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EXCHANGE OF HOSTAGE PRISONERS
COULD INVOLVE HAMADEI BROTHERS
By David Kantor

BONN, ‘Aug. 3 (JTA) -- Officials here have
suggested that a deal exchanging Western hos-
tages in Lebanon for Arabs held in Israel could
also include convicted terrorists imprisoned else-
where, specifically brothers Mohammed and Abass
Hamadei, who are both in West German jails.

The officials indicated Thursday that they
were carefully studying demands by the- Islamic
Fundamentalist group Hezbollah to free Mohammed
Hamadei.

Hamadei is serving a life sentence for hi-
jacking a TWA airliner in 1985 and killing one of
its passengers, U.S. Navy diver Robert Stethem.

His brother, Abass Hamadei, was convicted
last year of complicity in the kidnapping of two
West Germans in Lebanon. The kidnappings were
part of a bid to gain the release of his brother.

German officials ‘have maintained daily
contacts with U.S. and Israeli officials handling
efforts to advance possible prisoner exchanges.

West German commentators have speculated
that Bonn could be tempted to use the latest
events to rid itself of the burden of holding the
Hamadeis in prison, which carries with it the risk
of further Arab retaliation.

Meanwhile, West Germany’s education minis-
ter raised eyebrows here when he attacked Is-
rael’s abduction of Sheikh Abdul Karim Obeid ata
time when West Germany itself 'is involved in
delicate attempts to free their two citizens held
in Lebanon.

In a newspaper interview, Moellemann e¢-
quated Israel’s tactics with terrorism and' also im-
plied that the abduction of Western citizens ‘in
Lebanon was a result of Israel’s refusal to talk to
the Palestine Liberation Organization. Mocllemann
is also the longtime chairman of the German-Arab
Association for Friendship.

Most- other West German government offi-
cials ‘have notably refrained from criticizing
Israel.

RABIN PRAISES INTERNATIONAL EFFORT
IN'BID TO HELP RELEASE HOSTAGES
By Hugh Orgel

TEL AVIV, Aug. 3 (JTA) -- International
attention focused on this ‘week’s hostage crisis
has-improved the chances of effecting the reclease

_of Israeli soldiers and foreign hostages held by
terrorists in Lebanon, Defense Minister Yitzhak
Rabin said Thursday.

Speaking with reporters, Rabin- joined Is-
rael’s Foreign. Ministry in welcoming - the diplo-
matic “efforts of the United States, the Soviet
Union and Britain in working for'a swift release
of all hostages, including three Israeli soldiers
held since 1986.

The Foreign Ministry also repeated its offer
of a prisoner. swap, saying ‘in'.a statement that
“we stand' ready to:release Sheikh Abdul Karim
Obeid ‘and ‘Shiite prisoners in exchange for the
Israeli- POWs and -all the hostages of -other na-
tionalities.”

It was Israel's July 28 abduction of Obeid, a
senior leader  of "the pro-Iranian Hezbollah, ‘or

l

Party of God, that precipitated the current crisis.

A terrorist group ‘calhng itself the Organiza-
tion for the Oppressedion::Earth..claimed Monday
to have hanged U.S. Marine Lt. Col. William
Higgins in retaliation for the sheikh’s abduction.

Another group, the Revolutionary Justice
Organization, postponed indefinitely on Thursday
its threat to kill U.S. hostage Joseph Cicippio.

Despite the protests and threats, the Foreign
Ministry on Thursday continued to defend Israel’s
abduction of Obeid.

It listed those Israelis thought to be held
hostage ‘in Lebanon, ‘including  two soldiers held
for 41 months since they were captured in Febru-
ary 1986, and an air force officer held 33 months
since October 1986.

The ministry also referred to three Israeli
soldiers who  have been held captive for 95
months since June 1982. Nothing is known about
their fate.

“Our patience has been tested too long, our
good - will - was brutally exploited,” the ministry
said in a statement.

“Resolve and firmness on - the part of all
frcedom-loving countries may hopefully lead to
the release of the Israeli POWs and of all other
hostages in Lebanon.”

Mecanwhile, a- U.N. envoy met in West Beirut
with ‘Hezbollah leader Sheikh Odfen Fadarallah
and with ‘Iranian Embassy officials. Few details
were released of those meetings.

LAWMAKERS WANT OBEID EXTRADITED,
BUT JUSTICE DEPT. IS NOT SO SURE
By Howard Rosenberg

WASHINGTON, Aug: 3 (JTA) -- Despite
growing sentiment on Capitol Hill to have Sheikh
Abdul Karim Obeid extradited- to the United
States,  the Justice Department is not “‘seriously
exploring” the possibility of asking Isracl to do
so, according to a well-placed department official.

The Shiite fundamentalist lcader, who was
captured by Israeli commandos at his home in
southern Lebanon last Friday, “quite validly could
be tried in Israel,” the official said Thursday.

While Obeid "has claimed that he was not
personally ‘involved in abducting Lt. Col. William
Higgins, he reportedly told Isracli ‘interrogators
that his home was used to plan the capture of
the American Marine and two of the three Isracli
soldiers believed to be held by Shiite groups in
Lebanon.

The Justice Department official said that one
reason for not pursuing extradition now is that
Israel is “trying to cut some kind of deal” to
trade Obeid for Isracli prisoners and possibly
Western hostages being held in Lebanon:

If such a deal comes through, “that will be
the end of it,” the official said.

Meanwhile, there is “no rush” to begin any
extradition procecdmgs, the official said, and in
any case, there is considerable doubt ‘about whe-
ther Israel would agree to the extradition.

White  House = spokesman  Marlin Fitzwater,
when'asked Thursday about a possible extradition
request, said there is no U.S. warrant for Obeid’s
arrest and that there arc “no charges at this
time.”

An Israeli Embassy official said Thursday
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that he was unaware of any U.S. contacts with
Israel about the possibility of extradition.

On Capitol Hill, however, Rep. Gary Acker-
man (D-N.Y.) introduced a resolution Wednesday
calling for Obeid’s extradition, “in order }hat he
may be brought to justice for the kidnapping and
murder” of Higgins, whose. captors announced
Monday that they had hanged him.

Ackerman’s resolution so far has the support
of 41 members of the House of Representatives.
Co-sponsors include eight other Jewish lawmakers,
as well as several ultraconservative members of
Congress, such as Reps. William Dannemeyer (R-
Calif.) and Robert Dornan (R-Calif.).

The resolution was referred to the House
Forcign Affairs Committee and will not be consid-
ered before Congress returns in September from a
recess that begins this weekend.

The Simon Wiesenthal Center this week
endorsed Ackerman’s resolution, contending that
“it is clear the Sheikh Obeid played a significant
role in (Higgins’) kidnapping and fate.”

Meanwhile, White House spokesman Marlin
Fitzwater on Thursday would not support Isracl’s
claim that Higgins was murdered long before
Obeid’s abduction last Friday. “Our own analysis
is that we really cannot make a conclusion,” he
said.

But The New York Times on Thursday quoted
CIA sources as saying that Higgins probably was
killed before Monday, and perhaps as far back as
last December.

The date of death is significant, because
Isracl has been criticized for triggering Higgins’
murder by conducting the commando raid on
Obeid’s home.

POPE RESPONDS TO BUSH REQUEST
TO HELP OBTAIN HIGGINS’ BODY
By Ruth E. Gruber

ROME, Aug. 3 (JTA) -- Pope John Paul II,
responding to a direct request from President
Bush, said he would try to negotiate the return of
the body of U.S. hostage William Higgins, whom
Moslem Hezbollah extremists say they murdered in
reprisal for Israel’s capture of Sheikh Abdel
Karim Obeid.

The pope has also called for renewed efforts
toward achieving Middle East peace.

“The president of the United States, George
Bush, has asked for. the good offices of the Holy
Father for the release of the body of Col. William
Higgins to his family and to his country,” said a
statecment released by deputy Vatican spokesman
Father Giovanni D’Ercole.

“His Holiness indicated the willingness of
the Holy Sec to seek the best solution for this
problem,” the statement said.

In addition, the pope expressed ‘‘concern
that the responsible parties find ways of con-
structive agreement in the higher interests of

peace and the full development of the people of .

the Middle East and the world.”

In January, the Vatican was instrumental in
negotiating the return of the body of a U.S. flyer
shot down in the April 1986 U.S. raid on Libya.

The Vatican has numerous diplomatic repre-
sentatives in the Middle East, including in Leban-
on and Syria, but it has no assurances that it can
retricve Higgins' body. ,

Observers in Rome said thatif in fact
Higgins was hanged in reprisal for Israel’s capture
of Obeid, then the body may be returned.

However, if -- as many suspect -- he ac-

tually was killed some time ago, then there would
be little likelihood of his body being released by
his murderers.

“Hezbollah has been profiting by the fact
that no one knows when he was killed,” said one
observer. .

Proof that he had died long before Israel
captured Obeid would negate any anger against
Israel for having apparently provoked Higgins’
death by its action, he said.

‘PLO IS OUR SOLE REPRESENTATIVE,
13 PALESTINIANS TELL U.S. ENVOY
By Gil Sedan

JERUSALEM, Aug. 3 (JTA) -- Thirteen
prominent Palestinians handed American envoy
John Kelly 2 memorandum on Thursday, reiterating
their traditional stand that the Palestine Libera-
tion Organization is the sole legitimate represen-
tative of the Palestinians.

The Palestinians, who stressed in' the meet-
ing that they viewed it as an extension of the
contacts between the PLO and the United States,
rejected the Israeli elections plan ‘*“according to
the conditions set by Premier Yitzhak Shamir.”.

They demanded that Israel accept the prin-
ciple of “peace for territories,” and the Pales-
tinian right for self-determination.

Journalist Radwan Abu Ayyash, chairman of
the Palestinian Press Association, said that .the
mecting was an introductory meeting with Kelly,
who was recently appointed assistant secretary of
state for Near Eastern and South Asian affairs.

“We did not agree on all points,” said Abu-
Ayyash. “He .was trying to push toward the
election proposal . .. We told him the position of
the Palestinians.”

Abu Ayyash said Kelly did not present them
with any specific proposals, but reiterated already
known American views. The Palestinians stressed
that they, too, did not present any new ideas, but
merely repeated the well-known views of the PLO.

The two-hour meeting at the U.S. Consulate
was attended mostly by supporters of the main-
stream groups within the PLO, but also included a
representative  of the Communists and Nayef
Hawatmeh’s Marxist Democratic Front for the
Liberation of Palestine.

The Americans did not invite the Hamas
fundamentalist movement or supporters of the
radical Popular Front for. the Liberation of Pales-
tine.

Earlier in the day, Kelly met with members
of the Knesset Foreign ~Affairs and Defense
Committee and Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir.

3 SOLDIERS WOUNDED IN GAZA STRIP
By Gil Sedan

JERUSALEM, Aug. 3 (JTA) -- Three soldiers
and . at .least three Palestinians were wounded
Thursday in a hand grenade attack on a mobile
army unit patrolling the town of Khan Yunis in
the Gaza Strip.

The soldiers were slightly wounded by the
grenade’s shrapnel that ricocheted off their jeep.
Three passers-by were wounded as well.

Security forces immediately closed off the
area and began a wide search for the attackers.

Eyewitnesses - reported’ ‘that following the
grenade attack, which took place at 11:30 a.m.,
soldiers began shooting, wounding 15 passers-by.
There was no immediate official confirmation. to
that report.
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HADASSAH SAYS IT’S BEING ‘BULLIED’
FOR BARRING CONSERVATIVE MOHEL
By Andrew Silow Carroll

NEW YORK, Aug. 3 (JTA) -- Hadassah has
accused Reform and Conservative Zionist organi-
zations of “ideological bullying” in their campaign
to have a Conservative rabbi registered as a
mohel, or ritual circumciser, at Hadassah medical
facilities in Israel.

Carmela Kalmanson, national president of the
women’s Zionist organization, denied claims by
Rabbi Andrew Sacks that Hadassah hospitals had
discriminated against him because he is a Conser-
vative rabbi.

Instead, in a statement released July 31, she
claimed Hadassah was complying with Israeli laws
and customs for licensing mohelim when it denied
Sacks access to its hospitals.

According to Kalmanson, mohelim are li-
censed by a committec made up of two Orthodox
rabbis appointed by the Ministry of Recligious
Affairs, and two surgeons, also Orthodox, selected
by the Ministry of Health.

But according to the head of the Reform
organization fighting on Sacks’ behalf, the licens-
ing committee is only customary and has no legal
standing in Isracl.

‘“Hadassah doesn’t want to do the courageous
thing” and challenge the custom, said Rabbi Eric
Yoffie, executive director of the Association of
Reform Zionists of America, or ARZA.

“We deplore - the fact: that Hadassah or any
other hospital finds it necessary to create com-
mittees that don’t have the force of law behind
them,” he said in a telephone interview.

Effort Af To Reach Accommodation

Sacks, a graduate of the Jewish Theological
Seminary ‘and .a certified mohel who emigrated to
Israel from Philadelphia in 1987, had asked offi-
cials at Hadassah University. Hospital on Mount
Scopus in Jerusalem to allow him to practice and
advertise his services there.

Sacks said he was denied permission by an
Orthodox rabbi at the hospital, who told him that
because he was a Conservative rabbi he would
never be permitted to practice at Hadassah.

. ARZA’s Israel Religious Action Center vowed
to take legal action to force the hospital to allow
Sacks to -practice. The organization has been
seeking a greater role for non-Orthodox rabbis
and lay people in Israeli religious life.

Kalmanson maintained that the regulation of
circumcision in. Israel “falls into an iil-defined
area between secular law, religious law and cus-
tom.”

She acknowledged that Hadassah conceivably
could have challenged the practice by. allowing
Sacks to practice without obtaining the license.

But, “after due deliberation, Hadassah decid-
ed it would be inappropriate for the institution to
take action ‘unilaterally on an issue that has far-
reaching implications for Israel’s religious groups,
its government, its medical community and society
at large,” she said.

Nevertheless, the organization ~has under-
taken efforts to reach an accommodation with
fcligiuus and government authorities, she said,
including the introduction of 'legislation in the
Knesset that would shift regulation of‘ mohelim to
the Health Ministry.

Mercaz, the Conservative Zionist orgamza-
tion, has also decried the alleged discrimination
against Sacks.

O’CONNOR SAYS REMOVE CONVENT,
BLAMES DELAY ON POLISH GOVERNMENT

By Allison Kaplan

NEW YORK, Aug. 3 (JTA) -- Cardinal John
O’Connor has called for the resolution of *“what-
ever obstacles have delayed” the removal of the
Carmelite convent from Auschwitz.

However, the archbishop of New York has
disappointed some Jews here by refusing to say
that he would directly intervene to hasten the
convent’s relocation.

The first public statement by O’Connor re-
garding the convent appeared in his weekly col-
umn:for the newspaper Catholic New York.

O’Connor said that the agreement.reached
between Jewish and Catholic leaders in 1987 for
the relocation of the convent should be honored.

That -agrcement had stipulated that the
convent be moved by last Feb. 22. Since then,
there has been great concern within the Jewish
community that the convent will remain indefi-
nitely.

O’Connor defended the Catholic authorities
in Poland, saying he does not believe the Church
has deliberately resisted ‘moving the convent or
has deliberately encouraged a slow-down.

The cardinal attributed the declay to “a
variety of :reasons, :including ' complexities - of
decaling with the Polish government.”

O’Connor did not take a stand on the moral
issuc of whether or not the convent belonged at
the site of the former death camp, where millions
of Jews were murdered.

Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum, international rela-
tions consultant for the  American Jewish Commit-
tee, said O’Connor’s refusal to become directly
involved with the convent controversy conforms
to the position taken by the Vatican.

The pope has: maintained a policy of  non-
intervention, leaving the resolution of the issue
to Polish Catholic authorities.

Tanenbaum did -not take issue with O’Con-
nor’s decision not.to become directly involved in
the negotiations.

But:Rabbi Avraham: Weiss, who led a group
of protestors at the Auschwitz convent July 14,
called O’Connor’s statement ‘“a  whimper” ‘which
left Weiss “pained and disappointed.”

Weiss said he had hoped that “as a leader of
the Catholic community in a city with the largest
Jewish population of any in the world, he would
speak out forcefully.”

Instead, Weiss said, O’Connor ‘“appears,. in
principle, not to oppose the convent at Auschwitz,
and for that matter, convents at other former
Nazi death camps.”

POLISH JEWISH FEDERATION URGES
BOYCOTT OF POLISH WAR CEREMONIES

NEW YORK, Aug. 3 (JTA) -- The Federation
of Polish-Jews of the United States is urging that
Jewish participation in Polish ceremonies commem-
orating- the 50th anniversary of the outbreak of
World War 11 be canceled because of the failure
by the Catholic Church and the Polish government
to remove the Carmelite convent from the site of
the former Auschwitz death camp.

Moreover, - the  organization is calling upon
Jews to .suspend trips to Poland until the nuns
leave the convent.

Ceremonies recalling the - Sept. -~ 1, 1939,
invasion of Poland by the Nazis are scheduled to
take place in there Aug. 30 to Sept. 4.
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JEWISH GROUPS HOPE TO CHANGE MINDS
AND INCREASE SOVIET JEWISH ALIYAH
By Ruth E. Gruber

LADISPOLI, Italy, Aug. 3 (JTA) -- Fac.::d
with a tightened U.S. immigration policy while
massive numbers of Jews continue to pour out of
the Soviet Union, Jewish aid organizations are
making a new, concerted effort to get the Soviets
to go to Israel.

The new policy includes educating the So-
viets about Israel and the drastic step of cutting
off funds to Soviet Jews deemed unlikely ever to
receive refugee visas to the United States.

Separate delegations from U.S. Jewish organ-
izations were in Rome this week, and both left
convinced of the importance of promoting Soviet
Jewish aliyah.

“It’s a serious dilemma,” said one member of
the United Jewish Appeal’s’ Prime Minister’s
Mission, which arrived here Monday. The mission
included donors who had committed an annual gift
of $100,000 or more to the UJA.

“Pecople say, ‘I worked for 40 years to sup-
port a haven for Jews -- Isracl. I don’t want to
create another such haven for Jews” in the
United States, he said.

' “There are big problems,” agreed Sylvia
Hassenfeld, president of the American Jewish
Joint Distribution Committee, visiting here with
JDC Executive Vice President Michael Schneider.

“For all their lives these people wanted to
g0 to the United States -- it’s their life’s dream.
They have absolutely no knowledge of Isracl. Any
knowledge is negative through the propaganda
that’s been fed to them,” Hassenfeld said.

About 20 percent of exiting Soviet Jews go
directly from Moscow to Israel via Bucharest. The
rest are determined to go to the United States
and end up in temporary accommodations at
seaside towns near Rome, where they must wait
weeks for U.S. refugee visas.

13,000 Now In Italy

Under tightencd U.S. immigration procedures,
about 17 percent of applicants are being rejected
for visas, unable to prove “a well-founded fecar of
persecution.”

Today, about 13,000 Soviet transmigrants are
living in crowded conditions in Ladispoli, Santa
Marinella and a handful of other towns.

JDC, which provides the emigres with medi-
cal, social and educational services while in Italy,
is leading the effort to get many of the Soviets
to change their minds and head for Israel.

At the JDC-operated schools in Ladispoli,
educational programs run in conjunction with the
Jewish Agency put the emphasis on Israel. The
IDC also tries to explain why not all applicants
will get visas.

But beyond what Hassenfeld calls “indoctri-

nation,” there is frank, and unavoidable, financial
coercion.
. Tight funds are squeezing JDC operations in
Ladispoli, staff members say. Last year, JDC’s
costs for transmigrants amounted to between $14
million and $15 million.

This year, costs will run at about $54 mil-
lion. Daily stipends given by JDC to each trans-
migrant have already been slashed from $8 to $6
per person -- about the price of four cans of
tuna fish here -- and further cuts are not ruled
out, depending on funds.

More dramatically, the organization has
decided to cut off funds completely to Soviet

Jews who are rejected twice for refugee visas by
the U.S. Immigration Service.

According to JDC figures, about 3,000 Soviet
Jews have been denied a refugee visa once and
about 400 have also had a second application
rejected.

The changes have not been met without
protests from the rejected emigres. Loath to go
to Israel, unlikely to be allowed into the United
States as refugees, some emigrants have begun to
stage protests.

According to - Hassenfeld, one group of
emigrants  demonstrated. at the U.S. Embassy in
Rome several weeks ago. JDC met with the Amer-
ican ambassador to [Italy, Peter Secchia, who
seemed “very disturbed by the picketing, first as
an American and also as a U.S. ambassador to
Rome wanting good relations here.”

During the UJA delegation’s visit to Ladispo-
li, the leaders were greeted by a young man who
had been rejected, bearing a placard saying JDC
and the Hebrew Immigrant Aid Society “betray
Jews. Children have schools but parents have no
money to live.”

A little girl in the JDC-run nursery school
was also seen with a sign hung around her neck
saying, “America doesn’t want me. I am refusal.”

Sam Grand, a UJA mission member from
Detroit, said emigres told him, *“If things are so
great there in Israel, why don’t you live there?”

JDC said that its new push to get the Soviet
Jews to go to Israel has begun to have :some
positive results. Since January, some 250 Soviet
Jews who originally wanted to go to the United
States have instead opted for Israel, including
some who already: had received U.S. visas.

Aid officials say new legislation pending in
Washington, which would increase the number of
refugee slots available to Eastern bloc -countries,
may ease the immigration crisis.

There is also talk in Washington of eventu-
ally handling all processing of Soviet Jews in
Moscow, avoiding the backlog in Vienna and
Rome.

SHABBAT BILL INTRODUCED IN HOUSE
WOULD ALLOW EMPLOYEES TIME OFF
By David Friedman

WASHINGTON, Aug. 3 (JTA) -- A bill to
protect the rights of Jews and others who want
time off from their jobs to observe Shabbat and
religious holidays ‘has been introduced in the
House by Rep. Stephen Solarz (D-N.Y.).

The Religious Accommodation Amendment of
1989 would require an employer to allow an
employee to choose a means of accommodating his
or her religious needs if there is more than one
way to do this. k

“The freedom to observe rcligious obliga-
tions, to keep the Sabbath and other holy days, is
basic to the American way of life,” Solarz said.

The bill is a response to a series of deci-
sions by the U.S. Supreme Court. Solarz believes
the decisions have eroded the provision ‘of the
Civil Rights Act of 1964 that requires employers
to ‘“reasonably” accommodate the religious prac-
tices of employees.

David Lachman, an aide to Solarz, said that
the  high court’s decisions have freed -employers
from the obligation to accommodate employees.

In some cases, employees have been required
to take a day off without ‘pay, rather than work
a different shift at no inconvenience to the
employers.



