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79th Year

® Israel dropped a demand for written
guarantees that its troops be allowed
to chase suspects into Palestinian-con-
trotled areas of Hebron. The move appar-
ently contributed to some progress in the
talks. [Page 4]

m |sraeli Communications Minister
Limor Livnat said the Oslo accords
would be nullified if Palestinian Author-
ity leader Yasser Arafat declared a
Palestinian state. Llivnat said that if
Arafat took such an action, she would
propose that the Israeli government immedi-
ately declare the annexation of the West
Bank and Gaza Strip. [Page 4]

m Twelve Jewish settlers met with
Palestinian Authority leader Yasser
Arafat to discuss coexistence. [Page 4]

m Former Middle East mediator Terje
Larsen resigned from the Norwegian
government amid a scandal about al-
leged irregularities in a share-option
deal from which he profited 10 years
ago. Larsen helped broker the 1993 peace
pact between Israel and the Palestinians.

m Switzerland's upper house of Parlia-
ment voted for a sweeping study of
Swiss financial dealings with Nazi
Germany and the fate of Jewish wealth
stashed in Swiss banks during the
Holocaust. The measure added a provision
to protect the identities of people named in
the study.

u Norway's foreign minister said the
Norwegian people were “shocked to
learn” that Jewish property from the
Holocaust had not been returned and
that restitution “was long overdue.” He
spoke at the closing session of the World
Jewish Congress gathering in Oslo, where
Jewish officials from around the world had
gathered to discuss restitution issues.

m World Jewish Congress Secretary
General Israel Singer went to Sweden
to meet with Sweden'’s foreign minister
to discuss restitution issues. Singer
joined the head of the Swedish Jewish
community, Shlomo Berlinger, in asking the
government to set up an independent in-
quiry to look into the banks accounts of
Holocaust victims and Nazi money.

FOCUS ON ISSUES _
Reconstructionist movement
‘buoyed’' by survey findings

By Debra Nussbaum Cohen

NEW YORK (JTA) — In this age of free-market religious choice and
surging assimilation, the organized Jewish community has had legitimate
cause for concern: The number of people who identify and marry as Jews and
are raising their children as engaged Jews is shrinking.

A new survey of Reconstructionist Jews, however, finds that
Judaism’s youngest and smallest mainstream movement has positive news to
convey. ‘‘Voluntaristic Judaism works,”” according to Rabbi Mordechai
Liebling, executive director of the J ewish Reconstructionist Federation, which
commissioned the study.

“We encourage an adult, thinking Judaism,”” he said during a recent
interview here. “*And exposing people to a rich meaningful Jewish life and
allowing them to bring their full cognitive faculties to bear leads them to
choose to be more observant and want to learn more.

“ Assimilation is a two-way street. Some people move further away
but some people move closer’” to Judaism, said Liebling, who described
himself as ‘‘buoyed’” by the findings.

The Reconstructionist movement is one with its doors flung wide
open to embrace a broad range of people: the intermarried and their children;
women; and gay and lesbian Jews.

It has broken with what have long been normative Jewish practices
and was the first to introduce changes that have subsequently proven to be
among the most significant modifications made by the Reform and Conserva-
tive movements.

The 1996 survey of 1,324 Reconstructionist-affiliated households
found that respondents cited the movement’s inclusive approach to Jewish life
as the main reason they had joined their congregations. Among the major
findings:

« Seventy-one percent of respondents said a sense of warmth at

services and other congregational events was very important to their decision

to join a Reconstructionist congregation.

« Sixty-five percent said it was very important to them to be part of
a congregation committed to being as inclusive as possible.

« Sixty-five percent said it was very important to be part of a
congregation committed to egalitarianism.

» Fifty-four percent said they joined because the congregation was
committed to ongoing study and learning.

‘ « Thirty-four percent of respondents said that they keep kosher,
compared with 24 percent of Conservative Jews, according to a recent
Conservative movement study.

« A plurality — 31 percent — said they knew ‘‘hardly anything’’
about Reconstructionism when they joined the movement. Just 13 percent said
that they knew a lot..

+ In 41 percent of responding households, at least one adult has
earned a Ph.D. or medical or law degree.

« Fifty-two percent of respondents were raised in Conservative homes.

-Impact larger than its size

The Reconstructionist movement’s impact on Jewish life has always
been larger than its size, Liebling said.

““We are to the Jews what Jews are to Christian America in terms of
our size relative to our influence.”

Ninety congregations and havurot are affiliated with the movement
and together, they have between 40,000 and 50,000 members.

About 20 of the congregations are havurot, smaller prayer and study
groups in which there is less likely to be a rabbi leading the community. The
rest are synagogues.

The first Reconstructionist synagogue, the Society for the Advance-
ment of Judaism, was founded by Rabbi Mordecai Kaplan in the early 1920s.
In 1986 there were 52 Reconstructionist congregations.

Kaplan defined Judaism as an evolving civilization. He put great
emphasis on egalitarianism, education, Jewish arts and culture, and decision-
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making by consensus rather than by directive. Recon-
structionism regards Jewish law, or halachah, as something
to inform policy rather than to dictate it.

In 1922, Kaplan was the first to introduce the Bat
Mitzvah, the girls’ coming of age ceremony. He began
counting women in a minyan in the late 1920s, according
to Liebling. The Reform movement followed years later.
Much later, the Conservative movement, in the 1980s, put
egalitarianism into practice.

In the late 1960s, when Reconstructionism was
developing as a full-fledged synagogue movement, it
adopted a policy of patrilineal descent, or defining as
Jewish the child of a Jewish mother or a Jewish father, as
long as the child is raised Jewish. The Reform movement
adopted the same policy in the early 1980s, while the
Conservative movement opposes it.

The Reconstructionist movement was also the first
to adopt a policy of ordaining openly gay and lesbian Jews,
which it did in the mid-1980s.

The new study found that Reconstructionist couples
in which one partner is not Jewish are more committed to
giving their child a Jewish education — nearly 75 percent
— than in-married or conversionary couples.

Sixty-nine percent of couples where both partners
were born Jewish have their kids in Reconstructionist
schools, as do 62 percent of couples where one partner
converted to Judaism.

Other findings related to intermarriage include:

* One-third of responding couples had one partner
not born Jewish.

» Fifty-two percent of the responding couples
younger than 40 involve a partner not born as a Jew, a
figure that mirrors the general findings of the 1990 Na-
tional Jewish Population Study.

* In couples where one partner was born Jewish
and the other was not, about 40 percent of the non-Jews
have converted to Judaism.

In the American Jewish population in general, this
is true in only 12 percent of the cases.

4

Policies are absolutely vindicated’
“Intermarried members feel very welcome in our

congregations and the fact that we don’t discriminate
against their children has led to them wanting to be
engaged with Jewish life,”’ said Liebling.

“Our policies are absolutely vindicated in that a
very high percentage of these folks are raising their
children Jewishly.”

The movement is struggling, however — as is the
Reform movement — with the role of non-Jews in the
ritual and policy-making life of the congregation, Liebling
said. He said the movement is preparing a position paper
on the topic that will be circulated to its member syna-
gogues for discussion this winter.

Though the movement is currently expanding the
education it provides to its member families — it now has
22 supplementary schools connected with its congregations,
compared with nine just five years ago — one of the areas
in which survey respondents indicated dissatisfaction was
in the educational opportunity offered to post-Bar and Bat
Mitzvah teens.

Social action was also low on the respondents’ list
of reasons for wanting to be part of the Reconstructionist
movement, something that concemed Liebling.

“That says to me that our congregations aren’t
doing enough in realm of ‘tikkun olam’ to attract people
for that reason,”’ Liebling said, using the Hebrew phrase
for repairing the world.

“It’s an unhealthy trend that Jews are not seeing
synagogues as a place from which to improve the world,”’
he said. O
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Jewish court of law rules
against local 20A faction
By Cynthia Mann

NEW YORK (JTA) — A Jewish court of law has
ruled that a faction of the Pittsburgh chapter of the Zionist
Organization of America had no right to disaffiliate from
its national organization.

The Beit Din’s decision appears to be the culmina-
tion of a particularly acrimonious battle over differences
among the group’s members about the Middle East peace
process and the appropriate role of an American Zionist
organization.

Those difference reached a head in April, when the
executive committee of ZOA’s Pittsburgh Zionist District
voted to dissociate from the national ZOA and establish the
Zionist Organization of Pittsburgh.

The local ZOA's then-president, Dr. Harry
Palkovitz, said his organization was committed to “‘support
the duly elected government of Israel,”” which was then led
by the Labor Party.

But, Palkovitz wrote in a letter to members, “‘our
national leadership has chosen to disagree with some of
Israel’s stands, which has made us very uncomfortable.”’

Those members opposed to the disaffiliation, who
were strongly supported by ZOA’s national president,
Morton Kliein, called the move a hijacking by a group of
dissidents.

Klein was a vocal critic of some aspects of the
Labor government’s peace polices.

A meeting in May, which drew members of both
factions, resulted in the election of a slate of officers that
represented the Klein camp.

Subsequently, the breakaway group was sued in
civil court by the ZOA’s local members for the return of
the building and other assets. Both sides eventually agreed
to transfer the case to a religious court.

The Beit Din ruling this week rendered the break-
away action void and the May elections valid.

It ordered the Zionist Organization of Pittsburgh,
the breakaway group, to vacate its building and return it
and most other assets to the Pittsburgh Zionist District of
the Zionist Organization of America.

For Klein, the results of the Beit Din “‘vindicated
ZOA’s position that the vote to secede was illegal and that
the Pittsburgh ZOA House was to be used by the Pitts-
burgh ZOA chapter and no other dissident group.”

He also said the decision made it clear ‘‘that the
funds that had been raised by the Pittsburgh ZOA chapter
should remain the property of ZOA.”’

The current president of the breakaway group, Dr.
Stanley Hirsch, said his members had slated a meeting next
week to decide whether to continue their association.

““We’re very disappointed,”” he said, ‘‘but the
decision has been made and we’ll abide by it.” O

House arrest for 2 border police
By Naomi Segal

JERUSALEM (JTA) — The Jerusalem Magistrates
Court has ordered that two border police charged with
beating Palestinians be released from police custody and
placed under house arrest.

David Ben Abu and Tsahi Shmaya, who were
recently videotaped beating Palestinians at a roadblock
north of Jerusalem, were charged this week with aggra-
vated assault and abuse of power.

The court ordered Tuesday that they be released on
bail of more than $5,000 each. The court imposed strict
conditions on their house arrest, including a prohibition on
their speaking to each other. U
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BEHIND THE HEADLINES

Belarus Jews express concern
over new powers for president
By Lev Krichevsky

MOSCOW (JTA) — A controversial referendum
giving Belarus President Alexander Lukashenko virtually
unlimited powers has heightened the feeling of uncertainty
among many of the country’s Jews.

“The situation is very unclear,”” said Boris
Ozersky, director of the Belarus Association of Jewish
Organizations and Communities.

For now, many in the community are taking a
wait-and-see approach.

“Jewish history has shown that we should be
extremely careful in expressing ourselves at such points,”
he said, adding, ‘‘We are trying to watch the situation from
the outside.”

Lukashenko, a former collective farm director,
claimed overwhelming victory in Sunday’s constitutional
referendum.

The 41-year-old president announced that his new
version of the constitution was now in effect after the
Central Election Commission said he won the support of
70.5 percent of the voters.

Lukashenko’s version would extend his term in
office by two years to November 2001 and would
strengthen his hand in a newly restructured Parliament.

The referendum returns were not a surprise for
Belarus Jews.

*“The results were quite predictable,” Yevgeny
Rabinovich said in a telephone interview.

Rabinovich, head of the community’s
anti-Semitism monitoring group, said that while some of
the votes might have been falsified, the results largely
reflected the mood of Belarus society.

Belarus has been experiencing severe economic
crisis since the 1991 collapse of the Soviet Union. Unlike
most of the other former Soviet republics, there has been
little hope there that the situation would improve soon.

What happens next in the country of 10.4 million,
perched between Russia and Poland, appears to be up to
Lukashenko.

Although many are concerned about the future, the
Jews of Belarus, estimated at about 100,000, are not
monolithic in their political views.

“Like the non-Jews, the older and the younger
generations of Belarus Jews voted differently in the
referendum,” Rabinovich said, referring to the public
opinion polls showing that the older citizens of Belarus
were largely supportive of Lukashenko.

‘A Russian chauvinist’

Some Jewish leaders seemed hesitant to speak
about the possible consequences of this week’s vote.

“It’s very hard to predict what happens tomor-
row,”” Yakov Basin, a veteran of the Jewish movement
said in a telephone interview from the Belarus capital of
Minsk.

Basin called Lukashenko,
pro-Russian, ‘‘a Russian chauvinist.”

““Politically, Lukashenko is very close to [Russia’s
ultranationalist leader Vladimir] Zhirinovsky,’’ said Basin.

Zhirinovsky was the first Moscow political figure
to meet with Lukashenko right after the latter was elected
president two years ago.

“‘Russian chauvinism and anti-Semitism always
come together,”” said Basin. ‘““When Lukashenko has
unlimited powers, his sympathies will eventually come to
the surface.”’

In an interview last year with a German newspaper,

who is strongly
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Lukashenko expressed praise for Hitler’s economic poli-
cies. He later downplayed his remark. ,
Meanwhile, Belarus Jewry has received very little
support from the state when it comes to reviving Jewish
culture and traditions. The government has shown no
interest in developing the culture of minorities, Basin said,
adding that “‘the situation is the same with Polish or
Ukrainian minorities.”’ O

New Russian Jewish groups
will get government funding
By Lev Krichevsky

MOSCOW (JTA) — Russian Jewish groups are
taking advantage of a new law to obtain government
funding for communal activities.

As a result of legislation passed by the Russian
Parliament in May, minority groups across the country
have won the right to form bodies known as local autono-
mies.

The two Jewish autonomies formed here last week
will deal with community-based programs such as starting
a Jewish day school or a folk-dance group.

The groups, formed under the auspices of the
Va’ad and of the Russian Jewish Congress, will be eligible
for municipal funding. :

Most of Moscow’s 59 Jewish organizations sent
representatives to one or the other of the two new group-
ings. .

Va’ad, the Jewish Confederation of Russia, was
formed in 1989 as the first umbrella organization to
represent Jewish interests. During the last two years,
however, it has lost much of its influence among local
communities.

The RJC, created earlier this year by some of
Russia’s most prominent Jewish bankers and businessmen,
has recently started building its own nationwide structure.

The two groups have traditionally avoided joint
activities, both on the local and on the federal level.

Nonetheless, leaders of Va’ad and the RJC said
they believed that their two autonomies in Moscow, along
with other as yet to be created regional autonomies in other
parts of Russia, will eventually merge into one nationwide
organization. :

RJC Executive Vice President Alexander Osovisov
expressed confidence that one day ““we will have one
federal Jewish autonomy.”” The federal autonomy would be
involved in national Jewish projects, such as preparing
school textbooks, starting newspapers or television stations,
and organizing art festivals.

The legislation passed in May not only grants state
recognition to Jews and other minority groups to preserve
their traditions, culture and languages.

The law also *‘obliges the authorities to financially
support various programs’ serving minorities’ cultural
needs, said Andrei Pozdnyakov, a deputy in the Ministry
of Nationalities.

Jewish leaders would not -estimate how much
financial assistance they might receive from government
sources.

Mikhail Chlenov, Va’ad’s president, said that ““it
would be a significant help’’ if the government allocated
$500,000 for various Jewish programs. More important
than the funding that might be provided under the new law,
Chlenov believed, was the fact that it granted official
recognition to the Russian Jewish autonomies.

Osovtsov agreed, saying, ‘“We shouldn’t overrate
the financial aspect of the law.”’

More important, Jewish officials say, the state
recognition granted by the law could encourage the
building of a Jewish communal structure. ]
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Russian official visits
Jewish group in America
By Cynthia Mann

NEW YORK (JTA) — Former Russian Security
Chief Alexander Lebed told a group of Jewish leaders here
last week that he is not an anti-Semite.

Lebed, who was fired from his post in October by
Russian President Boris Yeltsin and who has his own
presidential aspirations, paid a call on members of the
Conference of Presidents of Major American Jewish
Organizations.

““1 am not, have never been and never will be an
anti-Semite,”” the former general said, according to
Malcolm Hoenlein, executive vice chairman of the um-
brella organization.

Lebed made the comments following reports of
anti-Semitic remarks he claimed were taken out of context.

During a wide-ranging discussion, Lebed said he
wanted to see friendship and expanded trade relations
between Russia and Israel, as well as a separation of
church and state in Russia.

He said that ‘“‘hope has almost died’’ in Russia in
the past few years and that “*people aren’t trained for what
it means to be free in a democracy.’’ He also said that with
Russia’s past sacrifices in the fight against fascism,
ultranationalism could not flourish.

Lebed, a former general, came in third in Russia’s
recent presidential race with 15 percent of the vote. He
threw his support to Yeltsin in the subsequent runoff in
exchange for the top security post.

Said Hoenlein of Lebed: ‘‘Clearly, he wants to
establish a relationship and he considers this an important
constituency.”’

““He made a case in his defense,”” he added, ““but
it is too early to draw conclusions.” O

Question of Palestinian state
rises as talks on Hebron persist
By Naomi Segal

JERUSALEM (JTA) — The controversy over a
future Palestinian state rises once again.

Israel’s communications minister said this week
that Isracl should annex the West Bank and Gaza if
Palestinian Authority leader Yasser Arafat declared the
establishment of an independent Palestinian state in two
years.

“T will propose imposing Israeli sovereignty over
Judea, Samaria and Gaza in the event of such an action,”
Communications Minister Limor Livnat told the Knesset,
using the biblical terms for the territories.

Earlier this month, Arafat said he would declare a
state when the interim phase of self-rule defined in the
accords with Israel ends.

Livnat’s remarks came as Israeli and Palestinian
negotiators reportedly made progress in negotiations over
a redeployment agreement in Hebron.

They also came as tensions over Jewish settlement
activity in the territories escalated.

On Sunday, hundreds of Palestinian motorists
blocked an intersection approaching the isolated Jewish
settlement of Netzarim in the Gaza Strip. And on Tuesday,
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu paid his first
official visit to two West Bank Jewish settlements and said
Israel would adhere to his policy of expanding existing
settlements in the West Bank and Gaza Strip.

Livnat, who was responding on behalf of the
government during a plenum discussion Wednesday, said
she was expressing her personal views in the proposal to
annex the territories. But she said it was the government’s
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position that such a declaration by Arafat would be a total
violation of the agreements signed with Israel, and would
nullify the whole deal.

Netanyahu has ruled out the formation of a Pales-
tinian state.

Permanent-status tatks, which will determine the
political entity of the Palestinians, have not resumed since
the Likud leader assumed power in June.

Those talks had a symbolic opening in May 1996
under the previous government.

Meanwhile, in the talks on the redeployment of
Israeli forces in Hebron, Israel has reportedly agreed to
drop its demand for written guarantees that its troops
would be able to pursue terrorists into Palestinian self-rule
areas.

A senior aide to Netanyahu said that instead, Israel
had agreed to the same terms for troop movements in
Hebron as those that apply to other West Bank and Gaza
Strip areas under Palestinian self-rule. The signed accords
are vague with regard to the conditions under which Israeli
soldiers can chase Palestinian terrorists, after a violent
incident, into areas under full Palestinian control.

For their part, the Palestinians reportedly agreed to
a larger buffer zone between Jewish and Arab areas of the
city — a move that would also lengthen the distance
between the Jewish enclave of 450 settlers in Hebron and
Palestinian police armed with rifles. 0

Jewish settlers reach out
in meeting with Yasser Arafat
By Naomi Segal

JERUSALEM (JTA) — A group of Jewish settlers
met secretly with Palestinian Authority leader Yasser
Arafat this week to discuss tolerance and joint business
projects.

During the 90-minute meeting in Bethlehem, Arafat
welcomed the participants and stressed that the recognition
of Palestinian rights was the only way to peaceful coexis-
tence.

““There have always been Jews among us and we
have lived as good neighbors,”” he was quoted as saying.
“While we spoke mainly about economic dialogue, this
depends on recognition of the political rights of the
Palestinian people.”

David Bedein, a resident of Efrat who participated
in the meeting, said it was prompted by an interest in
tourism and business on both sides. He said many Palestin-
ians in the business community who had been approached
by their Jewish counterparts were unwilling to pursue
contacts without the go-ahead from Arafat.

Bedein said it made sense for Jews and Palestinians
to work together in tourism, especially in areas between
Bethlehem and Hebron, which have numerous Jewish,
Christian and Muslim holy sites.

The meeting also addressed political issues, Bedein
said.

He said the group of settlers, which included
residents from Hebron and Kiryat Arba, asked, ‘“When will
he say something in favor of the peace process,”’ given
““all the incitement he has expressed to the Arab public?”’

He added that regardless of the difficulties in the
political process, he believed that economic ties could
flourish. *‘You can do business with your neighbor, even
if you hate your neighbor,”” he told Israel Radio.

Among those who attended the meeting was
Yehuda Wachsman, whose son Nachshon was kidnapped
and killed by members of the Islamic fundamentalist
Hamas movement two years ago. Wachsman said he sought
Arafat’s support in establishing a center to teach tolerance
among Jews and Arabs. O




