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79th Year

® President Clinton is set to host a
two-day summit of Middie East leaders
in response to the recent gun battles
between Israelis and Palestinians. Pales-
tinian Authority President Yasser Arafat,
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
and Jordan’s King Hussein are set to at-
tend. Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak
declined Clinton’s invitation. {Page 2]

m The situation in the territories was
mostly calm as thousands of Israeli
tourists made the traditional pilgrimage
to Jerusalem for Sukkot. A number of
stone-throwing incidents were reported in
eastern Jerusalem, but no one was hurt.

u |sraeli Foreign Minister David Levy
said the conflict over the tunnel adja-
cent to Jerusalem's holiest sites is
nothing less than a direct challenge to
Israel’'s sovereignty over the city.
“There will be absolutely no compromise,”
he told Jewish reporters. [Page 1]

® Republican presidential candidate
Boh Dole called on President Clinton to
avaid imposing a solution on lsrael
when Middle East leaders meet this
week in Washington. Speaker of the
House Newt Gingrich (R-Ga.) and Senate
Majority Leader Trent Lott (R-Miss.) urged
Clinton in a letter to not pressure Israel to
make unilateral concessions.

B The Senate passed a massive spend-
ing bill that includes $3 billion in U.S.
foreign aid to Israel and a provision
that eases for another year admission
standards for Jewish and other refu-
gees fleeing persecution in the former
Soviet Union. Congress deleted most
provisions in the measure that would have
increased restrictions on henefits to legal
immigrants.

u Billionaire George Soros established
a $50 million fund to aid legal immi-
grants in the United States. He created
the Emma Lazarus Fund to offset cuts in
federal assistance to legal immigrants as a
result of welfare reform.

®m A firehomb was hurled into the
home of Yitzhak Rabin's killer, burning
down a section of the house Yigal Amir's
mother used as a kindergarten. [Page 2)

BEHIND THE HEADLINES

Israeli foreign minister decries
critics, stands firm on Jerusalem
By Cynthia Marm

NEW YORK (JTA) — Foreign Minister David Levy made it clear
this week that Israel would defy international pressure to make concessions
in the wake of deadly riots and gun battles sparked by the opening of an
ancient tunnel next to Jerusalem’s holiest sites.

Levy made plain the stakes of the now-diplomatic conflict when he
called any challenge to Israel’s decision to open the tunnel a challenge to
Israel’s sovereignty over Jerusalem.

On this, there can be ‘‘absolutely no compromise,” he told Jewish
reporters at a briefing here Monday.

““The only reason for the outcry we heard is to undermine Israel’s
position in Jerusalem,”” he said. ““That is the true struggle.’”

In a new twist, he also said Israel had reason to believe that the
clashes were ‘‘premeditated,” the result of ‘‘coordinated action by the
Palestinian Authority, the Arab nations and some of the European states.””

The purpose, he said, was to pressure the new Israeli government and
to ‘‘isolate Israel”” during the opening of the Slst session of the United
Nations General Assembly.

Indeed, the conflagration erupted while the diplomat was in New
York for a week of meetings with foreign ministers who were here for the
opening of the session.

Levy’s visit, which was slated to culminate in a speech Thursday
before the General Assembly, was to be an important test of the new Likud
government’s reception by the international community.

As it turned out, it became for Israel a test of strength in the face of
widespread condemnation and for the United States a test of loyalty toward
its ally after an action that took it by surprise.

Over the weekend, the Security Council adopted a resolution that
called indirectly for the tunne! closure.

The approval of the measure followed a long debate that was often
sharply critical of Israel.

The vote was 14-0, with the United States abstaining.

Although Levy did not say so, the U.S. abstention was a disappoint-
ment to Israel, which had sought a U.S. veto or a vote against the resolution,
which the foreign minister deemed °‘totally unbalanced.”

Some sources believe that Israel’s political, economic and diplomatic
gains from the peace process over the past few years may now hang in the
balance.

‘We'll choose Jerusalem’

But if Levy felt under siege here, he deflected it by going on the
offensive.

The foreign minister told reporters that Israel would refuse to give in
to those who sought to put it on trial and indicated that he was relatively
unconcerned about damage to Israel’s international profile in light of the
current conflict.

““If we have to choose between our image and Jerusalem, they should
know we’ll choose Jerusalem,”” he said.

He added that any concessions in the wake of the clashes would
precipitate ‘‘a never-ending cycle of violence.”

Days earlier, Levy struck the same note before the Security Council,
calling the resolution initiative an ‘‘orchestrated attempt to place blame on
Israel and to portray her as the sole responsible party for the bitter harvest of
blood.”

But other diplomats here for the General Assembly session were
expressing worry about the deteriorating climate in the region, said David
Harris, executive director of the American Jewish Committee.

In recent days, the AJCommittee met with scores of foreign ministers,
including those from Germany, France, Russia and Oman.

Harris said there had been very little focus in the meetings specifi-
cally on the tunnel issue.

Instead, he said, ‘““what we heard again and again is concern’ about
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the ‘‘degree to which the new government is committed to
a dynamic peace process’” and ‘‘concern that the architec-
ture of the peace built over the last several years is rapidly
crumbling.”

Harris said that in response to these foreign
ministers, he held out hope that this week’s summit would
‘‘get the train back on track’’ and that ‘‘the international
community would not lose sight of the responsibility of the
Arab world, and the Palestinians in particular, for contrib-
uting to the exacerbation of tensions.”’

““What’s striking is there really is a significant
reservoir of goodwill toward Israel, unlike in the "70s or
"80s,”” said Harris.

For his part, Levy has sought to emphasize the
Israeli government’s continuing commitment to the peace
process.

But he told reporters that Israel’s efforts consis-
tently had been “‘minimized’’ and that it had ‘‘been
attacked from all sides’” since the Arab summit in Cairo,
which came after the election of Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu.

Israel has been under sustained pressure to “‘com-
mit itself in advance to the outcome of the negotiations
between us and the Palestinians,” he told the Security
Council.

In a clear allusion to Syria, he said Israel would
refuse to be intimidated.

““On other fronts, steps have been taken and troops
redeployed as a means of sending a message warning Israel
that if she does not adopt one specific path,”” he said,
““then the situation in the region will deteriorate, and the
blame will be placed squarely at Israel’s feet.”’

Levy tock pains in the media briefing to acknowl-
edge the intensive efforts by the United States to intercede
at the Security Council and soften the language of earlier
draft resolutions circulated by Arab nations.

Madeleine Albright, the U.S. ambassador to the
United Nations, repeatedly urged restraint during the
council debate, cautioning that rhetoric ‘‘encourages
extremism.’’

Nevertheless, Canadian, European and Asian
foreign ministers reportedly joined the Arabs in citing
Israeli responsibility for provoking the violence.

Russian Foreign Minister Yevgeny Primakov was
quoted as calling the clashes a “‘direct result’’ of the new
government’s policies, which, he said, ‘‘virtually put a stop
to the peace process.”

The final resolution called for ‘‘the immediate
cessation and reversal of all acts which have resulted in the
aggravation of the situation and which have negative
implications for the Middle East peace process.™

It also called for the ‘‘safety and protection of
Palestinian civilians to be ensured.’’ U

Netanyahu ready to resume
peace talks with Palestinians
By Naomi Segal

JERUSALEM (JTA) — As Israeli and Arab
leaders headed to Washington for a summit meeting aimed
at resolving the crisis in Israeli-Palestinian relations, Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu called for a resumption of
peace talks.

“We are going to Washington committed to two
basic principles: that the violence be stopped immediately
and that negotiations begin, without prior conditions,”” the
prime minister told reporters during his flight to Washing-
ton.

President Clinton called the summit after three days
of violent clashes last week in the West Bank and Gaza
Strip.
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The violence, which was the most severe since the
1967 Six-Day War, left at least 14 Israelis and at least 55
Palestinians dead.

The two days of meetings were scheduled to begin
Tuesday.

Participants were expected to include Netanyahu,
Palestinian Authority leader Yasser Arafat and Jordan’s
King Hussein.

Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak, who had asked
that the summit be postponed until next week, decided not
to participate.

Netanyahu said he would propose that Israel and
the Palestinians sit down next week to resume peace
negotiations until all disputed issues are resolved.

On one of the most contentious issues, the Israel
Defense Force redeployment from most of Hebron, Netan-
yahu stressed that the movement of Israeli forces, delayed
for more than six months, would have to be adjusted in
light of the recent developments.

“There must be adjustments to take the new
security situation into account,”” Netanyahu told Israel
Radio.

“lI believe that with good will, they can be
reached.”

Arafat, meanwhile, said the summit must yield
substantive results.

‘“Most important is to find how to implement as
accurately and as honestly what has been agreed upon,”’
Arafat said.

Arafat held consultations with Mubarak in Cairo on
Monday, before traveling tu Luxembourg, where he met
with European Union leaders.

The West Bank and Gaza remained mostly quiet
Monday, with some incidents of stone-throwing reported.

In Hebron, thousands of Israelis took part in a
solidarity rally against a redeployment from most of the
West Bank town.

The Arab residents of the often violent city
remained under curfew, and no major incidents were
reported.

Meanwhile, the archaeological tunnel in Jerusa-
lem’s Old City, whose opening sparked the violence last
week, was reopened after the Sabbath to visitors under
heavy security.

Netanyahu rejected speculation that during the
summit in Washington, the Palestinians would demand the
closure of the tunnel.

““As far as I am concerned, it is not on the negoti-
ating table,”’ Netanyahu said in a CNN interview.

He accused the Palestinians of using the opening of
the tunnel to launch protests over their anger with the pace
of the peace process.

Palestinian claims that the tunnel posed a threat to
Islamic holy sites were baseless, he said. |

Firebomb tossed into Amir's home
By Naomi Segal

JERUSALEM (JTA) — A firebomb was thrown
this week at the home of Yitzhak Rabin’s convicted
assassin.

Monday’s bomb attack started a fire in the part of
the house used by Yigal Amir's mother, Geula, to run a
kindergarten.

No one was hurt in the incident, but the attack
caused severe damage.

Police were investigating, but had not arrested any
suspects.

Yigal Amir, 26, is serving a life prison sentence for
shooting Rabin as he left a November peace rally in Tel
Aviv, O
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NEWS ANALYSIS

Calls to widen Israeli coalition
await outcome of D.C. summit
By David Landau

JERUSALEM (JTA) — Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu’s trip to Washington for an emergency summit
gave him a welcome respite from domestic political
pressures.

The trip, for whatever it may accomplish, put on
hold moves to broaden the Netanyahu coalition to include
a possible national unity government.

President Clinton called for the summit after last
week’s violent clashes in the West Bank and Gaza threat-
ened to derail the Israeli-Palestinian peace process. Pales-
tinian Authority leader Yasser Arafat and Jordan’s King
Hussein were also expected to attend. The Washington
summit, which came as a tense quiet settled over the West
Bank and Gaza Strip, also effectively froze Israel’s massive
military deployment in the West Bank, where sizable
Israeli armored units were encamped around each of the
autonomous Palestinian towns.

The Palestinian police, on unequivocal orders from
Arafat, were intervening fast and forcefully to prevent any
further altercation or friction between Palestinian youths
and Israeli troops. ‘

In the violence last week — sparked by Israel’s
opening of a new entrance to a tunnel near the Temple
Mount — at least 14 Israeli soldiers and more than 50
Palestinians were killed, almost all of them in gun battles.

The domestic political fallout from the crisis was
illustrated Sunday, when opposition leader Shimon Peres,
and then Netanyahu, met with the spiritual leader of the
fervently Orthodox Sephardi Shas Party, Rabbi Ovadia
Yosef, at his sukkah in Jerusalem.

Knesset seats are pivotal

Peres’ visit had in fact been announced two weeks
earlier. But it took on a dramatic air when it actually took
place. The night before, at a crowded lecture in Jerusalem’s
Bukharan Quarter, Yosef called for unity in the nation —
which some members of the Labor Party immediately
interpreted as a hint at his preference for a national unity
government. The Shas Party’s 10 seats in the Knesset are
pivotal for Netanyahu.

While the new electoral system that went into
effect this year does not allow a sitting Knesset to vote out
a government and appoint a different one, a government
that loses its majority would find it hard to stay in power
for long.

Without Shas’ support, Netanyahu would lack a
parliamentary majority.

The Shas leadership’s discomfort with the events
of the past week was apparent not only in Yosef’s sad
demeanor, but also in a harsh condemnation by the elderly
and widely respected kabalist, Rabbi Yitzhak Kadourie, of
the decision to open the tunnel. He said those who had
made this decision were ‘‘crazies who want to enrage the
whole world against us’’ and urged that the newly opened
entrance to the tunnel be closed again.

In a statement to Channel Two on Sunday night,
Kadourie also called for Hebron to be “‘divided between
the Muslims and the Jews’” and for the rest of the Palestin-
ian self-rule accords to be implemented immediately.

But Yosef refused to call specifically for a unity
government and instead demanded closer consultation
between government and opposition. At Yosef’s sugges-
tion, Netanyahu briefed Peres on the military and diplo-
matic situation before departing for Washington.

Peres said after his meeting with Yosef that he was
““skeptical’’ about the prospect of a unity government.
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Netanyahu’s aides said the prime minister did not
want such a government at this time and that this was the
position he had taken during his meeting with Yosef.

In a related move, the Third Way Party, another of
the Likud’s coalition partners, called Sunday night for *‘the
creation of dialogue between the government and the
opposition.”’ :

The Third Way urged Israel and the Palestinian
Authority to move immediately into the permanent status
negotiations, which will deal with the status of Jerusalem,
Israeli settlements and the question of Palestinian state-
hood.

The talks opened just prior to Israel’s May national
elections, but have not been resumed since the new
government came into power.

These rumblings from the more moderate elements
of the Netanyahu Cabinet dovetailed with muted criticisms
within government circles over the decision-making process
that led to the opening of the tunnel entrance.

The defense establishment — from Defense
Minister Yitzhak Mordechai, through the Israel Defense
Force’s top brass and on to the Shin Bet, Israel’s domestic
intelligence agency — all have made it known that they
were not properly consulted, and certainly not heeded, in
the discussions that did take place.

Netanyahu has won some unusual support from
more conservative Cabinet members. Minister of Science
Ze’ev “‘Benny”” Begin is one hard-liner previously critical
of the premier who has strongly backed him during this
Crisis.

But the mutterings in the defense establishment,
widely reported in the media, weakened Netanyahu's
standing.

Their criticism has produced — or in some cases
heightened — a sense of doubt in sections of the Israeli
public about Netanyahu’s capabilities as prime minister and
these, too, were reflected in the media.

But, as the premier and his aides repeatedly noted,
much of Israel’s media opposed him in the election, and
hardly allowed him the traditional grace period before
attacking his policies and performance.

Believe standing not weakened
Netanyahu’s aides believe that his standing has not

weakened among the more than 50 percent of the popula-
tion who voted him into office. To the contrary, they
maintain, these Israelis support his tough line and espe-
cially his flat refusal to accede to the Clinton administra-
tion’s request that the new entrance to the tunnel be closed.

A solidarity rally in Hebron on Monday, attended
by thousands, attested to the mood of vindication among
conservative voters.

The fact that Palestinian police — an estimated 200
of them, according to Israeli intelligence sources — shot at
IDF soldiers during the fighting last week is widely cited
among supporters of the government as justifying their
original opposition to the self-rule accords.

By the same token, though, opinion among oppo-
nents of the government has also hardened as a result of
last week’s crisis. Demonstrations in Jerusalem and Tel
Aviv staged by Peace Now and allied movements have
been well-attended, and the groups have flooded the
newspapers with paid ads demanding that the government
honor Israel’s signed commitments to the Palestinians.

Political observers feit that the premier would
successfully allay the criticisms from coalition parties if the
Washington summit succeeds and the Israeli-Palestinian
peace process is indeed put back on track.

Failing that, they said, the situation on the ground
could deteriorate so fast as to make further political
speculation moot. 0
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fson'!e_survivors in Ukraine
ineligible for compensation
By Lev Krichevsky

KIEV, Ukraine (JTA) — Some Jews here say they
may never benefit from a fund established two years ago
to compensate Ukrainians who suffered under the Nazis.

In 1994, the Fund for Mutual Understanding and
Reconciliation was created to distribute about $270 million
from Germany to Ukrainian citizens — not just Jews —
who had suffered under the German occupation during
World War II.

Jewish activists say the fund’s guidelines make it
difficult, if not impossible, for Jews, particularly those who
were in hiding during the war, to obtain the funds. The
compensation is distributed in one-time payments of about
$600. Similar funds exist in Russia and Belarus.

Most Holocaust survivors in the former Soviet
Union live in Ukraine, but Jews make up less than 1
percent of fund beneficiaries. Beneficiaries of the fund
include survivors of ghettos and concentration camps, as
well as the so-called Ostarbeitern, or ‘‘eastern workers,”
the thousands of Slavs who were forced to work in Ger-
many during the war on the Soviet front.

““At the beginning, two testimonies from the
witnesses were enough to claim the compensation,” said
Klara Vinokur, head of the Kiev organization of Holocaust
survivors. “‘Later on, the fund began to demand archival
documents proving that there had been a ghetto in this
particular town and the applicant’s name was on the list of
its inmates.”’

Vinokur added, ‘‘In many cases such lists could
have been destroyed along with the ghetto itself.”

But Jews who were in hiding during the Nazi
occupation are not eligible for the compensation unless
they were at some point in a ghetto or concentration camp.

Boris Levit, 71, is among those Jews.

He went into hiding a day before the German
troops marched into his hometown, Zhitomir, His entire
family was killed there in September 1941.

Despite his suffering, he is not eligible to receive
the payment, according to fund policy.

In the Kiev organization of Holocaust survivors,
““‘we have people who escaped from Babi Yar or other
places of mass executions,”” said Vinokur, adding that
these Jews also have been denied fund payments.

In Russia, however, Jews who were in hiding are
eligible for the one-time payment.

Mikhail Chlenov, president of the Va’ad, the
Jewish Federation of Russia, said fund officials should
review the policy toward Jews who were in hiding in the
German-occupied Soviet territories.

Officials of both the Russian and Ukrainian funds
say they are ready to set up special commissions to
examine the issue of Jews who were in hiding.

‘Tatyana Zhvanetskaya, head of the Moscow
Association of Holocaust Survivors, said there was some
hope that the funds’ policies would be revised. ([l

Albanian Jews hear blast
of shofar at JDC celebration
By Ruth E. Gruber

ROME (JTA) — The sound of the shofar was
heard in Albania this High Holiday season for the first time
in at least 50 years.

About two-thirds of Albania’s estimated 60 Jews
gathered in the capital of Tirana just before Rosh Hashanah
for a High Holiday celebration organized by the American
Jewish Joint Distribution Committee.

“We talked with them, explained to them what
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Rosh Hashanah is,”’ the JDC’s Manlio Dell’ Ariccia, who
helped organize the event, said in an interview at his Rome
office.

““We organized games and activities that also were
linked to Rosh Hashanah,”” he said, ‘‘and then we blew the
shofar.”

Albania had a small Jewish community before
World War II. In the postwar years, the hard-line Stalinist
regime of Enver Hoxha banned all religious observance,
Jewish and non-Jewish alike. After the fall of the Commu-
nist regime earlier this decade, most of the 300 Jews in
Albania left for Israel. Those who remained knew practi-
cally nothing about Judaism or Jewish observance.

This year, a young Jew from Rome, Asher Habib,
went to Tirana at Chanukah to teach local Jews about the
holiday and to light the menorah. He also went to Albania
just before Passover to explain the holiday and demonstrate
how to hold a seder.

In the summer of 1995, almost alf of Albania’s 17
Jewish youths were sent for the first time to participate in
the JDC-Lauder Foundation International Jewish summer
camp in Szarvas, Hungary. Fourteen of the Albanian
youths repeated the experience this past summer.

“It was their first collective experience with
Judaism,”” Dell’ Ariccia said. *‘It was extremely positive
for the kids to be together.””

Swiss court convicts anti-Semite
By Tamar Levy

GENEVA (JTA) — The leader of a group known
as the Universal Church has been found guilty of publish-
ing an anti-Semitic brochure that claimed that Jewish greed
was responsible for causing World War II.

Reimers Peters was fined $4,000 recently by a
Swiss court and ordered to pay $6,800 in legal costs after
being found guilty of breaching a law that makes it a crime
to discriminate against ethnic groups or incite racial hatred.

The law, passed by Swiss legislators in 1993, was
approved the next year in a national referendum.

The law has enabled the courts to handle a series
of complaints of alleged anti-Semitism, including one
against a library in Basel charged with distributing a book
already banned in Germany that minimized the extent of
Nazi war crimes and that espoused the theory of a Jewish
conspiracy to dominate the world.

Another complaint filed against four record dealers
charges them with distributing a neo-Nazi propaganda
record that was also previously banned in Germany. Prior
to the Swiss law’s enactment, neo-Nazis in France and
Germany had avoided those countries’ anti-racist laws by
traveling to Switzerland to promote their views. O

Pop star recants call for emigration
By David Landau

JERUSALEM (JTA) — The popular Israeli singer
Aviv Geffen has retracted some of the comments he made
during an interview, including his call for the nation’s
youth to leave the country.

In an interview with the youth magazine Ma’ariv
LaNoar, the singer had called on young people to leave the
Jewish state, triggering a storm of protest.

But at an awards ceremony, Geffen said he made
the plea in the heat of the moment and that it should not be
interpreted literally. He added that he had no intention of
leaving Israel. Geffen said he would not retract the state-
ments that he made about his fear that the prospects for
peace were fading, however.

“If my interview serves to bring peace one day
closer, it was worthwhile,”” he said. O




