redeployment before the end of the
permanent-status negotiations, which are slated to be
completed by May 1999. This means, according to oppo-
nents, that Israeli negotiators will be entering those final,
vital stages of the talks without some territorial assets in
the West Bank that Israel previously held.

Netanyahu’s earlier position in the negotiations had
been that the third redeployment should take place simulta-
neously with the scheduled end of the permanent-status
talks, a situation that would have given Israel considerable
leverage in those talks.

f

Compromised credibility’
The opponents say that had Netanyahu not acceded

to Arafat’s demand that the Hebron redeployment be linked
to the three further redeployments, he would have had
overwhelming support for a ““‘Hebron only’’ agreement in
his Cabinet. Similarly, say the opponents, had Netanyahu
insisted on his original demand for timing the third rede-
ployment with the conclusion of the permanent-status talks,
he would likewise have secured a comfortable majority.
Giving ground on both of these issues, they say,
has compromised his credibility as a tough negotiator.
As a result, fears that he is ultimately a pragmatist
rather than an ideologue have resurfaced in his own camp.
Netanyahu maintains that the Interim Agreement
does not spell out the amount of West Bank land to be
handed over in the further redeployments and that he fully
intends to keep them modest — thereby arriving at the end
of the final-status negotiations with much of the West Bank
still in Israel’s hands. Moreover, say the premier’s aides,
the further redeployments will be contingent upon the
Palestinians’ fulfilling various obligations that they have
not yet fulfilled — and may still prove reluctant to faifill.
In this week’s negotiations, for instance, the two
sides were reported to be stuck over the Palestinians’
adamant refusal to agree to extradite prisoners convicted of
terror attacks on Israelis — one of Israel’s conditions for
proceeding with the further redeployments. U
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Palestinian youth is sought
in Jerusalem Killing of builder
By Naomi Segal

JERUSALEM (JTA) — An Israeli building
contractor was killed Tuesday by a Palestinian youth from
the West Bank, Israeli media reported.

Ya’akov Yamin, 60, was found dead near a
construction site in Jerusalem’s Ramat Sharet neighbor-
hood. The Arab youth apparently had been brought to the
construction site by Yamin from the Gilo checkpoint in
southern Jerusalem, a senior police official said.

Yamin was hit repeatedly with a heavy, blunt
object, police reported. The assailant was believed to have
fled to the Palestinian self-rule areas.

While police suspect that the slaying was a terrorist
act, they were not ruling out other motives. g

U.S. to South Africa: Arms sale
to Syria will imperil foreign aid
By Matthew Dorf

WASHINGTON (JTA) — If South Africa sells
advanced tank weapons to Syria, it will risk losing U.S.
foreign aid, officials here said this week.

The planned $650 million sale of tank-firing
systems elicited attacks from the White House and State
Department, which cited U.S. law mandating a cut in
foreign aid to countries that sell weapons to terrorist states.

Syria is one of seven countries designated by the
State Department as state sponsors of terrorism.

Israeli officials fear that the weapons will give
Syrian tank gunners greater accuracy. The weapons, which
South Africa reportedly crafted with the help of Israeli
technology, will also give Syria greater night-fighting
capabilities.

“It would be extremely serious if these sales
actually occurred,”’ said Nicholas Burns, State Department
spokesman. ‘‘It’s a matter of very serious concern.”

Vice President Gore is expected to raise the matter
in meetings this month with South African officials.

““This is on the top of our agenda with South
Africa now,”” Burns said.

White House spokesman Michael McCurry added,
“We urge the government of South Africa not to go
through with the sale, and we have confidence that the
government of South Africa understands the seriousness of
this issue.”’

South Africa received about $82 million in U.S.
aid last year. In response to growing American criticism,
South African President Nelson Mandela’s spokesman told
the Associated Press this week that the United States ‘‘is
not going to dictate to us.”

**What we find particularly insulting is for some-
one to hold a gun to our head and tell us what to do,”
Parks Mankahlana said.

In response, Burns said Tuesday, ‘“No one was
putting a gun to anyone’s head.”

The South African Cabinet approved the sale last
month. Deputy President Thebo Mbeki is reportedly
studying the matter. A final decision is expected later this
month. ()

Belarus Jews now unsure
about arson attack motive
By Lev Krichevsky

MOSCOW (JTA) — An incident that Jewish

- leaders in Belarus thought was an act of anti-Semitism has
created something of a quandary.

On Jan. 1, vandals set fire to the vacation cottage

of Mikhail Nordshtein, editor of Aviv, the monthly Jewish
newspaper published in the capital of Minsk.

In the immediate aftermath of the attack, leaders of
the country’s Jewish community believed the incident
confirmed their concerns about a rise of anti-Semitism in
the former Soviet republic.

Their fears were heightened when, on the day after
the incident, vandals daubed a swastika and two Stars of
David on Nordshtein’s apartment in Minsk. ‘‘If it were not
for the swastika, we wouldn’t have reacted to the attack,”
said Boris Ozersky, executive director of the Association
of Jewish Communities of Belarus.

But as details of the incident came to light, the
exact nature of the crime became unclear. ‘“We cannot be
sure that this was an- anti-Semitic act,”” Leonid Levin,
president of the association, said in a telephone interview
this week from Minsk. The circumstances surrounding the
arson attack are ‘‘extremely complicated,”” he added.

The burned house, it turns out, actually belonged
to Nordshtein’s son, Andrei, a former journalist recently
turned businessman. He had borrowed a significant sum for
his business and had failed to pay his debt on time.

As a result of the new details, some Jewish
officials in Minsk believed that the arson could have been

‘an act of Mafia-style revenge on the editor’s son for the

unpaid debt. _

Others, such as Yakov Basin, one of the leaders of
Minsk’s 20,000- to 30,000-member Jewish community,
continue to maintain that the incidents signify what he
described as a ‘‘rise of anti-Semitic chauvinism in the -
country.”’

But the leader of the nation’s Jewish community
strongly opposed this view. **We cannot talk about a new
wave of anti-Semitism,”” Levin said.

Throughout the telephone interview, he tended to
downplay the issue. Along with some acts of anti-Jewish
violence in recent years, he said, there had also been a few
desecrations of churches and Christian cemeteries in
Belarus. His reluctance to speak about anti-Semitism or any
special Jewish concerns had much to do with the country’s
political situation.

The fears of Belarus Jews were heightened after a
controversial November referendum gave President Alexan-
der Lukashenko virtually unlimited powers.

In past months, he has cracked down on the
opposition and curbed civil liberties, prompting outrage
from human rights watchers.

Situation is ‘guite normal’
““We are not playing political games,”” said Levin,

who called the situation of Jews in Belarus ‘‘quite nor-
mal.”’

According to Ozersky, the association’s executive
director, the Jews of Belarus are more concerned about the
country’s steadily deteriorating economic situation.

Belarus, whose Jewish community numbers about
100,000, or 1 percent of the general population, has
recently been experiencing a 50 percent monthly inflation
rate. ‘“The prices are growing tremendously, while salaries
and pensions virtually remain the same,’” said Ozersky.

““We have to be very careful in these circum-
stances,”” one Jewish official said. ‘‘Before raising our
voice against anti-Semitism, we must be sure that
anti-Semitism is involved in one situation or another.”

Last week, the Jewish leaders of Belarus met in
Minsk to issue a statement calling on the government to
condemn the arson attack and other manifestations of
anti-Semitism. But the statement has not yet been pub-
lished.

The association’s officials say they plan to do so
s00n. ]



