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PERES THREATENS ‘DIVORCE’ WITH LIKUD
IF CABINET ‘DOESN’T SUPPORT PEACE’
By Tom Tugend

LOS ANGELES, Sept. 20 (JTA) -- Israeli Vice
Premier Shimon Peres on Tuesday threatened a
“divorce” between his Labor Party and its Likud
partner in the national unity government, if Prime
Minister Yitzhak Shamir does not take advantage
of :'the-'momentum--generated by current Israeli-
Egyptian exchanges on the peace process.

“We will not support the government if it
doesn’t support peace,” Peres said. He stressed,
however, that his main priority is to put life into
the peace process, not to break up the unity
government.

Speaking of Egyptian President Hosni Mubar-
ak’s recent proposals to advance the Israeli peace
plan, Peres said, “We will judge everything ac-
cording to the government’s attitude toward this
initiative.”

Peres, who also holds the finance portfolio
in Israel’s Cabinet, made his remarks in response
to a question raised by one of about 80 members
of the ‘Hollywood film industry participating in a
breakfast meeting of the Entertainment Division
of the United Jewish Fund here.

Earlier Tuesday, Peres held a lengthy tele-
phone conversation with former U.S. Secretary of
State George Shultz, in which Peres emphasized
that the 10-point peace plan put forward by
Mubarak is as important for what it leaves out as
what it says.

Not mentioned, for instance, are demands for
the - establishment ~of  a Palestinian state or a
return by Israel to the 1967 'borders.

Shultz said the Egyptian initiative represents
a real advance toward peace, which he regretted
had not been taken during his tenure as secretary
of state.

Another question during the breakfast meet-
ing  was -raised ‘by veteran -movie actor Kirk
Douglas, - who 'said . he . was “perplexed” by the
“Who Is a Jew” controversy in Israel.

With some emotion, Douglas said the he had
made four movies in Isracl and that he “had been
dragged to this meeting by my son Peter, who is
half Jewish.

“This controversy is draining the strength of
Israel,” Douglas declared.

Peres. r ded that he pts as.a Jew
any person who feels he is a Jew. “We're not a
race or religion, but a fusion of history, tradition
and moral code,” he said.

SHAMIR REJECTS EGYPTIAN PROPOSALS
AS MUBARAK ASKS FOR ISRAELI SUPPORT
By Gil Sedan

JERUSALEM, Sept. 20 (JTA) -- Prime Minis-
ter Yitzhak Shamir made clear Wednesday that he
is - categorically opposed to. the ' 10-point plan
advanced by President Hosni ‘Mubarak: of Egypt.
for holding elections in the West Bank and Gaza
Strip.

On the same day, Mubarak appealed to
Israelis to respond favorably to his proposals.

Shamir, addressing an ‘audience of jurists,
urged Egypt and other Arab states to persuade
Palestinian residents of the territories to accept

the original Israeli peace plan, without lhe Egyp-
tian modifications.

He contended that lack; of ‘hnpport is
part of the rcason«whyhth:i'P"lcsnmans have not
responded favorably to the Israeli initiative until
now.

The Egyptian paper has become the focus of
a new crisis between Shamir’s Likud bloc and the
Labor Party  that threatens to bring down the
unity coalition government. While both parties
seemed to' step back from the brink on Wednes-
day, analysts said a breakup of the government
was still a strong possibility.

Labor apparently is willing to accept the
Egyptian proposals, at least as a. starting point
for negotiations about Palestinian elections in the
territories.

Defense Minister Yitzhak Rabin discussed
them with Mubarak during his one-day visit to
Cairo on Monday.

But the Egyptian proposals have been reject-
ed by the Likud. Shamir contended that the plan
is fraught with danger for Israel.

Rej Including Depor:

He absolutely rejected Mubarak’s idea of
including Palestinians deported from the adminis-
tered territories in a delegation that would nego-
tiate with Israel on the terms of the proposed
elections.

He objected: not only because they would
represent - the - Palestine Liberation Organization,
but because Israel will never agree to their “right
of return.”

But Mubarak told Israeli correspondents in
Cairo on Wednesday that it is not possible to
form a Palestinian negotiating team without the
participation of  ‘Palestinians -from - outside the
administered territories.

He suggested that Israel agree to . include
“two or three” of the deportees. The rest of the
delegation  would then be agreed to at a single
meeting, he said.

Shamir also said he could. never "accept. the
“land for peace” formula urged by Mubarak,
because that would mean “the:establishment of an
Arab ~Palestinian. state in the areas of Judea,
Samaria and the Gaza Strip.”

According to Shamir, the parties must stick
to ‘the- original Israeli initiative endorsed by the
Knesset. on ‘May 14, It calls for Palestinians to
elect representatives from the - territories - with
whom Israel would negotiate.

Addressing  himself to the ' West' Bank and
Gaza residents, Shamir said he had no interest in
perpetuating their suffering from violence.

He said that for the benefit of their own
welfare, future and peace, it is time for dialogue
and coexistence.

Meanwhile, ' the possibility of ‘the -govern-
ment’s downfall, which sent .the Tel Aviv Stock
Exchange plummeting Monday, remained strong
Wednesday. But the crisis atmosphere has abated
somewhat.

Israelis, - after all, are wused to periodic
eruptions in a government composed of ideologic-
ally ‘irreconcilable partners. But their confidence
in_stability has been bolstcred by the knowledge
that clinging to office is the first order of busi-
ness for politicians of every stripe.
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SENTIMENT BUILDING IN CONGRESS
AGAINST GRANTING ARAFAT A YISA
By Howard Rosenberg

WASHINGTON, Sept. 20 (JTA) -- Members of
Congress are urging President Bush not.to grant a
visa to Yasir Arafat should the Palestine Libera-
tion Organization leader ask to enter the United
States to address the United Nations General
Assembly.

Letters to Bush are already being circulated
in the Senate and House, even though Arafat has
not yet applied for a visa. Until he does, the
administration will not comment on the issue.

At the United Nations, Clovis Maksoud, the
Arab League representative here, said Monday
that Arafat has not yet decided whether to try to
attend the General Assembly session.

But he said that if Arafat did come, the
logical time for his visit would be in November,
when the assembly holds its annual debate on the
Palestinian issue.

The letter being circulated in the Senate
focuses on PLO actions in the past year, including
raids by PLO constituent groups into Israel, PLO
threats against moderate Palestinians who seek a
Palestinian-Israeli dialogue and the anti-Israel
program adopted last month in Tunis by Al Fatah,
the main branch of the PLO.

After expounding on each of those points,
the.'senators argue “this is not the time for
unearned concessions or rewards, such as revers-
ing the current policy of denying a visa for
Arafat to enter the United States.”

The lawmakers also express concern about
any U.S. decision that would raise the level of
the 9-month-old U.S. dialogue with the PLO. Cur-
rently, the only American official authorized to
conduct that dialogue is the U.S. ambassador to
Tunisia, Robert Pelletreau.

Woul ndermine P Initiativ

As of Tuesday afternoon, 27 senators had
signed the letter, which is co-sponsored by Sens.
Carl Levin (D-Mich.), Joe Lieberman (D-Conn.),
Connie Mack (R-Fla.) and Pete Wilson (R-Calif.).

The House letter, to be mailed Friday, cites
U.S. law as allowing presidents to deny visas for
foreign policy or national security reasons, or if
the "applicant “has engaged, in an "individual
capacity or as a member of an organization, in a
terrorist activity.”

That letter, which is being circulated by
Rep. Lawrence Smith (D-Fla.), argues that grant-
ing Arafat a visa to visit the United Nations this
fall would give the PLO an “unwarranted political
success.”

Freshman Rep. Michael McNulty (D-N.Y.) last
week sent a similar letter to Bush.

Unlike the Senate letter, the -House. .letter
contends that approval of an Arafat application
also would “seriously undermine Israel’s peace
initiative.”

The House members will tell Bush that “most
troubling” is Arafat’s “total rejection of Israel’s
peace initiative, a creative plan based on free and
democratic elections that has earned your strong
backing and the support of Congress.”

“Now is not the time to reward intransi-
gence” and reverse the U.S. decision last Novem-
ber to deny Arafat permission to enter the United
States, the letter says.

Instead, “now is time to draw the line in
the sand and demand progress by the PLO, with-
out any further entreaties by the U.S.,” it states.

“We have moved, Israel has moved, the PLO and
Arafat have not.”

A half-dozen Jewish groups met here last
month with State Department legal experts to
discuss a possible Arafat visa request. Israeli
leaders visiting Washington recently have also
lobbied the administration against granting a visa.

ISRAELI FOREIGN POLICY EXPERT
WELCOMED BY SOVIETS IN MOSCOW

JERUSALEM, Sept. 20 (JTA) -- The former
director general of Israel’s Foreign Ministry,
David Kimche, explained his country’s foreign
policy to a high-level Soviet audience -in, Moscow
last week.

The event, the first of its kind, marked a
significant advance in Soviet-Israeli understanding.

In fact, the Soviet official who hosted the
exchange admitted it would have been unthinkable
even a year ago.

Kimche, who now heads Israel’s Council on
Foreign Relations, sponsored by the World Jewish
Congress, came to Moscow as the guest of the
Soviet Institute for Foreign Relations.

He was reciprocating the visit of the insti-
tute’s head, Professor Radomir Bogdanov, who was
the guest of the Council on Foreign Relations in
Israel earlier this year. e

Kimche spoke “on -Sept. .14 to about 300 .
people who packed the lecture hall. Many stood in
the ‘entrance to hear the Israeli. The audience
included Soviet diplomats, defense officials and
other foreign policy experts.

Representatives of the Soviet Foreign Minis-
try -responsible for -the Israeli and Middle East
desks ‘were present, -as were officials: who have
completed tours of duty in Israel as members of
the Soviet consular delegation set up in Tel Aviv
two years ago. .

Also present was Arye Levin, head of the
Israeli consular delegation in Moscow.

Bogdanov, who gave Kimche an effusive
introduction, observed  that  the institute has
received ambassadors, politicians and lecturers
from many countries, but that this was the first
time he had welcomed an Israeli speaker.

He chided Kimche for not-always having
positive attitudes toward the Soviet Union.

The - Israeli discussed the peace process, his
country’s attitude toward the Palestine Liberation
Organization . and = Israel's call for Palestinian
elections.

A question-and-answer session followed the
lecture. - While some ‘remarks were  critical of
Israeli policies, the atmosphere was friendly and
the speaker got loud applause.

ARAB STABS JEWISH M.:tN IN OLD CITY
By Gil Sedan

JERUSALEM, Sept. 20 (JTA) -- A Jewish
pedestrian was knifed in the back by an Arab
inside the Old City walls Wednesday, but he
suffered only minor wounds.

The victim, Yehuda Avrahami, was walking
from Damascus Gate to the Western Wall. He said
his assailant leaped on him shouting “Allah akh-
bar” (God is great).

Avrahami ran back to the gate with the
knife in his back. He found a  border policeman
who called an ambulance. Police quickly sealed off
the area and arrested several suspects.

Avrahami said ‘Arab shopkeepers witnessing
the stabbing swiftly closed their shops.
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GLEMP AGAINST FORCED REMOVAL OF NUNS,
BUT SAYS HE HAS FUNDS FOR NEW CENTER
London Jewish Chronicle

LONDON, Sept. 20 (JTA) -- Cardinal Jozef
Glemp of Poland said Tuesday that he would
oppose any forced removal of the Carmelite
convent at Auschwitz,

But at the same time, he said he had se-
cured funds to help relocate the nuns away from
the site of the former death camp.

The Polish primate, speaking in Bristol, did
not say when or to where the move might take
place.

But he said he had obtained a pledge of
financial assistance from a Jewish charitable trust
headed by Zygmunt Nissenbaum, a Warsaw Ghetto
survivor who became a millionaire businessman
and lives .in West Germany. The two met: last
week in Warsaw.

However, his remarks hinting-at a resolution
of ‘the convent dispute were upstaged by . the
Vatican, which itself offered Tuesday to help fund
an interfaith prayer center away from Auschwitz,
where the nuns would be moved.

: Breaking its long silence on the issue, which
has!roiled Catholic-Jewish relations most of this
year, the Vatican also endorsed for the first time
the 1987 agreement between Catholic andiJewish
leaders ‘'to remove the convent from Auschwitz
within two years.

Glemp insisted . only - last week that the
agreement be renegotiated, on the grounds that
the four European cardinals who signed it lacked
the competence to make such a commitment.

Apparently out of touch with the Vatican, he
repeated his ‘criticism of the accord here Tuesday.
He said it was ‘an act of wishful thinking” to
expect the convent to have been moved by Febru-
ary 1989.

‘Not For Th ws To Decide’

* Later, in an interview with Ted Koppel on
the ABC News “Nightline” program, Glemp said
he would oppose ‘any forced relocation of the
nuns and said he would “defend their rights when
these rights are infringed upon.”

He also told Koppel he failed to understand
“why the presence of the Carmelite sisters insults
the Jews.”

In his remarks here;” Glemp moderated: his
recent criticism of Jewish protesters at Auschwitz.
But he said they ‘“had touched upon the dignity
of the nuns,” adding that “it. was just not for
the Jews to decide.”

In a sermon on Aug. 26, Glemp accused one
group of protesters, headed by Rabbi Avraham
Weiss of New York, of trying to break into the
convent and harm the nuns.

He claimed Jews controlled the international
news media and were using it to vilify Poland.

In New York, - Weiss issued a statement
Tuesday criticizing the Vatican statement for
failing to condemn Glemp for his “outrageous
anti-Semitic canards of Aug. 26.”

But' in Bristol, Glemp claimed his remarks
were ‘incorrectly reported and distorted by the
news media,

News that the Nissenbaum Foundation had
offered to help build a center. for dialogue and
prayer near Auschwitz, where the Carmelite nuns
would be housed, were reported last week ‘by the
official Polish news agency PAP.

The Nissenbaum Foundation’s brochure lists
its headquarters in Constance, West Germany, and

mentions an office in Warsaw. According to the
brochure, the foundation was established in 1985
“to rescue the cultural heritage of the Jews of
Poland.”

The brochure claims that as early as 1987,
Nissenbaum submitted plans to Pope John Paul II
and Cardinal Franciszek Macharski, the archbishop
of Krakow, for a Jewish-Christian prayer center
outside the Auschwitz camp, to contain a syna-
gogue and a convent.

The brochure says Nissenbaum’s foundation
offered to. pay for the project, which awaits
official approval.

SUSPECTS ARRESTED FCR SETTING FIRE
THAT DEVASTATED FORESTS NEAR HAIFA
By Hugh Orgel

TEL AVIV, Sept. 20 (JTA) -- Ten suspects
have been detained for questioning in connection
with the fire Tuesday that destroyed at 'least
2,500 acres of forest and underbrush on the
Carmel range, south of Haifa.

There is no. question that arson was the
cause, according to police and fire officials, who
linked it to the Palestinian uprising. They said
the arsonists started the fire simultaneously. at
five different spots at about one-mile intervals.

An anonymous caller speaking in Arabic told
Isracl Television’s Arabic service Tuesday night
that the fire was the work of a groupicalled
“Direct Revenge.”

Prime Minister ' Yitzhak ' Shamir told the
Arabic language service of Isracl Radio that the
arsonists were out “to destroy all life in Israel.”

Fanned by a Hamsin, the hot desert wind,
the fire burned through the night. Areas of the
Carmel parkland were still smoldering by morning.

No casualties were reported, however.

Scores of firefighters and Jewish National
Fund employees, as well as thousands of police
officers and volunteers, continued ‘to work Wed-
nesday to stamp out the remaining patches of
flame, :
No estimate has been given of the damage.
But a JNF official surveying the blackened acres
said it would take up to 50 years before the
charred trees and underbrush are replaced. cither
naturally or by planting.

Two Other Fires Reported

Wardens . of © Hai  Bar, the Mount Carmel
Animal Sanctuary, said that while many of the
animals were led to safety, scores died. The
animals include rare species mentioned  in the
Bible that are being bred to raise new herds.

The fire ‘provided ‘a  test for a new liquid
chemical that, mixed with water, suffocates a
blaze for lack of oxygen.

It was dropped by light aircraft and heli-
copters during the night with “amazing results,”
fire officials said.

In New York, JNF spokesman Stuart Paskow
said his office was waiting for a full report on
the extent of the damage, but he said an emer-
gency campaign would probably be conducted in
the United States.

Arson. is suspected in two' relatively minor
fires reported Tuesday night. One ignited a grove
of eucalyptus trees in Rishon le-Zion.

In the Tel Aviv suburb of Tzahala, a group
of wooden ‘huts was set afire, but did not spread
to neighboring homes where many senior officers
of the Israel Defense Force live, The huts are
used in summer by a scouting troop.
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OFFICIAL SAYS SOVIETS HAVE NO PLANS
TO RESTORE RELATIONS WITH ISRAEL SOON
By Allison Kaplan

UNITED NATIONS, Sept. 20 (JTA) -- A top
Soviet official said Wednesday that while it is
“abnormal” that full diplomatic relations do not
exist between his country and Israel, he does not
foresee restoration of such ties until Israel moves
closer to a solution for its conflict with the
Palestinians.

Deputy Foreign Minister Vliadimir Petrovsky,
here for the 44th U.N. General Assembly, said at
a news conference that *as soon as Israel will be
involved in a collective approach” for solving the
Middle East conflict, the Sovict Union will con-
sider restoring relations.

He made it clear that by
proach,” he was referring to an
peace conference.

As for the recent signs of movement toward
peace involving Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak
and Israeli Labor Party leaders, Petrovsky said
the Soviet Union “welcomes all efforts at a
Middle East solution.”

But he reiterated his stand that the ultimate
solution would have to include an international

“collective ap-
international

conference.
An international conference is the method
for resolving the Israeli-Palestinian conflict

favored by the Arab states and the Palestine
Liberation Organization. But Israel’s governing
Likud bloc is adamantly opposed to the idea.

Petrovsky also said that Hungary’s restora-
tion of full diplomatic relations with Israel on
Monday should not been seen as a signal of
Soviet intentions. “Each country makes decisions
taking into accord its political environment,” he
said.

Hungary was the first of the East bloc
countries that severed relations with Israel during
the 1967 war to restore ties.

In remarks that would seem to favor Israel,
Petrovsky called for a ‘“depoliticization” of U.N,
agencies and urged that they be allowed to pursue
their “specific practical” agendas.

Recent meetings of United Nations agencies
have been sidetracked by diplomatic battles over
the PLO’s attempts to gain membership as a de
facto state.

FORMER NAZI WAS ONCE DUPED
INTO WORKING FOR MOSSAD
By Cathrine Gerson

JERUSALEM, Sept. 20 (JTA) -- Otto Skor-
zeny, onc of the wiliest and most dangerous
Nazis, once worked for the Mossad, Israel’s secret
intelligence agency, according to an article. that
will . appear in Matara, a_monthly devoted to
weaponry and intelligence.

According to the editor, Amnon Kave, the
former Waffen SS colonel helped Israel end the
collaboration of Nazi scientists with Egypt in the
early 1960s.

The Mossad was convinced in 1963 that Ger-
man scientists unregenerate - Nazis desiring
Isracl’s destruction -- were helping Egypt build
rockets and other weapons to attack Israel.

Based on that rationale, a high-level decision
was taken to employ Skorzeny, whose legendary
exploits made him a powerful and influential
figure in post-war Nazi circles.

Skorzeny, once dubbed “the most dangerous
man in Europe,” was then living in Spain.

According to the article, Mossad agents
secured an invitation to his heavily guarded villa
in Madrid in 1963, and after a sumptuous all-night
dinner and breakfast, persuaded Skorzeny to
convince the Nazis working for Egypt to abandon
their projects.

The result was that Skorzeny summoned to
Spain a former soldier of his command then
working in Egypt.

He introduced the two Mossad agents -- who
were posing as NATO officers -- as his friends,
explaining that NATO .was very interested in
details of the weapons project in Egypt.

According to the story, the ex-soldier even-
tually  helped the Mossad end the presence of
German scientists in:Gamal Abdel Nasser’s Egypt.

A former senior Mossad agent confirmed the
account, Yediot Achronot reported Monday. He
stressed, however, that ‘“Skorzeny never worked
in the Mossad but he was certainly our agent.”

The Austrian-born Skorzeny gained promi-
nence in 1943 for organizing the glider raid that
freed the Italian dictator, Benito Mussolini, who
was imprisoned - after Italy’s surrender to the
Allies.

Nearly a year later, Skorzeny accomplished a
similar feat in Budapest, when he abducted the
Hungarian dictator Admiral Horthy to ensure that
Hungary remained in the war on Germany’s side.

Skorzeny was taken prisoner in 1945 after a
failed mission to kidnap Gen. Dwight Eisenhower,
supreme commander of Allied forces in Europe.

Skorzeny was tried for war crimes and
cleared, but he was not released. He subsequently
escaped from ‘prison in. Germany and settled -in
Spain, where he prospered in real estate.

Skorzeny died July 5, 1975, of lung cancer.

BIRTH OF TWINS IN ISRAEL MARKS
ADVANCE IN IN-VITRO TECHNOLOGY
By Hugh Orgel

TEL AVIY, Sept. 20 (JTA) -- Healthy twins,
a boy and ‘a girl ‘born. at Beilinson Hospital in
Petach Tikva last weekend, represent a major
advance in the technology of in-vitro fertilization
and new hope for infertile couples everywhere.

The infants were promptly dubbed the “Dou-
ble Frozen Siberian Twins” because their father’s
sperm had been frozen and the fertilized embryos,
too, were put in deep freeze.

They are believed to. be. the first babies
whose genetic material, or DNA, was frozen twice.

The twins weighed 5.7 pounds each at birth.
Their parents, whose names have not been re-
leased, had waited 12 years to have children.

The father, ‘who had a low sperm count,
provided semen over a long period. It was frozen
in- the. hospital's sperm bank. until there was
enough sperm for in-vitro fertilization.

The mother had a number of eggs removed
from her ovary. Both sperm and ova were stored
at minus 320 degrees Fahrenheit.

The Beilinson doctors fertilized them with
defrosted sperm. Of the seven embryos - that
resulted, three were implanted in the mother’s
uterus, but did not take.

The ‘remaining four frozen embryos were
defrosted. and implanted three months later. Two
developed into infants, who 'were delivered by
normal methods;

Doctors say the case is important because it
proves that DNA can survive deep freezing twice
without suffering damage, thereby improving the
medical tools to fight infertility.



