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79th Year

® French President Jacques Chirac is
set to visit the Knesset, but will not
speak before the Parliament when he is
in Israel. Chirac’s initial intent to boycett
the Knesset altogether caused a storm of
protest when it was disclosed that the
French leader planned to address the Pales-
tinian legislative council.

B |sraeli and Palestinian negotiators
continued infermal contacts on a rede-
ployment of Israeli troops in Hebron.
Both sides acknowledged that progress was
made, but no commitment to a completion
date for the discussions was set. [Page 2]

W Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu stressed that Damascus is
aware of Israel’s interest in continuing
the peace process. Netanyahu's remarks
came amid reports that senior Israeli offi-
cials were concerned by Syrian troop move-
ments in Lebanon.

B Income tax agents in Israel raided
offices of the high-tech company News
Datacom, owned by Australian media
mogul Rupert Murdoch. Officials con-
nected to Murdoch’s investments in Israel
were fetained for guestioning on tax eva-
sion. [Page 4]

B Israel's chief rabbis told a public
commission on travel on the Sabbath
that Jerusalem's Bar llan Street should
be closed for the entire Sahbath. The
commission was formed by the High Court
of Justice after violent protests over
whether to keep the street open. The
commission is due to submit its findings at
the end of the month.

B Australian Jewish leaders criticized
a prominent opposition politician for
comparing the former Australian policy
of removing Aboriginal children from
their families to the Nazi Holocaust.

B A jury found a Chasidic man guilty
of attempted murder, assault and bur-
glary in the bludgeoning of his wife in
Rockland County, northwest of New
York City. The case of Joseph Zitrenbaum,
who faces up to 25 years in prison, fo-
cused attention on the issue of domestic
violence within the Orthodox Jewish com-
munity.

THE RACE FOR CONGRESS [Part 3]
Jewish candidates for Senate
play key role in future majority
By Matthew Dorf

WASHINGTON (JTA) — When the votes are counted in the 34
Senate races across the country next month, the fate of six Jewish candidates
will play a pivotal role in deciding whether the Republicans remain in the
majority.

Democrats need to gain an additional three seats to erase the current
53-47 Republican advantage, assuming that President Clinton wins his
re-election bid and Vice President Gore counts as the Senate tiebreaker.

Many political observers say the race could boil down to this: The
outcome of the five races involving six Jewish candidates could determine the
margin of victory for either party in the battle to control the next Senate. In
one race, two Jews are running against each other.

The Jewishness of the six candidates 1s not all that is attracting Jewish
supporters and campaign contributions. Their positions on a host of local and
national issues have energized both Jewish and non-Jewish voters in the states
where they are running: Minnesota, New Jersey, Kansas, Rhode Island and
Michigan.

Although Senate races tend to remain independent of the presidential
campaign, many of the candidates are focusing on similar issues.

Balancing the budget, tax relief, education and the future of Social
Security and Medicare remain high on the agenda in many congressional
contests this year.

Sen. Arlen Specter (R-Pa.), who is not up for re-election this year,
has been the only Jewish member on the Republican side of the aisle since
Paul Wellstone defeated his Republican opponent Rudy Boschwitz in the
1990 Senate race in Minnesota.

There were nine Jewish Democrats in the last Senate.

Of those, the only two up for re-election are Wellstone and Sen. Carl
Levin (D-Mich.).

This year’s Boschwitz-Wellstone grudge match is one of the
bellwether races that political activists are watching closely. Boschwitz passed
up a chance to run in 1994 so he could face off against his 1990 rival this
time around.

Wellstone drew high marks from many in the Jewish community
when he was the only senator up for re-election to vote against the controver-
sial welfare reform bill earlier this year.

Boschwitz, who served three terms before being ousted in a stunning
upset victory by Wellstone, has been hammering his opponent as an
unabashed liberal.

So far, the charge has not weakened Wellstone’s support.

The latest polling available showed Wellstone riding a lead of nine
points.

The rare sight of two Jewish candidates, one a senator and the other
a former senator, facing off has sparked political and financial support well
beyond Minnesota.

Boschwitz has received about $20,000 in direct contributions from
pro-Israel political action committees, mostly during the contested primary
battle.

Wellstone, who only began taking PAC contributions recently, has
gathered nearly $4,000, according to Federal Election Commission records,
and is expected to receive thousands more before Election Day.

Divided in their preference
Like many Minnesota Jews, pro-Israel contributors across the country

are divided in their preference and are often giving to both candidates.
Some PAC officials would like to see Boschwitz, known for an active
pro-Israel agenda, return to the Senate.
Others with broader interests support Wellstone for his domestic
agenda.
While Wellstone has a lead in the polls in Minnesota, his Democratic
colleague in the East, Rep. Robert Torricelli (D-N.1.), has no such luck.
One of the closest races in the country pits Rep. Dick Zimmer, a
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Republican from New Jersey, against Torricelli. Currently
running neck and neck, the two lawmakers are vying for

the seat vacated by the retiring Sen. Bill Bradiey (D-N.1.).
' With a statewide voting Jewish population esti-
mated at more than 5 percent, the candidates have actively
courted Jewish voters.

Many Republican leaders fended off potential
primary challenges to Zimmer’s candidacy, hoping that
Zimmer, one of 24 Jews in the last House, could win
Jewish support, and by extension boost the GOP presiden-
tial ticket.

For his part, Torricelli has recently faced a torrent
of criticism from the Zimmer camp for speaking at a 1993
meeting sponsored by a group with ties to radical Muslim
extremists.

Torricelli has said he was not aware of the group’s
ties to I[slamic extremism.

Under fire, Torricelli’s Jewish backers lined up to
defend the seven-term lawmaker’s record of strong support
for Israel and Jewish issues.

But this was not good enough for some local Jews
who booed and hissed recently as New Jersey’s other
senator, Frank Lautenberg, a Democrat, escorted Torricelli
into a federation-sponsored candidate’s forum.

Although the closeness of the New Jersey race is
no surprise, the contest for Dole’s old Senate seat from
Kansas has caught many off-guard.

In what could be one of the biggest setbacks to
Dole, a Democrat now holds a narrow lead in the race for
the seat he left to run for president. Jill Docking, who is
Jewish, is facing off against Sam Brownback, a staunch
conservative.

Brownback defeated Dole’s hand-picked successor,
Sheila Frahm, in the state’s Republican primary. Docking
is banking on the strategy that Brownback is too conserva-
tive for the state’s moderate Republicans, who she hopes
will cross over and support her.

Brownback has run on his opposition to abortion
and support of instituting a moment of silence in the state’s
public schools.

For her part, Docking proudly says in stump
speeches that she sounds more like a moderate Republican
as she voices support for a capital gains tax cut, term limits
and a balanced budget.

Safest seat for a Jewish candidate

Another Jewish woman, Nancy Mayer, the Rhode
Island state treasurer, is hoping to score an upset victory
against Jack Reed, one of the state’s Democratic members
of Congress.

Republican activists acknowledge that Mayer’s
chances are a long shot in her quest to capture the seat of
retiring Sen. Claiborne Pell, a Democrat.

Reed, a three-term House member, frequently
supported Jewish efforts to oppose school prayer initiatives
and promote anti-terrorism measures.

The safest scat for a Jewish candidate this year
belongs to Sen. Carl Levin (D-Mich.).

Levin, who won his race six years ago with 57
percent of the vote, is facing Ronna Romney, a Detroit
radio talk-show host.

Of course, Jewish attention is not only focused on
races with Jewish candidates.

And sometimes, Jewish themes arise when the
candidates aren’t even Jewish.

In New Hampshire, Republican Sen. Robert Smith,
has accused his opponent, former Rep. Dick Swett, of
waging a campaign to paint the one-term senator as
opposed to Jewish interests.

Swett, the non-Jewish son-in-law of one of the
most prominent Jewish House members, Rep. Tom Lantos
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(D-Calif.), has highlighted in his campaign Smith’s
opposition to foreign aid.

In responding to the charge, Smith ignited his own
controversy.

“My father died in the Second World War trying
to get Dick Swett’s father-in-law, Tom Lantos, out of
those” concentration camps, Smith said.

Swett, who is receiving considerable Jewish
support from outside the state, fired back, saying that
Lantos, a Holocaust survivor, escaped death without help
from Smith’s father. U

!\letanyahu claims progress
in Hebron redeployment talks
By Naomi Segal

JERUSALEM (JTA) — Israeli and Palestinian
negotiators acknowledged this week that their talks on the
Israeli army redeployment in Hebron had made progress,
but neither side would commit to a completion date for
their discussions.

Their comments came amid media reports that the
two sides had resolved all the security issues involved in
the redeployment and that they were fine-tuning the
wording of the agreement.

According to the reports, the sides had agreed on
a buffer zone separating the Jewish enclave in Hebron from
the Arab neighborhoods and that Palestinian police in
Hebron would be armed only with pistols.

Still unresolved, though, was the Israeli demand for
the right to pursue terrorists into the areas of Hebron that
would be turned over to Palestinian rule, according to the
reports.

Also to be worked out were certain administrative
issues.

These included whether the building of the Jewish
enclave in Hebron could continue and whether it would
require Palestinian approval, after Hebron came under self-
rule,

Contacts continued Sunday between the heads of
the various working committees after a weekend break in
the formal talks.

Amid the optimistic comments about the talks’
progress, Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu remained
cautious in his public statements.

Speaking during a visit Sunday to the Israel
Defense Force command in the West Bank, he said he
could not say whether an agreement would be reached this
week.

The negotiations were still at a sensitive stage, he
added.

But at a news conference later in the day in
Jerusalem, he sounded a different note.

““There has been progress, even considerable
progress,”’ the premier said.

But he added that it was crucial for the Palestinians
““to stop using delaying tactics, to negotiate in good faith
and to reach an agreement which will serve the interests on
both sides.”

Meanwhile, a senior Palestinian source was quoted
as saying that Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat was hoping
to win concessions from Israel and was therefore in no
rush to finalize an agreement.

For the first time since the talks began Oct. 7,
Palestinian negotiators were optimistic over the weekend
about the talks’ progress.

But Arafat, in an interview Sunday with Israel
Radio, sounded a sour note.

““There is no progress row,”” he said. ‘‘“They are
doing their best to implement what has been agreed upon
and what has been signed.””

;
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Russia allows Jewish Agency

to operate for unlimited time
By Lev Krichevsky

MOSCOW (JTA) — Russia’s Justice Ministry has
granted the Jewish Agency for Israel an official permit to
operate throughout Russia for an unlimited time.

The permit, granted Oct. 17, brought to an end a
six-month dispute between the agency and Russian authori-
ties about the agency’s ability to operate in Russia.

The successful resolution was ‘“‘beyond our
expectations,”” agency Chairman Avraham Burg said last
weck at a news conference here.

Approval was granted for the agency’s operations
in Russia after the Jewish Agency for Israel created in July
a new organization, the Jewish Agency in Russia, with
Russian nationals among its founders.

With that move, the agency apparently changed the
perception among some Russian officials that it was a
foreign organization, which may have been why renewal of
the agency’s accreditation was originally withheld.

Agency officials praised the Justice Ministry
decision, saying that it created the groundwork for the
widening of agency operations in Russia.

“‘For the first time, Russia officially acknowledged
the right of the Jewish people to preserve its culture,” said
Alla Levy, the head of the Jewish Agency for Israel’s
operations in the former Soviet Union and Eastern Europe.

She added that the new license also recognized the
agency’s right to confront Jewish assimilation into the
broader culture.

Burg said the agency’s success in securing a
license was largely the result of the support the agency
received both in the international arena and within Russia.

He added that the agency’s activities in the former
Soviet Union were the only portions of its overall budget
that were not cut as part of its ongoing efforts to cut
expenses and streamline operations.

Russian Chief Rabbi Adolph Shayevich, a founding
member of the newly constituted agency operation in
Russia, said that with its newly won license, the agency
would be able to make a significant contribution toward the
renewal of Jewish communal life in Russia.

The agency, which has operated in the Soviet
Union since 1989, has assisted in the emigration of almost
750,000 Jews from the former Soviet Union to Israel.

Required to reregister

The agency has recently begun providing commu-
nal, spiritual and humanitarian services to those who prefer
to remain in Russia.

The agency’s accreditation problems began in April
with a warning from the Justice Ministry that it would not
be allowed to continue its operations in the former Soviet
Union unless it reregistered. All non-profit public organiza-
tions were required to reregister with the ministry under the
terms of a Russian law passed last year.

Last week, the agency became the first organization
to be registered under the new law. During a tense
six-month period of negotiations, the agency had submitted
three registration applications, two of which were rejected.

At the same time, several agency offices were
closed by the autherities, and an immigration seminar for
communal leaders from southern Russia and the Caucasus
was halted by police in late April. All the offices reopened
shortly after they were closed by the authorities.

The new license specifies that the agency will be
allowed to act with the aim of “‘revitalizing the cultural
and spiritual heritage of the Jewish people and the preser-
vation of the national character of the Jewish people™ in
Russia.
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It also grants the agency the right to provide
““assistance in creating the conditions for expanding the
connections between the Diaspora and the [Jewish] historic
homeland, assistance to Jews interested in returning to their
historic homeland [and] assistance in learning their peo-
ple’s language.””

The granting of the license brought an end to
recent media speculation that the authorities had suspended
the organization’s operations because agency officials had
breached Russian laws.

Daniel Rothstein, the agency’s legal adviser in
Russia, said the authorities ‘‘had made no formal allega-
tions’ of any illegal activities against the agency.

He said none of the media reports offered any
convincing proof of these claims,

“The fact that the Jewish Agency is the first
organization under the new law that got its permit proves
that everything that we are doing [in Russia] is on the
table,”” Burg said.

The agency, which is registered in 63 of 89
Russia’s regions, will operate in 250 towns throughout the
country. Ul

Premier: Assimilation is No. 1 threat
By Naomi Segal

JERUSALEM (JTA) — Assimilation is the No. 1
threat facing Jews today, Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu said last week at the kickoff of ‘A Century of
Zionism,”” marking 100 years since the first Zionist
Congress in Basel, Switzerland.

The campaign of events is taking place under the
banner ‘‘Zionism is about doing.”

Speaking at a reception at the president’s residence
in Jerusalem, Netanyahu said Oct. 16 that 100 years ago,
anti-Semitism was the No. | problem.

Jewish Agency Chairman Avraham Burg reiterated
the prime minister’s message, saying that assimilation is
hurting the unification of the Jewish people. 0

Goalie misses with mock-Nazi salute
By Simon Rocker
London Jewish Chronicle

LONDON (JTA) — A British soccer player has
apologized to the Jewish community for giving a Nazi
salute during a recent match.

Goalkeeper Mark Bosnich recently gave a Nazi
salute — he says he was clowning around — after the
crowd rattled him for a foul he committed in a game two
years ago against a German player. The club for which
Bosnich plays has a significant Jewish following,.

Politicians, including a member of the European
Parliament, condemned Bosnich’s actions. He also faces a
police probe and a misconduct charge by the club. 0

Russian Jew receives Legion of Honor
By Lev Krichevsky

MOSCOW (JTA) — A Russian Jewish leader has
been awarded France’s Legion of Honor in recognition of
his contribution to culture and the media.

Vladimir Gusinsky, 43, a businessman and founder
of the Russian Jewish Congress, received the award last
week at a Paris ceremony. Gusinsky is the third Russian to
receive the honor. Mstislav Rostropovich, a cellist and
conductor, and Alexandr Solzhenitsyn, the WNobel
Prize-winning author, are also recipients.

The Legion of Honor was created in 1802 by
Napoleon for recognition of distinguished military or civil
service. O
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Knesset honors Moshe Dayan

on 15th anniversary of death
By Naomi Segal

JERUSALEM (JTA) — The Knesset took a break
from its routine last week to commemorate Moshe Dayan
on the 15th anniversary of his death.

Dayan, the Isracli military leader and statesman,
known for his black eyepatch, was born in 1915 on
Kibbutz Deganya near the Sea of Galilee.

During World War II, he fought with the British
and lost his left eye during an Allied operation against
French Vichy forces in Lebanon.

He was a commander in the pre-state fighting
forces, and later held senior command positions in the
Israeli army.

As chief of staff, Dayan directed Israel’s Sinai
Campaign in 1956.

He was defense minister during the Six-Day War,
and a founder of the Labor Party.

However, after the 1977 Knesset elections, he left
Labor to join the first Likud government of Menachem
Begin.

As Begin’s foreign minister, Dayan was instrumen-
tal in arranging Egyptian leader Anwar Sadat’s visit to
Jerusalem in 1977, and he played a major role in the
process that led to a peace treaty with Egypt.

Among those presiding over the Oct. 15 special
Knesset session were President Ezer Weizman, Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and members of the Dayan
family.

Netanyahu said Dayan looked for ways to reduce
the conflicts between Israel and the Arabs.

Dayan recognized Israel’s security situation and
warned against negotiating from a weak position, the
premier added.

Opposition leader Shimon Peres of the Labor Party
said Dayan believed that it was forbidden to live by the
sword and that there was no point in trying to discuss
today how to win yesterday’s wars.

Dayan was also remembered by his daughter,
Labor Knesset member Yael Dayan. il

Murdoch company in Israel
suspected of evading taxes
By Naomi Segal

JERUSALEM {(JTA) — In what may turn out to be
the largest tax evasion case in Israeli history, income tax
officials here have raided the offices of a Jerusalem-based
company owned by Australian’ media mogul Rupert
Murdoch.

Sunday’s raid came amid allegations that the
company had failed to pay taxes and royalties amounting
to more than $150 million.

The raid was launched after Israeli tax authorities
charged that the company, News Datacom, had developed
a technology used by the Murdoch-owned Sky and Star
television stations and franchises, from which it reaped tens
of millions of dollars that went undeclared to the authori-
ties.

Those involved in developing the technology were
allegedly paid tens of thousands of dollars in various
surreptitious manners, including stock options and pay-
ments to overseas accounts.

Tax auditors Sunday raided the home of Adi
Shemer, a renowned mathematician from the Weizmann
Institute of Science in Rehovot, who developed the tech-
nology.

They were also questioning professionals and
lawyers in connection to the allegations.
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These included partners from the law firm Herzog,
Fuchs and Ne’eman — the firm of former Justice Minister
Ya’acov Ne’eman — on suspicion that the firm provided
consulting services even though it was aware of the illegal
activities.

Ne’eman recently stepped down as minister after he
became the target of a separate police investigation.

Police also requested that a warrant for Murdoch’s
arrest be issued, in the event he travels to Israel.

In response to the allegations, News Datacom
issued a statement saying that it was appalled by the tax
investigation.

It described the allegations as totally unfounded
and an attempt at extortion by former employees. |

Nobel laureate calls on Israel
to release Vanunu from prison
By Naomi Segal

JERUSALEM (JTA) — An international group of
scientists, lawyers and human rights activists gathered last
week for a conference in Tel Aviv, where they called on
Israel to release Mordechai Vanunu.

Vanunu is serving an 18-year sentence for disclos-
ing lsrael’s nuclear weapons capabilities to the Times of
London.

Vanunu, a technician employed at Israel’s nuclear
facility at Dimona, was lured from London to Rome in
1986 and kidnapped by Isracli agents, who brought him to
Israel.

Among those attending the first international
conference demanding Vanunu’s release was Joseph
Rotblat, who had worked on the first atomic bomb.

Rotblat, who was awarded last year’s Nobel Peace
Prize for his efforts to ban nuclear weapons, told the
gathering that Vanunu’s sentence did not fit the crime.

““Vanunu is not a traitor, but a whistleblower,”
said Rotblat.

Vanunu, who was convicted after being tried in
secret, has spent 10 years in solitary confinement.

He is not permitted to talk to or be photographed
by the media.

But he nonetheless managed to have a note
smuggled out and read at the conference.

“I am happy for revealing what I revealed,” the
note said. O

U.K. opposition pledges
ban on Holocaust denial
By Bernard Josephs

London Jewish Chronicle

LONDON (JTA) — Opposition leaders here have
said that if they are elected, they would make Holocaust
denial a criminal offense.

The pledge by the Labor Party recently came in
response to a lengthy campaign by Jewish groups such as
the Board of Deputies and the Holocaust Education Trust.

A motion committing a future Labor government
to such a law has the backing of the entire Labor leader-
ship, a party official said.

The law, if passed, would reverse the policy of the
current government, headed by Prime Minister John Major
of the Conservative Party.

Home Secretary Michael Howard has repeatedly
turned down calls to introduce such legislation.

Howard has argued that this type of legislation
would restrict freedom of speech and could increase racial
tension.

The next general elections will be held by May
1997. (]




