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79th Year

®m The U.S. Supreme Court took on a
tax-dispute case that could have far-
reaching implications for the tax liabil-
ity of Jewish organizations across the
country. [Page 3]

B Louis Farrakhan's remarks on Jews
at his rally in New York indicated that
the Nation of Islam leader is still play-
ing the same tune. [Page 4]

® Palestinian negotiators walked out
of negotiations on the redeployment of
Israeli troops in Hebron. The walkout
came after Dennis Rass, U.S. special Mid-
dle East coordinator, departed the region
after brokering 15 days of Palestinian-
Israeli talks.

® Prime Minister Benjamin Netanya-
hu's government lost a no-confidence
vote on his economic policies — and
then continued about its business.
[Page 2]

8 French President Jacques Chirac
arrived in Israel after two days of talks
with President Hafez Assad in Syria.
Chirac came bearing the message that
France wanted a strengthened role in the
Middle East peace process and said he
backed the creation of a Palestinian state.
As the French leader reviewed an honor
guard with President Ezer Weizman, his
junior heaith minister visited the de facto
Palestine Liberation Organization headquar-
ters in eastern Jerusalem.

® President Clinton announced that he
would summen international donors to
attend a Friends of Lebanon conference
Dec. 16 in Washington. The call came
after Clinton met last week in Washington
with Lebanese Prime Minister Rafik Hariri.

B A Palestinian motorist was shot and
killed near the West Bank settlement of
Ofra. Witnesses said the attackers fired
from a car with Israeli license plates and
may have been settlers.

B Vandals desecrated more than 100
graves in the Argentine Jewish ceme-
tery in La Tablada, near Buenos Aires.
The attackers, who have not been appre-
hended, painted swastikas on some tomb-
stones and smashed others. [Page 4]

A YEAR AFTER RABIN'S DEATH [Part 1
Hopes of healing rifts in israel
after slaying remain unfulfilled
By Michele Chabin

JERUSALEM (JTA) — Since the assassination of Prime Minister
Yitzhak Rabin one year ago, little has been done to heal the rift that, many
believe, prompted the slaying in the first place.

This is the pessimistic evaluation of sociologists, political analysts and
many ordinary Israelis.

Despite predictions by many that the assassination last November and
national soul-searching that ensued would ultimately transform Israel into a
more mature and tolerant society, few Israelis seem to have internalized that
message.

With the exception of the country’s young people, many of whom
have expressed remorse for what they did or did not do prior to the
assassination, Israeli society seems as fragmented as ever as the first yahrzeit
of Rabin’s death was marked this week.

“There had been hopes that the assassination would lead to certain
sensitivities, to less acrimony between right and left, between religious and
secular, but this has not been realized,” says sociologist Steven Cohen of the
Hebrew University’s Melton Center.

According to Cohen, the only ‘‘marginal gain’’ has been society’s
““lower tolerance for extreme political speech.”

Political analyst David Makovsky says Israelis have fallen back into
the patterns of intolerance that existed before assassin Yigal Amir fired the
fatal shots.

“If anything, the assassination should have taught people what
happens when we engage in defamation of character or delegitimize others’
motives: that it can end in tragic results,”” Makovsky says. ‘‘Unfortunately,
few people seem to have learned this lesson.”

Culturally, Makovsky says, ‘‘the gap is wider than ever before. There
is a greater alienation between various segments of society. More and more,
you hear Israelis talking about two peoples — about religious and secular,
even more than about left and right.”

In any discussion of religion and politics in Israel, Makovsky says,
it is essential to realize one thing: Religion and politics usually go hand in
hand.

‘Culturally there is no middle ground’

““Notable exceptions notwithstanding, the guy who is religious tends
to be right wing, as well as Sephardi and poor, and someone secular tends to
be left wing, as well as Ashkenazi and middle class,”” he says.

The problem is that ““culturally there is no middle ground. Except in
the army, there are few places for them to meet.”

Part of this growing schism, Makovsky believes, stems from the fact
that ““people on the left, and Israelis in general, do not see Yigal Amir as a
lone gunman. They believe he sprang from a certain milieu.

“There’s the sense that somehow Amir's religious education
contributed to the killing of Rabin.

“‘People feel that any religion that could sanction such an event isn’t
for me.”

Unfortunately, Makovsky adds, ‘“you don’t see religious and secular
engaging in real debate, and this is because they don’t see the other’s position
as legitimate.

“The secular view the religious as primitives from the Dark Ages,
while the religious see the secular as devoid of values.”

Judging from interviews with people representing the two ends of the
political spectrum, their positions cross over into the religious arena as well.

““The right wing is being untreated unfairly by the left,”’ says Shmuel
Sackett, co-director of Zu Artzenu, or **This is Our Land,”” an organization
strongly opposed to territorial compromise. ‘‘It has always had a vengeance
for the right and still does.”

Asked whether Zu Artzenu or, to his knowledge, any other right-wing
organization, is interested in working toward reconciliation with the left,
Sackett says, ‘““The gap is too big. If you really believe the left is not only
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your political opponent, but bent on destroying everything
you’ve dreamt of, why bridge the gaps?

*‘My goal is to keep my children away from them,
because they are against everything I stand for. I’'m not
interested in filling gaps, but in keeping a distance.”

~ Janet Aviad, a longtime Peace Now activist,
believes that ‘“‘the gap isn’t larger, but it isn’t smaller,
either. Immediately after the murder, the right tried to
check itself, to change its tactics in light of Israelis’ general
condemnation of violence.

“‘But when push comes to shove, the extreme right,
which never underwent a genuine soul-searching, will
resort to the same violence it resorted to in the past.”

Aviad says, ‘‘The national religious right in
general, some of the secular right and certainly the extreme
right, did not use this murder to examine their strategies
and tactics.”

If the Israeli-Palestinian ‘‘peace process continues
on to the final-status talks, we will probably see the same
kind of demonstrations, illegal and viclent, against soldiers,
police and citizens,”’ she says.

While such verbal barbs and mutual mistrust are
not uncommon, some political and religious moderates are
working to find common ground.

Soon after the assassination, a group of young men
and women founded Dor Hadash, Dor Shalom, Hebrew for
““An Entire Generation Demands Peace.”

Yuval Rabin, the late prime minister’s previously
apolitical son, has taken a leadership role in the group.

The organization is ‘‘devoted to democracy, peace
and social justice,”’ according to co-founder Noam Kedem,
who adds that the assassination ‘*wasn’t the beginning or
end of anything. It just showed all of us how things in our
society will be if we don’t pay attention to these three
issues.”’

Fed up with the political situation and with such
social problems as poverty, the group, which has about
10,000 supporters between the ages of 15 and 50, is trying
to mobilize public support in the fight against intolerance
and social injustice.

““We have a youth group that has held discussions
with B’nai Akiva youth, who help olim (immigrants) from
Ethiopia. We want people to demonstrate for what’s right.
People have such a short memory in this country, and we
have to get their attention,’” says Kedem.

Still room for optimism
According to Rabbi Benjamin Levine, assistant

director of the Gesher Foundation, some peaple — espe-
cially the young — are paying attention to the need to heal
the rifts in Israeli society.

Dedicated to increasing understanding between
religious and secular Jews, Gesher has held workshops and
seminars ‘‘almost every week’’ since the assassination,
Levine says.

“For months after the murder, we received many,
many calls from young adults, post-army age, who wanted
to express their feelings. We usually host school groups,
but these people called on their own initiative.

“I think those who came to the workshops, both
religious and secular, were people who really care about
this country.”

Despite the problems that exist within Israeli
society, Levine says, ‘I feel there is still room for opti-
mism. Last week I saw kids from the Riali School in
Haifa, kids with very little Jewish background. They came
with a desire to know.

“I found no ingrained hatred, but rather, an
openness. These were people we could sit down and
dialogue with.

‘*“‘Some say all is lost. I don’t think so.” U
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Netanyahu loses no-confidence vote,
but his government remains in place
By Naomi Segal

JERUSALEM (JTA) — Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu’s government lost a no-confidence vote this
week and then continued about its business.

Monday’s vote in the Knesset underscored how the
government has been strengthened by Israel’s new electoral
law.

The outcome of the vote, submitted in response to
the government’s economic policies, was 45-43 against the
government.

Under the law on direct election of the prime
minister, a majority of 61 is needed to bring down the
government.

Before the law went into effect for the May
elections, a simple majority voicing no confidence in the
government would have caused it to collapse.

The opposition claimed a moral victory and called
the outcome a “‘birthday gift’’ for Netanyahu, who on
Monday was celebrating his 47th birthday. |

Commission nears completion
of hearings on Bar llan Street
By Naomi Segal

JERUSALEM (JTA) — Israel’s chief rabbis told
a public commission this week that all traffic should be
banned from a major thoroughfare here on the Sabbath.

The commission, which was expected to submit its
findings in a matter of weeks, was formed after violent
protests erupted in the summer over whether to keep Bar
Ilan Street open to Sabbath traffic.

For the most part, the protests stopped during the
past month, though there have been isolated incidents of
stone-throwing by Orthodox youths.

Bar Ilan Street, which cuts through fervently
Orthodox neighborhoods in Jerusalem, has been at the heart
of an ongoing tug-of-war between the city’s secular and
Orthodox populations.

Secular opponents view a closure of the street to
Sabbath traffic as an infringement of their basic rights. For
the Orthodox, keeping the street open would represent a
violation of religious laws regarding the Sabbath.

Chief Rabbis Yisrael Meir Lau and Eliyahu Bakshi-
Doron were the last to give testimony to the commission
that was appointed by the High Court of Justice to make
recommendations on whether Sabbath travel should be
permitted on Bar Ilan Street.

The court appointed the commission after decreeing
that there appeared to be no clear-cut criteria on which to
base a decision.

The committee, made up of four secular and four
religious members, heard testimony during the past two
months from government members, traffic officials and
representatives from various interest groups. |

Israel's cost-of-living index slows
By Naomi Segal

JERUSALEM (JTA) — The September cost-of-liv-
ing index in Israel rose by 0.4 percent, the lowest rate for
the month of September in 28 years, according to the
Central Bureau of Statistics.

Declines in housing costs and in the price of shoes
and clothing were cited as the main reasons for the rela-
tively low index.

The figure brought inflation for the first nine
months of the year to 7.5 percent. Annual inflation in 1995
was 8.1 percent. O
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supreme Court set to decide
tax status of charity camps
By Daniel Kurtzman

WASHINGTON (JTA) — A tax dispute between
a Christian Science summer camp and the town of Harri-
son, Maine, could have far-reaching implications for the
tax liability of Jewish organizations across the country.

The dispute, now before the U.S. Supreme Court,
stems from a 39-year-old Maine law that allows towns to
deny property tax exemptions to charity-run summer camps
if most of the youths they serve come from out of state.

The camp was forced to pay $22,000 in property
taxes to Harrison because 95 percent of its campers were
out-of-state residents.

Lawyers for the camp are challenging the law as
unconstitutional discrimination against interstate commerce,
while the town has said Maine’s taxpayers should not be
required to subsidize campers from other states.

In weighing the case, Camps Newfound-Owatonna
Inc. vs. Town of Harrison, the justices will decide whether
non-profit groups that mainly serve people from other
states should be exempt from paying state and local
property taxes.

If the court upholds the Maine law, other states
could move to adopt similar statutes. Non-profit organiza-
tions serving out-of-state populations, including colleges
and a variety of religious and charitable institutions, could
in turn be hit with heavy tax burdens.

Such a scenario would prove disastrous for non-
profit Jewish groups across the country.

““The budgets of those organizations presume the
tax-exempt status of their real estate and other activities,”’
said Marc Stern, co-director of the legal department of the
American Jewish Congress. ‘“Take that away and there
would be a huge new burden on Jewish philanthropy.”’

Jewish camps could be among the first to feel the
impact if the law is upheld.

The camps ‘‘don’t operate on particularly great
profit margins,”” said Mark Pelavin, associate director of
the Religious Action Center of Reform Judaism, whose
parent organization, the Union of American Hebrew
Congregations, runs several Jewish summer camps.

Could cripple the non-profit sector

““‘Something like this would have very serious
implications,”” Pelavin said, adding that there is *“certainly
a danger’’ that some camps could be forced to shut down
if they are assessed property taxes.

A number of charitable and non-profit groups, such
as the YMCA, United Way, American Council on Educa-
tion and National Association of Evangelicals, have filed
friend-of-the-court briefs urging the justices to strike down
the statute.

Jewish groups did not sign on, conceding that the
case initially escaped their attention.

Although it remains unclear how the court will
rule, several justices expressed skepticism about the tax law
during arguments earlier this month.

On its face, the law appears to be ‘“‘discriminatory
against interstate commerce,”” Justice Sandra Day
O’Connor said. Justice Anthony Kennedy agreed, saying
that the law effectively amounted to ‘‘discrimination
between in-state and out-of-state campers.’”

Most Jewish legal observers, meanwhile, said they
doubted that the justices would issue a ruling that could
effectively cripple much of the non-profit sector.

‘It would be a surprise to me if the Supreme Court
in its decision were to go so far as to undermine the ability
of non-profit groups to participate in the democratic
process,”” said Craig Sumberg, director of legal affairs for
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the National Jewish Community Relations Advisory
Council.

Of greater concern to Jewish groups is what some
see as a change in attitude toward non-profits.

A voter referendum on the ballot in Colorado, for
example, would force charitable, religious and non-profit
social service organizations in the state to pay property
taxes. The referendum is sponsored by John Murphy, a talk
show host who argues that ‘““God is not broke,” but
Colorado’s cities are.

Washington, D.C., has also sought additional
revenue by proposing to eliminate tax exemptions for non-
profit organizations there.

In Congress, Rep. Nancy Johnson (R-Conn.), who
chairs the House Ways and Means Committee’s Subcom-
mittee on Oversight, said she plans hearings next year to
review all tax exemptions the federal government grants to
charity and non-profit groups. The move follows attempts
in Congress to limit the ability of non-profit agencies that
receive federal funds to engage in legislative advocacy.

Taken together, the efforts signal what some
observers are calling an attack on the non-profit sector. It
may not amount to a nationwide movement at this point,
but Jewish activists, for their part, say they will be watch-
ing developments carefully.

““There are important and historical reasons for
religious organizations being granted tax exemptions,”
Pelavin said, adding, ‘“We still need that same kind of
guarantee of religious liberty, and I would hope that the
rush to meet the exigencies of today’s budget situation
wouldn’t encourage people to chip away at those funda-
mental protections.’’ O

British Jewish couple forms
group to address ‘illegitimacy’
By Helen Jacobus

London Jewish Chronicle

LONDON (JTA) — A couple from central England
whose son has been deemed illegitimate has launched a
support group to help others in similar situations.

The couple also has left the Orthodox Jewish
community.

Jeffrey Kaufman, who is active in local politics,
and his wife Lily Kaufman said in an interview last week
that they both had been married before and had ended
those marriages in civil divorces.

But Lily Kaufman had to wait eight years before
her previous husband would grant her a ““get,”” or a Jewish
divorce.

When she finally received the get, she said, she
was six weeks pregnant with Jeffrey Kaufman's child.

According to Jewish law, the Kaufmans’ son, who
is now 11, was conceived in an adulterous relationship and
is a ‘“‘mamzer.”’

Jewish law dictates that he can only marry another
“‘mamzer’’ or a convert. In addition, the stigma is passed
on to future generations.

Non-Orthodox movements have abolished the
categorization, calling it unjust.

However, the Kaufmans want their son to feel at
home within the Orthodox community should he decide to
join it someday.

“*A person shouldn’t be beholden to these anti-
quated rulings,”” Jeffrey Kaufman said, adding, ‘‘The
situation occurred when Lily was 39 and [ was in my early
40s, without a child of my own. At that age, you don’t
wait around. No child could have been more wanted.”

- Lily Kaufman said the organization she was setting
up would help families *‘tainted’’ by this aspect of Jewish
law. a
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Farrakhan rally features

new song, but same old tune
By Debra Nussbaum Cohen

NEW YORK (JTA) — Louis Farrakhan may have
changed the name of the song, but the violinist and former
calypso singer is still playing his favorite tune.

Whether the Anti-Defamation League “‘likes it or
not, whether the mayor likes it or not, I have to tell the
truth and if you say this is hatred then I say that you are
the haters,”” the leader of the Nation of Istam told more
than 30,000 of his followers at a rally here last week,

Billed as the ““World’s Day of Atonement,’’ the
day was part evangelical preaching and part black empow-
erment rally, filled with messages of black pride and white
hatred, a desire for peace and exhortations to warlike
rebellion.

His followers, eager to hear Farrakhan explain their
marginalization, filled a block across the street from the
United Nations and against the back of the headquarters of
the ADL.

Farrakhan spoke for more than 2 1/2 hours from
behind a four-sided structure made of bulletproof plastic.
He said he had to be shielded from attack because ‘‘not
everyone loves me.”’

The ADL was on an extremely high security alert
because the rally came just days after an editorial, ‘“ADL.:
Enemy to the people,’”” appeared in the Oct. 8 edition of
the Nation of Islam newspaper The Final Call.

‘““We are used to demonstrations here and once in
a while, the sponsors are not our best friends,”’ said ADL
National Director Abraham Foxman, who refused to detail
the security precautions his organization took beyond
working with the police.

Drew many a second time
““This is a little bit new in the sense that we were

targeted,”’ he said. *‘The Nation of Islam made clear that
they really wanted it at our site, though originally I thought
they wanted it at the UN. and that the ADL was inciden-
tal.”’

Held on the first anniversary of Farrakhan’s
“Million Man March,”’ the rally drew many back for a
second time.

John Lewis had come to New York with 32 other
people from his hometown in Knoxville, Tenn. He said he
had been a formal follower of Farrakhan’s for six months,
his interest sparked by last year’s event, which he attended
as part of a three-bus caravan from his city.

“l like what he has to say,”” said Lewis, who
declined to comment on the minister’s anti-Jewish rhetoric.

Khassin Rigner came from Staten Island to the
rally because ‘‘this is my religion.”” When asked whether
he agrees with Farrakhan’s statements, he said, “‘I have
nothing against what he says about Jews.”’

‘““‘He’s speaking the truth!’’ yelled one woman,
who refused to give her name, after she overheard a
journalist asking another attendee about Farrakhan’s anti-
Jewish attitudes. ‘‘He never killed nobody, he never burned
them, never was in the Holocaust! He speaks the truth
about Jews,’’ she shouted shortly before Farrakhan began
speaking, attracting the bemused interest of many in the
packed crowd.

Another attendee, a woman who said her name is
J. Sketch, said she appreciates Farrakhan’s message of
black unity, but is not sure what to make of his anti-Jewish
rhetoric.

“T’ve heard him say that the Jews were tentacles,
but I’m not sure he speaks of all Jews. I think he’s talking
about a certain amount who may be wrong, just like some
people are wrong in all groups.
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‘T take it in and decipher it and make up my own
mind,”” she said. “‘I’'m receptive because it’s about black
people coming together. That’s why I'm here.”’

Surrounded by a phalanx of Fruit of Islam guards
dressed in militaristic black uniforms, Farrakhan spoke of
U.S. government and international conspiracies against
blacks and Arabs. Over and over he slammed whites, the
U.S. government and the United Nations for being oppres-
sive and unjust.

But the only ethnic or religious group he singled
out was the Jews. Though barely mentioned in most media
accounts of the rally, the minister’s anti-Jewish rhetoric
was, as it often is, ardent and plentiful.

In the beginning of his speech, which was deliv-
ered like a fire-and-brimstone sermon and filled with
references to biblical characters and narrative, Farrakhan
said, ‘“The apple tree [of wisdom] is drying up among the
Jewish people.”” He compared the Jewish people to ‘‘the
locust, which eats away the foliage.”

He later spoke of Jewish control of business and
government and said, ‘“The black people and the red
[people] are the fulfillment of what is written in the Torabh,
the Gospel and the Koran.”’

“We were sold [as slaves] to Europeans, Arabs and
Jews,”’ he said.

“If the Jewish people has something to do with our
enslavement then the Jewish people must have something
to do with our expiation,”” he said in a soaring, angry
voice.

““If you accept this judgment,’” he said, apparently
addressing the Jewish community, ‘‘and turn swords into
plowshares, then we can avert all war!”’

““I got a hard job,”” boomed Farrakhan at the rally.
“I have to tell the leaders of America where they’re
wrong, the leaders of the world where they’re wrong.”

““That don’t make me loved, but I am loved by the
people who are catching hell. I love you brothers and
sisters,’’ he said.

And the crowd roared back: ‘I love you, too,
Minister Farrakhan.’’

Argentine Jewish graves vandalized
By Sergio Kiernan

BUENOS AIRES (JTA) — Vandals desecrated
about 100 headstones at the Jewish cemetery in La
Tablada, near Buenos Aires, Argentine police said this
week.

At least seven people took part in the early Satur-
day attack, police said, adding that no one had been
apprehended.

The wvandals daubed swastikas on headstones,
smashed others and painted ‘‘the Holocaust is the great
Jewish lie** on the cemetery grounds.

The incident incensed Jewish community officials.

““We demand answers, not just words of solidarity
with every new attack,”” according to a statement from the
Argentine Jewish umbrella organization DAIA, the Delega-
tion of Argentine Jewish Associations.

DAIA Treasurer Rogelio Cichowolsky said the
attack ‘‘might be part of a larger movement.”

““We had recently detected a campaign of distribu-
tion of anti-Semitic literature in areas near the cemetery,”’
the treasurer said.

DAIA and other Jewish organizations here de-
manded better security from the government.

In the past five years, eight attacks on Jewish
cemeteries in Argentina resulted in the destruction of more
than 400 headstones.

Vandals were apprehended in only one of those
attacks. O




