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RABIN CUTS SHORT HIS U.S. VISIT
TO GRAPPLE WITH TERROR AT HOME
By David Landau

JERUSALEM, March 16 (JTA) -- When Prime
Minister Yitzhak Rabin declared confidently in
Washington on Monday that he would not be
forced into returning home early because of
worsening security in Israel, he remarked: “The
solution to the terror is ultimately a political
settlement.”

Since he was in Washington precisely to talk
with President Clinton, Secretary of State Warren
Christopher and others about getting the peace
process back on track, Rabin said he was not
about to curtail the trip in order to put out fires
in Israel.

But a day later, the prime minister an-
nounced he would cut short his US. trip to
handle a growing crisis over Palestinian violence
that has also led to political attacks on his
Labor-led government,

A rising tide of violence and unrest in the
administered territories continued Tuesday, with
Israeli troops shooting dead two Palestinians in
the Gaza Strip and wounding dozens in one of the
bloodiest days of clashes in months.

On Monday, an Arab driver hit and killed
two young West Bank settlers who were waiting
for a bus along a road near Nablus. The circum-
stances are still unclear, but settlers have as-
sumed he killings were a deliberate act of ter-
rorism carried out by Palestinian extremists.

The same day, some 20 miles away, a young
American immigrant was knifed in the back and
moderately injured by a Palestinian in a bus
station in the town of Afula.

The hit-and-run incident was the latest in a
string of fatal attacks against Israelis.

Last Friday, the army found the body of a
kidnapped soldier apparently killed by terrorists.
On the same day, Palestinians in the Gaza Strip
brutally hacked to death a Gush Katif settler.

There have been four other Kkillings this
month.,

With Rabin off in America, the government
has lost credibility in the wake of these attacks
and is struggling to fend off accusations that it
is weak on security and the Palestinians.
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Foreign Minister Shimon Peres, acting as
prime minister in Rabin’s absence, said he was
stepping up security measures by the army, the
police and the country’s domestic intelligence
agency, the Shin Bet.

On Sunday, police around the country went
on high alert. All leave was canceled and person-
nel were placed on 12-hour shifts. Both the
national police force and the army set up road-
blocks at entrances to many towns and cities, and
increased patrols in the administered territories.

The army also instructed female soldiers not
to hitchhike at night unless accompanied by a
male soldier.

In a highly controversial move, Police In-
spector General Ya’acov Terner asked all civilians
with gun permits to carry their weapons at all
times. Peres later supported Terner’s call to arms.

But Israelis were not so convinced that the

latest security measures would solve any problems
or end the state of near-panic that has gripped
the country.

Settlers from throughout the West Bank
converged Monday night on Jerusalem, where they
held a rowdy demonstration near the prime minis-
ter’s home, timed to coincide with Rabin’s session
at the White House.

Even within his own camp, Rabin, who also
serves as defense minister, has come under in-
creasing pressure. Labor Party colleagues have
publicly urged him to give up the defense port-
folio and appoint a “full-time” minister instead.

At the same time, doves in Labor and its
left-wing ally, the Meretz bloc, fear that the ugly
atmosphere of near-hysteria now threatening to
engulf the country will make it politically impos-
sible for Rabin to offer far-reaching concessions
when the Middle East peace talks resume.

In Washington, Rabin made a special point of
emphasizing Isracl’s need for security against
wanton Palestinian attacks on civilians. “They
are hitting at our Achilles’ heel,” he said of the
Palestinian attackers.

The nervousness of the Israeli public, Rabin
told his traveling press corps, had been demon-
strated when Iraq launched Scud missile attacks
against Israel during the 1991 Persian Gulf War.

Similarly, he said, Palestinian terrorists are
now trying to derail the peace process by direct-
ing blows indiscriminately at Israeli men, women
and children.
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But the violence has not only a potential
diplomatic cost but a domestic political one for
Rabin as well, as the prime minister faces mount-
ing public criticism for the deteriorating security
situation.

The right-wing opposition has railed against
his “weak and appeasing peace policy,” charging
that his declared readiness to make concessions
has had the effect of encouraging acts of ter-
rorism.

The doves fear, too, that the wave of vio-
lence will spawn new Jewish vigilantism, particu-
larly, but not solely, among settlers in the terri-
tories.

In an incident Monday night, six settlers in
a pickup truck stoned passing Arab traffic and
crashed an army roadblock in the West Bank.

Another outcome of the escalating violence
has been a renewed debate among politicians and
pundits about the merits, feasibility and desira-
bility of relinquishing the Gaza Strip in a unilat-
eral, unnegotiated act.

Environment Minister Yossi Sarid of Meretz
proposed Sunday that Israel call on the Palestine
Liberation Organization leadership in Tunis to
take over the Gaza Strip.

Such a call by any mainstream political
figure would have been unthinkable a year ago.
Even today it is unpracticable, since the PLO has
indicated it would not agree to take over Gaza
while leaving the West Bank under Israeli admin-
istration.

Moreover, the proposal was seen by some
here as a weakening of political will at a time
when Israelis and Arabs are poised, once again, to
make a push for peace.
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NEWS ANALYSIS:

WARM WELCOME FOR RABIN IS SIGNAL
TO ISRAELIS AND PALESTINIANS ALIKE
By Deborah Kalb

States News Service

WASHINGTON, March 16 (JTA) -- The
unreservedly warm welcome President Clinton gave
to visiting Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin
this week sent a strong signal to Israelis and
Palestinians alike, whether intended or not.

To the Israelis, Clinton seemed to be saying,
as Rabin himself put it, Israel again “has a friend
in the White House” that it can trust when the
time comes to make the difficult sacrifices that
will be required to make peace with the Arabs.

And to the Palestinians, the message seemed
to be: Don’t count on us to twist Israel’s arm for
you. If you want to make peace with Israel, come
to the bargaining table; otherwise you may find
yourselves left by the wayside.

The president’s rhetoric this week suggested
that the new U.S. administration would not only
be supportive behind the scenes but would have
no qualms about voicing strong support for Israel
publicly.

Indeed, Clinton seemed this week to be
pushing all the buttons designed to please Israel’s
supporters, much as he did on the campaign trail.

At a news conference with Rabin on Mon-
day, the president called for a continuation of
Israel’s $3 billion annual installment of US. aid,
reaffirmed the US. commitment to preserving
Israel’s qualitative military edge and urged an end
to the Arab boycott against those doing business
with Israel.

By contrast, the president seemed to offer
little to please the Palestinians.

He pointedly noted that he and Rabin had
not discussed the fate of some 400 Palestinian
fundamentalists whom Israel deported to Lebanon
in December, saying the matter had been settled
when Secretary of State Warren Christopher
worked out a compromise agreement with Rabin in
January.

The Palestinians never accepted that deal
and have vowed not to return to the peace talks
with Israel, scheduled to resume here April 20,
until all the deportees are returned.

By appearing to back Israel’s position on
this issue, the Clinton administration has taken a
markedly different approach than the more even-
handed strategy favored by the Bush adminis-
tration.

‘I Israel Confidence’

While some analysts believe this tack runs
the risk of alienating the Palestinians altogether,
others feel the approach will bear fruit.

“The peace talks will flourish to the extent
that, first, the US. government has a solid
relationship with Israel, and second, that the US.
government keeps putting pressure on the Arab
parties to deal directly with Israel, and not get
the US. to deliver Isracl,” said Daniel Pipes,
director of the Foreign Policy Research Institute
in Philadelphia.

Pipes said he sees the current U.S. approach
as positive, “It's good news for the peace pro-
cess,” he said. “It gives Isracl confidence, and
they’re the ones taking the risk.”

Many who follow U.S.Israeli relations have
argued that Israel must feel confident in order to
make the concessions necessary to push the peace
process along.

And some in the Jewish community say that
by sticking with the agreement on the deportees
and not pushing Israel to make further conces-
sions, Clinton is demonstrating something positive
to the Arab parties: that his administration stands
by agreements it makes.

The signal Clinton is sending them is that
“there was an agreement, and you stick to your
commitments. It’s the most important message you
can send,” said Malcolm Hoenlein, executive vice
chairman of the Conference of Presidents of
Major American Jewish Organizations.

Hoenlein said the ball is now in the Arabs’
court. “It’s up to them to decide” whether or not
to be “in or out of the game,” he said.

Both Israeli and American officials have
spoken about the benefits to the Palestinians of
returning to the talks, indicating that the Pales-
tinians would have a great deal to gain from
participating, and much to lose by staying home.

While not veering into actual impatience, the
United States has not been solicitous of the
Palestinians over the past weeks. Rather, the
administration has adopted a matter-of-fact tone,
saying it hopes the Palestinians will return, but
apparently not offering additional concessions to
lure them back to the table.

Some long-term observers of the State
Department feel that Christopher, a cautious
diplomat, would not have put the United States in
the position of extending invitations to the talks
that would be rejected.

These observers think that Christopher may
have been given some form of assurance by the
Palestinians that allowed him to feel confident
enough to announce the resumption of the talks.

PALESTINIANS WILL COME TO TALKS,
ISRAELI DIPLOMAT LUBRANI PREDICTS
By Igal Avidan

BERLIN, March 16 (JTA) -- The Palestinians
will take part in the next round of Middle East
peace talks, despite their current objections,
according to veteran Israeli diplomat Uri Lubrani.

“The Americans would not have issued the
invitations had they not been sure that all par-
ties, including the Palestinians, will come to
Washington on April 20,” said Lubrani, who is co-
chairman of the Israeli delegation for the bilateral
talks with Lebanon.

Lubrani said the Palestinians will attend
notwithstanding their insistence that Israel re-
nounce deportation as a means of punishment and
repatriate all 415 Palestinian expelled to Lebanon.

Nevertheless, Lubrani said at a news confer-
ence here over the weekend, the Palestinians
would continue to insist on the return of the 400
deportees right up until the date of the talks.

Lubrani, who was in charge of negotiations
for the release of Israeli hostages and war pri-
soners in Lebanon, has compared the peace nego-
tiations to buying at a Middle Eastern bazaar.

“The customer leaves the shop, the shop-
keeper runs after him, and at the end the cus-
tomer returns to the shop. This is the name of
the game now,” he said.

Bearing this in mind, Lubrani considers
harmful statements by some Israclis that the
country should be prepared to return all of the
Golan Heights in exchange for a peace with Syria.

“One should not reveal his cards at a ba-
zaar,” he said. Israel should negotiate directly
with its neighbors, concluded Lubrani. “Too many
cooks spoil the broth.”
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SEARCH FOR SUSPECTS IN N.Y. BOMBING
PROMPTS REOPENING OF KAHANE CASE
By Larry Yudelson

NEW YORK, March 16 (JTA) -- As the
search continues for more suspects and motives in
last month’s bombing of the World Trade Center,
the New York City police have decided to reopen
their investigation into the 1990 assassination of
Rabbi Meir Kahane.

Jewish groups, who urged a federal investi-
gation following the acquittal of El Sayyid Nosair
for the murder, are now saying that had that
crime been properly investigated, the trade center
bombing might have been averted.

The police had originally concluded that
Nosair had acted alone when he shot Kahane in a
Manhattan hotel on Nov. 5, 1990. But they are
now looking into the possibility that the shooting
was part of a conspiracy.

Nosair, who is serving time in prison for
convictions on lesser charges in connection with
Kahane’s shooting, was recently notified that he
would be charged in a disciplinary hearing with
plotting an escape.

The charge is based on false Nicaraguan
passports and birth certificates found in his and
his family’s names in the apartment of Ibraham
Elgabrowny, a cousin of his who is a suspect in
the Feb. 26 trade center explosion, which killed
six and injured more than 1,000.

All three suspects under arrest for the
bombing have been linked to Nosair. They ob-
served his trial and protested American support
for “evil Zionism” outside the courthouse.

In the latest development, The New York
Times 12ported Tuesday that investigators have
raised the question of whether one suspect, who
has not been arrested and may have fled the
country, was directly involved in the Kahane
assassination, with the intention of driving a
getaway car.

Nosair was in fact convicted of hijacking a
taxi at gunpoint right after the assassination. The
failure of Nosair to plot his getaway was secen as
an oddity in the case by those who believed
eyewitness claims that Nosair shot the rabbi.

An Iranian Link?

The suspect, an Egyptian-born German
citizen named Mahmud Abouhalima, is reportedly a
taxi driver who may have been a driver for Sheik
Omar Abdel Rahman, the blind Islamic fundamen-
talist cleric who has preached violence against
the West in both Egypt and, since 1990, in the
United States.

Nosair and some of the trade center suspects
were known to have worshipped at the Al Salam
Mosque in Jersey City, where Rahman delivered
impassioned sermons advocating, among other
things, the violent overthrow of the Egyptian
government.

Rahman was tried and acquitted in Egypt for
involvement in the assassination of President
Anwar Sadat. U.S. officials have sought to deport
him from this country.

Newsweek magazine reported that intelli-
gence agencies have evidence that money was
funneled from Iran to Rahman. Iran is seen by
both American and Israeli officials as being a
leading sponsor of international terror.

In other evidence for possible foreign back-
ing for the trade center blast, several thousand
dollars were reportedly transferred from Germany
into an account held by Mohammed Salameh and

Nidal Ayyad, two of the suspects who have been
arrested.

The third suspect under arrest for the New
York bombing, Elgabrowny, was arrested when
trying to stop officers from executing a search
warrant in his apartment, formerly occupied by
Nosair and also listed by Salameh as his address
on his New York driver’s license.

Salameh and Elgabrowny were expected to be
indicted this week.

No clear motive has yet been revealed for
the bombing, whose sixth fatality, Wilfredo Mer-
cado, was found Monday under tons of rubble.
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CNN has reported that Nosair has a personal
injury suit pending against the Port Authority,
which owns the World Trade Center, and New
York City. He filed a claim in 1987 after he
reported burning his hand while doing electrical
work at the Port Authority passenger ship termi-
nal on the Hudson River.

“It’s a shame it took the death of six people
and the trauma of the World Trade Center to
bring back the investigation (into the Kahane
murder), but still it's better late than never,”
said Abraham Foxman, national director of the
Anti-Defamation League.

Said New York State Assemblyman Dov
Hikind: “The great tragedy of all this is that the
entire thing could have been avoided,” had the
Kahane investigation been thorough.

“Why were they so quick to decide (that the
assassination) was the work of one individual,
when so many things were pointing in different
directions?” asked Hikind, a longtime Kahane
supporter and a critic of the police investigation.

“We had a feeling there were many ques-
tions unanswered,” said David Pollock, associate
executive director of New York’s Jewish Com-
munity Relations Council, “and we did convey
that to law-enforcement officials.”

The JCRC, like the ADL and Hikind, called
for a federal investigation into the case immedi-
ately following the sentencing. The Justice De-
partment “made a general announcement that they
were reviewing whether to do anything,” said
Pollock, “but they never announced if there was
an investigation until right now.”

Said Mike Guzofsky, international coordi-
nator of Kahane Chai, a successor organization to
Kahane’s Jewish Defense League, “One thing is
clear: Had the police and the FBI properly inves-
tigated the Kahane assassination, they probably
would have been onto this terrorist cell.”

ARABS ARRESTED FILMING GERMAN PRISON

BONN, March 15 (JTA) -- Police in the
southwestern German city of Saarbrucken have
arrested two Arabs who filmed the prison com-
pound in which the Hamadei brothers, two con-
victed terrorists, are being held.

Releasing the information Sunday, police said
that one of the two, who were arrested at the
end of February, is still being held in custody
pending his possible expulsion from the country.
He was carrying a forged passport from a South
American country, police said.

The other is a Lebanese who legally resides
in Germany.

The authorities believe the two were in-
volved in an attempt to find ways to free the
brothers, Lebanese citizens who are believed to be
part of a clan involved in terrorist activities.
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KNESSET PANEL VOTES TO LIFT IMMUNITY
OF DEPUTY RELIGION MINISTER PINHASI
By David Landau

JERUSALEM, March 16 (JTA) -- A Knesset
committee has voted to lift the parliamentary
immunity of Deputy Religious Affairs Minister
Rafael Pinhasi, so that he can face charges of
misappropriating Shas party funds.

The move, requested by Attorney General
Yosef Harish, was adopted 10-5 Tuesday by the
House Committee and must now be put to a vote
by the full Knesset.

The accusations leveled at Pinhasi concern
alleged Shas misappropriations of state-supplied
election funds during the 1988 parliamentary
campaign and afterward.

Pinhasi is one of three Shas officials accused
of wrongly appropriating government funds.

Knesset member Yair Levy has begun serving
a five-year prison sentence for stealing monies
from the party. Levy lost his parliamentary im-
munity in November 1991.

And Interior Minister Arye Deri broke his
silence in early February and agreed to cooperate
with the police investigation into his alleged
wrongdoings, which has been in progress for the
past two years.

Pinhasi was to address the full Knesset on
his own behalf Wednesday. Also scheduled to
speak was the committee chairman, Haggai Merom.

Following their addresses, the Knesset is to
decide on Pinhasi’s immunity in a secret ballot.

Some observers believe the decision will be
politically connected to the Knesset vote for the
largely ceremonial post of president.

The Labor Party needs the support of Shas,
one of its two coalition partners, to ensure the
comfortable election of its candidate, Ezer Weiz-
man.

Running against Weizman is Knesset speaker
Dov Shilansky of the Likud party.

Sources in the House Committee said both
Labor and Likud Knesset members were subjected
to political and personal pressure, and many were
reportedly wavering until the last moments before
the vote.

The chairman of the Labor Knesset faction,
Eli Dayan, who is a member of the House Com-
mittee, insisted the vote have no repercussions on
relations between Labor and Shas in the coalition.

Knesset member Yosef Azran of Shas agreed
that there should be no coalition crisis over the
issue. Nevertheless, Shas’ spiritual leader, Rabbi
Ovadia Yosef, summoned a meeting of the party’s
Council of Sages for Wednesday.

The meeting ostensibly was called to discuss
the worsening security situation in the territories.
But political observers regarded the meeting as a
tactic designed to influence coalition members in
the vote by the full Knesset.

ISRAELI INFLATION RATE BACK UP
By Hugh Orgel

TEL AVIV, March 15 (JTA) -- Israel’s cost
of living rose by 1.2 percent during February, the
Central Bureau of Statistics announced Monday.

The rise nearly duplicated January’s 1.3
increase and prompted grim auguries for the
future.

Economists predicted that if the monthly
index continues to increase by similar amounts
throughout the year and the current decline in
the shekel-dollar exchange rate is not reversed,
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inflation in 1993 will return to a two-digit rate,
possibly as high as 15 percent.

Nearly all of January’s increase was related
to the devaluation of the shekel compared to the
dollar.

In 1992, the inflation rate was just over 9
percent. It was the first year in many that Israel
experienced only single-digit inflation.

THE SKULL IN MOSCOW ISN'T HITLER’S,
FRENCH CORONERS ARE SAID TO PROVE
By Michel Di Paz

PARIS, March 16 (JTA) -- French coroners
have reportedly proved that a corpse which Soviet
authorities said in 1945 was that of Adolf Hitler
was in fact that of someone else.

The four forensic specialists, who wrote up
this finding in the journal Semaine en Hopitaux
(Hospital Week), base their theory on careful
examination of documents prepared by the Soviet
army coroners who performed the autopsy on that
body on May 8, 1945.

The doctors, who work at the Lille Institute
for Social and Legal Medicine, write that the real
body of Hitler was in fact discovered by the
Soviets at the end of May 1945.

It was “shown in a wood near Berlin to
Mengershausen, the last German soldier to have
séen it in the garden of the (Berlin) Chancery.

“Mengershausen, in spite of the body’s
advanced state of decay, identified the corpse as
that of Hitler,” they write.

The skull of that body had a hole in the
right temple, in keeping with the belief that
Hitler shot himself in the head.

Hitler left a will, dated April 29, 1945,
saying that his and his bride Eva Braun’s wish
was to “die and be cremated right away.”

The next day at 3:30 p.m., Hitler and Braun
allegedly committed suicide in his bunker below
the chancery. Their bodies were said to have been
sprayed with gasoline and burned, and the charred
remnants were reportedly buried in a nearby
excavation.

A few days later, the Soviet army exhumed
corpses from the garden of the Berlin Chancery.
The most charred body was assumed to be Hit-
ler’s.

Soviet army Col. Dr. Faust Shkarawsky
performed an autopsy on the corpse together with
three other Soviet forensic specialists. Their
report, signed May 11, 1945, clearly depicts a
“mock autopsy” performed on orders, the French
coroners write.

This was done, the French doctors say, to
assuage Josef Stalin, who was demanding to see
Hitler’s corpse at once.

The French coroners write that in this way
Stalin was provided with an immediate, plausible
Hitler.

Two questions remain to be solved: whose
corpse was taken to Moscow and shown to Stalin?
And where is the actual corpse of Hitler?

Recently, the director of the Russian Nation-
al Archive told journalists that Hitler’s skull is
kept in Moscow.

The same information was provided 40 years
ago by a member of Hitler’s entourage, German
army officer Karl Schneider, according to the
French daily Le Monde.

The French coroners -- Eric Laurier, Valery
Hedouin, Didier Gosset and Pierre Henri Muller
-« would now like to see the skull that is kept in
Moscow.



