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37 ALBANIAN JEWS ARRIVE IN NEW YORK
TO REUNITE WITH FAMILY AFTER 25 YEARS

NEW YORK, June 12 (JTA) -- Thirty-seven
Jews from Albania arrived at Kennedy Inter-
national Airport here Wednesday afternoon for a
joyous reunion with relatives whom they had not
seen in 25 years.

The coordinated efforts of several American
Jewish organizations were responsible.

The new arrivals, members of an extended
family, are among the first Jews to have left
Albania, a Balkan nation of 3.3 million isolated
under a Stalinist dictatorship for 40 years.

Though still governed by the Communist
Party, the country is undergoing liberalization.
Most of its 300 Jews immigrated to Israel in
March and April.

The Jews who landed here on Pan Am Flight
111 left Tirana, the Albanian capital, in December
for Rome, to be processed by the U.S. Immigra-
tion and Naturalization Service. They were grant-
ed admission to America for family reunification.

During their six-month stay in Rome, they
were helped by the American Jewish Joint Distri-
bution Committee, or JDC. Their immigration to
the United States was facilitated by HIAS, the
Hebrew Immigrant Aid Society.

On arrival here, they became clients of
NYANA, the New York Association of New Ameri-
cans, which will assist them in finding jobs and
living quarters. And the American Sephardi Feder-
ation, the association of Sephardic Jews in the
United States, is helping them adjust to life here.

But the successful emigration effort was the
culmination of work begun in the summer of 1990
by the American relatives of the Albanian family,
who asked to remain unnamed.

Fled Na upied Gree

The Jews of Albania were originally from
Ioannina, Greece. They fled into Albania when
Greece was occupied by the Nazis in 1941.

After World War II, the repressive regime of
the late Enver Hoxha prevented them from leaving
the country. But some managed to repatriate to
Greece and came to the United States in 1966.

Last summer, the patriarch of the American
branch of the family, who is in his 80s, went to
Greece to visit a son. While there, he visited the
local HIAS office to register the names of family
members in Albania.

They held dual Albanian-Greek citizenship.

When he returned from Greece, the family
head approached the JDC, which had some con-
tacts with Albanian Jews over the years. For
immigration purposes, they directed him to HIAS
in New York.

The time-consuming work of documenting
each family member in Albania and his or her
relationship to the American family began.

Fortuitously, Albania relaxed its exit re-
quirements at the end of 1990. All but one of the
families received passports for the adults and
laissez-passer documents for the children.

The remaining family did not have an Amer-
ican sponsor to obtain documents, so HIAS became
its sponsor. The agency’s Geneva office also
arranged transportation out of Albania and Italian
transit visas.

SOVIETS PROMISE NEW PASSPORT LAW
WON’T DELAY SOVIET JEWISH ALIYAH
By David Landau

JERUSALEM, June 12 (JTA) -- A high-level
pledge from Moscow that new emigration regula-
tions will not delay the departure of Soviet Jews
for Israel has raised hopes here for an upsurge in
Soviet aliyah this summer.

The promise was made to senior Israeli
representatives in the Soviet capital by the head
of OVIR, the Soviet visa authority, according to a
report Wednesday in the Israeli daily newspaper
Ha’aretz.

Such a pledge would be an unprecedented
gesture by the Soviets to a country with which
they have yet to restore full diplomatic relations.

Concern was growing in Israel that the
reforms designed to overhaul and liberalize Soviet
emigration policy would put a brake on aliyah
rather than facilitate it.

According to the new regulations, which go
into effect July 1, anyone can leave the Soviet
Union but must have a passport.

Israeli officials feared that the sheer volume
of applications would bog down the already over-
taxed Soviet bureaucracy, forcing potential olim
to wait months or even years for the required
documents.

But the head of OVIR said the passport
requirement would be waived in the case of Jews
already holding Israeli visas. Approximately 60,000
persons known to be in that category are waiting
until the end of the school year to emigrate.

The mere application for a passport will
suffice to permit their departure, the Soviet
official said.

Knesset N ber Is S

In addition, according to Ha’aretz, the
Soviets promised that citizens holding exit permits
but who do not yet have Israeli visas would be
given priority in the processing of their emigra-
tion.

Some 110,000 Jews fall into that category,
official sources cited by the newspaper said.

But a powerful Likud Knesset member has
expressed skepticism about the Soviet pledge and
is urging Jews to leave the Soviet Union immedi-
ately, before the new passport law takes effect.

Michael Kleiner, chairman of the Knesset
Aliyah Committee, warned against a false sense of
security among Jews planning to emigrate.

When the new regulations take effect, the
Soviet promises may be hard to implement, facing
would-be olim with long, frustrating delays, he
said.

“If 1 were an outside observer, I might
conclude that this is a collusion by Israel and the
Soviet Union to regulate the pace of aliyah,” he
added.

Criticism of a different sort was voiced by
Alexei Chestakov, the Soviet consul general in
Israel, who spoke to reporters in Haifa. He said
Israeli fears and dire predictions about the effects
of the new passport law are “obsessive.”

The law is designed to sweep away previous
rules under which people who emigrated from the
Soviet Union automatically forfeited their citizen-
ship, he said.







