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LABOR PARTY SELECTS EZER WEIZMAN
AS ITS CANDIDATE FOR THE PRESIDENCY
By David Landau

JERUSALEM, Jan. 14 (JTA) -- Ezer Weizman,
the father of Israel’s air force and an architect
of the peace accord with Egypt, has been sclected
as the Labor Party’s candidate for the post of
state president.

Weizman, a former Cabinet minister who left
the right-wing Likud bloc to become a Labor
Party dove, received 52 percent of the vote in
the 1,300-member Labor Central Committee,
compared to 24 percent for centrist Shlomo Hillel
and 23 percent for ultra-dove Arye (Lova) Eliav.

Weizman, 68, the nephew of Israel’s first
president, will square off in March against Likud
Knesset member Dov Shilansky, a former Knesset
speaker, in a secret ballot among the parliament’s
120 members.

Labor floor managers believe they can count
on the solid support of coalition members in
addition to that of the Arab Knesset members for
Weizman’s candidacy.

Independent observers said some centrist
Laborite Knesset members might have considered
voting, in the secret ballot, for a less dovish
candidate than Weizman, but they would be un-
likely to vote for the hawkish Shilansky.

In addresses to the Central Committee, Hillel
presented himself as the man likeliest to win
broad support in the Knesset and in the nation.

A onetime Mossad intelligence agent and
diplomat, Hillel was subsequently a Labor minister
and then speaker of the Knesset. He is presently
chairman of Keren Hayesod.

A Further Success For Peres

Eliav recalled his long record of social work
throughout the country, portraying himself as a
man of the people and suggesting that if he were
president, the office would take on an open and
popular character.

Weizman referred to his record in the mili-
tary and in government, stressing his champion-
ship of the cause of peace from the time of the
1978 Camp David negotiations to the present day.

“I am pleased and excited,” the ever-cheer-
ful Weizman said after the vote.

Some political observers described Weiz-
man’s victory as a further success for Shimon
Peres, who had openly supported him. Peres also
had strongly backed Knesset member Nissim Zvilli,
whom the Central Committee recently elected to
the post of party secretary-general, over the
opposition of Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin.

The premier took no public position on the
presidential candidacy. But some pundits felt he
would be unhappy to see Weizman elected. It was
Weizman, back in 1974, who first published the
account of Rabin’s brief emotional breakdown on
the eve of the 1967 Six-Day War.

Weizman announced his retirement from
politics 11 months ago, saying he was deeply
concerned about Israel’s fate and image in the
years ahead.

“I've come to the conclusion that I've
reached a point in my political life where I've
contributed what I can,” he said in a valedictory
speech from the Knesset podium last Feb. 3.

NETANYAHU CONFESSES TO AFFAIR
AFTER REPORTED BLACKMAIL THREAT
By David Landau

JERUSALEM, Jan. 14 (JTA) -- In a sex-and-
politics scandal unprecedented in Israeli public
life, Knesset member Benjamin Netanyahu con-
fessed on national television Thursday to an
extramarital affair he said had ended “several
months ago.”

The admission by Netanyahu, who is the
front-runner in the race for the Likud chairman-
ship, came a day after his wife, Sarah, received
an anonymous telephone call demanding that he
withdraw from the party leadership contest if he
did not want the media to get a videocassette
showing him in intimate poses with another
woman.

The American-educated Netanyahu, who
formerly served as Israel’s ambassador to the
United Nations, warned somberly that “the mafia”
was threatening to take over Israeli democracy.

He demanded that “this cancer be cut out
right now” before the “criminal intrusion into the
democratic process” spreads to other walks of
life.

The charismatic, 43-year-old politician
charged that “a senior figure in the Likud, who
does not represent the Likud,” was behind the
blackmail and promised to hand over information
in his possession ‘“‘to the appropriate authorities.”

Netanyahu’s closest rival in the six-way
leadership race, former Foreign Minister David
Levy, issued a t sharply d ing the
blackmail attempt.

A ‘Gimmick’ Sta By Netanyahu?

But unofficially, Levy’s camp branded the
affair “a gimmick” staged by Netanyahu on the
eve of the Friday deadline for registration in the
Likud primaries.

“Why did Netanyahu choose today to publish
the threat?” asked one source close to Levy.
“Because he knows he is lagging behind Levy in
the race and wants to elicit sympathy.”

Netanyahu, who is married for the third
time, refused to say how his wife was reacting to
the affair.

“This is private, and 1 believe in keeping
private life and public life apart,” he said. “The
Likud voters will make their choice based on the
public records and pledges of the candidates.”

Israel Radio said a copy of the embarrassing
videocassette had been sent to Israel Television
News. But television newscasters made no refer-
ence to that report in their main news show at 9
p.m. local time.

This is believed to be the first time that an
Israeli politician has been confronted with allega-
tions of marital infidelity in the course of a run
for office.

It may be emblematic of the new brand of
Israeli politics, where party leadership contests
are now being decided through popular, American-
style primaries rather than in the smoke-filled
rooms of party committees.

But politicians may not be the only Israeli
figures to be smeared by sex scandals.

A leading contender in the race for Ash-
kenazic chief rabbi, Rabbi Yisrael Meir Lau of Tel
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Aviv, instructed his lawyers to take action against
the Tel Aviv weekly Ha’ir for running a series of
articles linking him with women other than his
wife.

Lau’s move follows a call by a former chief
rabbi, Shlomo Goren, to postpone the chief rabbi’s
election, set for next month, pending a “neutral
inquiry” into the allegations against Lau. Goren
had said Lau’s failure to sue the paper “speaks
loudly.”

NEW ADMINISTRATION TO MAINTAIN
CURRENT LEVEL OF AID TO ISRAEL
By Deborah Kalb

States News Service

WASHINGTON, Jan. 14 (JTA) -- The Clinton
administration will seek to maintain the current
high level of foreign aid to Israel, Secretary of
State-designate  Warren Christopher told the
Senate this week.

“There’s a very strong case for the mainte-
nance of aid at those existing levels, a case
that’s usually strongly put and strongly felt here
on Capitol Hill,” Christopher told the Senate
Foreign Relations Committee during confirmation
hearings Wednesday.

His comments came in response to a question
from freshman Sen. Russell Feingold (D-Wis.), who
asked for specific examples of where the Clinton
administration might consider cutting back on
foreign aid.

Christopher responded that some “military
supply relationships” could be cut back now that
the United States is “out of the Cold War era.”

But he added that the new administration
would seck to maintain aid to Israel and Egypt at
their existing levels, despite the fact that “a
tremendous proportion” of U.S. aid goes to those
two countries.

Christopher reaffirmed
testimony Thursday.

When committee Sen. Claiborne Pell (D-R.L),
chairman of the Foreign Relations Committee,
asked the secretary-designate whether he shared
“the president-elect’s views on the importance of
continuing aid to Israel and Egypt at the current
level,” Christopher responded: “Absolutely, Mr.
Chairman, both because he is president and be-
cause those are my personal views.”

Israel currently receives $3 billion a year in
US. aid, including $1.8 billion in military assist-
ance and $1.2 billion in economic aid. That is
more than any other foreign recipient, but it is
an amount that has remained constant since the
mid-1980s.

In a political climate favoring a shift of
priorities to domestic concerns, Christopher’s
strong endorsement of maintaining a high level of
aid to Isracl undoubtedly came as a relief to pro-
Israel forces.

Jewish organizational leaders were also
pleased by other pro-Israel statements Christopher
made in the course of his confirmation hearings
Wednesday and Thursday.

In his opening statement to the Foreign
Relations Committee on Wednesday, Christopher
said the Clinton administration would be “com-
mitted to maintaining a strong and vibrant stra-
tegic relationship” with Israel.

In addition, in response to a question from
Sen. Larry Pressler (R-S.D.), Christopher said he
would raise the issue of the Arab boycott against
Isracl when he met with Arab leaders in “the
very near future.”

that position in
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ISRAEL READY TO ALLOW RED CROSS
TO SUPPLY RELIEF AID TO DEPORTEES
By Gil Sedan

JERUSALEM, Jan. 14 (JTA) -- In a further
softening of its position, Israel will allow Red
Cross officials to supply humanitarian aid through
Israeli-controlled territory to more than 400
Palestinians it expelled to Lebanon last month.

Israeli officials apparently hope the humani-
tarian gesture will weaken efforts at the United
Nations to impose sanctions against Israel because
of its failure to comply with a Dec. 18 Security
Cauncil resolution calling for the return of the
deportees.

But outgoing U.S. Secretary of State Law-
rence Eagleburger warned Thursday that there
would be “more pressure in the Security Council”
for sanctions against Israel unless it found some
resolution to the fate of the deportees, who are
stranded on a stretch of land in southern Lebanon
between Israeli and Lebanese military checkpoints.

“It ought to be clear to everybody now, as
(the Palestinians) sit out there in their snow-
covered tents that this just can’t go on much
longer,” Eagleburger was quoted as telling report-
ers aboard a flight from Paris, where he had
attended a conference on chemical weapons.

“I recognize how tough it is for the Israelis
right now, but sooner or later they are going to
have to find some solution to the problem,” he
said.

“The longer it takes, the more there’s going
to be pressure in the Security Council to enforce
the resolution, and that puts the Israelis and us
and a lot of other people in an awkward spot.”

Six Others Expelled In Error

Meanwhile, Israel’s agreement to the relief
mission is contingent on reaching an understand-
ing with the Lebanese government, according to a
report in the Israeli daily Ha’aretz.

Last weekend, in a test of wills with Jerusa-
lem, Lebanon barred access to a Red Cross heli-
copter seeking to bring back nine of the 10
deportees Israel said it had expelled by mistake.

But Lebanon did allow the return of Bassam
Sayouri, a 16-year-old deported erronecously in an
outright case of mistaken identity. An ill deportee
also was flown by the Red Cross to a hospital in
the Isracli-controlled border security zome in
southern Lebanon.

If the relief mission goes forward this time,
the Red Cross will be have another six names to
add to the list of those expelled in error. The six
have prison terms pending, disqualifying them for
deportation.

Fifteen deportees will therefore be eligible
for return on the same relief helicopter ferrying
medication and water purification equipment to
the deportees.

Relief officials will also be carrying power-
of-attorney forms for deportees who wish appeals
to be filed on their behalf to military appeal
boards in Israel.

For the longer term, one proposal has the
deportees spending the rest of their exile of up
to two years in a North African country, accord-
ing to a report in the Israeli mass-circulation
daily Yediot Achronot.

French Foreign Minister Roland Dumas is to
mediate with the country involved on the issue,
the report said. Israeli Foreign Minister Shimon
Peres met in Paris this week with Dumas and
U.N. Secretary-General Boutros Boutros-Ghali.
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U.S. GAVE ISRAEL ADVANCE NOTICE
ATTACK ON IRAQ WOULD BE LIMITED
By Hugh Orgel

TEL AVIV, Jan. 14 (JTA) -- Israel received
advanced notice from Washington that the US.-
led air strike against Iraq on Wednesday would be
limited in scope, Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin
has disclosed.

Visiting an air force base in the south,
Rabin, who also holds the defense portfolio, said
the United States had been in contact with Israel
and with other Middle East capitals in advance of
the strike against targets in southern Iraq that
was carried out by American, British and French
warplanes.

Israclis reacted to the raid calmly, despite
sharp memories of the Scud missiles fired at them
by Iraq during the Persian Gulf War two years
ago this week. The public tended to agree with
official reassurances that the hostilities this time
would not involve Israel.

For the most part, it was business as usual
here. There was no run either on food shops or
hardware stores, where, at the start of the Gulf
war, houscholders laid in stocks of food and
plastic sheeting to seal off rooms against possible
gas attack.

Rabin said he did not expect the United
States to update Jerusalem on its military plans
unless they had a direct bearing on Israel. It had
only an obligation to alert Israel “on certain
subjects” and it stood by that obligation.

He said the Israel Defense Force and the
defense establishment “are, of course, taking all
the necestary precautions.”

He also went beyond Iraq to point to the
military buildup in Iran of “medium- and long-
range” weapons of mass destruction and plans by
that country to develop nuclear weapons.

Rabin was scheduled to update leaders of the
opposition Likud on the situation in Iraq.

In spot interviews, many Israelis said the
allied response to Saddam Hussein’s defiance of
U.N. and American demands was too gentle.

“Only a massive military response will halt
that megalomanic,” was a typical response of
those interviewed by Israel Radio.

(Contributing to this report
respondent Gil Sedan in Jerusalem.)

was JTA cor-

ISRAELI CHIEF OF STAFF MEETS
WITH TOP OFFICIALS AT PENTAGON
By Deborah Kalb

States News Service

WASHINGTON, Jan. 14 (JTA) -- With Wed-
nesday’s US. attack on Iraq as a backdrop, the
Israel Defense Force chief of staff met with top
Pentagon officials here Thursday.

Lt. Gen. Ehud Barak exchanged views with
the Americans on the situation in Iraq, the bal-
ance of power in the Middle East, the threat of
Islamic fundamentalism and the peace process,
according to Israeli Embassy spokeswoman Ruth
Yaron.

Neither Yaron nor a Pentagon spokesman
would specify exactly what was discussed, but
they both characterized the meetings as positive.

Yaron said Barak characterized the meetings
as “very warm, very friendly, very attuned to
Israel’s needs.” She added that the IDF chief felt
the Americans are “aware of Israel’s value as a
democratic stabilizing force in the Middle East.”

Barak met with his official host, Gen. Colin

Powell, chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, in
what a Powell aide called “frank, candid and
productive discussions.”

The aide, Col. Bill Smullen, a special assist-
ant to Powell, would not specify what was dis-
cussed in the meeting, saying only that the two
generals covered “a wide variety of issues.”

The session lasted about 45 minutes, Smullen
said, after which Barak met with members of the
Joint Chiefs of Staff in “the tank,” a secured
meeting room. Powell then hosted a lunch for
Barak with members of the joint staff, Smullen
said.

Barak paid a courtesy call on outgoing De-
fense Secretary Dick Cheney, whom he presented
with a letter from Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak
Rabin expressing appreciation for what Cheney did
for Israel during his tenure, Yaron said.

Earlier Thursday morning, Barak was pre-
sented with the U.S. Legion of Merit at a wel-
coming ceremony at the Pentagon. Yaron said this
honor was “totally unexpected.”

On Tuesday, Barak visited the National
Training Center, where he flew in an F-18 plane.

“He was very impressed,” Yaron said.

Barak’s visit, though it happened to coincide
with the U.S. attack on Iraq, was a long-planned
event.

HUNGARY RECOGNIZES ITS DEBT TO JEWS
BUT SAYS IT LACKS MONEY TO PAY THEM
By Agnes Bohm

BUDAPEST, Jan. 14 (JTA) -- Hungary recog-
nizes its responsibility to compensate victims of
Nazism on its soil but is not in a financial posi-
tion to do so, according to Foreign Minister Geza
Jeszensky.

“The Jews have a right to be compensated,”
Jeszensky told reporters as he prepared to leave
for a five-day official visit to Isracl next week.

“But the Hungarian state is not in a position
financially to give full compensation.”

He said, however, he is open to proposals
put forward on the issue by the Israeli side.

Jewish groups have complained that recently
enacted Hungarian compensation laws sharply
favor victims of communist persecution over those
who suffered under the Nazis.

Laws enacted between 1990 and 1992 are
“severely discriminatory” in relative compensation
between the two groups, according to an official
of the World Jewish Congress in New York.

While recognizing Hungary’s obligation,
Jeszensky maintained that Germany should also
acknowledge a role in meeting claims by those
who suffered in World War IL

During the interview, Jeszensky also ex-
pressed his hope that his visit to Israel would not
be dominated by the issue of Istvan Csurka, a
leading Hungarian politician known for his anti-
Semitic views.

Csurka, who has blamed national ills on
liberals, Jews, Western financiers and the press,
was recently demoted from the No. 2 position in
the ruling party to a newly created party presidi-
um that has 21 members.

But the party, the Hungarian Democratic
Forum, is holding elections for its presidency
later this month. Csurka, who enjoys great popu-
larity in some circles here, has been mentioned as
a possible candidate for the post.

It is more likely, however, that Prime Minis-
ter Jozsef Antall will be re-elected president of
his party.
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LABOR PARTY SELECTS EZER WEIZMAN
AS ITS CANDIDATE FOR THE PRESIDENCY
By David Landau

JERUSALEM, Jan. 14 (JTA) -- Ezer Weizman,
the father of Israel’s air force and an architect
of the peace accord with Egypt, has been sclected
as the Labor Party’s candidate for the post of
state president.

Weizman, a former Cabinet minister who left
the right-wing Likud bloc to become a Labor
Party dove, received 52 percent of the vote in
the 1,300-member Labor Central Committee,
compared to 24 percent for centrist Shlomo Hillel
and 23 percent for ultra-dove Arye (Lova) Eliav.

Weizman, 68, the nephew of Israel’s first
president, will square off in March against Likud
Knesset member Dov Shilansky, a former Knesset
speaker, in a secret ballot among the parliament’s
120 members.

Labor floor managers believe they can count
on the solid support of coalition members in
addition to that of the Arab Knesset members for
Weizman’s candidacy.

Independent observers said some centrist
Laborite Knesset members might have considered
voting, in the secret ballot, for a less dovish
candidate than Weizman, but they would be un-
likely to vote for the hawkish Shilansky.

In addresses to the Central Committee, Hillel
presented himself as the man likeliest to win
broad support in the Knesset and in the nation.

A onetime Mossad intelligence agent and
diplomat, Hillel was subsequently a Labor minister
and then speaker of the Knesset. He is presently
chairman of Keren Hayesod.

A Further Success For Peres

Eliav recalled his long record of social work
throughout the country, portraying himself as a
man of the people and suggesting that if he were
president, the office would take on an open and
popular character.

Weizman referred to his record in the mili-
tary and in government, stressing his champion-
ship of the cause of peace from the time of the
1978 Camp David negotiations to the present day.

“I am pleased and excited,” the ever-cheer-
ful Weizman said after the vote.

Some political observers described Weiz-
man’s victory as a further success for Shimon
Peres, who had openly supported him. Peres also
had strongly backed Knesset member Nissim Zvilli,
whom the Central Committee recently elected to
the post of party secretary-general, over the
opposition of Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin.

The premier took no public position on the
presidential candidacy. But some pundits felt he
would be unhappy to see Weizman elected. It was
Weizman, back in 1974, who first published the
account of Rabin’s brief emotional breakdown on
the eve of the 1967 Six-Day War.

Weizman announced his retirement from
politics 11 months ago, saying he was deeply
concerned about Israel’s fate and image in the
years ahead.

“I've come to the conclusion that I've
reached a point in my political life where I've
contributed what I can,” he said in a valedictory
speech from the Knesset podium last Feb. 3.

NETANYAHU CONFESSES TO AFFAIR
AFTER REPORTED BLACKMAIL THREAT
By David Landau

JERUSALEM, Jan. 14 (JTA) -- In a sex-and-
politics scandal unprecedented in Israeli public
life, Knesset member Benjamin Netanyahu con-
fessed on national television Thursday to an
extramarital affair he said had ended “several
months ago.”

The admission by Netanyahu, who is the
front-runner in the race for the Likud chairman-
ship, came a day after his wife, Sarah, received
an anonymous telephone call demanding that he
withdraw from the party leadership contest if he
did not want the media to get a videocassette
showing him in intimate poses with another
woman.

The American-educated Netanyahu, who
formerly served as Israel’s ambassador to the
United Nations, warned somberly that “the mafia”
was threatening to take over Israeli democracy.

He demanded that “this cancer be cut out
right now” before the “criminal intrusion into the
democratic process” spreads to other walks of
life.

The charismatic, 43-year-old politician
charged that “a senior figure in the Likud, who
does not represent the Likud,” was behind the
blackmail and promised to hand over information
in his possession ‘“‘to the appropriate authorities.”

Netanyahu’s closest rival in the six-way
leadership race, former Foreign Minister David
Levy, issued a t sharply d ing the
blackmail attempt.

A ‘Gimmick’ Sta By Netanyahu?

But unofficially, Levy’s camp branded the
affair “a gimmick” staged by Netanyahu on the
eve of the Friday deadline for registration in the
Likud primaries.

“Why did Netanyahu choose today to publish
the threat?” asked one source close to Levy.
“Because he knows he is lagging behind Levy in
the race and wants to elicit sympathy.”

Netanyahu, who is married for the third
time, refused to say how his wife was reacting to
the affair.

“This is private, and 1 believe in keeping
private life and public life apart,” he said. “The
Likud voters will make their choice based on the
public records and pledges of the candidates.”

Israel Radio said a copy of the embarrassing
videocassette had been sent to Israel Television
News. But television newscasters made no refer-
ence to that report in their main news show at 9
p.m. local time.

This is believed to be the first time that an
Israeli politician has been confronted with allega-
tions of marital infidelity in the course of a run
for office.

It may be emblematic of the new brand of
Israeli politics, where party leadership contests
are now being decided through popular, American-
style primaries rather than in the smoke-filled
rooms of party committees.

But politicians may not be the only Israeli
figures to be smeared by sex scandals.

A leading contender in the race for Ash-
kenazic chief rabbi, Rabbi Yisrael Meir Lau of Tel
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Aviv, instructed his lawyers to take action against
the Tel Aviv weekly Ha’ir for running a series of
articles linking him with women other than his
wife.

Lau’s move follows a call by a former chief
rabbi, Shlomo Goren, to postpone the chief rabbi’s
election, set for next month, pending a “neutral
inquiry” into the allegations against Lau. Goren
had said Lau’s failure to sue the paper “speaks
loudly.”

NEW ADMINISTRATION TO MAINTAIN
CURRENT LEVEL OF AID TO ISRAEL
By Deborah Kalb

States News Service

WASHINGTON, Jan. 14 (JTA) -- The Clinton
administration will seek to maintain the current
high level of foreign aid to Israel, Secretary of
State-designate  Warren Christopher told the
Senate this week.

“There’s a very strong case for the mainte-
nance of aid at those existing levels, a case
that’s usually strongly put and strongly felt here
on Capitol Hill,” Christopher told the Senate
Foreign Relations Committee during confirmation
hearings Wednesday.

His comments came in response to a question
from freshman Sen. Russell Feingold (D-Wis.), who
asked for specific examples of where the Clinton
administration might consider cutting back on
foreign aid.

Christopher responded that some “military
supply relationships” could be cut back now that
the United States is “out of the Cold War era.”

But he added that the new administration
would seck to maintain aid to Israel and Egypt at
their existing levels, despite the fact that “a
tremendous proportion” of U.S. aid goes to those
two countries.

Christopher reaffirmed
testimony Thursday.

When committee Sen. Claiborne Pell (D-R.L),
chairman of the Foreign Relations Committee,
asked the secretary-designate whether he shared
“the president-elect’s views on the importance of
continuing aid to Israel and Egypt at the current
level,” Christopher responded: “Absolutely, Mr.
Chairman, both because he is president and be-
cause those are my personal views.”

Israel currently receives $3 billion a year in
US. aid, including $1.8 billion in military assist-
ance and $1.2 billion in economic aid. That is
more than any other foreign recipient, but it is
an amount that has remained constant since the
mid-1980s.

In a political climate favoring a shift of
priorities to domestic concerns, Christopher’s
strong endorsement of maintaining a high level of
aid to Isracl undoubtedly came as a relief to pro-
Israel forces.

Jewish organizational leaders were also
pleased by other pro-Israel statements Christopher
made in the course of his confirmation hearings
Wednesday and Thursday.

In his opening statement to the Foreign
Relations Committee on Wednesday, Christopher
said the Clinton administration would be “com-
mitted to maintaining a strong and vibrant stra-
tegic relationship” with Israel.

In addition, in response to a question from
Sen. Larry Pressler (R-S.D.), Christopher said he
would raise the issue of the Arab boycott against
Isracl when he met with Arab leaders in “the
very near future.”

that position in
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ISRAEL READY TO ALLOW RED CROSS
TO SUPPLY RELIEF AID TO DEPORTEES
By Gil Sedan

JERUSALEM, Jan. 14 (JTA) -- In a further
softening of its position, Israel will allow Red
Cross officials to supply humanitarian aid through
Israeli-controlled territory to more than 400
Palestinians it expelled to Lebanon last month.

Israeli officials apparently hope the humani-
tarian gesture will weaken efforts at the United
Nations to impose sanctions against Israel because
of its failure to comply with a Dec. 18 Security
Cauncil resolution calling for the return of the
deportees.

But outgoing U.S. Secretary of State Law-
rence Eagleburger warned Thursday that there
would be “more pressure in the Security Council”
for sanctions against Israel unless it found some
resolution to the fate of the deportees, who are
stranded on a stretch of land in southern Lebanon
between Israeli and Lebanese military checkpoints.

“It ought to be clear to everybody now, as
(the Palestinians) sit out there in their snow-
covered tents that this just can’t go on much
longer,” Eagleburger was quoted as telling report-
ers aboard a flight from Paris, where he had
attended a conference on chemical weapons.

“I recognize how tough it is for the Israelis
right now, but sooner or later they are going to
have to find some solution to the problem,” he
said.

“The longer it takes, the more there’s going
to be pressure in the Security Council to enforce
the resolution, and that puts the Israelis and us
and a lot of other people in an awkward spot.”

Six Others Expelled In Error

Meanwhile, Israel’s agreement to the relief
mission is contingent on reaching an understand-
ing with the Lebanese government, according to a
report in the Israeli daily Ha’aretz.

Last weekend, in a test of wills with Jerusa-
lem, Lebanon barred access to a Red Cross heli-
copter seeking to bring back nine of the 10
deportees Israel said it had expelled by mistake.

But Lebanon did allow the return of Bassam
Sayouri, a 16-year-old deported erronecously in an
outright case of mistaken identity. An ill deportee
also was flown by the Red Cross to a hospital in
the Isracli-controlled border security zome in
southern Lebanon.

If the relief mission goes forward this time,
the Red Cross will be have another six names to
add to the list of those expelled in error. The six
have prison terms pending, disqualifying them for
deportation.

Fifteen deportees will therefore be eligible
for return on the same relief helicopter ferrying
medication and water purification equipment to
the deportees.

Relief officials will also be carrying power-
of-attorney forms for deportees who wish appeals
to be filed on their behalf to military appeal
boards in Israel.

For the longer term, one proposal has the
deportees spending the rest of their exile of up
to two years in a North African country, accord-
ing to a report in the Israeli mass-circulation
daily Yediot Achronot.

French Foreign Minister Roland Dumas is to
mediate with the country involved on the issue,
the report said. Israeli Foreign Minister Shimon
Peres met in Paris this week with Dumas and
U.N. Secretary-General Boutros Boutros-Ghali.
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U.S. GAVE ISRAEL ADVANCE NOTICE
ATTACK ON IRAQ WOULD BE LIMITED
By Hugh Orgel

TEL AVIV, Jan. 14 (JTA) -- Israel received
advanced notice from Washington that the US.-
led air strike against Iraq on Wednesday would be
limited in scope, Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin
has disclosed.

Visiting an air force base in the south,
Rabin, who also holds the defense portfolio, said
the United States had been in contact with Israel
and with other Middle East capitals in advance of
the strike against targets in southern Iraq that
was carried out by American, British and French
warplanes.

Israclis reacted to the raid calmly, despite
sharp memories of the Scud missiles fired at them
by Iraq during the Persian Gulf War two years
ago this week. The public tended to agree with
official reassurances that the hostilities this time
would not involve Israel.

For the most part, it was business as usual
here. There was no run either on food shops or
hardware stores, where, at the start of the Gulf
war, houscholders laid in stocks of food and
plastic sheeting to seal off rooms against possible
gas attack.

Rabin said he did not expect the United
States to update Jerusalem on its military plans
unless they had a direct bearing on Israel. It had
only an obligation to alert Israel “on certain
subjects” and it stood by that obligation.

He said the Israel Defense Force and the
defense establishment “are, of course, taking all
the necestary precautions.”

He also went beyond Iraq to point to the
military buildup in Iran of “medium- and long-
range” weapons of mass destruction and plans by
that country to develop nuclear weapons.

Rabin was scheduled to update leaders of the
opposition Likud on the situation in Iraq.

In spot interviews, many Israelis said the
allied response to Saddam Hussein’s defiance of
U.N. and American demands was too gentle.

“Only a massive military response will halt
that megalomanic,” was a typical response of
those interviewed by Israel Radio.

(Contributing to this report
respondent Gil Sedan in Jerusalem.)

was JTA cor-

ISRAELI CHIEF OF STAFF MEETS
WITH TOP OFFICIALS AT PENTAGON
By Deborah Kalb

States News Service

WASHINGTON, Jan. 14 (JTA) -- With Wed-
nesday’s US. attack on Iraq as a backdrop, the
Israel Defense Force chief of staff met with top
Pentagon officials here Thursday.

Lt. Gen. Ehud Barak exchanged views with
the Americans on the situation in Iraq, the bal-
ance of power in the Middle East, the threat of
Islamic fundamentalism and the peace process,
according to Israeli Embassy spokeswoman Ruth
Yaron.

Neither Yaron nor a Pentagon spokesman
would specify exactly what was discussed, but
they both characterized the meetings as positive.

Yaron said Barak characterized the meetings
as “very warm, very friendly, very attuned to
Israel’s needs.” She added that the IDF chief felt
the Americans are “aware of Israel’s value as a
democratic stabilizing force in the Middle East.”

Barak met with his official host, Gen. Colin

Powell, chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, in
what a Powell aide called “frank, candid and
productive discussions.”

The aide, Col. Bill Smullen, a special assist-
ant to Powell, would not specify what was dis-
cussed in the meeting, saying only that the two
generals covered “a wide variety of issues.”

The session lasted about 45 minutes, Smullen
said, after which Barak met with members of the
Joint Chiefs of Staff in “the tank,” a secured
meeting room. Powell then hosted a lunch for
Barak with members of the joint staff, Smullen
said.

Barak paid a courtesy call on outgoing De-
fense Secretary Dick Cheney, whom he presented
with a letter from Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak
Rabin expressing appreciation for what Cheney did
for Israel during his tenure, Yaron said.

Earlier Thursday morning, Barak was pre-
sented with the U.S. Legion of Merit at a wel-
coming ceremony at the Pentagon. Yaron said this
honor was “totally unexpected.”

On Tuesday, Barak visited the National
Training Center, where he flew in an F-18 plane.

“He was very impressed,” Yaron said.

Barak’s visit, though it happened to coincide
with the U.S. attack on Iraq, was a long-planned
event.

HUNGARY RECOGNIZES ITS DEBT TO JEWS
BUT SAYS IT LACKS MONEY TO PAY THEM
By Agnes Bohm

BUDAPEST, Jan. 14 (JTA) -- Hungary recog-
nizes its responsibility to compensate victims of
Nazism on its soil but is not in a financial posi-
tion to do so, according to Foreign Minister Geza
Jeszensky.

“The Jews have a right to be compensated,”
Jeszensky told reporters as he prepared to leave
for a five-day official visit to Isracl next week.

“But the Hungarian state is not in a position
financially to give full compensation.”

He said, however, he is open to proposals
put forward on the issue by the Israeli side.

Jewish groups have complained that recently
enacted Hungarian compensation laws sharply
favor victims of communist persecution over those
who suffered under the Nazis.

Laws enacted between 1990 and 1992 are
“severely discriminatory” in relative compensation
between the two groups, according to an official
of the World Jewish Congress in New York.

While recognizing Hungary’s obligation,
Jeszensky maintained that Germany should also
acknowledge a role in meeting claims by those
who suffered in World War IL

During the interview, Jeszensky also ex-
pressed his hope that his visit to Israel would not
be dominated by the issue of Istvan Csurka, a
leading Hungarian politician known for his anti-
Semitic views.

Csurka, who has blamed national ills on
liberals, Jews, Western financiers and the press,
was recently demoted from the No. 2 position in
the ruling party to a newly created party presidi-
um that has 21 members.

But the party, the Hungarian Democratic
Forum, is holding elections for its presidency
later this month. Csurka, who enjoys great popu-
larity in some circles here, has been mentioned as
a possible candidate for the post.

It is more likely, however, that Prime Minis-
ter Jozsef Antall will be re-elected president of
his party.
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BEHIND THE HEADLINES;
ENGLISH-SPEAKERS IN ISRAEL
WIN BATTLE OVER RADIO SHOW
By Michele Chabin

JERUSALEM (JTA) -- It often isn’t easy to
fight the system, but that is what a bunch of
Israeli citizens managed to do last week, when
they convinced the country’s national radio sta-
tion to reverse an unpopular decision.

About a week earlier, Israel Radio had
shortened its daily English-language news show
and transferred it to Reka, a station with a
limited range of transmission.

This week, the show is back on Station 1,
and back to its original format, thanks to pro-
tests from its faithful listeners.

Isracl Radio’s unusual decision to restore the
show to its original format follows numerous
complaints from irate listeners, who demanded
that the slashed feature segment of the news
program be reinstated.

Many listeners, especially those living out-
side the major cities, also complained that they
had been unable to receive the news since the
first week of January, when the broadcasts were
transferred from Station 1, which can be received
throughout the country, to the much weaker Reka
station for new immigrants.

Residents of the south, from Beersheba to
Eilat, could not hear the broadcasts at all.

Israel Radio, which is government owned and
operated, decided to transfer all non-Hebrew
broadcasts to Reka in an attempt to consolidate
foreign-language news coverage, according to
spokeswoman Carmela Yisraeli.

There are more than a dozen such programs,
including broadcasts in Russian, Romanian, Yiddish
and Ambharic, the language spoken by Ethiopian
immigrants.

What Isracl Radio did not anticipate was the
fierce loyalty of its English-speaking listeners.

“We received several hundred phone calls
and letters from people who were upset about the
changes,” said Yisraeli. “We didn’t realize how
many people in Israel rely on the English broad-
casts for day-to-day information. Once we learned
that the feature segments were so popular, we
decided to reinstate them.”

‘A Total Victory For Us’

Asked why the news was transferred to a
station with poor transmission capability in the
first place, Yisraeli said, “We honestly didn’t
know that there were problems with Reka’s
broadcast range. Once we realized the problem,
we immediately switched the English news back to
Station 1.”

“This incident was a useful lesson for us,”
said Aryeh Mekel, head of the Israel Broadcasting
Authority. “In a way, the overwhelming response
acted as a kind of listeners survey. Now we know
who our listeners are and that they want the
feature segments.”

“This was a total victory for us,” declared
Ira Cohen, national program director of the
Association of Americans and Canadians in Israel.
“We encouraged our members to protest the
change in the news broadcasts, and it worked.”

The protest took many forms, Cohen said.
“Hundreds of people called AACI offices around
the country, and we encouraged them to write
letters and make phone calls to Israel Radio, the
Broadcasting  Authority, the Communications
Ministry and individual members of Knesset.

“The British and Australian immigrant socie-
ties did the same, and the effort paid off,” he
said.

“Cutting the news was a big mistake,”
Cohen maintained. “Many people rely on it as
their main source of information. There are lots
of immigrants who don’t understand the Hebrew
news, even after being in the country many years.
Senior citizens, in particular, enjoy the feature
broadcasts.”

Cohen pointed out that the English news “is
a good way for foreign visitors to learn about the
country from an Israeli perspective.

“This is especially important when you
realize that journalists, diplomats and other
decision-makers tend to tune into Jordan’s Eng-
lish-language radio station many times during the
day,” he said, adding: “Jordan’s news certainly
can’t be described as pro-Israel.”

Now that English-speaking listeners have
won their battle, they are focusing their efforts
on the plight of Russian- and Amharic-speaking
immigrants who are unable to receive Reka.

Cohen said that AACI and other immigrant
advocacy groups would be meeting this week with
representatives of the various ministries to dis-
cuss problems facing olim.

“AACI and other groups intend to raise the
issue and will press the government to either
strengthen the station or come up with another
solution,” he said.

“After all, what good is a radio station for
immigrants if the immigrants can’t hear it?”

NEW ISRAELI TECHNIQUE TO MAKE
MELONS RIPE FOR WINTER EXPORT
By Hugh Orgel

TEL AVIV (JTA) -- Agricultural scientists at
Ben-Gurion University of the Negev are intro-
ducing a new technique that will enable melons to
be grown in winter for export.

The new system is based on the theory that
what is good for humans should help the growth
of the fruit and thereby bring in high prices in
Europe.

Israeli cantaloupe and honeydew melons sell
for premium out-of-season prices at the best
hotels and gourmet restaurants in Europe.

Professor Dov Pasternak of Ben-Gurion’s
Institute for Agriculture and Applied Biology said
at ‘a news conference Sunday that the technique
uses “passive solar energy” and “solar blankets.”

Solar energy would reduce the cost of
heating, thereby bringing down the price of the
melons.

The method of ‘“solar blankets” uses plastic
pipes full of water heated by solar energy by day.

At night, a “thermal blanket” of plastic
sheeting is placed over the crop, preventing the
heat from dissipating, and keeping the inside
temperature about 13 degrees Fahrenheit above
the outside temperature.

Pasternak called the idea “simple. People
wrap themselves in blankets during the winter to
preserve their body heat. We use a thermal blan-
ket to warm up the plants.

“We have joined the principles of passive
solar energy and hothouse farming,” he said.

The JTA Daily News Bulletin will not be
published Monday, Jan. 18, in observance of the
Martin Luther King Day national holiday.




