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79th Year

m The U.S. Justice Department initi-
ated deportation proceedings in Detroit
against Ferdinand Hammer, a Nazi war
criminal whose U.S. citizenship was
stripped in May. Hammer, now 74, was
a guard at the Auschwitz and Sachsenhau-
sen concentration camps.

® The Board of Governors of the Jew-
ish Agency for Israel concluded its
meetings in Jerusalem after approving
a $400 million bhudget for 1997. The
board also approved a strategic planning
process to define the future goals of the
agency, which is now in the midst of a
five-year fiscal recovery and reform pro-
gram.

m United Nations Secretary-General
Boutres Boutros-Ghali summoned five
Jewish leaders to rebut published char-
ges that he was connected with Louis
Farrakhan's recent rally in New York.
[Page 3]

W Acting U.S. Trade Representative
Charlene Barshefsky said the Clinten
administration would oppose Saudi
Arabia's application for membership in
the World Trade Organization if Riyadh
continues to participate in the Arab
League’s hoycott of Israel.

m U.S. Rep. Charles Schumer (D-N.Y.)
plans to introduce legislation in the
next Congress that would prevent con-
victed criminals from applying for peliti-
cal asylum to prevent deportation from
the United States. The move comes in the
wake of the fourth appeal for asylum from
Hillal Mouhammed, who in 1994 assisted in
hiding evidence related to the murder of a
Chasidic student on a bus on New York
City's Brooklyn Bridge.

® Russian Foreign Minister Yevgeny
Primakov tried to reassure Israeli lead-
ers that Syria had no intentions of
striking at Israel. [Page 2]

®m A senior Israeli military official
came under fire from certain coalition
members after Israeli media reported
that he had recently met with opposi-
tion leader and former Prime Minister
Shimon Peres and former Minister
Yossi Beilin. [Page 3]

BEHIND THE HEADLINES

Israeli women concerned
about drop in Knesset seats
By Michele Chabin

JERUSALEM (JTA) — Although several interest groups, from
immigrants to settlers, gained considerable ground in Israel’s recent national
elections, one large and potentially powerful group — the country’s women
— experienced a setback.

Instead of improving on the 12 seats they held in the previous
Knesset, women filled only nine parliamentary slots after the May 29
election, which brought Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu to power.

As a result, say women’s groups and Knesset members, it will almost
certainly be more difficult to pass women’s rights legislation.

““Let’s face it. The public agenda is set by those in power, and we do
not have appropriate representation in the government,”’ says Leslie Sachs,
director of the Isracl Women’s Network. ‘With fewer women in the Knesset,
it will be that much harder to promote women’s issues.’’

Knesset member Naomi Chazan of the secularist Meretz Party
concurs, saying, ‘‘Our numbers just dropped 25 percent, and it has to have
an impact.”’ _

““The problem is exacerbated by the fact that of the nine women
MKs, only three are in the coalition, with the rest in the opposition,” she
says. ‘‘Before, that number was reversed. We have less power than we used
to.”’

Likud Knesset member Naomi Blumenthal disagrees.

*T can’t deny that having only nine women in the Knesset could hurt
our efforts, but I’'m not worried about the influence of the religious parties or
the fact that this is a Likud government,”” she says.

By all accounts, the dozen women who served in the previous
Knesset accomplished a great deal, though they had accounted for just
one-tenth of the Knesset’s 120 members.

It will be hard to match their accomplishments during this term,”
Sachs says. “One of their greatest achievements was creating the Committee
on the Status of Women, a cross-party committee that finally put women’s
issues on the national agenda.”

Sachs credits the female parliamentarians for “‘putting aside their
political differences, and there were many, to pursue common goals.”’

According to Sachs, they brought to public attention the problems of
older women, of gay women and of ‘‘agunot,”” women unable to get a
divorce from their husbands. They also got the public to think about domestic
violence and discrimination against women in the army. :

“They amended the law against domestic violence, as well as the
Equal Pay for Equal or Comparable Work Law, and Israeli women are
already reaping the benefits,”” says Sachs.

Fears that gains will be nullified

At least some female Knesset members fear that under the new
government, women’s issues will no longer get a fair hearing. While all agree
that their decreased numbers will limit their power, those in the opposition
also anticipate resistance from the Knesset’s religious parties, which increased
their representation to 23 seats from 16 in the previous Knesset.

““Mr. Netanyahu depends on the religious and flatters them,” says
Labor Knesset member Dalia Itzik. <“These elements believe a woman’s place
is in the home. There isn’t a single woman MK from the religious parties,
and 1 think that says something. Limor Livnat [of Likud] is the only woman
government minister, and I think that says something, too.

“I’m afraid the positive steps that we were able to take in the past
will be nullified.” ‘

Chazan of Meretz agrees. .

““The real difference in this new Knesset is the very high proportion
of Orthodox and ultra-Orthodox MKs,” she says, “‘I think it will be very
difficult to pass legislation, especially on the personal-status issues of
marriage and divorce — which are the purview of the religious establishment
— without a certain degree of flexibility’” on the part of Knesset members.

Yael Dayan, a longtime Labor Knesset member, fears that ““it’s not
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only women’s issues that could be adversely affected. I'm
concerned that under a right-wing government, all human
rights issues will cease to be a priority. Women’s rights are
human rights.”’ '

But the Likud’s Blumenthal does not share the
fears of her Knesset colleagues,

““Since the founding of the state, there has always

been a certain status quo in society,”” Blumenthal says. ““If

you look back at the rulings and legislative attitude toward
wormen’s issues, you don’t see much variation with regards
to the religious parties. And I do believe that equality can
be achieved under the present government.’’

Although reluctant to dole out blame for the poor
showing among female Knesset candidates, women'’s
groups as well as Knesset members point a finger at
Israel’s electoral system. '

Marsha Roth, co-founder of the fund-raising
organization Women for Women in Politics, says, ‘‘Tradi-
tionally, there has always been a problem of women’s
representation in the government because many candidates
were — and still are — culled from military ranks, where
women rarely achieve prominence.

““Men have been groomed as candidates by other
men, and women have had a hard time breaking into the
old boys” network.”

Under the old system, Roth says, ‘“‘party leaders
would caucus and decide who would get which slot. Now,
under the new primary system, party members vote for 10,
15 or 20 slots, and ranking is based on who gets the most
votes.”’

In some parties, slots are put aside for certain
candidates, usually women, immigrants or Arabs, ‘“but it’s
not an exact science,”’ she says.

*“The Likud didn’t save enough seats for women
on its list, and Labor, which promised to keep four seats
open, shuffled everything around at the last minute.

““Meretz kept its promises, but the party didn’t win
enough seats to make the difference. The religious parties,
which gained seats, have no women MKs at all,”” Roth
says,

For women to gain a stronger political foothold the
next time around, the female parliamentarians say more
must be done to convince both the public and their own
political colleagues that women and women’s issues
deserve attention and representation.

““We must convince women that when it comes
time for them to cast 15 ballots in the primaries, it is worth
their while to vote for five or six women candidates,”” says
Dayan. ““It’s a question of education, of showing women
that without women in power, issues like the longer school
day, the minimum wage — 70 percent of minimum wage
cammers are women — and domestic violence won’t get
government attention and resources.”’

When it comes time to vote, Dayan adds, ‘‘women
must exert political pressure on their parties. They have to
say, ‘If you don’t support our issues, we won’t vote for
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Russia brings calming message
of Syria’s intent toward Israel
By Naomi Segal

JERUSALEM (JTA) — Syria is not planning a
military strike at Israel, and Russia would not support
aggression from Damascus.

This was the calming message Russian Foreign
Minister Yevgeny Primakov delivered this week during a
visit to [srael.

“l had no impression that the Syrians were
preparing any strike against Israel,”” Primakov said of his
earlier stopover in Damascus.
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““Russia is not going to support any party that uses
force,” he told reporters in Tel Aviv on Thursday after
briefing Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu on his round
of visits earlier in the week to Syria, Lebanon and Egypt.

Primakov’s visit to Israel coincided with the fifth
anniversary of the start of the Madrid peace talks co-spon-
sored by Russia and the United States.

His visit came two days after Foreign Minister
David Levy sharply criticized recently published comments
about a possible Syrian military confrontation with Israel.
Appearing before the Knesset Foreign Affairs and Defense
Committee on Tuesday, Levy said, “‘If I were on the
outside, I would think Israel is terrified.”

That same day, the Israeli daily Yediot Achronot
suggested in an editorial that an overly fearful Israeli
reaction to recent Syrian military movements near the
Golan Heights could “‘entice” Syrian President Hafez
Assad to approve a limited military strike as a means for
getting negotiations between the two countries restarted.

On Thursday, after holding talks with the Russian
minister, Levy said he had received important information
from Primakov, but he did not give details.

When asked whether the situation with Damascus
had calmed down, Levy said, ““We are working on this
matter.”’

Despite Primakov’s encouraging words, the official
Syrian media Thursday kept up its stream of accusations
against Israel, saying that it was a ‘‘government of war.’’

The Israeli daily Ha’aretz on Tuesday quoted a
senior Israel Defense Force intelligence official as dismiss-
ing recent Syrian troop movements in Lebanon as *‘part of
routine exercises they are holding.”

But the paper also reported that American satellites
had photographed in recent weeks unusual movements of
Syrian units that launch Scud surface-to-surface rockets.

Meanwhile, on the Israeli-Palestinian track, discus-
sions about implementing the long-delayed Israeli troop
redeployment in Hebron remained at a standstill at the end
of a fourth week of intensive negotiations.

After reaching agreement on civilian issues, the
sides have been trying to conclude an agreement on
security arrangements for the tense West Bank town.

Yediot reported Thursday that it had obtained a
copy of the emerging draft agreement on Hebron.

The paper said it appeared nearly identical to the
accord signed last year by the Labor govemment. Yediot
said that on some points, the new accord gave the Palestin-
ians more concessions than the old one. It said the originat
agreement would have given the Palestinian police 100
firearms, while the new one would allow them 210.

The pending conclusion of the talks has heightened
tensions in Hebron, where some 450 Jewish settlers live
among a Palestinian population of about 100,000. 1

Israel names hew envoy to Egypt
By Naomi Segal

JERUSALEM (JTA) —Israel announced this week
the appointment of a new ambassador to Egypt.

Zvi Mazel, a 30-year veteran of the Foreign
Ministry, will replace David Sultan, who returned to Isracl
in August amid reports that there were threats against his
life in Egypt. Mazel previously served as deputy director-
general for African affairs and as ambassador to Romania.

In a separate development, Israel and Egypt
renewed contacts to locate Israeli servicemen missing since
the 1973 Yom Kippur War.

Israet this week gave the Egyptians a list of 18
soldiers missing or captured during the war.

The decision to renew the search comes after
Israeli President Ezer Weizman’s recent visit to Egypt. [
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U.N. secretary-general invites
Jewish leaders to rebut charges
By Cynthia Mann

NEW YORK (JTA) — U.N. Secretary-General
Boutros Boutros-Ghali summoned five Jewish leaders to a
meeting this week to deny a reported claim that he had a
role in a recent rally of the controversial Nation of Islam.

Boutros-Ghali called the meeting Thursday to
refute allegations published in an opinion piece Wednesday
in The Wall Street Journal, according to Harris
Schoenberg, director of the Center for Public Policy of
B’nai B’rith International and director of B’nai B'’rith’s
U.N. affairs. Schoenberg was one of the five called to the
session.

The meeting comes amid U.S. opposition to
Boutros-Ghali’s candidacy for a second five-year term.

The United States has pledged to veto any reap-
pointment of the Egyptian by the U.N. Security Council,
claiming that the international body needs new leadership.

Schoenberg said Boutros-Ghali suggested that he
would welcome support from the Jewish community for his
quest, but that those present made it clear that they ““could-
n’t take sides in a political contest.”” On the other hand,
said Schoenberg, they offered to *‘set the record straight™
at any point that Boutros-Ghali “‘is not an anti-Semite.”’

Informed sources not at the meeting speculated that
the secretary-general convened it at least in part because
the implication that he is anti-Semitic strikes at his core.
Boutros-Ghali, a key architect of the Camp David accords,
is a Coptic Christian married to a Jewish woman who
converted to Christianity.

Schoenberg said the secretary-general vehemently
rejected any insinuation that he is anti-Semitic and that he
had anything to do with the arrangements for Nation of
islam leader Louis Farrakhan’s ““Day of Atonement’” rally
Oct. 16 in front of the United Nations.

The article said Farrakhan decided on the rally
location after Boutros-Ghali ‘*had his loyal Egyptian,
Palestinian and Iragi minions in the U.N. Secretariat enlist
the Libyan mission to the UN.”” persuade Farrakhan to do
so. It went on to imply that the Egyptian secretary-gen-
eral’s influence also had a role in an invitation to
Farrakhan by the U.N. Correspondents Association to hold
a news conference in the United Nations.

Schoenberg said the meeting also touched on
terrorism, Egyptian anti-Semitism, the need for Israel to
secure a place in a regional grouping at the United Nations,
from which it is now barred for political reasons, and
genocide in Africa.

Also present, he said, were Abraham Foxman,
national director of the Anti-Defamation League; Phil
Baum, executive director of the American Jewish Congress;
Leon Levy, chairman of the Conference of Presidents of
Major American Jewish Organizations; and Maicolm
Hoenlein, executive vice chairman of the Conference of
Presidents.

The Journal piece was written by Pedro Sanjuan,
president of the Institute of East-West Dynamics and a
former official in the UN. Secretariat. [

Israeli general draws fire
for meeting with opposition
By Naomi Segal

JERUSALEM (JTA) -— An Israeli general is under
fire for meeting with members of the opposition.

The flurry was prompted by the newspaper
Ma’ariv, which published photographs of Maj. Gen. Oren
Shahor, the coordinator of activities in the territories,
leaving the home of Labor leader and former Prime
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Minister Shimon Peres. Ma’ariv said Shahor had also held
recent meetings with Labor Knesset member Yossi Beilin.

The report comes amid recent charges by Likud
officials that the top military brass has a pro-Labor bias in
its orientation toward the peace process.

Under the Labor government, Shahor was closely
involved in the peace negotiations with the Palestinians.
After the change of power in the May elections, he
remained so, most recently negotiating the agreement on
civilian issues connected to a Hebron redeployment.

Coalition members protested the reported meetings.

“‘Is this how it is? Arafat meets Peres, Peres meets
Shahor in the dead of night, and then Shahor goes and
negotiates one of the most delicate issues which is tearing
this nation apart?’’ said Agriculture Minister Rafael Eitan
of the Tsomet Party.

Beilin rejected the criticism.

“Only in a fascist country could such a headline™
get such play, he told Army Radio.

Shahor’s spokesman said the meetings were social.
The spokesman said the general had personal contacts
across the political spectrum.

Senior Israel Defense Force officials and other
public figures, including some coalition members, came to
Shahor’s defense. Likud Knesset member Reuven Rivlin
called for an end to what he termed “‘this witch hunt”
against Shahor. He said it was customary for opposition
members to be briefed by senior officers and officials. U

Interior minister seeks
looser controls on guns
By Naomi Segal

JERUSALEM (JTA) — Israel’s interior minister
has decided to seek a loosening of the country’s gun
control laws.

Under a proposal issued Wednesday by Minister
Eli Suissa, the minimum age for requesting a gun license
would be lowered to 20 from 21.

Israeli civilians who had served in combat units
would automatically be granted licenses.

Suissa’s proposals would ease restrictions that had
been imposed after the assassination last year of Prime
Minister Yitzhak Rabin.

The proposal prompted criticism from a former
Isracl Defense Force chief of staff and a former police
commissioner.

“There is already enough violence in Israeli
society,”’ said former IDF Chief Dan Shomron, who added
that no good would come from ‘‘flooding the country with
more weapons.”’

Ya'acov Turner, the former national police chief,
said more lenient regulations would put more weapons in
the hands of criminals.

Dubi Gazit, who headed the ministerial commuittee
that drafted the new proposals, cited Israeli security
concerns as the basis for the change in regulations.

According to official figures last released in 1993,
300,000 Tsraeli Jews are licensed to bear weapons. O

Chief: IDF is society’s punching bag

JERUSALEM (JTA) — The Israel Defense Force
chief of staff this week bemoaned how the IDF, once the
shining pride of the nation, had become its punching bag.

Speaking Monday at a memorial for slain Prime
Minister Yitzhak Rabin, Lt. Gen. Amnon Shahak said that
as society grew increasingly materialistic and selfish, it had
become alienated from the 1DF.

Shahak’s sharp remarks came against a backdrop
of lowered morale among Israel’s fighting forces. ]
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AROUND THE JEWISH WORLD
Belarus Jews fear country
headed toward dictatorship
By Lev Krichevsky

MINSK, Belarus (JTA) — The Jews of Belarus,
like many others here, are fearful that they will have a
dictatorship by the end of the year,

A crisis broke out in the spring, when this former
Soviet republic’s president, Alexander Lukashenko,
unveiled a plan to hold a national referendum on expanding
his powers and extending his term into the next century.

In recent months, Lukashenko engaged in a bitter
struggle against Parliament over the plebiscite.

Members of Parliament have accused Lukashenko
of attempting to set up a dictatorship with a secretly
drafted constitution that would dangerously increase his
powers.

Most of the major political parties in Belarus have
called on Parliament to start impeachment procedures
against Lukashenko.

The Parliament has meanwhile drafted its own
version of questions for the referendum, which is slated for
Nov. 24. Some questions in that version deal with the
abolition of the presidency.

‘““We arc about to witness extremely serious
events,’’ said Israeli Ambassador Eliyahu Valk.

An escalation of political tensions ‘“‘could lead to
a coup d’etat, a change in the country’s leadership and
even bloodshed,”” he said.

Lukashenko, 41, has been accused by critics of
taking an increasingly authoritarian line since he was
elected the first post-Soviet leader of Belarus two years
ago. He has cracked down on the opposition and curbed
civil liberties, prompting outrage from human rights
watchers.

A former Soviet hard-liner who was a collective

farm director, he has also suspended trade unions, closed
independent newspapers and a radio station, and effectively
halted the country’s program of economic reforms. None-
theless, recent public opinion polls show that Lukashenko
still enjoys support from 44 percent of the electorate.

‘Bolshevik Revolution a holiday’

‘‘Belarus is very different from other former Soviet
republics,”” said Valk, a native of Riga, Latvia, and a
former member of the underground Zionist movement in
the Soviet Unton.

“‘Suffice it to say that Belarus is the only former
Soviet republic that celebrates the anniversary of the 1917
Bolshevik Revolution as a national holiday,” he said.

The Jewish community of Belarus, along with
many others here, has expressed concern over the current
political crisis.

Jews ‘‘cannot remain indifferent about our coun-
try’s future,”’ said Boris Ozersky, director of the Belarus
Association of Jewish Organizations and Communities.

“This is an uneasy time for both Jews and
non-Jews,”’ said Frida Reizman, chairman of Hilf, a
charitable society for former ghetto and concentration camp
prisoners.

The Jewish community of Belarus is estimated to
number about 100,000, or 1 percent of the general popula-
tion. Some 20,000 to 30,000 Jews live in the capital of
Minsk.

The Jewish community here is not monolithic in its
political sympathies. Some, especially those living in the
provinces, support the president, But most Jews are likely
to back the opposition in the plebiscite.

Many said they were afraid to express their views
openly.
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Larisa, a 20-year-old economics student from
Minsk, said she had participated in opposition rallies
several months ago.

But now, she said, ““I’'m not going to an opposition
march because I’'m really afraid that I might be expelled
from the university.”

In an interview last year with a German newspaper,
Lukashenko expressed praise for Hitler’s economic poli-
cies.

Though he later downplayed his remark and said
he felt no admiration for Hitler’s anti-Semitism, Belarus

- Jews were shocked at his comments.

Nonetheless, some Jewish leaders here felt that the
government has been supportive of the community.

“The authorities are ready to listen to our basic
needs,”’ said Ozersky, who declined to provide examples
of any government support the community was getting.

Other Jewish officials said they had little fear that
Lukashenko would harm the Jewish community.

“‘Belarus still needs to receive wide recognition on
the international arena, so they won’t harm the Jews here,”

- said Baruch Kamil, the Jewish Agency’s representative in

Belarus.

A remark by a government official supported this
view.

“The attitude toward Jews in a modern country
reflects the level of democracy in that country,”” Education
Minister Vassily Strazhev said at the opening session of an
international academic conference, ‘‘Jews in the Changing
World,”” held recently in Minsk.

In the years since Belarus became independent, the
organized Jewish community has sought to reunite people
with their Jewish roots, particularly through educational
programs.

“In the early ’90s, there was nothing, and today
we have 16 Sunday schools throughout Belarus, one Jewish
day school and a Jewish people’s university in Minsk,”
said Leonid Levin, president of the Belarus Association of
Jewish Organizations and Communities.

The Chesed Rachamim charity center, one in a
network of centers that opened across the former Soviet
Union, provides services for about 4,000 Minsk elderly and
needy Jews.

The center was opened a few years ago through the
efforts of the American Jewish Joint Distribution Commit-
tee.

F

Starting to tell the truth’
Many Jewish activities in Belarus are focused on

the theme of the Holocaust.

During World War 11, 865,000 Jews were killed in
Belarus, including 200,000 Jewish deportees from Western
and Central Europe.

““We are just starting to tell Belarus the truth about
what happened to its Jews 50 years ago,”” said Reizman, a
former internee in the Minsk ghetto.

Last year, about 4,000 Jews emigrated from
Belarus.

‘‘Many just gave up the hope that the life here will
ever change for the better,”” said Ozersky.

But at the same time, he added, ‘“Many people are
rediscovering their Jewish roots.

““Those who would not identify themselves as Jews
during Soviet times are regaining their Jewishness today.”

Some local Jews say that the Jewish community in
Belarus will cease to exist in 10 to 20 years.

““One-third is likely to emigrate, one-third will
assimilate and the rest will simply die,”” said Yakov Basin,
a communal leader from Minsk.

“Our goal is to change this ratio so that there will
be Jewish life here in the next century.” [




