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78th Year

® An estimated 14,000 peogle attended
a rally for Israel on Sunday at Madison

Square Garden. Israeli Prime Minister

Shimon Peres, Vice President Al Gore and

Leah Rabin, widow of slain Prime Minister
Yitzhak Rabin, ‘were among the featured
speakers. [Page 1]

B Prime Minister Shimon Peres arrived
in the United States for a three-day
visit that will include talks with Presi.
dent Clinton on Monday aimed at finding
ways to restart the stalled peace negotia-
tions with Syria. [Page 3]

® Israeli troops withdrew from Tulk-
arm, the second West Bank town to be
transferred to Palestinian control under
the terms of an agreement signed in Sep-
tember for expanding West Bank autonomy.
[Page 4] .

® A Jewish settler and his 4-year-old
daughter were wounded in a drive-hy
shooting near the West Bank settiement
of Neveh Daniel. Yonatan Moshitz, from
the West Bank settlement of Efrat, was
listed in moderate condition after undergo-
ing surgery on his legs. [Page 4]

m A conference of world donors who
pledged aid to the Palestinian Authority
was postponed because of potential con-
flicts with meetings called to assess the
situation in Bosnia. {[Page 4]

m A lawyer for the relatives of Jews
deported from France during World War
It accused the French Justice Ministry
of trying te prevent the trial of Maurice
Papon, the last remaining French citizen
indicted for crimes against humanity.

® Civil Administration officials began

collecting weapeons that had been is-
sued to Palestinians cooperating with
Israeli authorities. The weapons were
ieportedly being gathered to prevent their
falling into the hands of the Palestinian
Authority after Israel completes its sched:
uled withdrawal from six Palestinian towns
in the West Bank.

® Passports issued to Palestinians by

the self-rule government went into -

effect. They replace travel documents
issued until now by Israel.

ON SUNDAY, THEY RALLIED [Part 1]
'silent majority’ rises up

at pro-israel rally in N Y

By Cynthia Mann

NEW YORK (JTA) — A rally at Madison Square Garden this week
marked for some the awakening of the “‘silent Jewish majority’” in America
that has fong supported the Arab-Israeli peace process, but was not moved to
express that support until last month’s assassination of Israeli Prime Minister
Yitzhak Rabin. ,

Sunday morning’s overflow crowd clearly was a relief to rally
organizers, who had wrangled intensively in recent days over a program that
would not alienate opponents of the peace process.

Although not everyone at the gathering belonged to the Israeli
government’s peace camp, all seemed bent on demonstrating their support for

Israel, Jewish unity and the pursuit of peace.

An estimated 14,000 people, including more than 40 members of
Congress and a host of other dignitaries, braved freezing temperatures, tight
security and logistical snafus to enter the Garden and pay tribute to the
memory of the slain Israeli leader.

Close to 200 buses brought people from beyond the New York

region, organizers said. Some traveled from as far as Washington, D.C., and

New Hampshire. Once inside, they were exhorted to honor Rabin’s legacy of
peace by Israeli Prime Minister Shimon Peres, U.S. Vice President Al Gore
and Rabin’s widow, Leah, all of whom underscored the close friendship
between the United States and Israel.

Peres drew the loudest applause when he called for broadenmg the
circle of peace to include Syria and Lebanon and when he called for Jewish
unity. “When you have two views, you don’t have to become two people,”’
he said.

-““We do recognize the right of the opposition to oppose us,”” he said,
but Jews should “‘be united against murder, against violence, against curses.
Let’s argue, not hate.”

Israeli Chief Ashkenazi Rabbi Yisrael Meir Lau, meanwhile, called
on Jews everywhere to draw on their tradition of love, respect for human life,
solidarity and brotherhood.

~ Religious Jews ““know what it means to appreciate human life”” and
have to think about “‘our failure,”” said Lau, a highly esteemed figure among
the Orthodox, who are on the defensive in the wake of thé assassination.

Confessed killer Yigal Amir was a product of Orthodox Zionist

education and said he killed Rabin to save the Jewish people from the

territorial concessions that are an integral part of the peace process.

Lightning rod for divisions :
The event was organized by the Conference of Presidents of Major

American Jewish Organizations, the Jewish Community Relations Council of
New York, the United Jewish Appeal-Federation of New York, the State of
Israel Bonds and the World Jewish Congress.

Although the rally was called to show Jewish unity and promote
healing in the wake of the assassination, its planning became a lightning rod
for all the community’s divisions. Critics of the peace process demanded the
inclusion of speakers from the Israeli government opposition to show that
Jews are not monolithic about the way peace should be achieved.

The organizers, for their part, maintained that the rally was nonpoliti-
cal and, to prove it, eliminated any references to ‘‘the peace process’’ in
advertisements for the event. Instead, the organizers billed the rally as a show
of support for ““the pursuit of peace.”

The change infuriated advocates of the peace process. For fear of
violating an Orthodox ban on hearing a woman sing, the organizers also
reportedly turned down an offer made by Barbra Streisand to perform at the
rally.

Despite the concessions, a few organizations boycotted the event. And
even though many modern Orthodox Jews attended, the black-garbed
fervently Orthodox were conspicuously absent.

In an apparent effort to demonstrate the pluralistic nature of the event,
the emcee at the rally went so far as to announce the names of three members
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States. The problem was that none of the three was present.

Reached at his hotel Sunday night, Shoval said he was
invited to attend but not to speak. He refused the invitation.

“] thought it was a wonderful occasion to have a
unity rally and for someone very senior in Likud to have
said a few words in memory of Yitzhak Rabin for the sake
of unity.”

Shoval said, however, he did not think that it was
appropriate for him to come and “‘be a decoration.”

If it was forbidden to utter the words ‘‘peace
process,” the message from the speakers was transparent.

*‘I call on everyone here to carry on a commitment
to Yitzhak Rabin’s vision of peace,” said Edgar Bronfman,
WIC president and one of the main backers of the rally.

““Whatever our differences, let us vow to discuss
them with civility and mutual respect,” he said, triggering
applause. _

Leah Rabin also urged unity. ‘“Nothing could be
more important” in this time of Jewish “‘crisis,”” she said.

She also said, ““We do not want to forget who
killed and who was killed.”’

Recalling the climate of hostility by opponents of
her husband in the months leading up to his death, she
said, “‘The voice of the silent majority was not heard.”

‘He bequested Jewish unity’
The turning point, she said, was the Nov. 4 peace

rally where he was killed. ‘“The State of Israel is crying,
the world is crying, but, friends, beyond all the tears, I see
he bequested peace, he bequested solidarity, he bequested
Jewish unity,” she said.

Leon Levy, chairman of the Conference of Presi-
dents, said, ‘““No assassin’s bullet and no terrorist’s bomb
can deter Israel from a true, just and lasting peace.”

Peres underscored Rabin’s courage in pursuing
peace in the face of intense opposition. He said Rabin
walked through ‘‘streets of hatred, squares of chaos,
avenues of accusation.”

Although Rabin was “‘not indifferent’’ to what was
being said, ‘‘he did not change his mind,”” Peres said, and
*“paid the highest price’’ for it.

Gore waxed emotional when he addressed each
Rabin family member by name and said Americans *‘have
been and are attempting to lift you up and say to you, ‘We
respect you and we fove you.”

Noting the approach of Chanukah, he said, ““The
ancient light of the Maccabees will guide the house of
Israel {toward] light over darkness, faith over cynicism,
reason over arms.”’

Gore issued a resounding call to follow Rabin’s
pursuit of peace, while warning, ‘‘The road to peace is not
an easy one.”’ The abstacles of evil, hate, pain and division
will slow the fulfiliment of Rabin’s legacy, he said, adding,
“We will not be daunted. We will not be afraid.”

Many in the crowd were not aware of the contro-
versies in the planning of the rally; they came to express
support for the Israeli government’s policies.

““We are, many of us, the silent majority, and I
think it was very important for us to show ourselves
today,”” said Murray Klein of Great Neck, N.Y.

““We’re not people who generally demonstrate but
I think that from this day forward we must,”” Klein said.
“‘Perhaps if we had showed more support for Yitzhak
Rabin and the peace process, some of the opposition would
have been less militant, and that’s the thing that bothers
me.”

Ira Orchin, who had traveled from suburban
Philadelphia with a bus from his synagogue, Congregation
Mishkan Shalom, expressed similar sentiments, saying that
he was there ‘“to stand up for the less vocal part of the
Jewish people who believe in the peace process.’
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Esther Moreh, who immigrated to New York from
Iran 17 years ago, came to show her strong support for the
peace process. ‘‘We need it,” said the Great Neck resident,
saying that all her life she has been a “‘real Zionist.”

Shai Ingber, a sophomore at Princeton University,
said American Jews have to support the Israeli government.

““You have to trust the government,”” Ingber said,
adding that he was ““disgusted’” that right-wing groups
either would not come to the rally or sought to turn it into
a political event.

Rochelle Floug, who came from Queens with a
group organized by Israel Bonds, said she does not support
the “‘peace process as it is.”” Although she knew many
who chose to stay away, Floug said she felt that it was
important to come *‘to show support for Israel and that all
religious Jews are not assassins.”’

Floug, whose feelings were echoed by others
interviewed and was one of the few in the arena who did
not stand when Leah Rabin was introduced, said she was
upset that no one from Likud was invited to speak.

Across the political spectrum, some said the
compromises by the organizers to focus on unity rather
than on support for the govemment’s peace policies did not
help and served only to beighten tensions.

“Unity is an inappropriate goal at this historic
moment,”’ said Michael Lemer, publisher of the liberal
Tikkun magazine. ‘“To ask Jews to assemble but to not
specifically endarse the peace process would be like asking
Americans to assemble after the murder of Martin Luther
King but not mention civil rights.”

Last Friday, The New York Times ran a full-page
ad by the Zionist Organization of America and the National
Council of Young Israel, which protested the event as
partisan.

““How can I accept this as a rally of unity and
reconciliation when both sides are not represented’’ in the
program? said Morton Klein, president of the ZOA, a
member of the Conference of Presidents.

‘Still playing their games’
But the public show of disunity by a conference

member angered people such as Abraham Foxman, national
director of the Anti-Defamation League.

“It’s distressing and disturbing that after we’ve
gone through the tragedy, we’re unable to come together
if only for the sake of memory and unity,”” he said.
“‘Everybody’s still playing their games and trying to make
apoint.” '

The attendance at the rally showed that the inter-
organizational “‘nitpicking and dissonance’ occurred on
the sidelines and that the vast majority of Jews support the
peace process, Foxman said Sunday.

““The silent majority is silent no more.”

““This was a great success,”” said one Israeli
official who did not want his name used. ‘“We want the
Jewish community to support the peace process and we
know the majority does.’’

In planning the event, he added, *‘there was an
attempt to satisfy as many people as possible without
losing the fact that there is one and only one government
of the State of Israel.”

““There were accommodations made,”” said Letty
Cottin Pogrebin, an author and former president of Ameri-
cans for Peace Now.

But except for her outrage over the Streisand ban,
she said she felt that the rally ““was a healing experience
and no one compromised on the basics.”

“The “peace process’ words were banished,” she
said, **but the sentiments were clear.” O

(JTA editor Lisa Hostein and editorial assistant
Lori Silberman contributed to this report.)
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ON SUNDAY, THEY RALLIED [Part 2
Left out in the cold:
The angry and the disappointed
By Alissa Kaplan

NEW YORK (JTA) — For most New Yorkers, it
was just another Sunday. -

The frigid temperatures kept many in this diverse
city of millions inside, unaware that a crowd which could
populate a small Midwestern city was coming together to
remember the passing of slain Israeli Prime Minister
Yitzhak Rabin.

But for others, especially protesters and those left
out in the cold, this Sunday was one that would create
memories — mostly negative ones.

Outside the Duane Reade drugstore in the labyrin-
thine Penn Station, just below the Madison Square Garden
site of the rally for Israel, a disgruntled group from
northern New Jersey clearly felt let down.

The rally was under way as they waited, talking to
each other about their frustration.

“All of the tickets for groups were given to
individuals,”” said Dr. David Namerow of Temple Israel in
Ridgewood, N.I. ““We feel disappointed. We wanted to be
part of a rally that is important to us.”’

Namerow was part of a contingent of 150 to 200
that had come to the rally to show support for the govern-
ment and the people of Israel and for the pursuit of peace.

Other frustrated individuals who had journeyed to
take part in the gathering were luckier. .

““It was an unbelievable nightmare’” out there, said

Ira Orchin of suburban Philadelphia as he entered the

Garden a full hour after the ceremonies began,

Orchin, who had come with a bus from Congrega-
tion Mishkan Shalom, said the lines and the disorganization
that greeted their arrival was irritating.

“Qur tickets were given away, but somehow we
managed to get in,”” he said, his preteen daughter in tow.

Others stayed outside for a different reason: They
opposed what was going on inside.

‘Eating dog flesh in Japan’

Two groups across the street from the station —
each enclosed by police barricades — protested the event,
despite the bitter cold.

Police presence was heavy throughout the area;
officers were visible at every turn.

One of the groups, comprised of four people, was
surrounded by six New York City police officers.

But officers outside Penn Station said that for a
rally of this size — an estimated 14,000 people turned up
— no unusual police activity had taken place.

Protesters shouted, blew whistles and distributed
leaflets. Some carried signs that said ‘‘Rabin Is A Traitor.”
One sign showed Rabin and Prime Minister Shimon Peres
— both giving the straight-armed Nazi salute — at the
center of two targets.

The group was led by Rabbi Mordechai Friedman
of the Borough Park section of Brooklyn, N.Y. The
president of a group calling itself the American Board of
Rabbis, Friedman said Yigal Amir, Rabin’s confessed
assassin, was justified to kill under Jewish law.

Rabin was an ‘“‘apostate’’ and a ‘‘heretic,”” Fried-
man said.

““God gave us this land,”” Friedman said of the
Jewish state.

A news release Friedman putled out of his brief-
case stated, ‘“Rabin desecrated Judaism publicly and
maliciously by violating the Sabbath, eating dog flesh in
Japan, pork in New York.” '

It also stated that Rabin “‘violated the covenant

between the Almighty and the Jewish people by giving up
Judea and Samaria to Arafat, that is punishable by excision
from Judaism.”’ Yasser Arafat is the head of the Palestine
Liberation Organization.

About 30 feet away, a group of six people who
described themselves as religious Jews, sang ‘‘David,
Melech Yisrael,”” a well-known Hebrew children’s song
about ng David. These protesters took a less strident
tone, saying that they mourned Rabin’s death and did not
condone murder, but were protesting the absence of any
opposition leader at the rally.

Brown pieces of paper taped over their mouths
read: ““When only one vote is heard, is this a unity rally?
Where is Weizman? Where is Bibi?”’

Both Isracli President Ezer Weizman and Likud
opposition leader Benjamin Netanyahu were not invited to
the event, which evoked much debate in the American
Jewish community. Their inclusion in the rally apparently
would have appeased some of the right-wing Jews who did
not attend the event.

Another person held a sign high above his head
that showed a concentration camp victim wearing the
yellow Star of David. The sign said: “Why Is Israel’s
Future Decided By Arab Knesset Members?”’

Stuart and Robin Einbinder of West Hempstead,
Long Island, were part of this group. They spoke through
the brown pieces of paper that covered their mouths.

“We are afraid of Oslo,”” Robin Einbinder said,
referring to the Isracli-Palestinian peace accords.

Her husband, Stuart, said Rabin was ‘‘misguided,
not a traitor.” (I

(JTA editor Lisa Hostein contributed to this
report.)

Reviving talks with Syria
set as focus of Peres visit
By Naomi Segal

JERUSALEM (JTA) — Prime Minister Shimon
Peres arrived Sunday in the United States for a three-day
visit that will focus on finding ways to restart the stalled
peace negotiations with Syria.

Speaking to reporters accompanying him on the
flight to New York, where he attended a memorial Sunday
for the late Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin at Madison
Square Garden, Peres said he was considering making a
public announcement on the price that Israel would be
willing to pay for a peace accord with Syria. ‘

But on his arrival in New York, Peres said he
would outline the Israeli position for peace only after he
knew what kind of peace Syria was offering.

Israel has not yet publicly stated the extent of a
withdrawal it would be willing to make on the Golan
Heights, though it has voiced willingness to embark on a
phased withdrawal from the region in exchange for peace
with Syria. Syria has demanded a full Israeli pullback on
the Golan to the borders in existence prior to the 1967 Six-
Day War as a precondition for peace.

Without providing details, Peres told reporters that
he would present new proposals for peace with Syria
during his talks with President Clinton on Monday.

Israel and Syria last held direct talks in June, when
top military officials from both sides met in Washington.
Those talks were broken off by Syria, which objected to an
Israeli request for early-warning ground stations it wanted

" to maintain on the Golan in the wake of a withdrawal.

In another development, Peres will reportedly ask
the United States to limit the sale to Arab countries of spy-
satellites and high-altitude photographs that include Israeli
territory. Peres was expected to raise the matter when he
meets with CIA Director John Deutch in Washington. [
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israeli troops withdraw
from West Bank's Tulkarm
By Naomi Segal '

JERUSALEM (JTA) — Israeli troops withdrew
from Tulkarm, the second West Bank town to be trans-
ferred to Palestinian control under the terms of an agree-
ment signed in September for expanding West Bank
autonomy.

The withdrawal, which took place before dawn
Sunday, came despite a spate of recent violence in the
West Bank that has helghtened secuuty concemns for
settlers living in the region.

Shortly after midnight, Israel Defense Force troops
lowered the Israeli flag outside the former army headquar-
ters in Tulkarm as control was transferred to an advance
guard of Palestinian police officers.

The town was decorated with Palestinian flags and
with photographs of Palestine Liberation Organization
leader Yasser Arafat in celebration of the Palestinian
officers’ arrival and the end of Israeli administration of the
town. '

Israel completed its withdrawal from the West
Bank town of Jenin in mid-November. Under the terms of
the September accords, known as the Interim Agreement,
Israel is scheduled to withdraw from four more West Bank
population centers — Kalkilya, Nablus, Ramallah and
Bethlehem — by the end of December.

" In March, the Palestinians are scheduled to assume
control over major portions of Hebron, the only West Bank
town where settlers live alongside Palestinians.

The redeployment from Tulkarm took place within
hours of a drive-by shooting near the West Bank settlement
of Neveh Daniel that wounded a settler and his 4- year-o]d
daughter. o

Glass splinters
Yonatan Moshitz, from the West Bank settlement

of Eftat, was listed in moderate condition after undergoing
surgery on his legs. His daughter was released from the
hospital after being treated for glass splinters.

Two other daughters in the car were reportedly not
injured in the Saturday night attack.

Residents of the Gush Etzion settlement bloc in the
West Bank issued warnings that settlers would confront
additional security problems in the wake of an Israeli
redeployment from the region.

Earlier this month, four Israeli soldiers were
wounded in two shooting incidents in the West Bank.

Last Friday, Israeli soldiers shot and killed a
23-year-old Palestinian during demonstrations taking place
in Nablus.

Meanwhile, Israel eased restrictions on Palestinian
workers from the West Bank, granting an additional 6,800
permits allowing the laborers to enter Israel.

In Hebron, where some 400 Jewish settlers live
among 100,000 Palestinians, a group of 15 Palestinian
police arrived Sunday to open up the dlstnct coordination
office that will serve the area.

Fifty settlers reportedly blocked the road outside
the district office to protest the arrival of the police.

Another group of settlers reportedly blocked the
main road between Hebron and Bethlehem to protest the
Saturday night shooting of the settler and his daughter.

Prime Minister Shimon Peres reaffirmed Israel’s
commitment to the peace process during a meeting [ast
Friday with Arafat at the Erez Crossing separating the
Gaza Strip from Israel.

It was Peres’ first meeting with Arafat since he
became prime minister in the wake of the Nov. 4 assassina-
tion of Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin. O
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Israel offers bond issue

in U.S. totaling $200 million
By Naomi Segal

JERUSALEM (JTA) — In an effort to ““diversify
its financing after the era” of loan guarantees, Israel has
floated $200 million in bonds in the United States, said
Finance Ministry spokesman Eli Yosef.

The demand for the 10-year bonds reportedly was
three times the amount offered. '

Israel recently arranged a $250 million loan from
some 43 banks, which put up the money in a variety of
currencies.

The late Prlme Minister Yitzhak Rabin had repeat-
edly stated his plan to make the Isracli economy indepen-
dent of American funding.

Tsrael receives $1.8 billion dollars in military aid
and $1.2 billion dollars in economic aid annually from the
United States, both in the form of grants.

 In addition, the United States also agreed in 1992
to guarantee $10 billion in loans to Israel by commercial
banks in order to fund a housing and economic develop-
ment program for immigrants from the former Soviet
Union. ‘

In another development, the Boston-based New
England Funds, in conjunction with B’nai B’rith and New
England Mutual Life Insurance Co., is launching a mutual
fund next month that will invest the bulk of its assets in
Tel Aviv. Batucha Securities, a Tel Aviv money manager,
is serving as an economic subadviser.

The Isracl Growth Fund was the result of an
initiative by B’nai B'rith to come up with an investment
package representing a new kind of economic partnership
with Israel, according to officials with the organization.

The fund will invest 65 percent of its assets in
Israeli compames

It is expected to be introduced in January, with the
aim of rajsing $50 million by April, $100 million within a
year and $200 million in three years. The fund will be
managed by the Chicago-based Harris Associates. C

World conference of donors
to Palestinians is postponed
By Joseph Kopel

BRUSSELS (JTA) — A conference of world
donors who have pledged aid to the Palestinian Authority
has been postponed one month because of potential
conflicts with meetings called to assess the situation in
Bosnia.

The donors conference, scheduled to take place
Saturday in Paris, has been postponed to Jan. 9, said E.U.
diplomatic sources here.

According to these sources, the donors conference
risked potential conflicts with a series of meetings on
Bosnia that are scheduled to take place in London, Paris
and Brussels during the next two weeks.

“Several countries, including the United States,
have informed the French government that they would have
difficulties to be present in Paris because of the Bosnia
meetings,”” one of these sources said. .

The United States has pledged 20,000 troops to
serve as part of a 60,000 NATO-led contingent that will
seek to enforce the terms of a peace accord for Bosnia
initialed last month in Dayton, Ohio, and expected to be
signed this week in Paris.

At the donors conference, participants are sched-
uled to establish the amount of their contributions to the
Palestinians, analyze the economic situation in the areas
falling under Palestinian control and assess the 1996 budget

of the Palestinian Authority. U




