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79th Year

® American Jewish and Israeli officials
welcomed the appointment of President
Clinton’s new foreign policy team. U.N.
Ambassador Madeleine Albright was named
to succeed retiring Secretary of State
Warren Christopher, and Sen. William Cohen
(R-Maine) is slated to become secretary of
defense. [Page 1]

= Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat, in
response to an Israeli offer, said he
was willing to meet with Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu. Arafat’s
statement fueled reports that an agreement
on Israel's redeployment from most of the
West Bank town of Hebron was near.

B The Israel Defense Force and Pales-
tinian police resumed joint patrols in
the Bethiehem area. The patrols were
suspended after September riots in the
West Bank and Gaza Strip.

W [srael's Knesset voted to create an
annual memorial day to henor slain
Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin,
reversing an earlier decision by the
government. The bill passed by a vote of
61-0 after Prime Minister Benjamin Netan-
yahu's coalition withdrew its opposition.

® Egypt plans to try two Israeli Arab
women in absentia who are accused of
being involved with an Israeli spy ring.
An israeli Arab man, Azam Azam, who is
being held in Egypt, and an Egyptian also
will be tried in connection with the alleged
ring.

m US. officials suspected that the
Nazis routinely used Swiss diplomatic
pouches to send their looted wealth
secretly to Argentina during World War
I, according to a just-released State De-
partment document. Senate Banking Com-
mittee Chairman Alfonse D’Amato (R-N.Y.),
who released excerpts of the document,
sent a letter to Swiss Ambassador Carlo
Jagmetti demanding an explanation.

® The world’s largest menorah was lit
in New York City with a torch from the
West Bank town of Hebron. The event
was sponsored by the Lubavitch Youth
Organization. Meanwhile, President Clinton
participated in a Chanukah lighting cere-
mony at the White House.

BEHIND THE HEADLINES
New U.S. foreign policy team

likely to stay the Mideast course
By Matthew Dorf

WASHINGTON (JTA) — President Clinton’s reshuffling of his
foreign policy team has prompted confidence among many observers that
U.S. peacemaking in the Middle East will remain on course.

By tapping Madeleine Albright to move from the top post at the
United Nations to secretary of state, Clinton has signaled a clear desire to
maintain continuity in U.S. diplomacy.

The promotion of Samuel ““‘Sandy”” Berger, who is Jewish, to serve
as national security adviser is further evidence of this direction.

““This signals that there will be continuity and that the Clinton
administration will maintain the approach of fostering the peace process
without imposing decisions on the parties,”” said Malcolm Hoenlein, executive
vice chairman of the Conference of Presidents of Major American Jewish
Organizations.

In other appointments announced Thursday, Clinton fulfilled a
promise to name at least one Republican to the Cabinet by nominating
retiring Sen. William Cohen of Maine to serve as secretary of defense.

Current National Security Adviser Anthony Lake was nominated to
head the Central Intelligence Agency.

In welcoming the appointments, some Jewish officials breathed a sigh
of relief that Clinton passed over Deputy Secretary of State Strobe Talbott for
the NSC post.

Talbott, an old friend of Clinton’s from his college days, has been a
source of controversy in the Jewish community for what many considered
anti-Israel reporting for Time magazine.

Talbott will remain in his post and is heading the transition at the
State Department.

Meanwhile, Cohen, the secretary of defense-designate who will
replace William Perry, has spoken in the past of casting off a Jewish star he
wore as a young teen, when a Maine rabbi refused to perform a Bar Mitzvah
unless he formally converted. Cohen’s father is Jewish but his mother is not.

Several Jewish officials familiar with his situation said Cohen still
bears the scar of a 13-year-old being denied his wish to have a Bar Mitzvah.
Cohen no longer considers himself Jewish.

But that experience ‘‘has not impacted on his relations with the
Jewish community or his support for Israel and Jewish causes,”” said
Abraham Foxman, national director of the Anti-Defamation League.

Of all the new appointees, however, it is Albright who will work
most closely with Israel at a critical time in the Middle East peace process.

Israeli and Palestinian negotiations have been stalled over a lack of
agreement on the redeployment of Israeli troops in Hebron.

At the same time, Arab countries, led by Egypt, are pressuring Israel
to move forward with the peace accords.

The 59-year-old Albright, who emigrated with her family from
Czechoslovakia to escape the Communist takeover, would become the
highest-ranking womar: ever to serve in a U.S. Cabinet.

She will replace Warren Christopher.

Personal experience of the Nazis
Under the Constitution, Albright, whose nomination is not expected

to generate Senate opposition, would be fourth in line of succession if the
president could not serve.

Israeli and Jewish officials who have worked with her had only praise
for her past performance.

*‘Madeleine Albright brings with her the personal experiences of
having fled Nazi totalitarianism,”” Foxman said, referring to her family’s
flight from Czechoslovakia.

**She has shown that it has meaning in her life.”’

David Peleg, Israel’s acting ambassador to the United Nations, said,
‘‘Ambassador Albright combines great professionalism and understanding of
the international scene with great sympathy and friendship with Israel and
clear support for the peace process.”’ He said Albright’s support for Israel
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was ‘‘especially clear’” during ‘‘more difficult times.”’ He
singled out the death of refugees by Israeli missiles at a
U.N. base in Lebanon in May, which prompted Security
Council debate but no official condemnation of Israel.

He also said she helped temper U.N. reaction in
September to Israel’s opening of a new entrance to a
Jerusalem tunnel and the violence it triggered between
Israelis and Palestinians.

While many believe that U.S. relations with Israel
will move forward with no change, others believe that it is
unclear exactly how Albright will approach the Middle
East.

““The United Nations is a very visible position, but
not a very powerful position,”’ said Daniel Pipes, a Middle
East analyst and editor of the Middle East Quarterly.

““To a large extent she was implementing others’
decisions.”’

Albright shed some light on her thinking last
month when she addressed these issues at a gathering of
the ADL, which presented her with the Distinguished
Statesman Award.

““The courage of the Israelis and Palestinians who
believe in peace is being tested once again as they struggle
with U.S. help, to meet the challenge of implementing the
Interim Agreement,”” she said at the ADL’s annual meeting
Nov. 7.

““If Israel will take risks for peace, America will do
all it can to minimize those risks.

““We have also insisted that the Palestinian authori-
ties do all they can to halt terrorist actions,’’ she said.

Previewing her approach to peacemaking with
Syria, Albright said, ‘“We will persist with the parties in
the search for the basis on which negotiations between
Israel and Syria could resume, negotiations that must
produce real peace and real security for the Israeli people.”

During her almost four-year tenure as U.S. ambas-
sador to the United Nations, Albright has at times clashed
with some Jewish groups.

Most recently, some criticized her for not taking a
tougher stand against a resolution that criticized Israel for
opening the new entrance to the tunnel.

Albright acknowledged in her speech to the ADL
that the ““U.N. has not always been a hospitable place for
Israel.”

*“We will work hard to prevent the U.N., especially
the Security Council, from doing or saying anything that
would disrupt the peace process or harm Israel’s interests.’

She added, ‘“Needless to say, our job will be easier
if there is steady, substantive progress in negotiations.’”

A tough road ahead
Morton Klein, who as president of the Zionist

Organization of America has opposed many of Albright’s
votes at the United Nations, tepidly welcomed her nomina-
tion.

“Of the people being mentioned, Albright was the
best of those,’” Klein said.

‘““Nevertheless, we at ZOA are disappointed that
during her tenure at the U.N., Ambassador Albright failed
to veto anti-Israel resolutions calling Jerusalem ‘occupied
territory,” condemning states which may consider moving
their embassies to Jerusalem and refusing to veto a resolu-
tion on the tunnel issue which expressed sympathy for the
Arabs, condemned Israeli self-defense and made no
condemnation of Arab aggression.”

Pending Senate confirmation, Albright has a tough
road ahead as she will seek to stave off further cuts in
funding for U.S. diplomacy.

““Isolationism is seductive. It is liberating. It means
you don’t have to care,”” Albright said when discussing her
philosophy toward diplomacy at the ADL meeting.
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““Too many people in too many countries cared too
little about what went on in hard-to-find, hard-to-spell
places, places such as Manchuria, Ethiopia, my native
Czechoslovakia, Auschwitz, Treblinka, Buchenwald and
Dachau. We must never make that mistake again.”” [

(JTA staff writer Cynthia Mann in New York
contributed to this report.)

Israel protests Russian vote
supporting U.N. resolutions
By Naomi Segal

JERUSALEM (JTA) — Israel has issued a formal
protest to Russia for supporting a number of resolutions
approved this week by the United Nations General Assem-
bly condemning Israeli policy.

Foreign Minister David Levy sent a message to his
Russian counterpart, Yevgeny Primakov, saying that
Moscow’s votes flew in the face of its standing as a
co-sponsor of the Middle East peace process.

The anti-Israel resolutions included a call for the
nullification of the Israeli law annexing the eastern half of
Jerusalem, and for a withdrawal by Israel from the Golan
Heights and other “‘occupied territories.”

Only Israel and the United States voted against
these resolutions.

In a move hailed by Isracl, an overwhelming
majority of the General Assembly members also adopted a
resolution in support of the peace process.

The measure was sponsored by the United States,
Norway and Russia.

It was the fourth consecutive year the resolution
was adopted.

But this year a new urgency appeared to be
reflected in its call for the ‘‘immediate acceleration” of
negotiations, compared with last year’s call for *‘rapid
progress’’ in the talks.

Israel’s acting ambassador to the United Nations,
David Peleg, dismissed the change as insignificant, choos-
ing to emphasize the measure’s supportive message.

He said that as the General Assembly draws to a
close, Israel’s hopes to ““prevent a negative change’” in the
standard anti-Israel resolutions and the voting patterns
largely had been realized.

But the votes by Russia were a glaring exception,
““especially on resolutions which try to prejudge the final
outcome of the negotiations,”” Peleg said.

““We think the support of such resolutions doesn’t
conform to the position of a co-sponsor of the peace
process,”’ he said.

The non-binding resolutions were adopted during
the assembly’s annual discussion of the Middle East and
Palestinian issues. O

(JTA staff writer Cynthia Mann in New York
contributed to this report.)

Palestinians kill detainee

JERUSALEM (JTA) — A Palestinian detainee was
fatally shot by a guard in a Palestinian jail where he had
been held for almost two years without trial, Palestinian
officials said.

The death of Rashid Fityani, 25, brings to 10 the
number of Palestinian detainees killed by Palestinian leader
Yasser Arafat’s security forces since the 1994 start of self-
rule in the West Bank and Gaza Strip.

Palestinian police said that Fityani was killed
during an argument with a guard at a jail in the West Bank
town of Jericho.

The guard was arrested and faces trial, according
to police. ([l
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St. Petersburg Jews unveil
new Torah scroll for Chanukah
By Rachel Katz

ST. PETERSBURG (JTA) —— Chanukah at St.
Petersburg’s Great Choral Synagogue had a special mean-
ing Thursday night, when community members got their
first look at a new Torah scroll donated by friends from
abroad.

Young and old congregants alike crowded near the
aisles as Rabbi Mendel Pewzner and community leader
Mark Gruborg carried the red-covered scroll around the
sanctuary for the first time.

“It’s a fantastic Torah,”’ said Sonia Kotlyar, a
regular at services.

The scroll was donated by Edmund and Lily Safer
in memory of their son and grandson.

The family, which in 1993 also financed the
restoration of the small synagogue next door, was first
drawn to the synagogue complex during a trip to the city,
said Pewzner, who added, ‘‘They visited here, and we
discussed what our needs were.”’

In 1995, four Torah scrolls were stolen from the
small synagogue, attended mainly by the local Chasidic
community. Only two were recovered.

Festivities began with the lighting of a huge
menorah on the bimah, followed by performances by noted
Jewish singers and the synagogue’s male choir.

““‘See how many people are here. It’s definitely a
sign of a new beginning,”” said Marina Dolgopopova, 30,
who compared the crowd of nearly 500 with the surpris-
ingly small turnout for Simchat Torah. _

A large proportion of those at the festival were
young, an encouraging sign in a community that has lost
many of its young and middle-age members through
emigration.

In the foyer outside the sanctuary, 18-year-old
yeshiva student Mikhoel Gralyuk helped Zina Kholodenko,
57, light Chanukah candles for what was the second time
in her life.

He recited the blessings slowly and then translated
them into Russian. :

“We're starting to do a little better, to become
familiar with our culture,”” Kholodenko said.

Speakers drew parallels between the struggle of the
Jewish community in the time of the Maccabees with
today’s situation in Russia, where differing viewpoints on
how to forge the future of Jewish life in Russia have
sometimes hampered close cooperation.

“In St. Petersburg, we have an amazing level of
cooperation between groups,”’ said Vladimir Glozman,
representative for the American Jewish Joint Distribution
Committee.

In past years, he added, the community’s growing
pains were more acute.

“Jews must live in the outside world,”” said
Gruborg.

“But we are obliged to remember that we are
Jews, that we have our own laws to observe and thus
preserve our peoplehood.’” U

Oorthodox Union plans to fight
gay group’s effort to join WJC
By Debra Nussbaum Cohen

NEW YORK (JTA) — The Orthodox Union is
fighting to block the World Congress of Gay and Lesbian
Jewish Organizations from joining the World Jewish
Congress.

The gay and lesbian Jewish organization, which
includes 65 synagogues, social clubs, social service

organizations and student groups around the world, has
been seeking membership in the WJC for nearly two years
as part of its larger quest to become integrated into main-
stream Jewish communal life.

The group recently was granted permission to
participate in WIC meetings until the body’s board of
governors can formally review its application in the spring.

The O.U. adopted a resolution at its convention late
last month condemning efforts “‘to portray homosexuality
as the moral equivalent of heterosexual monogamous
relationships and as constituting a valid ‘alternative
lifestyle.’ >

The resolution mandated the O.U. ““to continue to
forcefully resist all attempts’” of such groups ““to legitimize
that which our Torah, our history and our traditions have
deemed illegitimate.™

Julius Berman, a New York attorney and honorary
president of the O.U., said the effort to join the WJC “‘is
part of a basic campaign by the gays to become part of
normative Judaism.””

The Q.U., which has a membership of about 750
Orthodox synagogues and an additional 25,000 individuals,
will work within the WIC’s board of govemors to try to
block the group’s entrance, he said.

““If they become members of umbrella organiza-
tions it means they’re accepted by the general Jewish
community and we will not participate in legitimizing that
type of lifestyle,”” Berman said.

. Lee Walzer, who is the vice president of the gay
and lesbian Jewish group, said the O.U.’s position “‘is pure
unvarnished prejudice which will only serve to weaken
Jewish family life and alienate Jews from their spiritual
home.”’

The organization represents gay and lesbian Jews
““throughout the community, including Orthodox and
haredi [fervently Orthodox] individuals,”” according to
Walzer. :
He said an increasing number of his organization’s
member groups are joining local Jewish communal um-
brella groups, and work with Orthodox community repre-
sentatives ‘‘usually without incident.”

Elan Steinberg, executive director of the World

. Jewish Congress, said the WIC uses objective criteria to

consider who should be admitted to the umbrella organiza-
tion, such as ‘“how many chapters you have, what is your
constitution and what are your principal objectives?”’
‘‘Beyond those measurable objectives, I don’t think
it’s appropriate for any individual to impose on any other
constituent what they feel is a valid measure of [criteria]
for acceptance into the WJC.”’ |

Marzel freed from house arrest
By Naomi Segal

JERUSALEM (JTA) — Kach activist Baruch
Marzel has gone from pariah to the Knesset.

The Hebron activist held talks Wednesday in the
Knesset, after orders restricting his movements expired.

It marked the first time in three years that Marzel
was not under house arrest.

The militantly anti-Arab Kach group was outlawed
by Israel after Kiryat Arba settler Dr. Baruch Goldstein
massacred 29 Palestinian worshipers in February 1994 at
the Tomb of the Patriarchs.

Marzel met Wednesday with Knesset members
from the Moledet and Shas parties to discuss the adminis-
trative detentions recently imposed on several other Jewish
right-wing extremists from the Hebron area.

The detentions were ordered to prevent extremist
violence prior to the planned redeployment of Israeli troops
in Hebron. - (]
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BEHIND THE HEADLINES
Israel’'s border police face
violent streak in its ranks
By Gil Sedan

JERUSALEM (JTA) — When two Israeli border
policemen were filmed recently beating Palestinians, Israeli
leaders were quick to condemn what they characterized as
an aberrant action.

*“This is a criminal and immoral act,”” said Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu.

““‘Such soldiers cannot serve in the security forces
of the State of Israel.”

Yisrael Sadan, commander of the barder police,
vowed that he would ““get rid of the two soldiers who have
shamed us all.”’

Palestinian human rights activists have long
maintained that such incidents are routine — but that they
usually occur beyond the public eye.

Even as Sadan insisted that there were very few
“rotten apples’ in his security force, he acknowledged
after the videotape aired last month on Israel Television
that such incidents were not only prevalent, but had been
increasing.

Sadan said he had received more than 200 com-
plaints of police brutality in the past year and that the
videotaped incident was not the worst of them.

Among Israel’s security services, the border police
carry most of the burden in areas of the West Bank and
Gaza Strip that are still under Israeli control, as well as
along the border between Isracl and the Palestinian self-
rule areas.

Patrolling these areas and staffing checkpoints, the
police are in daily contact with Palestinians.

The border police force is made up mostly of
young Israelis doing their compulsory army service, who
are assigned by the army to the force.

Many who end up in the ranks of the border police
come from disadvantaged segments of Israeli society,
according to senior officials of the force.

,

Not pampered by life’
*“We have our differences with the army regarding

the quality of the soldiers they refer to us,”’ said Chief
Superintendent Yehoshua Bauer, spokesman for the border
police.

*‘But the army has the final word who will come
to us.”

‘““Some of them are guys who have not been
pampered by life,”” said Bauer, choosing his words care-

“fully in order not to criticize openly the quality of the

border police recruits.

But the political and social upbringing of young
Israclis has little to do with the phenomenon of border
police violence, said Reuven Gal, former chief army
psychologist.

Studies have shown that even soldiers who came
from ‘‘a politically humanitarian background’’ tend to
indulge in violence once they get involved in a
violence-charged situation, according to the army psycholo-
gist. :
Being on the front lines with Palestinians undoubt-
edly builds frustration.

In one recent incident, 10 Palestinians attacked the
border police at a roadblock in southern Jerusalem.

Police said the Palestinians, who were apparently
drunk, became violent when the border police asked to see
identification papers.

The atmosphere of tension that surrounds the
border police deepened as a result of the violent clashes in
late September, when Palestinian police turned their guns
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on Isracli soldiers with whom they had served in joint
patrols.

*“There is certainly a breach of trust between our
policemen and the Palestinians,”’ Bauer said.

The high number of complaints recently reported
by the border police commander suggests that there is a
tendency among some policemen to mete out their own
punishment to Palestinian workers who try to enter Israel
illegally.

And they do so believing that no retribution will be
forthcoming.

But, in the highly publicized case of Tzahi
Shmaya, 19, and David Ben-Abu, 20, a Palestinian who
happened to be nearby used his video camera to record
their assault on six Palestinians and then gave the tape to
Israel Television.

The two border policemen were indicted Nov. 24
at the Jerusalem Magistrates Court on charges of brutally
beating six Palestinians at Jerusalem’s northern checkpoint.

They allegedly caught the Palestinians trying to
enter Israel without work permits, ordered them to a nearby
parking lot and beat them for 25 minutes.

On the same day that charges were pressed against
Shmaya and Ben-Abu, four other border policemen were
charged with aggravated assault and abuse of power in an
incident that occurred in June.

According to the charge sheet, Eran Aldi of Arad,
Benny Deri of Kiryat Bialik, Asaf Shahar of Tirat Carmel
and Meir Elbaz of Kiryat Ata, were on patrol in the
Jerusalem area when they detained a Hebron resident who
was in Israel without a permit.

They covered his head and drove him to the Ramot
forest on the outskirts of Jerusalem, where they beat him
unconscious.

A passerby later found the Palestinian and helped
him receive medical care.

“‘Beating up and humiliation are common practice
among border policemen,”” said Bassem Id, a Palestinian
human rights activist.

He added, ‘“The sight of Palestinians standing
hours on end under the scorching sun by the roadblocks,
being beaten up to the sadistic pleasure of the attackers, is
common.”’

Past actions against border police or soldiers who
brutalized Palestinians do not give human rights activists
much hope that the six who were recently indicted will
have to pay a heavy price.

Buried alive

In February 1988, an Isracli cameraman filmed
four Isracli soldiers beating up two Palestinians near
Nablus.

One of the four soldiers was sentenced to six
weeks in jail.

Col. Yehuda Meir, who was the military com-
mander in Nablus at the time, was convicted of being
involved in the incident.

He was demoted to the rank of private and dis-
charged from the army.

That same month, several Israeli soldiers buried
alive four Palestinians near Nablus, who were later saved
by other Palestinians.

The soldiers were sentenced to two months in
prison.

Meanwhile, the fate of the two policemen who
were recently caught on videotape and remain under house
arrest until their trial remains unclear.

““Even if they are acquitted,”’ said Bauer, ‘‘we no
longer have any use for them.””

In that case, he said, they would return to the army
to serve as regular soldiers. U



