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B Two Israelis were killed and two
others were wounded by a roadside
bomb in the southern Lebanon security
zone. The Islamic fundamentalist Hezbollah
movement claimed responsibility for the
bombing. [Page 3]

® sraeli Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu and Palestinian leader Yas-
ser Arafat failed to reach an agreement
on Hebron. U.S. envoy Dennis Ross re-
mained in the region as talks continued.
{Page 2]

m Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak
said he expected relations with Israel
to improve after Israel redeploys its
troops in Hebron. [Page 2)

® Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
ordered a halt to plans for construction
at Har Homa, according to the Israeli
daily Ha'aretz. The premier was reportedly
concerned that any building of Jewish
homes in the neighborhood south of Jerusa-
lem would ignite Palestinian unrest.

®m A former coach of Israel's table
tennis team was sentenced to four
years in prison on charges of spying for
the former Soviet Union. In a plea bar-
gain, Alexander Radelus admitted to having
been recruited by the KGB before immigrat-
ing to Israel more than 10 years ago.
[Page 4]

® |sraeli Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu said that he would meet
with Pope John Paul Il next month. The
Vatican and the Jewish state established
full diplomatic ties two years ago.

® The Jewish Agency for Israel's
chairman said he is concerned that
immigration to Israel from the United
States and Canada dropped by more
than 10 percent this year. Chairman
Avraham Burg told the agency’s executive
committee that it would devise a five-year
plan to counter the trend.

The JTA Community News
Reporter will not be published
Friday, Dec. 27.

NEWS ANALYSIS
Jordan's dismay with Israel
permeates David Levy's visit
By Gil Sedan

AMMAN, Jordan (JTA) — Foreign Minister David Levy’s visit here
came during the lowest point in Israeli-Jordanian relations since the two
countries signed their historic peace treaty two years ago.

Levy came to the Jordanian capital last week in an effort to smooth
out the differences that have surfaced in Israeli-Jordanian relations in recent
months.

But Levy could not deliver what the Jordanians wanted.

And the usually friendly Jordanians had deep frowns on their faces
as they delivered a stern warning to Israel.

**Expanding the settlements in the West Bank endangers the talks on
the permanent settlement with the Palestinians,” said Jordanian Prime
Minister Abdul Karim al-Kabariti.

The settlement policies of Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, he
added pointedly, “‘amounted to a direct threat to the stability of Jordan.”

Initially, Kabariti was to address a news conference with Levy, but
the joint appearance was canceled.

Levy later met with Crown Prince Hassan and King Hussein. No
members of the media were allowed in.

By ignoring the journalists who escorted Levy on his one-day visit
to Amman, the Jordanian leadership was hinting that it had very little in
common with Israel at this stage of the peace process.

It was Levy’s first visit to Jordan.

In different times, it could have been a celebration of the warm ties
that existed between the two states, which had been in a state of war for 46
years before the signing of the October 1994 peace accord.

Until several months ago, Jordan was considered Israel’s closest Arab
ally. ,

But there were no celebrations during Levy’s visit, which came days
after the Israeli Cabinet voted to grant special tax breaks and other financial
incentives to Israeli settlers in the West Bank.

Jordan’s cold reaction to the Cabinet decision did not reflect any deep
Jordanian concerns for the welfare of the Palestinians. Rather, it signaled its
worries about the Hashemite kingdom’s own stability. '

These worries can be summed up with a single statistic: More than
3 million of Jordan’s 4.2 million citizens are Palestinians.

This figure is the driving force behind the Israeli school of thought
championed by National Infrastructure Minister Ariel Sharon that declares
that Jordan is Palestine — an opinion that leaves no room for an additional
Palestinian state between Israel and Jordan.

In the past, Sharon supported toppling Hussein to allow for a
Palestinian leadership in his place.

Scenario of Palestinian unrest .

Fear of such a development was one of the reasons Jordan signed a
peace treaty with Israel, after which Sharon and others departed from that
stance.

But Jordanian concerns about Israel’s policies regarding the
Palestinians are still there — and it was the theme that dominated Levy’s
visit. Here is the scenario that Kabariti, and later Hussein, spelled out for the
Israeli foreign minister:

As a result of Israeli settlement expansion in the West Bank,
negotiations with the Palestinians stall; a wave of violence engulfs the
territories, and tens of thousands of Palestinians, frustrated with the failed
peace process, flee to Jordan; pressure on Jordan to cool relations with Israel
comes from the Arab world, from the local opposition and from Palestinian
refugee camps in Jordan; unrest in the territories spills over to the East Bank
and threatens the very stability of the Jordanian regime.

What the Jordanians wanted was some sort of reassurance that there
would be no expansion of the settlements.

But Levy could not deliver.
A week earlier, Hussein had dispatched Marwan Muashar, Jordan’s
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information minister and former ambassador to Israel, to
convey the king’s worries to Israel’s leaders.

He was treated with full respect, but the day after
his visit, the Jerusalem Planning Committee decided in
favor of building Jewish housing in the predominantly
Arab Ras Al-Amud neighborhood in eastern Jerusalem.

The committee’s decision still had to meet with the
approval of the Netanyahu government, but the Jordanians
were distrustful,

Some of that distrust dated back to the fall, when
Netanyahu adviser Dore Gold appeared in Amman to calm
Jordanian worries about the new Israeli government.

The visit took place on the Friday preceding Yom
Kippur.

When Yom Kippur ended, Israel opened a new
entrance to an archacological tunnel located near the
Temple Mount.

The move was followed by three days of Palestin-
ian rioting that left 15 Israelis and 60 Palestinians dead,
with hundreds more wounded.

Gold had not said a word about the tunnel to the
Jordanians, who had been given special status as custodians
of Arab holy sites in Jerusalem under the terms of the 1994
peace treaty.

Israeli officials explained that Gold was unaware of
the plan to open the tunnel entrance. The Jordanians were
not pleased.

This displeasure was still in evidence when
Muashar spoke last week of the need to return to an
““atmosphere of trust’’ between the two countries.

Levy did his best to alleviate Jordanian concerns.

“We shall refrain from anything that will violate
the sovereignty and integrity of Jordan. Israel did not sign
a peace treaty with Jordan to endanger the country,”’ he
said.

Muashar was not reassured. He reiterated the
Jordanian concern that the settlement policy might lead to
a collapse of the entire peace process.

Levy concluded his visit to Amman by attending
an inauguration ceremony for the new Israeli Embassy
there.

Isracl’s ambassador to Jordan, Shimon Shamir,
spoke of the progress in the two country’s relations during
the past two years: the open borders; the 250,000 Israeli
tourists to Jordan; the 200 visas granted daily by the Israeli
Consulate to Jordanians visiting Israel; the expansion of
mutual trade; the establishment of 15 joint industrial
ventures; the transfer of millions of cubic feet of water
from Israel to Jordan; the air links between the two
countries.

Had a Jordanian official made that speech, there
would have been a far less enthusiastic litany of achieve-
ments, particularly because Jordan has repeatedly stated
that it has not reaped the fruits of peace — not where the
water agreement is concerned, not with joint industrial
ventures and not with plans to establish a joint Eilat-Aqaba
air terminal.

The inauguration ceremony for the new Israeli
Embassy was short and not particularly sweet.

The most senior Jordanian representative at the
ceremony was Ibrahim Narawi, director general of the
Foreign Ministry.

Israel’s friendliest Arab neighbor had no smiles to
spare. U

Netanyahu, Arafat attempt
to finalize Hebron agreement
By Naomi Segal

JERUSALEM (JTA) — Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu and Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat met
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Tuesday to discuss ways to implement an agreemént on
Hebron.

But after conferring for three hours at the Erez
Crossing on the border between Israel and the Gaza Strip,
the two failed to finalize an accord on redeploying Israeli
troops in the West Bank town.

The two leaders did not talk to reporters after their
meeting, but U.S. Special Middle East Coordinator Dennis
Ross, who served as mediator, described the session as
“extremely productive.”’

Ross added that Netanyahu and Arafat had ‘‘made
real progress’” toward reaching the accord. ‘““They dealt
with the kind of issues that have to be resolved to reach an
agreement.”’

Ross said the two leaders had instructed their
negotiators to continue meeting this week and that Netan-
yahu and-Arafat would convene again soon.

Meanwhile, Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak said
Tuesday he expected relations with Israel to improve after
Israel redeploys its troops in Hebron. Mubarak made the
comment during a joint news conference with Israeli
Defense Minister Yitzhak Mordechai after the two held
talks at an Egyptian resort on the Red Sea.

A senior political source quoted by Israel Radio
said Tuesday night that Netanyahu and Arafat had con-
cluded most of the outstanding issues during their summit,
and were close to initialing an accord that would turn over
most of Hebron to Palestinian self-rule.

After an agreement is initialed, it would be brought
to the Israeli government for approval, the source said.

Coalition members from the National Religious
Party on Tuesday demanded to see the agreement before
adding their signatures.

Meanwhile, the Israel Defense Force announced
Tuesday that the Islamic University in Hebron would be
allowed to reopen later this week. The campus was closed
nine months ago, following a spate of suicide bombings.

The IDF also decided to open to Palestinian traffic
a stretch of road near Netzarim, a Jewish settlement in the
Gaza Strip. For the past two years, Israel has imposed
travel restrictions on the road because of security consider-
ations. O

Israel signs water accord
By Naomi Segal

JERUSALEM (JTA) — Israel has joined with four
other nations in establishing a regional center for desalina-
tion research.

The center, which will be built in the Persian Gulf
state of Oman and have an operating budget of about $7
million for its first year, will coordinate research in
desalination and will oversee the construction of various
experimental sites in the Middle East,

““This is an important achievement for the peace
process,’” the Israeli Foreign Ministry said in a statement.
*“It will offer an opportunity to advance a possible sotution
for the problem of water in the Middle East.”

The head of the Israeli mission in Oman, Oded
Ben-Haim, signed the agreement to create the regional
center during a ceremony held Monday in the Omani
capital of Muscat.

As a founding member, Israel will have equal
rights in the center’s directorate along with the other
signatories to the agreement, the United States, Japan,
Korea and Oman. Negotiations for including the European
Union as a founding member are nearing completion,
according to the Israeli Foreign Ministry.

The ministry also said that Mekorot, Israel’s water
company, will soon be establishing an installation in Israel
for desalinating sea water in commercial quantities. [J
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Philadelphia Jews to fight
closing of israeli Consulate
By Steve Feldman

Jewish Exponent

PHILADELPHIA (JTA) — Philadelphia Jewish
leaders have voiced concern about rumors that the Israeli
Consulate may be shut down.

The Israeli Foreign Ministry reportedly is consider-
ing closing the Philadelphia and San Francisco consulates,
as well as 10 embassies around the world.

The ministry is facing a ““very serious financial
crunch and is looking for ways to cover that,”’ said Rick
Black, a spokesman for the Israeli Consulate in Philadel-
phia. But he added that rumors about the Philadelphia
consulate are ““all conjecture” at this point.

Nimrod Barkan, Israel’s consul general in San
Francisco, would not comment on whether his mission is
on the list.

Communal leaders here say they will try to keep
the consulate open. ‘“The news is very disturbing to us,’’
said Michael Belman, president of the Jewish Federation of
Greater Philadelphia.

The Philadelphia consulate serves Pennsylvania,
southern New Jersey, Delaware, Ohio, West Virginia and
Kentucky. Belman said the area is too big to be served by
the Israeli diplomatic offices in New York or Washington.

Closing the consulate, Belman added, ‘“would be
a major problem for relationships with the Jewish commu-
nity and the non-Jewish community.”

Belman said that when he and federation Executive
Vice President Howard Charish go in January to Israel, this
situation *‘will be one item on our agenda.”

Burt Siegel, executive director of the Jewish
Community Relations Council of Greater Philadelphia, said
closing the consulate **would be a serious mistake.”’

Not only would it be bad for Philadelphia Jewry,
said Siegel, but the closing would also be a bad decision
from the Israeli standpoint. “‘Tt is a significant asset to the
government of Israel to have consulates,’* he said.

When the media need a comment from the Israeli
government, they can turn to the consulate here, the JCRC
official said. Local journalists are unlikely to call the Israeli
Embassy in Washington, he said, and would probably rely
on someone unofficial to make a statement.

Siegel said it is important to have a consulate in
Philadelphia for religious, political and civic relationships.
Labor organizations and clergy may need or want to deal
with an official from Israel. As for Philadelphia-area Jews,
he said having a consulate here “‘makes a statement about
the stature of our community.”

Siegel added, ““We have spoken to individuals in
the Foreign Ministry”” in an effort to head off the possible
closing. JCRC officials will continue to *‘make our strong
feelings that it remain open very clear™ to Israeli officials,
Siegel also said. Black said he could not comment as to
why Philadelphia is being singled out, but he added that
any closure would be strictly for budgetary reasons.

“The Philadelphia Jewish community is a very
important one. It is one of the largest in the world. We
hope we’ll be here to serve it,”” Black said. ]

{(Jewish Bulletin of Northern California contributed
to this report.)

2 Israeli soldiers killed in Lebanon
By Naomi Segal

JERUSALEM (JTA) — Two Israeli soldiers were
killed and two others seriously wounded Tuesday in
southern Lebanon.

The Islamic fundamentalist group Hezbollah
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claimed responsibility for the attack, a roadside explosion
in the eastern sector of the security zone.

The Israelis were members of the Egoz unit, which
was formed 18 months ago to counter guerrilla tactics in
southern Lebanon. The attack on the Egoz patrol came as
the Israel Defense Force chief of staff, Lt. Gen. Amnon
Shahak was visiting Israel’s South Lebanon Army allies in
Marjayoun where he conveyed holiday greetings.

Heavy exchanges of fire between IDF, SLA and
Hezbollah fighters in the eastern sector were reported
throughout the afternoon. O

Famed French actr_ess faces
charges of promoting racism
By Lee Yanowitch

PARIS (JTA) — Brigitte Bardot, France’s former
screen icon who now devotes her life to animals’ rights, is
facing charges in court of inciting racial hatred for writing
that Muslim immigrants are polluting French society.

In an opinion piece in the daily Le Figaro last
April in which she harshly condemned the ritual slaughter
of sheep for the Muslim festival of Id al-Khebir, Bardot
wrote that the French were being forced to ‘‘submit against
our will to 2 Muslim overflow.”

In a rare public appearance, the 62-year-old former
actress was in court last week to deny the accusations
leveled by three anti-racist groups.

She told the court that her editorial, “My Cry of
Anger,”’ was an attempt to convince French authorities to
bring a halt to the *‘barbarity of this bloody festival.”’

On Id al-Khebir, which falls in the spring, the head
of each Muslim family slits the jugular of a sheep and
bleeds it to death to celebrate Abraham’s sacrifice of a
sheep, rather than his son, to honor God.

“I've watched from afar. I even cried in front of
[Muslims] and begged them to knock the animals uncon-
scious first so that it will be more humane,’’ said Bardot,
who retired from acting in 1972 to become France’s most
outspoken animal rights campaigner.

She was accompanied in court by her husband
Bernard d’Ormale, a member of the National Front party,
which advocates expelling France’s four million immi-
grants, most of whom come from its former colonies in
North Africa,

She also told the court that kosher slaughtering
entailed suffering for animals. Although Bardot denied she
was racist, her language in court was similar to that used
in the column, and at times resembled the anti-immigrant
thetoric of National Front leader Jean-Marie Le Pen.

““There are more and more Muslims in France.
These people come to live here and they don’t respect our
laws,” she said. “‘I am only saying out loud what every
one thinks quietly.”

Le Pen, who frequently makes anti-Semitic state-
ments in public, won 15 percent of the vote in last year’s
presidential election.

Philippe Coen, a lawyer for the one of the plain-
tiffs, the League Against Racism and Anti-Semitism, said
Bardot was “‘surfing on the wave of intolerance that is
sweeping across our society.”” If found guilty, she faces up
to one year in prison and a $60,000 fine. In her editorial,
a longer version of which was published in the Front’s
weekly newspaper National Hebdo, Bardot directly attacked
North African immigrants.

““We see mosques blossom across France while our
church bells fall silent because of a lack of priests,” she
wrote. ““Could I be forced in the near future to flee my
country which has turned into a bloody and violent coun-
try?ii

The court is slated to render its verdict Jan. 23.07]
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Wiesenthal Center sponsors
display in Rose Bowl parade
By Tom Tugend

LOS ANGELES (JTA) — The Simon Wiesenthal
Center has announced that it will enter a float in the
Tournament of Roses Parade.

The New Year’s Day parade is expected to be seen
worldwide by 450 million television viewers.

The float, honoring baseball legend Jackie Robin-
son, is believed to be the first such entry by a Jewish
institution in the 108-year history of the parade, according
to Tournament of Roses official Steve Leland.

Robinson broke the color barrier when in 1947 he
was brought up from the Brooklyn Dodgers’ farm team and
became the first black player in the major leagues.

The float, marking the 50th anniversary of that
event, is titled ‘‘Breaking Barriers.”’

During his time at Pasadena Junior College and
UCLA, Jack Roosevelt Robinson was a quadruple threat:
He played baseball, football, basketball and track. The
float’s dimensions will match the spread of his athletic
achievements.

As conceived by professional designer Susie
Garcia, the 35-foot-long float shows Robinson in a Dodg-
ers uniform sliding to steal a base, flanked by a giant
baseball inscribed with his name, a ribbon festooned with
the names of his college and minor league teams, and the
names of the sponsoring Wiesenthal Center and its Mu-
seum of Tolerance.

Robinson’s impact went beyond the playing field,
fellow baseball greats Don Newcombe, Duke Snider and
Lou Johnson said at the unveiling ceremony of the float’s
design. As a barrier breaker, Robinson had to pay a heavy
emotional price.

“You have no idea of the shame heaped on Jackie,
what people yelled at him, what they did to him, the hate
mail and the death threats,”” Newcombe told yeshiva and
public school students at the ceremony.

Robinson was an example and an inspiration to
other black athletes and to African Americans in general,
said Johnson. ‘‘Jackie gave us a chance to hold our heads

high.”’

Snider was approached by fellow white Dodgers
players to sign a petition binding them not to play on the
same team with a ‘““Negro.”’ Snider refused to sign and
recalled that when the team was on the road, Robinson had
to stay at a separate hotel for blacks.

Shortly after Robinson was elected in 1962 to the
Baseball Hall of Fame, becoming the first black to receive
the honor, he showed his mettle in another arena.

When a Jewish businessman announced plans to
open a steakhouse in Harlem, he was picketed by “‘black
nationalists’’ shouting ‘‘Black man must stay, Jew must
g0,”” according to a report in The New York Times.

Robinson denounced the slogan and wrote in a
newspaper, ‘‘All my life we have been fighting against this
same thing as it applies to the Negro. It is a matter of
principle. Black supremacy is just as bad as white suprem-
acy.” a

israeli sentenced for spying
By Naomi Segal

JERUSALEM (JTA) — A former coach of Israel’s
table tennis team has been sentenced to four years in prison
for spying for the former Soviet Union and having contact
with a foreign agent.

In a plea bargain, Alexander Radelus admitted to
having been recruited by the KGB before immigrating to
Israel more than 10 years ago. He also admitted to passing

on information about his reserve army unit, as well as
about tanks and engineering equipment on army bases.

He also admitted to conveying information about
the economic and political situation in Israel.

In its ruling, which included a two-year suspended
sentence, the Tel Aviv District Court judges noted that
while the KGB considered Radelus an important contact,
the information he passed on had not necessarily damaged
state security.

Children's graves exhumed
By Naomi Segal

JERUSALEM (JTA) — Israeli forensics experts
have exhumed 10 graves believed to contain the bodies of
Yemenite children who died during the 1950s.

The remains were transferred to a pathological
institute for genetic testing.

Officials overseeing the operation in the Segula
cemetery in Petach Tikvah said the fact that remains were
found in the graves disproved claims by some members of
the Yemenite community that the graves were empty and
the children had been kidnapped.

A state commission of inquiry into the matter
concluded that most of the Yemenite children who died
during that period were sick. (]

Israeli develops diaper disposal unit
By Naomi Segal

JERUSALEM (ITA) — An Israeli company has
come up with a dapper solution to disposing soiled dispos-
able diapers.

The device, about the size of a laundry machine,
washes away the baby’s waste, while working the remain-
ing parts of the diaper into a condensed pulp about the size
of a bottle cap.

The machine was invented by a member of
Kibbutz Afikim and will be manufactured at a factory in
Yokne’am, located southeast of Haifa.

Officials at the company that invested in the
project said that hospitals, nursing homes, kindergartens
and hotels have expressed interest in the product. 0

Robot developed to pick oranges
By Naomi Segal

JERUSALEM (JTA) - A Jerusalem company has
developed an automated orange-picker that can do the work
of eight people.

The prototype of the picker uses an electronic eye
to select the fruit based on size and color, and then
activates the arm. The company says the robot takes two
seconds to pick an orange, compared with the five seconds
required by a human. a

Jewish father of Soviet bomb dies
By Lev Krichevsky

MOSCOW (JTA) — Yuli Khariton, the father of
the Soviet Union’s atomic bomb and a leading Soviet
nuclear weapons researcher, has died at 92.

In 1939, together with another prominent Soviet
nuclear scientist, Yakov Zeldovich, he made calculations
regarding nuclear fission that were crucial to the Soviet
nuclear effort. A group of scientists that included Khariton
and Zeldovich developed the first Soviet atomic bomb,
which was tested in 1949.

Khariton and Zeldovich were the only Jews in
Soviet history to receive the Hero of Socialist Labor medal,
the highest Soviet honor, three times. U




