Jma

"DAILY NEWS BULLETIN

ublished by the: JEWISH TELEGRAPHIC AGENCY Inc. ® 330 Seventh Ave. * 11th Floor ® New York, N.Y¥,. 10001 = (212) 643-1890

® Contents copyright: Reproduction onfy by previous arrangement

Volume 74, No. 226

Tuesday, December 3, 1996

79th Year

B Two Jewish scientists filed a law-
suit against Texaco, alleging anti-Se-
mitic discrimination. News of the lawsuit
surfaced in the wake of a scandal about
Texaco's treatment of minority employees.
[Page 1]

B [srael approved the construction of
more than 470 homes in Jordan Valley
settlements, according to Jewish settler
leaders. The government also reportedly
plans to double the number of settlers in
the area to 10,000 by the year 2000.

® The Arab League warned that Israeli
plans to expand existing settlements
could “torpedo the peace process.” The
22 members of the league stopped short of
adopting a Syrian proposal that Arab na-
tions suspend all relations with the Jewish
state. [Page 3|

® The Hungarian Cabinet approved a
bill that would give $27 million in
compensation coupons to the country's
Holocaust survivors. Hungary’s Jewish
leaders approved the move, saying it was
a first step toward establishing a restitu:
tion fund for compensating the survivors.

B Russian President Boris Yeltsin may
soon oust a senior security official who
was recently reported to have dual
Russian-Israeli citizenship. [Page 4]

B israeli Defense Minister Yitzhak
Mordechai blasted unnamed army offi-
cers who were quoted in this week's
Time magazine that the Israel Defense
Force is unprepared for war.

® Ariel Sharon, Israel's minister of
national infrastructure, visited the
home of Labor leader Shimon Peres,
fueling speculation in the political com-
munity that a national unity govern-
ment may be formed. Sources close to
the two men did not deny that they had
discussed the subject. [Page 4]

® An Israeli human rights group ac-
cused Israeli security forces of harass-
ing Palestinian women while searching
Arab homes. B'Tselem said the security
forces sometimes forced Palestinian women
to disrobe in front of their families while
male security officers were present.

BEHIND THE HEADLINES
Jewish scientists sue Texaco
on charges of discrimination
By Debra Nussbaum Cohen

NEW YORK (JTA) — Employees of color are not the only
minorities who say they have faced systematic discrimination at Texaco Inc.

Two Jewish scientists who worked at the oil company’s research
facility for new technologies in Beacon, N.Y., have filed a civil lawsuit
against Texaco and three of their former supervisors,

The scientists, who were both fired on the same day in January 1995,
are alleging anti-Semitic discrimination and are seeking $200 million in
damages. _

The two chemists — Israeli-born Mordechai Pasternak, 53, and
Anatoly Kramer, 41, who immigrated to the United States from Kiev,
Ukraine — say they were repeatedly proselytized and pressured to convert to
Christianity by two of their supervisors. _

A third senior manager, a Palestinian, systematically harassed, derided
and professionally punished them because they were Jews, the plaintiffs said
in legal documents and in interviews.

All three supervisors gave them poor performance evaluations and
passed them over for plum assignments, raises and promotions because they
were Jewish, Kramer and Pasternak said this week during an interview at
their lawyers’ office. '

News of their lawsuit comes as Texaco is dealing with fallout from
the publication of secretly recorded conversations by senior company
executives who were discussing black employees in a derogatory way.

The 1994 tapes, which caused a national outcry, established that
discrimination against African-Americans was part of the management culture
of Texaco and prompted questions about widespread discrimination against
blacks at other corporations as well.

No mention of religious discrimination
In the wake of the scandal, Texaco last month settled a discrimination

suit filed by six employees on behalf of 1,500 other minority workers at
Texaco. The corporation agreed to pay more than $140 million in cash and
adopt diversity programs predicted to cost an additional $35 million.

But in all of the public statements made in the last few weeks by
Texaco Chairman Peter Bijur about eradicating racial discrimination, there has
been no mention of religious discrimination, said the two Jewish scientists
and their attorneys. Joel Aurnou, one of the attorneys, said that at Texaco,
‘‘the same attitude prevailed toward black and Jewish employees.

““All the ‘jellybeans’ are going to stay at the bottom of the bag,’’ he
said, referring to the term used by Texaco executives in the secretly-taped
conversation when they talked about black employees.

In that tape, one senior executive said, to the laughter of his
colleagues, “‘I'm still having trouble with Chanukah. Now we have
Kwanzaa,”” referring to an African-American December holiday.

Another former Texaco employee, Alec Rosen, who worked in the
company’s Latin America division in Miami and has nothing to do with the
lawsuit, also said in an interview that he was routinely harassed because of
his Jewishness.

Texaco spokesman Christopher Gidez said it was company policy nat
to comment on pending litigation, but he did say in a telephone interview
from the company’s headquarters in White Plains, N.Y., *“We regard charges
of widespread anti-Semitism in the company as unsubstantiated.’’

Gidez said that since 1990, Texaco has operated a confidential toll-
free phone line for employees to use if they feel they cannot go to their
supervisors with complaints. '

Pasternak said he had never heard about such a policy. In addition,
both he and Kramer said their direct boss, Mahmoud Kablaoui, instructed
them not to complain at a higher level about the problems they were having.

Pasternak had been with the company for 14 years and had been
honored repeatedly by Texaco for inventing the products and processes that
were awarded 30 of the 50 patents obtained by his division.

Kramer, who worked for Texaco for four years, had also developed
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products that were publicly honored by the oil giant.
Despite Texaco’s public recognition of their professional
achievements, Kramer and Pasternak were fired ostensibly
because of poor performance evaluations.

As it has done with the lawsuit filed by blacks,
Texaco is claiming that it cannot find key documents
requested by the plaintiffs’ attorneys.

The 70 missing documents in this case include
Pasternak’s daily work logs for his last two years, said
Irwin Echtman, the other attorney.

Kramer and Pasternak, neither of whom have found
new jobs, began their action against Texaco shortly after
they were fired. The first step was to get permission from
the Equal Employment Opportunities Commission to
proceed with the civil lawsuit, which took more than a
year.

Kramer said in the interview that he had been
working at Texaco only a few days when one of his
supervisors, John Reale, handed him a copy of C.S. Lewis’
religious polemic, ‘‘Mere Christianity,”” and instructed him
to read it.

““He said we would discuss the book, and kept
telling me about his religious epiphanies, that I should raise
my family to be good Christians,”’ Kramer said.

Reale would often discuss his religious beliefs at
staff meetings, according to the lawsuit.

Reale was the division’s top researcher and “‘in a
position to very strongly guide’’ Kramer’s career, Echtman
said.

When Kramer complained to Craig Bartels, his
group leader and the manager in charge of evaluating his
performance, Bartels also told him that it would be good
for him to be Christian, Kramer said.

Not long afterward Kramer found paper torn in the
shape of a cross on his chair and, later, a biography of
Hitler with a bottle of the potentially deadly medicine
phenocbarbital on his desk.

Pasternak had a similar experience with Reale, with
whom he shared a small office for two years.

In 1993, Reale gave Pasternak a Christian Bible,
with an inscription that read, ‘‘May Yahweh reveal himself
to you as He did to your father Abraham.”’ He later gave
him a Hebrew-language edition of the Christian Bible.

Reale did not return phone messages secking
comment and Bartels could not be reached.

While this was going on, said Pasternak and
Kramer, they were being harassed by Kablaoui, their direct
supervisor who was the third-ranking executive at the
research facility.

Kablaoui was born in pre-1948 Palestine and raised
in a refugee camp in Southemn Lebanon.

His brother became an aide to Palestinian leader
Yasser Arafat.

He was spitting in my face’
Shortly after the Gulf War began and after his

brother was assassinated while standing next to Arafat,
Kablaoui’s dislike of Jews began manifesting itself in
actions as well as in words, according to the lawsuit.

Kablaoui, who is still working at the research

facility but has been reassigned, did not return messages
left at his home and office.

In 1994 Kablaoui asked Kramer to run a seminar
for the staff about his projects. Several minutes into the
presentation, Kablaoui got up and, without a word, left the
room, Kramer said.

‘“‘He had not done anything like that before to
anyone else. It was like he was spitting in my face,”
Kramer said, his face reddening as he recalled the incident.

‘“He was letting other people know his attitude toward
me.”’
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It was at that time that the Hitler book and pheno-
barbital were put on his desk, said Kramer.

The Soviet emigre said he was afraid to approach
his superiors. In the former Soviet Union, “‘Jewish people
could not complain, could not voice their opinions,”” he
said, adding, ‘‘Texaco reminded me of the former Soviet
Union.”

Echtman, the attorney, said there could be a
relationship between the Saudi Arabian stake in the
company and the acceptance of Kablaoui’s behavior.

Half of Texaco’s gas stations, refining and market-
ing facilities east of the MississippiRiver are owned by the
Saudi government, according to sources at Texaco. But no
matter what the reason, the culture at Texaco ‘‘was that
you keep your mouth shut and don’t complain or you’ll get
hit very hard for it,”” Echtman said.

Russian security aide may be ousted
By Lev Krichevsky

MOSCOW (JTA) — Russian President Boris
Yeltsin may soon oust a semior security official who
recently admitted to possessing dual Russian-Israeli
citizenship.

According to a Kremlin source, Yeltsin believes
that the reputation of Boris Berezovsky, a bus-
inessman-turned-politician, was seriously damaged by the
recent scandal that erupted when it was reported that he
had applied for and received Israeli citizenship.

Berezovsky, who in the early 1990s made a fortune
in the automobile business, was appointed deputy secretary
of Russia’s National Security Council in October.

Within weeks, reports surfaced in the Moscow
press that he had been a citizen of the Jewish state since
1993. _

Berezovsky denied at the time that he had dual
citizenship and said he would sue the newspapers for libel.

But he later admitted to reporters that he had
indeed at one time possessed an Israeli passport, adding
that he had requested that the passport be annulled after he
was appointed to the security council.

According to a Russian law that Yeltsin signed this
summer, no Russian can be employed in government
service if he or she possesses a second citizenship. O

Herzog’'s son suspected of bribery
By Naomi Segal

JERUSALEM (JTA) — Arrest warrants have been
issued In France against Yoel Herzog, son of former Isracli
President Chaim Herzog, and his partner Nissim Goan for
allegedly offering bribes in exchange for obtaining building
permits for a hotel they own in Cannes.

In a case widely reported in the French media, the
hotel manager allegedly offered the mayor of Cannes
$300,000 on behalf of the two, in exchange for permits to
expand the casino in the hotel. O

New Jordanian airline soars to Haifa
By Naomi Segal

JERUSALEM (JTA) — A Jordanian airliner landed
last week in Haifa, marking the inauguration of an air
service that will link the northern Israeli city with the
Jordanian capital of Amman.

Regularly scheduled flights on Royal Wings, a
subsidiary of the national carrier Royal Jordanian, will
begin in a few weeks, Jordanian officials said.

The officials added that the carrier would fly twice
a week between Amman and Haifa. Since April, planes
have been flying between Tel Aviv and Amman. g




.l'” December 3, 1996

NEWS ANALYSIS

Egypt displays two faces

in latest dealings with israel
By Gil Sedan

JERUSALEM (JTA) — For months now, Egypt
has been conducting a double-faced diplomatic strategy.

In its dealings with the Arab world, where it wants
to preserve its dominant status, Cairo is aggressive toward
Israel.

In the delicate negotiations between Israel and the
Palestinians over the long-delayed redeployment in Hebron,
for example, Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak keeps
telling Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat not to show any
flexibility.

The hard-line stance also serves domestic interests,
since Egypt has a sizable fundamentalist opposition to keep
at bay. ~
With this in mind, Mubarak tolerates an Egyptian
media posture that has grown increasingly abusive toward
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, frequently comparing
him to Hitler.

The Egyptian newspaper Al-Mussawar, for exam-
ple, recently said of Netanyahu, ‘‘His comments are
disgusting and his odor stinks.”

The newspaper added that Netanyahu heads a
“country of plastic that would have collapsed without
American protection.”’

But Egypt sometimes presents a milder face.

When dealing with the world at large, particularly
the United States — from which Egypt gets $2.1 billion in
annual aid — Egypt strives to maintain its image as a
stable middle-of-the-road country that blocks negative
trends in the region.

The two faces of Egypt, on repeated display since
Netanyahu was elected in May, were apparent most
recently in connection with the weekend meeting of the 22-
nation Arab League in Cairo.,

Mubarak blames Netanyahu

In the days leading up to Sunday’s meeting,
Mubarak warned that Israel’s policy of settlement expan-
sion was posing a threat to Middle East peace.

Mubarak likewise blamed Netanyahu for the delay
in reaching an agreement for implementing the Hebron
redeployment.

But it was also Egypt that blocked a Syrian
proposal that Arab nations suspend all relations with the
Jewtish state.

Instead, the session ended with the group’s ambas-
sadors issuing a relatively mild statement saying that Israeli
plans to expand existing settlements could ‘‘torpedo the
peace process.”’

But there was also a harsher note sounded by the
Egyptians.

Esmat Abdel-Meguid, the Egyptian secretary-
general of the league, called on the U.N. Security Council
to impose sanctions on Israel as punishment for its settle-
ment policy.

Also on the UN. front, Egypt is co-sponsoring a
resolution that is sharply critical of Israel’s treatment of the
Palestinian people.

The resolution calls for ‘‘restitution and full
compensation” to the Palestinian people for the “‘exploita-
tion by Israel, the occupying Power, of the natural re-
sources of the occupied Palestinian territory, including
Jerusalem, and other Arab territories occupied by Israel
since 1967.”

The resolution is expected to be submitted shortly
to the UN. General Assembly.

This, combined with other recent developments
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among Arab countries, prompted Israeli intelligence sources
to state this week that they have identified ‘‘an orchestrated
effort to isolate Israel in the world.”

Foreign Minister David Levy responded to this
assessment by saying that the Arab leaders were playing a
““very dangerous’’ game of brinkmanship that threatened
““stability in the Middle East.”

Despite the sharp criticisms of Israel emanating
from Cairo, the Egyptian ambassador to Israel, Mohammed
Basiouny, said in a recent interview that there was nothing
“‘less than normal or more than normal” in Israeli-Egyp-
tian relations.

There was nothing especially surprising about his
comment.

Egypt, the first Arab country with which Israel
forged a peace treaty, has always appeared content with
maintaining little more than a ‘‘cold peace’” with the
Jewish state.

Just the same, Sunday’s meeting of the Arab
League was only the latest in a series of escalating tensions
between Israel and Egypt.

Last week, Mubarak sent a message to Netanyahu
warning that the peace agreements already signed may be
jeopardized by his policies.

He also blamed Netanyahu’s government for the
deterioration in the normalization process between Israel
and the Arab world.

Meanwhile, Basiouny denied rumors that Egypt
might recall him to protest the stalemate in the Israeli-
Palestinian negotiations.

The tensions with Egypt have provoked mixed
reactions in Israel.

Uzi Landau, the hawkish chairman of the Knesset
Foreign Affairs and Defense Committee, attacked Mubarak,
charging that he was responsible for a policy ‘‘designed to
belittle Israel.”

Defense Minister Yitzhak Mordechai met with
Basiouny this week and urged Egypt to cool its attacks
against Israel.

He also called on Egypt to act as a “bridge”
between Israel and the Arab parties to the peace process.

The strained relations with Egypt — and, by
extension, with much of the Arab world — have fueled
speculation in Israel’s political community that a national
unity government may soon be formed.

Ariel Sharon, Israel’s minister of national infra-
structure, visited the home of Labor leader Shimon Peres
on Sunday night, and sources close to the two did not deny
that they had discussed the subject.

Harbinger of difficult times

Although much of the current tensions in the
region stem from the stalemate over Hebron, 2 resolution
of that issue is not likely to improve the situation.

After Hebron there will be an even higher hurdle
to clear: the permanent-status talks.

Those talks will involve the most difficult issues
separating Israel and the Palestinians, including the future
status of Jerusalem and the question of Palestinian state-
hood.

In that context, this week’s Arab League meeting
was perhaps a harbinger of more difficult times in the
weeks and months ahead.

Arab foreign ministers were expected to discuss
further the Syrian demand for a freeze on the normalization
process with Israel at a meeting this week in Jakarta,
Indonesia.

While Egypt is putting the breaks on more extreme
measures in the Arab world for now, the time may come
when Egypt will not want — or be able — to moderate
tempers, 0
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Netanyahu okays discussions
on forming unity government
By David Landau

JERUSALEM (JTA) — Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu has given his blessing to discussions between
Labor and Likud officials aimed at the possibility of
forming a national unity government.

These discussions included a meeting Monday
between Foreign Minister David Levy and Labor’s former
Interior Minister Haim Ramon.

There was also a lengthy meeting Sunday night
between Labor leader Shimon Peres and the minister of
infrastructure, Ariel Sharon.

Rumors about the formation of a national unity
government have surfaced more than once since Netanyahu
won the May elections.

But Israeli news reports this week suggested that
Netanyahu was giving his support to the discussions at a
time when the Arab world appears to be closing ranks
against the policies of his Likud-led government.

Israel’s stalemated negotiations with the Palestin-
ians for implementing a redeployment in most of Hebron
have drawn repeated protests from wide portions of the
Arab world.

Nor are the tensions expected to subside when
Israeli and Palestinian negotiators tackle the next phase in
the peace process, the final status negotiations.

Within the domestic political arena, more talks
regarding a unity government were expected later this week
between teams of Knesset members from Labor and Likud.

Such discussions have taken place sporadically in
an effort to seek common ground on the issues due to arise
in the final status negotiations.

Labor Knesset member Yossi Beilin, a key foreign
policy strategist in the previous Labor government, said
Monday the areas of agreement in the talks with Likud
officials were “*surprisingly’’ broad.

On the Likud side, Tourism Minister Moshe Katzav
said Monday he would support a unity government,
provided the two parties could reach accord on the Golan
Heights, which Syria wants returned as part of any peace
agreement with the Jewish state.

Katzav said he could easily see agreement with
Labor officials on the future of the West Bank, which
along with the status of Jerusalem is a key issue to be
taken up in the final status talks.

Religious parties, Meretz oppose move
The latest activity surrounding a unity government

was triggered by the Labor Party Central Committee’s
decision last week to hold leadership elections June 3.

At the same time, the committee agreed to em-
power Shimon Peres to lead the party toward a unity
government until September 1997,

This decision touched off strong opposition within
Labor itself, especially within the camp supporting former
Foreign Minister Ehud Barak’s candidacy for the leader-
ship.

This camp sees the move as a machination on
Peres’ part to stay at the party helm.

But the decision aroused the pro-unity government
forces within Likud — among them ministers who are
thoroughly disenchanted with Netanyahu’s leadership.

Finance Minister Dan Meridor said over the
weekend that he would willingly give up his portfolio to
make way for a Labor colleague in a national unity
government.

The Orthodox parties in the governing coalition
and Labor’s leftist ally, Meretz, have come out strongly
against the unity initiative. [l

Housing protesters claim
victory despite conviction
By Natalie Weinstein

Jewish Bulletin of Northern California

SAN FRANCISCO (JTA) — Twenty-seven
members of an interfaith group working on behalf of the

~ homeless were found guilty recently of trespassing on

federal property during a demonstration at San Francisco’s
Presidio.

But the Bay Area protesters, including three rabbis,
a priest, a nun and a Buddhist abbess — all members of
Religious Witness with Homeless People — said they won
a victory nonetheless.

During their day in U.S. District Court last month,
the protesters were allowed to put on the stand several
witnesses who testified against the federal government’s
plans to tear down 500-plus vacant homes.

“It was really like society was on trial,”’ said
Rabbi Zari Weiss, a co-defendant and a spiritual leader of
Berkeley’s Kehilla Community Synagogue. He said he
respected the judge “‘for allowing us to try the issue of
homelessness and how society deals with it.”

The interfaith coalition wants to transform the
structures into a housing and rehabilitation center for the
city’s 12,000 homeless residents.

The protesters were arrested on Oct. 13. After a
prayer service at Congregation Beth Sholom in San
Francisco, protesters marched to the Presidio. Up to 100 of
them entered an unlocked home in the Presidio’s Wherry
Housing Complex. U.S. Park police arrested those who
refused to leave.

The defendants, who originally pleaded not guilty,
changed the plea to no contest at the four-hour trial. U.S.
Magistrate Judge Bernard Zimmerman then allowed them
to put on the stand experts on homelessness. The govern-
ment called no witnesses.

In the end, Zimmerman sentenced each of the 27
defendants to a $75 fine or eight hours of community
service, preferably in a homeless shelter.

The group had hoped for acquittal based on the
morality of their cause. The Rev. Louis Vitale, a San
Francisco Catholic priest, testified that the group *‘went in
pilgrimage’’ to claim “‘this housing in the name of God.”

Zimmerman said he did not doubt the coalition’s
sincerity but could only rule on the factual basis of the
trespass.

““There’s arisk a civilly disobedient person takes,”
he said.

Since the National Park Service took control of the
former military base, 58 homes have been torn down at a
cost of $1.4 million.

Charges that demolition was based on bias
President Clinton recently signed legislation

creating a nonprofit trust to run the national park. The
legislation calls for the Presidio Trust to carry out the
general management plan, which includes tearing down the
other 466 homes.

Government officials have stated that lead, asbestos
and seismic problems require that the homes be demol-
ished.

But Michael Noon, a building inspector for a
nonprofit housing association, testified that he considered
these problems minimal for the Presidio homes.

“‘Generally speaking, they’re in very good shape,’
he said.

Co-defendant John Kimber said he believed the
real reason for the demolition was based on a bias rather
than the condition of the structures. “‘It’s too good for the
homeless,’’ he said. O




