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ARAFAT DEFENDS KILLING COLLABORATORS,
SAYS PNC MAY RECONSIDER PEACE STANCE

By Hugh Orgel

TEL AVIV, Aug. 22 (JTA) -- Yasir Arafat
justified the killing of Palestinian collaborators
Tuesday, citing similar acts by the French resist-
ance movement during the Nazi occupation of
France.

The Palestine Liberation Organization chief,
speaking at a news conference in the Jordanian
capital of Amman, also said he might convene the
Palestine National Council to reconsider its deci-
sion of last year to pursue a policy of peace and
moderation toward Israel. .

The PNC 1s the PLO’s so-called parliament
1n exile.

Arafat said the PL(}"S peace strategy hasn’t
worked so far.

He also expressed disappointment with the
lack of progress in the U.S.-PLO dialogue that
began eight months ago.

Arafat described Palestinians who collaborate
with Israel as ‘“quislings” and said actions taken
against them by the leadership of the Palestinian
uprising were justified. '

But Israeli Defense Minister Yitzhak Rabin

‘maintained that 60 to 70 percent of the Arabs

murdered by fellow Arabs in the West Bank and
Gaza Strip recently had nothing whatﬂvﬂr to do

330 SEVENTH AVENUE

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 23, 1989 .

NEmﬂﬁjﬂk N odo B ATL (212) 643-1890

1 29 1989 ¢ 108

JEWISH LEADERS CONFER IN WASHINGTON
ON PLO MOVE AND POSSIBLE ARAFAT VISIT

By Howard Rosenberg

WASHINGTON, Aug. 22 (JTA) -- Representa-
tives of American Jewish groups urged Swiss and
U.S. officials Monday to thwart the Palestine
Liberation Organization’s latest drive to become a
signatory to the Geneva Conventions.

According to participants in the talks, the
Jewish leaders also urged the State Department to
deny PLO leader Yasir Arafat an entry visa to
the United States if he seeks to address the
United Nations General Assembly session in New
York this fall.

Two other 1ssues discussed during a one-hour
meeting with top aides to State Department legal
adviser Abraham Sofaer were the status of the 8-
month-old U.S. dialogue with the PLO and the
anti-Israel political program adopted earlier this
month by Arafat’s Al Fatah branch of the PLO.

- Prior to the State Department session, the
Jewish representatives met at the Swiss Embassy
with the deputy chief of mission, Christian Blick-
enstorfer, and legal counselor Kurt Hoechner to
discuss Switzerland’s handling of an application
filed by the PLO last month to sign onto the
Geneva Conventions.

Switzerland is the administering country for
the Geneva Conventions, which are a series of

with the Israeli authorities.

Those killings were cr:mma_lly or personally
motivated, and used the Palestinian uprising
merely as a cover, Rabin said. He spoke to re-
porters during a visit to the air force technical

international treaties that cover, among other
things, the treatment of prisoners of war, those
wounded or killed in battle, as well as civilians
under mlhtary occupation. LA

Switzerland is required to mfnrrn all signa-

school 1n Haifa.

The defense minister expressed concern over

‘the mounting wave of murders. He said Israel
considers itself responsible for the safety of all

residents of the adm:mstcrcd territories, Jews and

"Arabs alike.

Ng!' Talks 'Ygt On Hostages |
Rabin also reiterated that Israel is not

presently conducting negotiations for the return
of "Israeli soldiers and Western hostages held by

Shiite extremist groups in Lebanon.

"But the Israeli government will seek every
possible channel to effect a prisoner-hostage
exchange, he said.

Rabin said it was doubtful that the hnstage
problem would be commanding world attention had
it not been for Israel’'s July 28 seizure of Shiekh
Abdul Karim Obeid, a leader of the Shiite funda-
mentalist Hezbollah, or Party of God.

His capture opened the way for nﬂgﬂt:atmns,
- but there 1s no certainty they will take place, the
defense minister said. |

Rabin disclosed that an inquiry is under way
to find out who leaked a story to the Sunday
Times of London that Obeid told his Israeli
interrogators the two Israeli soldiers held captive
in Lebanon are 1n fact dead. The paper said Isracl
was now tryving to recover their bodies.

While Israel has not denied the story, _ﬂfﬁ-
cial$ made clear they do not consider Obeid a
credible source.

The pﬂsztmn of the gﬂvcrnmﬂnt 1s that the
soldiers are alive, unless there is conclusive proof
otherwise. '

tory nations in writing when a state asks to
adhere to the conventions. |

Normally, states seeking to sign on are auto-
matically accepted.

R

ros rting Bi
In May, Switzerland rejected the PLO’s f‘:rst

application, arguing that it was incorrectly filed.

But the latest one, filed in July, has been deemed

proper. | | | |
Ncvertheless, Blickenstorfer said Tuesday
that Switzerland believes the PLO “definitely

cannot” become a party to the accords,
it 1S not a state.

The Geneva- hascd International Committee of
the Red Cross, which helps implement the treaty
and which receives U.S. funds, is -suppurting the
PLO’s bid. -

While U.S. officials have not said they would
reduce U.S, contributions to the ICRC should the
PLO become a party to the treaty, ther¢ may be
an “implicit” threat, said Jess Hordes, Washington
representative of . the Anti-Defamation League of
B'nai B'rith. | -

A wcll-placad State . Department  official
denied any implicit or ‘explicit threat to cut uff
funds, but added, “People can’t help be aware’” of
the possible consequences of including the PLO.

- The U.S. gnvﬂrnmcnt has actively fought the
PLO’s efforts to join several other international’
bodics, including the. World Health Organization
and the United Nations Educanunal Sclcnnflc and
Cultural Organization. ' - |

Its threat to cut off funds to the hcalth
hud}' is credited with pressuring the agency to

because
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postpone consideration of admitting the PLO this
Spring. |

Also high on the agenda of the State De-
partment meeting was discussion of Arafat’s
possible plans to enter the United States.

An official at the PLO’s observer mission to
the United Nations in New York said Arafat
“most probably” will seek a visa to attend the
U.N. General Assembly session, which runs trom

September to December.

No application has yet been filed, and ad-
ministration officials will not publicly discuss visa
cases until a ruling is made.

A Challenge For U.S. Poli

The American Jewish officials expressed
concern that if Arafat were allowed to enter the
country, he would be able to go on a speaking
tour around the United States or even be invited
to mect with President Bush or Secretary of State
James Baker.

Two weeks ago, Jewish leaders told Bush
that they oppose *in principle” granting a visa
for Arafat to speak at the United Nations, one of
six Jewish leaders at that White House mceting
has confirmed.

Arafat last received a U.S. visa 1n 1974,
when he addressed the U.N. General Assembly,
wearing a gun holster that reportedly was empty.

Last year, George Shultz, who was secretary
of state at the time, rejected Arafat’s application
to make a return appearance to the world body,
on the grounds that Arafat has overseen PLO

clements that *“have engaged in terrorism against
Americans and others.”

In an unprecedented move, the United Na-
tions held a special General Assembly session in
Geneva, where Arafat publicly renounced terrorism
and recognized Israel’s right to exist.
ments led to the establishment of a U.S. dialogue
with the PLO in December.

An Arafat visa application would force the

United States to decide whether the PLO lcadﬂr
should still be regarded as a terrorist.

Decision On Political Grounc

Last year, the State Department said it
would evaluate any Arafat application with “se-
vere scrutiny.” It has yet to use that phrase th:s
time around.

Hordes of ADL predicted that any visa
request would be evaluated on political grounds,
and not legal ones.

He said administration lawyers could f'md
lcgal reasons to base either acceptance or rejec-
tion of an Arafat visa application.

He argued that if Arafat sends a clear signal
to West Bank Palestinians that they can pursue
the Israeli peace plan, then the Bush administra-
tion' would look favorably on a visa application.

“If that doesn’t happen, then it's less
clear,” he said.

In addition to Hordes, Jewish participants in
the OState Department meeting included Steven
Rosen of the American Israel Public Affairs

Committee, George Gruen of the American Jewish
Committee, Phil Baum and Mark Pelavin of the

American Jemsh Congress, Kenneth Jacobson of
ADL and Martin Raffel of the National Jewish

Community Relations Advisory Council.

They met with Ken McKune, deputy director

of Isracl and Arab-Israeli affairs: Alan Kreczko,
deputy legal adviser: Bruce Rashkﬂw assistant
legal adviser for U.N. affairs: and Aarﬂn David
Miller of the policy-planning staff.

e

His state-
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U.S. JEWISH LEADER ACCUSES SWEDEN
OF HAVING A PRO-PALESTINIAN TILT

STOCKHOLM, Aug. 22 (JTA) -- The presi-

‘dent of B’nai B’rith International has conironted

Sweden’s leaders with charges of bias toward the
Arab cause in the Middle East conflict.

Seymour Reich, who 1s also chairman of the
Conference of Presidents of Major American
Jewish Organizations, met separately Monday with
Prime Minister Ingvar Carlsson and Foreign
Minister Sten Andersson. |

He accused Sweden of a pro-Palestinian tilt,
citing its failure to condemn recent acts of
terrorism by the Palestine Liberation  Organization.

He also said Stockholm ignored the call to
arms at the recent conference in Tunis of Al
Fatah, the largest and most moderate component
of the PLO.

He said Sweden has been silent about Syrian
aggression in Lebanon and has not supported the
Israeli peace plan, which among other things calls
for Palestinian elections in the West Bank and
Gaza Strip. |

Reich 1s still rankled by the Swedish leaders
because they helped arrange a meeting here last

December between PLO lcadﬂr Yaslr Araf at and

five American Jews.

According to Reich,
“an invisible constituency.” |

The Swedish leaders responded to the
charges by citing their country’s longstanding
friendship with Israel. They stressed Sweden’s
support of Israel’s right to e.:-r.lst wﬂhm secure
hnundanﬂs

‘However, they also ‘made clear their suppﬂrt
of Palestinian aspirations for statehood.

Reich addressed a meeting of the European
District of B’nai B’rith here Tuesday. He told his
audience that Sweden has lost credibility with
American Jews because of 11'5 perccwed tilt to-
ward the PLO. |

“Sweden has become a frcquent_ critic of
Isracl, maintaining a discreet silence when Arab

groups or the PLO ventures into blatant aggres-
sion,” he said. |

The B’nai B'rith leader was received Tuesday
by King Carl Gustaf X'Vl of Swaden.'

those Jews represented

THREE MORE PALESTINIANS KILLED
By David Landau |

JERUSALEM, Aug. 22 (JTA) -- Two Palﬂstm-

1ans were killed Tuﬂsday and a teen- -ager died of
earlier injuries. o

The Israecl Defense Force and local police

-are mvcstlgatmg the rcpnrted dﬂath ﬂf NEESE‘-I‘

Shahﬂen Abu Katrma, 17.

on the outskirts of the El-Amari refugee camp,

near the WESt Hank tﬂwn of Rama]]ah But his
bndy has not been found. S

Soldiers. were stoned when they entered the

camp to question residents abﬂut the killing. A
curfew was imposed.

A 20-year-old man frum Khan Yunla at the
southern end of the Gaza Strip, was shot to death
during dcmnnstratmns in the Deir cI-Halah mar-

ket.

Local suurces said three pﬂrsﬂﬁs were in-
jured. -

Meanwhile, a 15- yﬂar-nld Arab girl f'rnm the
Askar refugee camp near Nablus died. Tuesday of

head wounds received durmg a clash with the IDF
last week.
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JEWISH LEADERS ARRANGING MEETING
ON CONVENT WITH VATICAN OFFICIAL

By Allison Kaplan

NEW YCORK, Aug. 22 (JTA) -- An emergency
meeting between American Jewish religious leaders

and a top adviser to Pope John Paul II has been
tentatively arranged for mid-September.

The Carmelite convent at Auschwitz and the

pope’s recent ‘“‘problematic and troubling lang-
uage” regarding the Jewish covenant with God are
likely to be high on the agenda of the consulta-
tion, according to Rabbi A. James Rudin. |

Rudin 1is chairman of the International
Jewish Committee ‘on Interreligious Consultations,
the primary channel for communication between
the Vatican and the Jewish world.

[JCIC requested the meeting under a Epcmal
agreement worked out 1n 1987, when Jewish

leaders protested the pope’s meeting with Austrian
President Kurt Waldheim, who has been at least

indirectly linked to Nazi atrocities during World
War II.

The agreement provided for urgent meetings
between the Vatican and IJCIC, on
pressing concern

state for relations with

fcligiﬂus
world. |

-3

1ssues of
to either party. Such sessions
are to be arranged through the office of Cardinal
Johannes Willebrands, the Vatican’s secretary of
the Jewish

“DAILY NEWS

Rabbi Avraham Weiss of New York and six of his
followers. The demonstrators entered the convent
grounds and were physically attacked by Polish
workers. |

- In addition to the convent and the pope’s
remarks, issues the Jewish leaders hope to discuss

- with the Vatican are the evolving political scene

in Eastern Europe, the plight of Lebanese Chris-

- tians in Lebanon and the Palestinian uprising in
~Israel’s administered territories.

ISRAELI CONFERS WITH POLISH OFFICIALS
ON AUSCHWITZ CONVENT, BILATERAL ISSUES
By Hugh Orgel -

TEL AVIV, Aug. 22 (JTA) -- Israel’s minister
for religious affairs, Zevulun Hammer, met this
week with his Polish counterpart in Warsaw and

- with leaders of the Polish parliament.

But it is not vyet known if he made any

| headway toward resolving the bitter controversy
- over the Carmelite convent on the grounds of the

former Auschwitz death camp.

Hammer also discussed the issue with Cardi-
nal Franciszek Macharski, the archbishop of
Krakow, who has jurisdiction over the convent.

Macharski, though signatory to an agreement
pledging that the convent would be relocated, now
opposes moving it from the present site.

Israel is awaiting details of Hammer's talks

Willebrands has not y:t f ﬂrmally responded
to the request. But 1n informal conversations, the

meeting has been -tentatively schcduicd to bt:gm
Sept. 12, Rudin said. |

Some IJCIC members are hoping that the
consultation will include not only Vatican offi-

““cials, but representatives from the Pnl:sh Catholic

Church. - |
Relations bctwr.:en Pnhsh Catholics and the

Jewish world have been strained to the breaking

point recently by the strife surrounding  the
continued presence of the convent at Auschwitz.

Pope’s Remarks To Be Discussed

Relations reached a crisis point on Aug. 11,
when Cardinal Franciszek Macharski, the arch-
bishop of Krakow, announced cancellation of an
agreement by Jewish and Catholic leaders to build
an interfaith center, where the nuns in the
convent would be relocated. |
| Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum, an IJCIC mt:rnbr:r
and former chairman of the group, said that he
would like to see both Macharski and Bishop
Henrvyk Muczyinski chairman of  the Polish
Church’s commission on Catholic-Jewish rclatmns,
attend the September meeting. -

“What 1s at stake here i1s making sure that
Auschwitz 1s not lost to the Jewish people,”
Tanenbaum said. e L |

Another area of tension between Catholics
and Jews has been remarks made by the pope
over the past three weeks regarding the Jewish
covenant with God. In homilies,
made remarks implying that the Christian cove-
nant was created because of Israel’s “infidelities”

o God, and that the Jewish covenant is no longer

in effect.

The remarks, Tanﬂnhaum said "could vcr}f
well be a symbolic act of reprisal” by the Vatican
for demonstrations and statements by Jr:ws sur-
‘rounding the controversy over the convent.

‘He said that Catholics have been “ﬂnraged“

by Jewish condemnation of the Church over the

convent issue. They are particularly upset by a

demonstration at the convent last month led by

“Umschlagplatz, the

the pope has

with the cardinal and with the bishop of Warsaw
on the subject.

Hammer visited the Seym, the Polish parha-
ment, Monday at the invitation of 1ts speaker,
Nikolaj Kozakiewicz, who represents the United
Pecasants Alliance. |

~ He met with two senior members of Solidar-
1ty who are deputy chairmen of the parliament.

‘Hammer is the first Israeli minister to visit

| Puland since diplomatic relatmnﬁ were brnkﬂn by

Warsaw 1n. 1967.
He signed an agre:mﬂnt Tuesday with the
Polish minister of religions, Wladyslaw Loranc, to

. establish a joint Polish-Israeli fund for the res-

toration and prﬂsﬂrvatmn of historic Jewish sites
in Poland.

Hammer and his entuuragc visited the War-
saw Ghetto on Sunday and placed a' wreath in

Isracl’s name at a mﬂnumcnt cnmmﬂmﬂratmg the
ghetto fighters. |

They attended a memorial ceremﬂny at tht:
square where Jews were
herded to be transported to extermination camps.

Hammer also visited Warsaw's Great Syna-
gogue, where he got an emﬂnunal we.lr:nmc

BEGIN DISCHARGED FROM HOSPITAL
By Hugh Grgel '

TEL AYIVY, Aug. 22 {JTA») -~ Furmﬁr Prime
Minister Menachem Begin was discharged from

Sha’are Zedek Hospital here Tuesday, after five
days of medical tests, -and pronounced in good
health. ' -

The ?6-ycar-nld Begin left the hospital
unaided at noon, accompanied by his daughtcr
Hassia. - ok |

‘Begin was: admntcd on Aug. 16 complaining

~of ‘*‘general weakness.” Tests found that his: blood

sodium level was down, a common r:ﬂnd:ntmn 1n
Israel during the hot summer months,
--Also ‘Tuesday, Police Minister Haim Bar-Lﬂv

was discharged from the Sheba government hospi-

tal in Tel Hashomer, He was admitted last Friday
for a cardiac checkup.



l,d AUGUST 23, 1989

JAPAN, SOUTH KOREA ACCUSED
OF BACKING BOYCOTT OF ISRAEL

By Howard Rosenberg

WASHINGTON, Aug. 22 (JTA) -- More than

100 members of Congress are charging the gov-
ernments of Japan and South Korea with “con-

doning” decisions by firms in their countries not

to sell goods to Israel.
In letters Aug. 7 to then Japancsﬂ Prime

Minister Sosuke Uno and South Korean Premier
Kang Young Hoon, 101 U.S. lawmakers accused
them of violating ‘“‘free-trade principles.”

“We urge you to send a powerful, unambigu-
ous signal to your business community, encourag-
ing free and open trade with Israel,” the law-
makers wrote.

They asked Uno to establish a trade promo-
tion office 1n Israel, and Hoon to allow Israel to
reopen an embassy there that Israel had closed in
1978 to save money.

The letter was drafted by the International
Committee for Free Trade, a 1984 creation of the
American Jewish Congress, American Jewish Com-
mittee and Anti-Defamation League of B’nai
B’rith. The letter was co-signed by Reps. Gary
Ackerman (D-N.Y.) and Norman Mineta (D-Calif.).

An Ackerman aide said Monday that he had
not received any response.

But officials of the Japanese and South
Korean governments dismissed charges that they
encourage boycott behavior.

Noriyuki Shikata, a Japanese Embassy offi-
cial, said 1t 1s i1nconceivable that his government
would tell companies not to trade with Israel.

He argued that firms may elect not to trade
with Israel based on private decisions about
“*making profits or not.”

“It 1s true Japan has to import some prod-
ucts from Arab countries, especially oil, and we
just can’t cut relations with those countries,” he
said. More than 50 percent of Japan’s oil is
imported from the Arab world.

Nevertheless, Shikata said, “We think it is
very i1mportant to maintain good relations with
Isracl.” He noted that Uno, as Japan’s foreign

minister, visited Israel in June 1988, the first
such trip by a senior Japanese official.
Shikata contrasted any private economic

boycott with the government’s being “very eager
to play any kind of role” in resolving the Arab-
[sracli conflict.

Sangkyu Lee, a South Korean Embassy
official, had no comment on boycott accusations
cxcept to say Korean policy i1s “not to meddle in
or stde with” ecither party in the Middle East.

Worst Trade Policies

But Will Maslow, AJCongress’ general counsel
and cditor of its Boycott Report, said Japan and

South Korea have the worst trade policies toward
[sracl of any Western countries.

Japan, but not South Korea, hns full dlpln-
matic relations with Israel. U.S.-Japanese trade
totalled $1.2 billion last year, roughly $800 million
of that in Japanese exports to Israel.

While Japan imported $400 million worth of
[sraecli goods, a large chunk of that was in dia-
monds, which are conducive to a pro-Arab boycott
policy, said Maslow. Diamonds are not marked
with their country of origin. |

Israel has a trade surplus with South Korea,

b_asf:d on 1987 figures reported by the Interna-
tional Monctary Fund. Israeli imports that year
were $20 million while exports were $46 million.
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Maslow said that of the two countries, Japan
“at least is sensitive” to criticism and has been
“moving slowly” to rectify boycott complaints.
“Korea does not give a damn,” he asserted.

For example, in government reports, ““Korea
does not cite Israel as a trading partner,’ where-

as Japan does, Maslow said.

By contrast, Hong Kong and Singapore “have
forsworn the Arab boycott and enjoy strong
economic relations with Israel,” the lawmakers
wrote. | |

In 1987, Singapore exported $53 million
worth of goods to Israel and imported $32 million.
Hong Kong exported $122 million and imported
$344 worth of goods.
| Maslow praised Sccretary of Statﬁ James
Baker for publicly calling in May for an end to

Arab boycotts of Israel, which he could not recall
having been done in recent memory by any other
top U.S. officials.

SOCIAL DEMOCRATS STILL PURSUING

STRATEGY OF TOLERATING FAR RIGHT
By David Kantor

BONN, Aug. 22 (JTA) -- The opposition
Social Democratic Party 1s still pursuing a politi-
cal strategy that its own officials have called “a
terrible mistake” -- tolerance of the rﬂputﬂdly
neo-Nazi1 Republican Party.

West German newspapers uncovered Monday
what they said was a secret SPD document
reccommending that the Socialists refrain from
attacking the Republicans, whose leader, Franz
Schoenhuber, 1s a former Waffen SS officer.

Instead, the SPD was advised to exploit
rising fortunes of the far right at the expense of
the ruling Christian Democratic Union, the con-
servative party headed by Chancellor Helmut Kohl,
which has been losing votes to the Republicans.

[Last month, the Munich-based Sueddeutsche
Zeitung published the contents of an earlier SPD
strategy  paper suggesting it was in the party’s
interest to enhance the Rﬂpuhhcans in order to
weaken the CDU.

It was quietly endorsed by SPD lf:.ad::r Hans-
Jochen Vogel, the newspaper said.

The SPD admitted on July 16 that such a

~policy paper existed. The party’s chief in Lower

Saxony, Gﬂrhard SChrﬂﬂdﬂl‘ called 1t a *“‘terrible
mistake.” |

Anke Fuchs, -l:hf.': SPD dircctu’r, agreed it was
a “‘mistake” and insisted there was no way the
party could have adopted such a cynical line.

The CDU waxed indignant at the time. Its
sccretary-general, Heiner Geissler, accused the
SPD of a ‘“massive attack on the democratic
political culture in this country.”

- He added that any party' that attempts to
gain by suppurtlng the extreme right *‘“cannot
argue that it represents the political mainstream.”

But Geissler, who has held his party’s top
post since 1977, has himself fallen victim to
Chancellor Kuhl‘s tilt to the right.

He announced at a news conference here
Monday that the chancellor informed him  he
would not be renominated when the CDU holds its
national convention in Bremen next month.

~ Geissler, a moderate, 1S apparcntly being

sacrificed in an attempt to regain CDU voters
who defected to the Republicans.

~The Republican Party pnllcd about 7 percent
of the popular vote this year 1in. local elections

and in national balloting for the European Parlia-
ment, largely at tht: expense of the CDU



