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U.S. KIBBUTZ VOLUNTEER INJURE®C.-J.I.R. CINCINNAfVISH LEADERS MEET WITH BUSH

BY LONE INFILTRATOR FROM JORDAN
By Hugh Orgel :

TEL AVIV, Aug. 8 (JTA) -- A 25-year-old
Jewish woman from the United States was wound-
ed Tuesday by a terrorist who q ed over, .the .
border from Jordan and infiltratéd a Kibbutz 15"
the Negev,

The intruder, who was dressed in a Jordani-
an Army uniform, also seized and held hostage a
20-year-old woman, before he was shot and killed
by Israel Defense Force soldiers. The woman held
hostage, later identified as soldier Osnat Levy,
was freed unharmed.

The incident took place on Kibbutz Lotan,
located some 30 miles north of Eilat, where
Laurie Rosen of Englewood, N.J., was working as
a volunteer. i

The terrorist encountered Rosen shortly
before noon in the kibbutz date orchard-and fired
his submachine gun at her from a distance of
about six yards. ‘As he opened fire, the assailant
reportedly shouted in English, “That’s because of
my brother.”

Rosen, who was wounded lightly in the
shoulder muscle, was taken to Josephthal Hospital
in Eilat, where she was reported in satisfactory
condition.

‘A short while after the shooting, Levy was
discovered to be missing. Kibbutz members and
IDF soldiers who had becen summoned to the scene
searched the area.

The terrorist was discovered as the search-
ers approached a toolshed 'in the orchard. He was
holding Levy hostage.

After unsuccessful negotiations for = her
release, the soldiers stormed the shed, killing the
terrorist and freeing Levy.

Was Contemplating Alivah

Rosen is a second-year medical student at
the University of Chicago.

Her brother, Danny, told the Jewish Tele-
graphic Agency in a telephone interview that the
family spoke “with my sister and she’s fine.”

Rosen was contemplating aliyah, after. visit-
ing Israel for the first time last summer, accord-
ing to her friend, Zvi Sabin, who was also reach-
cd by telephone.

He said he reacted with “shock, and a lump
in my throat” when he heard of the incident.

Sabin is the secretary of Garin Arava, a
group of young people planning to make aliyah to
either Kibbutz Lotan or Kibbutz Yahel, the Re-
form movement'’s two kibbutzim in Israel.

Israel’s border with Jordan is normally quiet,
and infiltrations are relatively rare. But the last
few months have seen an upsurge of such attacks.

The last occurred on May 27, when a de-
ranged Jordanian soldier crossed into  the. Beit
She’an Valley and wounded two Israeli soldiers.

On March 18, two terrorists infiltrated the
Ncgev, north of where Tuesday’s attack took
place, killed an Israeli soldier and wounded a
Bedouin tracker. before slipping back over the
border. Jordanian authorities later announced that
they had captured the terrorists.

(JTA staff writer Allison Kaplan
York contributed to this report.)

in New

ON FALLOUT FROM HOSTAGE CRISIS

AUG 15 ]gsgBy Howard Rosenberg

WASHINGTON Aug. 8 (JTA) -- US. Jewish
leadcrg told President Bush on Tuesday they were
conce,mcd that the hostage situation in Lebanon
“Could adversely affect public support for Israel, a
senior White House official reported.

Marlin Fitzwater, the White House. spokes-
man, said the leaders were concerned over ‘“‘gen-
eral public attitudes that might develop” toward
Israel in the aftermath of its capture of a Shiite
extremist leader, Sheikh Abdul Karim Obeid.

The seizure of the sheikh by Israeli com-
mandos on July 28 touched off a series of threats
against American hostages by their Shiite captors.
Some politicians, notably Sen. Robert Dole, have
blamed Israel for endangering the lives of the
hostages by carrying out the commando raid.

Fitzwater said the Jewish leaders “reiterated
their support for the president and for the peace
process . in the Middle East,” and said they
“shared our anguish over the hostage situation.”

In an unusually terse statement, Seymour
Reich, chairman of the Conference of Presidents
of ' Major American Jewish Organizations, called
the White House meeting “an informal, off-the-
record conversation on a variety of issues.” He
termed it “positive and productive.”

Bush ‘“reaffirmed the strong and close
relationship that binds the United States and
Israel,” Reich said.

Other administration officials present at the
meeting were Vice President Dan Quayle, White
House Chief of Staff John Sununu and Brent
Scowcroft, the national security adviser.

Joining Reich were prominent Republican
fund-raisers Max Fisher, Richard Fox and George
Klein of the National Jewish Coalition; Edward
Levy. Jr., president of the American Isracl Public
Affairs Committee; and Malcolm Hoenlein, execu-
tive director of the Conference of Presidents.

FBI BELIEVES HIGGINS WAS KILLED,
SOME SAY MORE THAN A YEAR AGO
By Howard Rosenberg

WASHINGTON, Aug. 8 (JTA) -- ‘Lt. Col.
William Higgins was likely the person shown being
hanged in a videotape rcleased last week by a
Shiite group in Lebanon, the FBI announced
Monday.

FBI officials did not state ~when
thought Higgins might have been killed.

White House spokesman Marlin Fitzwater on
Tuesday would not go beyond the FBI's statement.

The Washington Post. on Tuesday quoted a
senior administration official as saying that there
is “strong- circumstantial evidence” that Higgins
had been killed long before the videotape was
released July 31.

The official said the “working assumption”
is that- he was killed sometime after the shooting
down of an Iranian airliner over the Persian Gulf
in July 1988.

ABC News: this week reported that forensic
experts . suspect ‘Higgins was  killed shortly. after
his kidnapping in February 1988.

They arrived at that conclusion because the

they
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body in the videotape appeared to be cleaq-
shaven, dressed in winter clothes and not emaci-
ated, as many hostages tend to look after months
in captivity. .

The timing of Higgins’ death is significant,
because it could disprove his kidnappers’ claims
that he was hanged in retaliation for Israel’s
capture of their leader, Sheikh Abdul Karim
Obeid. .

Israel has been criticized by some American
officials, including Senate Minority Leader Robert
Dole, for endangering the lives of American
hostages by seizing Obeid from his home in
southern Lebanon on July 28.

ISRAELI OFFICIALS REMAINING MUTE
ON DEVELOPMENTS IN HOSTAGE CRISIS
By Hugh Orgel

TEL AVIV, Aug. 8 (JTA) -- Israeli Cabinet
ministers have been asked to make no further
public comments on the hostage situation, in the
hope of preserving an atmosphere conducive to
ncgotiations for the captives’ release. N

Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir, Defense
Minister Yitzhak Rabin and Foreign - Minister
Moshe Arens, who are in frequent telephone
contact during the day, have ruled that only they
will be permitted to make statements in news-
paper, radio and television interviews, both in
Isracl and abroad.

The blanket of silence was ordered after
Isracli leaders received reports of United Nations
Undersecretary-General Marrack Goulding’s visits
to Damascus and Beirut.

The undersecretary reported that while he
was meeting in Beirut with Sheikh Mohammed
Hussein Fadlallah, the sheikh was handed a note
describing how Israeli leaders had referred to the
Hezbollah, or Party of God, as a “pack of liars.”

Fadlallah, who is spiritual mentor of the
Islamic fundamentalist group, was visibly angered
and reportedly threatened to break off all talks
on the release of three Israeli soldiers being held
by Shiite groups in Lebanon.

Goulding, who was dispatched to the Middle
East to investigate the fate of US. Marine Lt.
Col. William Higgins, arrived in Isracl on Tuesday
morning, after spending the night at the head-
quarters of the U.N. Interim Force in Lebanon at
Nakoura.

The U.N. envoy met first in Tel Aviv with
the US. ambassador to Isracl, William Brown. He
then drove to Jerusalem for meetings with Rabin
and Deputy Foreign Minister Binyamin Netanyahu,
who is heading a special Foreign Ministry team
appointed to handle the hostage situation.

Demanded Qbeid’s Release

Goulding is said to have angered Rabin by
demanding that Israel release Shickh Abdul Karim
Obeid, whom Isracli commandos scized July 28
from his home in southern Lebanon.

Isracl has offered to release Obeid and other
Moslem prisoners if Shiite groups agree to free
the threc Israeli soldiers and Western hostages
they are holding in Lebanon.

Goulding was to return to New York Tuesday
evening, to report to U.N. Secretary-General
Javier Perez de Cuellar.

Rabin told reporters after his meeting with
the U.N. envoy that the United Nations is not
interested in getting involved in negotiations for
the rclease of Western hostages or three Israeli
prisoners of war being held in Lebanon.

The defense minister said Israel would prefer
that hostage negotiations be conducted discreetly
by the International Committee of the Red Cross,
which has helped arrange past prisoner swaps.

But neither direct nor indirect negotiations
have yet been launched, respected Ha’aretz mili-
tary correspondent Ze’ev Schiff reported Tuesday.
He wrote that proposals issued in recent days by
various Shiite extremist factions are being viewed
by. Israeli officials as trial balloons, rather than
concrete of fers.

The Israel Defense Force chief of staff, Lt.
Gen. Dan Shomron briefed the Knesset Foreign
Affairs and Defense Committee Tuesday on mili-
tary matters, including the hostage situation.

Committee members were allowed to ask
questions, but the panel chairman, Eliahu Ben-
Elissar, ruled out any debate for fear of unauth-
orized leaks.

LABOR VOTES FOR EAST JERUSALEM ARABS
TO PARTICIPATE IN PROPOSED ELECTIONS
By Gil Sedan

JERUSALEM, Aug. 8 (JTA) -- The Labor
Party Central Committee convened Tuesday and
adopted ‘a resolution on the peace process seen as
a compromise between party hawks and doves.

It calls for the participation of East Jerusa-
lem residents in the proposed Palestinian elections
in the West Bank and Gaza Strip, but reiterates
the party’s opposition to the repartition of Jeru-
salem and the establishment of an independent
Palestinian state.

Both Vice Premier Shimon Peres and Defense
Minister Yitzhak Rabin praised the party for
taking ‘a strong stand on the peace process that
preserved - the national unity government and
“took the air” out of attempts last month by
three hard-line Likud ministers to put tough new
conditions on the government pecace initiative.

The ministers, Ariel Sharon, David Levy and
Yitzhak Modai, succeeded in getting those condi-
tions incorporated in a resolution adopted July 5
by the Likud Central Committee. But on July 23,
the full Cabinet reaffirmed the original govern-
ment peace plan, without the new conditions.

One of those conditions was . that  Arab
residents of East Jerusalem should be barred from
running or voting in the proposed elections in the
administered territories. Likud politicians belicve
that- allowing ‘them to. participate would be an
admission that East Jerusalem is not part of
Israel.

Isracl annexed East Jerusalem after capturing
it from Jordan in the Six-Day War of 1967. Its
Arab residents are entitled to rights that Pales-
tinians in the West Bank and Gaza Strip do not
enjoy. Many prominent Palestinian leaders live in
East Jerusalem.

Labor dealt with the controversial issuc by
deciding that although East Jerusalem Arabs would
participate in the elections, they would not vote
in the city itself.

The party also resolved that negotiations
with the Palestinians would be held “without
delay and with no preconditions.” .

This stance also  differs with ‘the July 5
Likud resolution, which stated  that peace talks
fzould not be held before the end of the Palestin-
ian uprising. The Likud position also ruled out a
solution 'that entailed returning additional terri-
tory for peace.

Labor did resolve, though, that the elections
must be held in an atmosphere of “non-violence.”
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SHARON SAID TO MEET WITH SYRIAN
TO SOLIDIFY LEBANON ARRANGEMENT
By Yossi Lempkowicz

BRUSSELS, Aug. 8 (JTA) -- Israeli Industry
and Trade Minister Ariel Sharon met here secretly
in May with an official Syrian emissary, “in order
to put the tacit agreements which are said to be
existing between the two countries on Lebanon
into a slightly more concrete form,” a Belgian
newspaper said Monday.

Quoting unidentified “Arab and Israeli
credible sources,” the large-circulation Belgian
daily Le Soir said the man whom Sharon encoun-
tered in the Belgian capital was “an official
businessman very close to Syrian President Hafez
Assad.”

Sharon’s interlocutor carried a diplomatic
passport. The private meeting, which took place
May 29 in the Brussels hotel where Sharon was
staying, was arranged without the aid of any
official mediator.

According to Le Soir, the two men centered
their talks on the military situation in Lebanon
and exchanged maps of Lebanon.

Both the Syrian and Israeli embassies de-
clined any comment on the reported meeting.

The stated objective of Sharon’s one-day
visit to Brussels was to meet with members of the
Belgian section of the Herut Party. At the time,
it was also said that the Likud minister had come
here to raise money for Jewish settlements in the
West Bank.

The Belgian newspaper also remarked that
Syria has been reserved in its reaction to the
capture by Israeli commandos of Sheikh Abdul
Karim Obeid, 'in a Lebanese zone under Syrian
control.

“For several years, Israel and Syria have
carefully avoided any squabbles between their
aircraft and armies in Lebanon,” it noted. “Long
ago, observers stressed the emergence of a de
facto accord between Damascus and Jerusalem in
order to divide Lebanon into zones of influence.”

ARMY SAID TO BAN AMOS OZ BOOK
AT PALESTINIAN DETENTION CAMP
By Hugh Orgel

TEL AVIV, Aug. 8 (JTA) -- Leading Israeli
novelist Amos Oz contends the Isracl Defense
Force has barred Arab prisoners at the Ketziot
detention camp in the Negev from reading one of
his books.

Oz, a prominent member of Peace Now, said
that he will demand that Defense Minister Yitzhak
Rabin either publicly apologize for the ban or
have the writer arrested for incitement.

Knesset member Yair Tsaban of Mapam also
wrote aletter of protest to Rabin, after a copy
of Oz's “In the Land of Israel” was returned to
an Israeli attorney who had sent it to a Palestin-
ian client being held in the camp.

Tamar Peleg, an attorney with the Associa-
tion for Civil Rights in Israel, said she sent
prisoner Jaber Badran a copy of the book; but it
was returned to Peleg last week with the inscrip-
tion: “Disqualified by security officer Motti.”

Tsaban said that in response to a previous
query, Rabin had maintained that books arriving
at the detention camp were examined to prevent
the entry of “inflammatory material.”

“If this is the sole consideration, it means
that someone has defined Oz’s book as inflamma-
tory,” Tsaban wrote.

NEW REPORTS OF SOVIET ANTI-SEMITISM
SHOW GLASNOST CAN BE BAD FOR JEWS
By Allison Kaplan

NEW YORK, Aug. 8 (JTA) -- Despite the
Kremlin’s growing tolerance of Jewish cultural and
religious life, reports of disturbing anti-Semitic
incidents are still coming out of the Soviet Union.

Last month, a 30-year-old Hebrew teacher
from the Soviet republic of Moldavia was beaten
by three men and told to stop his Jewish activi-
ties, the Union of Councils for. Soviet Jews re-
ported.

According to information obtained by the
group, the teacher was abducted while waiting at
a bus stop on his way to the city of Kishinev,
where he was to give a weekly seminar. His
attackers warned him to cease teaching Hebrew
and Torah, and said several times that all Jews
should be murdered.

Eventually, he was thrown from the kidnap-
pers’ car, and his attackers sped off.

The Union of Councils also reported that
Svetlana =~ Mezheborsky, mother of Leningrad
refusenik Yuri Mezheborsky, was stabbed by three
hooded men who broke into her apartment. Anti-
Semitism is thought to be the motive.

The Soviet activist who reported the stab-
bing said- it was possible the attack was perpe-
trated by the ultranationalist, anti-Semitic group
Pamyat.

Pamyat members, he told the Union of
Councils, have been demanding names of Jewish
residents from the concierges of apartment blocks.

Economic Unrest A Factor

In addition, he said that prospective Pamyat
members must submit lists of Jews before they
are admitted to the organization. The Union of
Councils said that this is the third report it has
received of this particular Pamyat initiation
requirement.

In the Latvian capital of Riga, activist Boris
Gaft told UCSJ's Chicago affiliate that on July 4,
Jewish activists found swastikas and a sign read-
ing “Kill the Jewish Pcople” at the site of a
former synagogue where Jews were burned to
death in 1941 by the Nazis.

Some _activists fear that Sovict President
Mikhail Gorbachev’s policy of glasnost, or greater
openness, which has helped Soviet Jews in many
respects, may also be fucling anti-Semitic activity
by allowing greater cxposure for such groups as
Pamyat.

“As social and economic unrest, and ecthnic
and nationality conflicts mount, and as glasnost
permits ‘more public expressions of discontent, the
natural tendency to anti-Semitic propaganda and
violence is given more opportunity of expression,”
said Pamela Cohen, president of the Union of
Councils.

In its recent pamphlet entitled “Pamyat:
Hatred Under Glasnost,” the Anti-Defamation
League of B'nai B'rith listed 13 incidences of
anti-Semitic graffiti and - distribution of anti-
Semitic propaganda in the Soviet Union during
1988.

Jerry Strober, spokesman for the National
Confcrcncc of ‘Sovict Jewry, agreed that recently
“groups articulating anti-Semitism have had an
opportunity to have a greater degree of expo-
sure.”

But Strober said that, while disturbing, thesc
recent reports. did not necessarily point to an
escalation of violence against Jews.
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AT CATHOLIC-JEWISH SEMINAR IN CHICAGO,
POLISH PRIEST LOOKS BEYOND AUSCHWITZ
By Andrew Silow Carroll

NEW YORK, Aug. 8 (JTA) -- While Catholics
and Jews in Poland continue to quarrel over a
Carmelite convent at the site of the Auschwitz
death camp, a very different Polish-Jewish en-
counter has been taking place a world away, in a
quict corner of Chicago.

There, 21 Polish Catholic priests and one
Polish Orthodox priest have been taking courses
in Judaism at the Spertus College of Judaica.

Sponsored by the Archdiocese of Chicago
with the cooperation of the Polish Conference of
Catholic Bishops, the six-week seminar is combin-
ing intensive study of Jewish theology and liturgy
with an introduction to Amcrican-style religious
pluralism.

The priests taking part in the program,
academicians all, “represent the cream of Polish
Catholicism and the future leaders of the Polish
Catholic hierarchy,” said Rabbi Byron Sherwin,
vice president for academic affairs at Spertus and
dean of the seminar.

Half of the priests have studied in Israel,
said Sherwin, and a number of them speak Hebrew
more fluently than English.

But while the seminar is intended to high-
light the common ground between Catholic and
Jewish theologians, participants are not shying
away from those areas that divide them.

Not that they could even if they wanted to:
As one of the priests described it in a telephone
interview, the convent controversy ‘“comes up all
the time” in meetings between the priests and
members of the Chicago Jewish community.

In those meetings, as in angry demonstra-
tions taking place at Auschwitz itself, Jews want
to know why the Polish Church is not honoring
an agrecement to remove the convent from what
Jews consider their own holy ground.

More Important Issues

“There are in Poland issues that seem to us
more central,” said Father Waldemar Crotowski, a
lecturer at the Academy of Catholic Theology in
Warsaw. “It is amazing for us that the Auschwitz
convent may be seen in such a way.”

Nevertheless, Crotowski was willing to
discuss the convent again, and what he sees as an
unfortunate detour on the road.to a better under-
standing between Polish Catholics and Jews.

Instcad of focusing on delays in moving the
convent, he said, Jews should recognize the
significance of the original decision to move the
convent in the first place.

That agreement, signed two years ago in
Geneva by Cardinal Franciszek Macharski, arch-
bishop of Krakow, was to go into effect in
February, but Church leaders say an alternative
site for the nuns has yet to be found.

“I think that the agreement made in Geneva
was a clear sign that Cardinal Macharski decided
to continue a Jewish-Catholic dialogue,” Crotows-
ki said.

“This is the very first time in all of church
history that the church agreed to move a con-
vent. The cardinal’'s mistake was that it was
impossible to relocate a convent in two years; in
such hard economic times.”

Crotowksi also thinks the controversy has
been blown out of proportion by groups -- on
both sides -- that have resisted Jewish-Catholic
dialogue. “All these efforts are made by groups

who are anti-dialogue,” he said of the many
protests at Auschwitz.

For Crotowski, a member of the Polish
Episcopate’s Commission for Dialogue with Jews
and Judaism, the convent controversy and the
seminar underline a single theme: the need for
Jews and Poles to come to terms with their
relations in the wake of the Holocaust.

“Even if we know the Shoah was made by
the Nazis, we also know that it was made on our
land,” said Crotowski.

“Both nations -- Jews and Poles -- suffered
from German persecutions. This suffering should
help us to be closer. But unfortunately one of the
very heavy consequences of the war is that this
is not so.

“After the war, there has been Jewish-
German reconciliation, Polish-German reconcilia-
tion, but no Polish-Jewish reconciliation. Both
sides quarrel over who suffered more. We must
look at our suffering with new eyes.”

An Idea For An Academic Seminar
Fostering that new look was the original aim
of Macharski and Cardinal Joseph Bernadin,
archbishop of Chicago, when they first discussed
the idea for an academic' seminar in late 1987
while attending the Synod of Bishops in Rome.
Bernadin suggested - the Spertus campus,

_where he had already established the Bernadin

Center for the Study of Eastern European Jewry.

“Our purpose is to see Judaism with ‘the
eyes of its believers -- Judaism as living Juda-
ism,” said Crotowski.

The Polish priest said that he had studied
Judaism at the Hebrew University in Isracl, but
“even in Jerusalem, our academy .program in
Judaism was historical in character -- biblical
Judaism. There were no opportunities to look at
contemporary Judaism, to look at its richness as
seen by the Jews themselves.”

As result -- and in addition to the six hours
a day, four days a week of classroom study with
Reform, Conservative, Orthodox and Reconstruc-
tionist theologians -- the Polish priests have been
spending the Jewish Sabbath visiting local Chicago
synagogues.

Crotowski remembers’ most of those encoun-
ters as ‘“very, very wonderful,” with American
Jews often surprised to hear Polish priests with a
better grasp of Hebrew than their own:

Mitzvah Of Hospitality

“We experienced very deeply the Jewish
mitzvah of hospitality,” he said. “It was fulfilled
abundantly.”

Despite the convent controversy, Crotowksi
said the lessons learned during the seminar will
enable the priests to pass on new lessons to their
followers throughout Poland when they return on
Aug. 18.

Crotowski will also bring its lessons to bear
as the Polish Episcopate prepares a document on
interfaith relations' marking the 50th anniversary
of the German invasion of Poland on Sept. 1
1939.

Crotowski is unsure what the document,
which the Polish Church hopes to have ready by
the anniversary, will specifically say about Catho-
lic-Jewish relations. But he knows what he would
like it to contain,

“It will definitely contain elements of recon-
ciliation,” said the priest. “We would like to
overcome history and start a new future in our
mutual relations.”
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