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78th Year

m A U.S. Court of Appeals ruled unani
mously that creation of the village of
Airment, a New York City suburb, vio-
lated the rights of its Orthodox Jewish
community by banning synagogues in
nearby neighborhoods. The Justice Depart-
ment had charged that the village was
deliberately formed to exclude Jews.

® The U.S. Senate passed an amend-
ment to the Middle East Peace Facilita-
tion Act that would require the closure

~ of Orient House and 10 other Palestinian

organizations in eastern Jerusalem before

~ the Palestinian Authority could continue

receiving U.S. financial aid.

® [sraeli and Palestinian negotiators
resumed their stalled talks. A published
report of the emerging text said Israel had
agreed to turn over to the Palestinians
seven Arab cities and 400 villages as well
as state land in the West Bank.

B The Iranian flight attendant who
hijacked a plane from Iran to Israel
appeared before a magistrate's court in
Eilat. The judge ruted that he could be held
while he was investigated on charges that
included air piracy and infiltration.

B Israel arrested the mother of Yehiya
Ayash, a Hamas member suspected of
masterminding a series of suicide terror
bombings against Israelis. The arrest

was made to get Ayash, known as “The -

Engineer,” to turn himself in.

B Israeli security forces are on high
alert for possible terror attacks with
the onset of the High Holidays. Security
officials are stationing extra reinforcements
at Jewish sites across the country.

® An auction house in the northern
Italian city of Trento is putting on the
block items belonging to Adolf Hitler
and his mistress, Eva Braun. A water-
tolor attributed to the German dictator will
be offered for a minimum of $13,000 at
the Oct. 14 auction.

REMINDER: The JTA DawLy
NEws BULLETIN will not be pub-
lished Sept. 26 and Sept. 27.

BEHIND THE HEADLINES

Explosive congressional hearing
highlights divisions among Jews
By Matthew Dorf

WASHINGTON (JTA) — Opponents of the Middle East peace
process outnumbered supporters at an explosive congressional hearing this
week that at Jeast one Jewish activist said signaled a ‘“sad day’’ for American
Jewry.

4 For a marathon 5% hours Wednesday, members of the House
Interniational Relations Committee heard a parade of testimony as officials of
Jewish organizations offered conflicting views of issues relating to the peace

TOCEeSS.

P Almost all 19 witnesses, including five Jewish members of Congress,
focused on the polarizing issue of aid to the Palestinians.

The United States has pledged $500 million over five years to the
Palestinians. - ‘

The legislation that allows the money to flow, the Middle East Peace
Facilitation Act, expires at the end of the month. An extension is being
considered by Congress. -

Although it is not clear what effect the hearing will have on the
ultimate legislation, the lawmakers heard the following on the subject:
The Zionist Organization of America called for an immediate cutoff
of aid. ‘

The Union of Orthodox Jewish Congregations of America asked the
panel to hold the money for six months in -escrow to ensure that the
Palestinians were complying with their accords.

And the American Zionist Movement and the American Jewish
Committee backed the American Israel Public Affairs Committee’s call for
Congress to pass the Middle East Peace Facilitation Act.

Senior Israeli and AIPAC officials had unsuccessfully attempted to
dissuade committee Chairman Rep. Benjamin Gilman (R-N.Y.) from holding
the hearings for fear that the anti-Isracli government testimony would
negatively impact the peace process.

But the hearings went on. But before any members of the Jewish
community spoke, one committee member chided the whole lot for bringing
domestic Israeli political disputes to the halls of Congress.

“I am disgusted by the attempts by opposition parties in Israel to
manipulate the sincere concerns of many American Jews to further their own
political agenda,”” said Rep. Alcee Hastings (D-Fla.), a black congressman
long considered a strong friend of Israel:

‘Partisan Israeli politics spilling over’

Hastings said he had more faith in Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak
Rabin’s political judgement about making peace with the Palestinians than *I
do with many of the persons who stop by my office to complain about the
process.”’ .
‘ These hearings are being held ‘‘because partisan Israeli political
pressures are spilling over into the United States’ political agenda,”” Hastings
added, referring to widespread attempts by Israeli political figures from Likud
to persuade Congress on a number of issues, including blocking aid to the
Palestinians.

At the end of the day, many Jewish observers who watched the
hearing said members of Congress probably left the hearing room more
confused about where the Jewish community stands.

‘“This is a sad day,’” said Seymour Reich, president of the American
Zionist Movement.

Referring to the issue of aid to the Palestinians, he said, ‘‘For the first
time, I’ve seen prominent organizations of the Conference of Presidents [of
Major American Jewish Organizations] testifying before Congress on a
position contrary to that of the conference.”’

Reich, a former chairman of the Conference of Presidents, was
referring to the stances set forth by the ZOA and the Orthodox Union.

The Conference of Presidents has supported aid to the Palestinians
and has expressed its support for the current legislation making its way
through Congress. ‘“This egregious breach is troubling and may have long-
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range negative implications for the community,”” Reich
said.

But Morton Klein, ZOA president, saw it differ-
ently. ““The hearing was a victory for those who believe
that in fact and deed Yasser Arafat is not complying with
his agreements with Israel,”” said Klein, who has been in
the forefront of lobbying activity against aid to the Pales-
tinians.

Opponents of the aid tried to show how Arafat has
failed to live up to his agreements.

Rep. Peter Deutsch (D-Fla.) agreed to show tapes
of Palestine Liberation Organization head Yasser Arafat
making speeches that were inconsistent with his pledge to
end hateful rhetoric. As time ran out on his testimony,
Deutsch only played a 15-second excerpt from a tape that
did not include any of the fiery statements contained in
other portions of Arafat speeches.

Thus members of the committee never saw Arafat
calling for a ‘‘jihad,”” or holy war, for Jerusalem. But
Deutsch provided a transcript of the full tapes for the
committee.

The hearing had many odd moments, including
when Rep. Dan Burton (R-Ind.), citing a recent AJCom-
mittee poll showing that 63 percent of American Jews do
not favor aid to the Palestinians, told AIPAC Executive
Director Neal Sher, ‘“The vast majority of Jewish Ameri-
can don’t agree with youn.”

Another strange moment came when Rep. Robert
Dornan (R-Calif.) said he was puzzled why Arafat goes to
the trouble of maintaining “‘eight days’’ of stubble.

“Why doesn’t he just grow it out?”” Dornan said
to James Zogby, president of the Arab American Institute,
who also testified at the hearings.

Indicative that the public split among Jewish
organizations has come squarely to the halls of Congress,
Richard Hellman, president of the Christians’ Israel Public
Action Campaign, said to Klein and Sher during a brief
recess: *“Why can’t you guys in the Jewish community just
get along?”’

swiss effort to return funds
of Nazi victims not the first
By Tamar Levy

GENEVA (JTA) — A meeting last week between
world Jewish leaders and Swiss bankers has been called the
““first step’” toward returning Swiss accounts of Holocaust
victims to their rightful heirs.

The recent effort to reclaim the accounts, however,
is not the first. Switzerland, known for its banks’ premium
on privacy, issued a decree in 1962 making it possible to
relax that privacy temporarily in order to find the accounts
of Nazi victims and distribute the assets to the proper heirs.

Despite the decree, Swiss banks refused to release
the deposits to relatives without proper documentation and
accurate account numbers, much of which vanished during
and after the war years.

“l want my country to show civil courage,”
Verena Grandelmeier, who brought the issue before
Parliament earlier this year, said in an interview. *‘I regret
that Switzerland did not do all it could in the '60s, when
the actual victims were yet alive.”

Gerhard Riegner of the World Jewish Congress
office here said the Jewish community and Israel did not
apply enough pressure on Swiss banks in 1962.

He recalled the case of a Jewish man from Frank-
furt who set up an account. The man died in the Holocaust.
When family members eventually went to claim the man’s
funds, the Swiss wanted them to produce a death certificate
and show that they were the rightful heirs to the money,
not other relatives who might still be alive.
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It was an impossible task in the wake of the war,

Riegner said.

An Israeli lawyer who came here after the war said
he represented Nazi victims who wanted their money and
assets returned.

“It was and is extremely difficult to prove the
family had accounts and assets,”” he said.

The lawyer spoke of an industrialist from Warsaw
who had a secret bank account during World War II. When
the man and his family made their way to a safe haven in
Switzerland, he died of a heart attack. 7

The family did not have the account number and
did not know which bank the account was in. Conse-
quently, the lawyer said, the family never saw any of that
money.. '

According to a Jewish Telegraphic Agency article
from 1963, the Swiss Consulate in New York was flooded
at the time with inquiries from people who often did not
have many details about the accounts they sought.

Between 1962 and 1973, only $9 million from
Jewish accounts in Switzerland was reportedly given to
individuals who could prove that the funds were deposited
by family members and to Swiss charities that aided Jews
and refugees, saying that was all that existed of dormant
World War II accounts. '

The documentation problem still exists, but Jewish
officials are working with the Swiss bankers to address
some of those issues.

The Swiss Bankers Association announced Sept. 12
that $34.1 million has been found in what may be secret
accounts of Holocaust victims and that more funds could
be uncovered. Some of the funds could belong to non-
Jews.

The Swiss attorney general, Carla del Ponte, said
in an interview she believed that more money in Jewish
accounts was in Swiss banks.

In the recent announcement, the bankers, who have
responded to intense pressure from Israel, Jewish groups
and survivors 50 years after World War 11, said an inde-
pendent office would be set up to help relatives of Holo-
caust victims search for accounts. The association also said
Switzerland would refrain from invoking its 10-year statute
of limitations on dormant accounts.

Representatives of the bankers association met with
a Jewish delegation last week that included WIC President
Edgar Bronfman, Avraham Burg, head of the Jewish
Agency for Isracl, and members of the Swiss Jewish
community.

After the meeting, Bronfman and Burg expressed
satisfaction with the talks. **Potential for a breakthrough in
the relations between us and the Swiss banks has been
created on a historic scale,” Burg said in a statement
released after the Sept. 14 meeting.

A follow-up meeting between the bankers and the
Jewish officials is scheduled for next month, BronfmaDn
said.

some 5.6 million call israel home
By Naomi Segal

JERUSALEM (JTA) — On the eve of the Jewish
New Year, the Central Bureau of Statistics has announced
that Israel’s population now stands at 5.57 million, up 2.6
percent from the previous Rosh Hashanah.

The Jewish population grew by more than 100,000,
to 4.5 million people. Jews comprise 81 percent of the
population; Arabs, 14.5 percent; Christians, 2.9 percent;
and Druse, 1.7 percent.

Some 82,000 immigrants — 70,000 of them from
the former Soviet Union — arrived in Israel during the past
12 months.

|




(

lm September 22, 1995 -3

orthodox man, sued by ex-wife,
denies arranging minor marriage
By Debra Nussbaum Cohen

NEW YORK (JTA) — A Brooklyn man who
created a storm of controversy throughout the Orthodox
Jewish world by marrying off his minor daughter is now
saying that he did not do it.

In a sworn affidavit submitted to the Supreme
Court of the state of New York, Israel Goldstein has
claimed that he never married off his young daughter in a
ceremony known as “‘kedusha ketana,”’ or minor marriage.

He also compared his ex-wife, who is bringing suit
against him, to Susan Smith, the South Carolina woman
who was recently convicted of drowning her two young
sons.

Goldstein’s claim in secular court contradicts what
he has said before, to a Jewish religious court and to the
media, that he married off his then-10-year-old daughter to
exact revenge against his wife, Gita Goldstein, for going to
civil court to obtain a divorce.

He has refused to grant his ex-wife a Jewish
divorce.

According to a Hebrew-language document signed
by the three judges of the Tausig religious court in the
Borough Park section of Brooklyn, Goldstein walked into
the court in September 1993 and announced that he had
married his daughter ‘‘according to the laws of Moses and
Israel.”

Although he refused to divulge the names of the
groom and the two witnesses required for any Jewish
marriage, the rabbinic judges accepted as fact that
Goldstein had committed his daughter, Sarah Leah, to
marriage in accordance with Jewish law.

Their document saying so.was part of Gita
Goldstein’s original complaint against her ex-husband. She
is suing him, and wants to sue the groom and witnesses he
previously said he used to marry off their daughter, for
damages.

She has asked the court to award her and her
daughter $30 million.

When asked by a reporter attending the preliminary
court hearing Aug. 30 whether he married off his daughter,
Israel Goldstein smiled briefly.

Goldstein then said, *‘It will all come out in
court.”’

It looks as if he may be right.

1

Equivalent of murdefess‘
State Supreme Court Judge James Shaw ruled Sept.

7 that Gita Goldstein’s case against her ex-husband will go
forward. '

The judge also ruled that Israel Goldstein is
required to answer questions from Gita Goldstein’s attorney
in front of a judicial hearing officer in a session still to be
scheduled.

Israel Goldstein appeared in court without an
attorney and told the judge that he was representing
himself.

He submitted a rambling affidavit in which he
attacked his ex-wife as being ‘‘the equivalent of the
murderess Susan Smith®’ for ‘‘taking away children from
their father.”

Because she went to a civil court to obtain a
divorce from him, she is ‘‘neither pious, Torah observant
or Orthodox in any fashion.”

““Gita Goldstein has spit on God and on his Torah
law,”” he testified. _ '

In the affidavit he also called her attorney, A.
David Stern, ‘‘an asinine moron’’ as well as *‘primitive-
minded.”’
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At the end of the .document Goldstein claimed
never to have actually married off his daughter.

“Unfortunately for Mr., Stern and Mrs. Gita
Goldstein, who commenced their litigation in the secular
court and who have violated the Jewish law as prescribed
by God in His Torah, I never married off my daughter or
performed kedusha ketana,” testified Goldstein in the
affidavit.

““Therefore there isno ‘groom’ or witnesses for me
to identify, and certainly no groom to come forward and
offer a get,”” or Jewish divorce.

““If Sara Leah is suffering emotionally, it is surely
from all the childhood years she was deprived of her
father,”’ he testified in the affidavit.

Sara Leah lives with her mother and younger
brother in Montreal.

Gita Goldstein works as a teacher in an Orthodox
nursery school.

In a recent interview Gita Goldstein said her ex-
husband harasses her and her relatives with threatening
phone calls in the middle of the night. _

After they were separated several years ago, but
before she had gone to the secular courts, Israel Goldstein
had allegedly kidnapped their son from a playground. He
later failed to show up at a custody hearing, and the courts
awarded her sole custody, she said.

Shortly after the minor marriage was made public
in an article last May by the Jewish Telegraphic Agency,
Orthodox rabbis ruled that Sarah Leah is not actually
married because her father never named the groom or
witnesses involved in the marriage.

Stern said, however, that he fears that the rabbinic
ruling does not truly free the girl.

Goldstein ‘‘could reveal the witnesses at any
time,”” Stern said, adding, ‘“‘It’s a sword of Damocles
hanging over her (Sara Leah’s) head until the entire issue
is put to rest.’’

The goal of suing Goldstein and uitimately, the
groom and witnesses, is ‘‘to make sure that people who
participate in this type of thing know that there is a price
to pay,”” he said.

Israel Goldstein, in an interview at the state
Supreme Court building the day of his preliminary hearing,
responded to a reporter’s questions by smiling and contra-
dicting statements he had made previously.

According to Stern, Goldstein’s new testimony that
he did not marry off Sara Leah does not necessarily derail
his case.

“We’ll see whether he duped people or had co-
conspirators,”* said Stern.

“If he’s semicoherent I might get the court to
order him to undergo a psychiatric evaluation.”

But ‘‘if he’s devious in his answers, there are
contempt citations for that sort of thing, making him
subject to jail if the judge thinks it is appropriate,”” Stern
said. O

Neo-Nazi mercenaries pose concern
By Gil Sedan

BONN (JTA) — German neo-Nazis who have
returned home after serving as mercenaries in the war-torn
former Yugoslavia have German security officials con-
cerned about an ‘‘internal security problem.”

Some who fought alongside Croats and Bosnian
Muslims have returned with weapons — including subma-
chine guns and hand grenades — that might be used in
Germany, it was reported.

Some 3,000 Germans actively participate in
neo-Nazi organizations, the German security officials
estimated.
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Israel shakes up milk company
that added silicone compound
By Naomi Segal

JERUSALEM (JTA) — Israel’s Health Ministry
has decided to start proceedings against the country’s
largest milk manufacturer, after the company admitted to
adding a silicone compound to its long-life milk.

Ministry officials said recently that Tnuva’s adding
of the compound to milk is not allowed, though the
practice is widespread in the food industry. Charges also
will be filed against Tnuva on misleading the public and
the ministry about the matter for several days, the ministry
said. :

The silicone compound apparently prevents the
milk from foaming when it is poured from machines into
cartons, according to an investigative report published in
the Israeli newspaper Ma’ariv.

The report also said the additive caused cancer,
though the ministry said it was noncarcinogenic.

The incident sparked anger and panic among Israeli
cONSUMers.

“Milk is a very sensitive issue,”’ Labor Knesset
member Yoram Lass, also a former director general of the
Health Ministry, told Israel Radio. ‘““No one can take
chemical stuff”” that is used either to prevent foaming or
clean pipes, ‘‘and put in into our milk.”

Tnuva took out large ads in newspapers in an effort
to dispel fears. The milk manufacturer also pulled its
products off store shelves.

On Sunday, Yitzhak Landesman, Tnuva director
general, admitted that the silicone had been added to the
1 percent milk as an anti-foaming agent. Earlier, Tnuva
denied using the additive in its milk, saying that a silicone
agent was safely used to clean machines at one of their
dairies, in Rehovot. Landesman also denied that the
company had originally lied about using silicone. But he
said the director of the Rehovot dairy would be suspended.

Heaith Minister Ephraim Sneh told Army Radio
that the tests carried out by inspectors do not identify the
silicone compound. ‘‘The agent is used as a preservative in
many foods, but not in milk,”’ Sneh told Army Radio.
““The checks are for bacteria, toxic substances and nutri-
tional makeup.”” O

syria permits Jewish head
to attend Brussels meetings
By Joseph Kopel

BRUSSELS (JTA) — The presence of the head of
Syria’s Jewish community at meetings of world Jewish
leaders last week in Brussels was a ‘‘clear, political signal
from Syria,”* said Elan Steinberg, executive director of the
World Jewish Congress.

A few months ago, Syria would not have let the
Jewish leader, Yousef Jajati, go to the meetings of the WIC
and the European Jewish Congress, said Steinberg, who
was in Europe last week for a series of meetings on Jewish
issues, specifically World War II restitution.

Steinberg, in an interview, called Jajati’s presence
“‘very significant.”’ '

The WIC met Sept. 12 with Jajati, who talked
about the conditions of Syrian Jews. '

Jajati said at the meeting that some 250 Syrian
Jews now live in Damascus and 50 live in Aleppo,
Steinberg said.

In October 1994, the exodus of Syrian Jews came
to a close when Syrian Chief Rabbi Avraham Hamra
immigrated to Israel. The emigration, which began in April
1992, brought nearly all of Syria’s 4,000 Jews out of the

country.
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Jajati called the condition of the remaining Jews
“‘excellent,” adding that three synagogues and a minyan
exist in the capital city, Steinberg said.

Children can get a Jewish education, but there is no
rabbi in Damascus. And once a month, a shochet, or ritual
slaughterer, comes from Istanbul, Jajati apparently said at
the meeting.

Steinberg added that the Syrian Jewish community
“could become a bridge” in building a peace accord
between Isracl and Syria.

The Syrian Jewish leader also invited the WIC
officials to visit Syria. The officials accepted the invitation,
Steinberg said. [

(JTA staff writer Alissa Kaplan in New York
contributed to this report.)

Head of German Jewry opposes
immigration of some ex-Soviets
By Gil Sedan

BONN (JTA) — The German Jewish community
has announced that it opposes immigrants from the former
Soviet Union coming to Germany under the rubric of
Judaism when their Jewish background is questionable.

“I have nothing against opening Germany’s doors
to refugees,”” said Ignatz Bubis, head of the Central
Council of Jews in Germany.

_ But, he added, ¢‘I don’t want anyone biaming us
for unlawful immigration.”” Bubis made the remarks at a
news conference Tuesday in Bonn.

Of the 100,000 people in the former Soviet Union
who have applied for emigration visas to Germany as
Jewish refugees, some 40,000 have come to Germany.
Bubis said that only half of these immigrants are
halachically Jewish, meaning they have a Jewish mother.

Due to the rise of Jewish immigration to Germany,
some 50,000 people are registered members in the Jewish
community of Germany, Bubis said.

Also at the news conference, Bubis praised Ger-
many for its measures against neo-Nazis, saying they have
led to the drop in power of extreme-right political parties.

But he said the amount of anti-Semitic propaganda
has continued to rise.

Although Germany prohibits the publication of
anti-Semitic propaganda, material is published outside its
borders and shipped in, Bubis said.

He also said he has seen anti-Semitic pamphlets
published under the pretext of animal protection, accusing
Jews for brutally slaughtering animals by ‘breaking their
limbs in order to suck their blood.””

Bubis also reiterated his belief that the persecution
of Bosnian Muslims could be compared to that of the Jews
in Nazi Germany until 1939, *‘prior to the systematic
annihilation of the Jewish people.’’

The Central Council of Jews has scheduled a
meeting with Muslim community leaders in Germany. (J

12 Germans named Rig_hteous Gentiles

By Gil Sedan

BONN (JTA) — Twelve Germans who had risked
their lives to save Jews during World War II were honored
last week in Berlin by the Yad Vashem Holocaust Memo-
rial in Israel.

As a token of the Jewish people’s gratefulness, the
12 Germans were named Righteous Gentiles.

Avi Primor, Israel’s ambassador in Germany,
granted the awards on behalf of Yad Vashem.

Ten members of the group — the largest to be
recognized at one time in Germany ~— were named
posthumously. ' O




