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COURT BACKS NON-ORTHODOX CONVERTS,
LIMITS ROLE OF NON-ORTHODOX RABBIS
By David Landau

JERUSALEM, July 24 (JTA) -- The “Who Is
a Jew” issue suddenly and dramatically resurfaced
Monday, when Israel's highest court ruled that
the Interior Ministry must register non-Orthodox
converts as Jewish citizens.

Orthodox rabbis and-politicians immediately
called for new legislation that would reverse the
court’s decision by specifying that those accepted
as citizens under Israel’s Law of Return undergo
Orthodox conversion.

The same Orthodox leaders welcomed a
separate High Court of Justice ruling, also issued
Monday, in which the justices flatly and unani-
mously rejected efforts by non-Orthodox rabbis to
gain official status as marriage "registrars in
Israel.

The ruling, on a case pressed by the World
Union for Progressive Judaism, reaffirms that
marriages and other matters of personal status
remain exclusively in the hands of Israel’s Ortho-
dox Chief Rabbinate.

While that ruling is being seen as a setback
for Reform and Conservative rabbis here, the
decision on the status of converts is a major
victory for non-Orthodox movements, who have
fought efforts by the Orthodox establishment in
Isracl to invalidate their conversion processes.

The 4-1 decision in effect reaffirms the

court’s carlier ruling in the case of Shoshana
Miller, a Reform convert who in 1986 gained the
right to be reglstered as a Jew on her nationality
card.
In a ‘summation of the majority decision, the
court’s ~ president, Justice Meir Shamgar, said
Israel’s Interior Ministry had no right by law to
investigate the type of conversion undergone by a
prospective immigrant.

One Judge Dissented

A certificate of conversion issued by any
Jewish community abroad should be satisfactory
evidence for the issuance of an identity card, he
said, provided there is no suspicion that it was
fraudulent.

Joining Shamgar in the majority ' opinion
were Justices Aharon Barak, Gabriel Bach and
Moshe Beisky.

Summarizing his dissenting opinion, the
court’s deputy president, Menachem Elon, argued
that his colleagues’ definitions for conversion
were too loosely ‘applied. For instance, he asked,
what constitutes a: “Jewish community”?

In granting automatic Israeli citizenship, the
Law of Recturn defines a Jew as ‘“one born of ‘a
Jewish ‘mother or converted.”: Elon argued  that
the key word *“converted” in the law ought to be
interpreted “according to the halachic norms. that
had prevailed in Judaism for thousands of 'years.

Among those norms’ for conversion 'is ‘the
immersion “in a ritual bath, or mikveh, a ritual
that Elon claimed many members of the Reform
movement spurn.

Elon also noted that the ‘Reform movement
rejected the “born of a Jewish mother” criterion
when it ruled several years ago to expand its
definition of Jews to include children born of a

Jewish father and a non-Jewish mother.

The justices’ full opinions will be issued.at a
later date.

In reaching the'u" decnsxon Monday, the
justices considered some $€:
non-Orthodox conversmn ArgumJnts were pre-
sented earlier this’ yearlomg

Gail Moscovnz;r\, &&grm’lﬁ:onvcrt who
brought one of the appeal rmy radio that
the decision ended a two-year strugglekin which
her status as a Jew was in doubt. “Now I'm on

both feet, I am Jewish and things are fine,” she
said.

The Conservative movement in Israel issued
a statement praising the ruling, as did Conserva-
tive and Reform groups in New York. But Ortho-
dox leaders in Israel and the United States were
quick to criticize the decision.

Parties May Quit Government
Israel’s .two chief rabbis, Avraham Shapira
and Mordechai 'Eliahu, said the High Court had

“dodged the problem rather than seeking to
resolve:it.” g
Political observers found it -unlikely that

Arye Deri of the ultra-Orthodox Shas party would
remain in the Cabinet as interior minister, if he
would now have to register non-Orthodox con-
verts as Jews,

Following the Shoshana Miller ruling in 1986,
Interior Minister Yitzhak. Peretz resigned rather
than register Miller as a Jewish citizen.

Deri said ‘he would -consult with rabbinic
authorities before issuing his official reaction to
the ruling. But he told reporters he was ‘“‘very
sorry indeed” about. ‘the :ruling, though ‘very
pleased” about the court’s decision to bar Reform
rabbis from officiating at marriages.

Saying ‘the Likud party had ‘‘broken. all of
its promises to us,” Knessct minister Menachem
Porush of Agudat Yisrael said his party would
now- have to contemplate leaving the unity coali-
tion government in protest.

The .predominantly Hasidic ‘party: holds a
mere five seats in the Knesset and docs not have
a minister in the Cabinet.

Binyamin ‘Begin, a Likud Knesset member,
hinted he would seck support for legislation that
would overhaul the process for issuing ‘identity
cards.

Religious Affairs Minister . Zevulun Hammer
said he would. consult with his National Religious
Party colleagues and ‘with  other Orthodox- partics
about introducing new citizenship legislation.

Hammer said those consultations would also
include “interested parties” in the Diaspora.

RULINGS SPLIT JE\ViSH GROUPS
ALONG DENOMINATIONAL LINES

NEW YORK, July 24 (JTA) --" American
Jewish organizations were divided along denomina-
tional "lines in their reactions to the two rulings
issued Monday by Isracl’s highest court.

Non-Orthodox organizations praised the High
Court of Justice’s reaffirmation of the’ right of
non-Orthodox  converts to gam automatic  Isracli
citizenship.

But Orthodox groups focused on the second
ruling, in which non-Orthodox rabbis were again
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personal-status rituals in Israel. -
The swift reaction to the landmark. rulings

indicated that, despite efforts by some groups to,

paint the convert decision as a _“victory l:or
Jewish unity,” the “Who Is a Jew” issue remains
a divisive concern in the Diaspora.

The Association of Reform Zionists of Amer-
jca called the ruling on converts “a major victmfy
for religious liberty and religious pluralism in
Isracl.”

And it termed the ruling denying non-Ortho-
dox rabbis the right to perform marriages “a
setback but not a defeat”” It said it would begin
mobilizing support in.Israel for-a-law- allowing
Reform and Conservative rabbis to officiate at
weddings.

The United Synagogue of America, the
association of Conservative congregations, took a
similar stand. Its president, Franklin Kreutzer,
said, “We will no longer tolerate Conservative
Judaism being accorded less validity in Israel than
Orthodoxy.”

Sholom Comay, president of the American
Jewish Committee, welcomed the decision on
converts, saying it “helps to preserve the unity
of thc Jewish people so essential to Israel at this
critical time.”

But while his organization is not affiliated
with the major Jewish denominations, he ex-
pressed concern about “the monopoly excrcised by
the Orthodox rabbinate in matters of marriage
and divorce within Israel.”

led

Phil Baum, associate executive vice president
of the American Jewish Congress, another non-
affiliated group, said the decision on converts “is
a welcome affirmation that the common bonds of
Jewish history and fate have endured and con-
tinue to bind us into one pcople.”

Likewise, Thomas Ncumann, executive vice
president of B’nai B'rith International, called the
ruling on converts *“a victory for tolerance and
pluralism that will cnhance Jewish unity and
cnable a greater number of American Jews to
identify more strongly with the State of Isracl.”

“We look forward to the day when all
branches of Judaism will truly be equal in the
Jewish state,” he said.

But Rabbi Moshe Sherer, president of the
Orthodox Agudath Israel of America, said the
High Court’s rulings are incongruous.

“On the one hand, it places a ‘stop sign’ at
Isracl’s borders to halt non-Orthodox rabbis from
performing marriages in Israel,” he said.

On the other hand, it “places a ‘welcome
sign’ at Isracl’s borders for the -fruits of these
halachically invalid practices, such as quickie
conversions, so long as they are performed in the
United States by these same rabbis.”

The court’s decisions, he said, reaffirm “that
Isracl remains closed to the concept of ‘three
wings of Judaism, which has wreaked spiritual
havoc in the United States.”

Rabbi Marc Angel, vice president of the
Rabbinical Council of America, said his Orthodox
organization “supports the position of the.Chicl
Rabbinate in Israel, which is that all ceremonics
relating to Jewish identity and family life must be
performed according to halacha.

“Dissension on these matters on the part. of
the non-Orthodox is undermining the foundation
of Jewish life as we have known it for thousands
of years,” he said.

WILL SEND ENVOY TC MIDEAST
By Howard Rosenberg

WASHINGTON, July 24 (JTA) -- The Bush
administration on Monday welcomed -the resolution
of Israel’s coalition ‘crisis and said it was dis-
patching a senior official to Israel next week.

John Kelly, the U.S. assistant secretary of
state for Near Eastern and South Asian affairs,
will visit Israel and then travel to Egypt and
Jordan, an administration official said.

Kelly will arrive in the Middle East from
Stockholm, where he is to attend a U.S.-Soviet
meeting on-Afghanistan this weekend, the official
said.

State  Department spokeswoman Margaret
Tutwiler could not confirm the Kelly mission
during her daily briefing Monday. She said she
was unaware of any scheduled trip, though a
“get-acquainted” visit had been planned for some
time.

Tutwiler also read a statement welcoming the
Isracli Cabinet’s decision  Sunday to continue
supporting Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir’s peace
initiative, without adding several tough new
conditions adopted by the Likud Central Commit-
tee. ..

“We welcome the Israeli Cabinet reaffirma-
tion of its May 14 proposal for elections and
negotiations, and sec in this the commitment of
the Isracli government to move forward a compre-
hensive resolution of the Arab-Israeli conflict,”
she said.

Under the Isracli plan, Palestinians would
elect leaders in the administered territories to
negotiate  autonomy measurés with the Israelis.
That could then lead to talks to resolve the final
status of the territories.

The Palestine . Liberation Organization and
Arab countries have criticized the plan for not
guaranteeing the creation of a Palestinian state.

But Tutwiler reaffirmed U.S. support for the
Israeli proposal. She said the United States wants
to “bring about dialogue between Israel and
Palestinians in the West Bank-and Gaza to struc-
ture elections and launch negotiations.”

CABINET ADOPTS PLAN TO CREATE JOBS
By Gil Sedan

JERUSALEM, July 24 (JTA) -- Israel’s Cabi-
net gave approval Monday to a multimillion-dollar
plan proposed by Finance Minister Shimon Peres
to create new jobs and revitalize the economy.

It was approved 21-0, with the abstention of
Moshe Nissim, the former finance minister, who is
a.persistent critic of -his successor’s policy. -

Most  of the proposals - had already Dbeen
approved in principle, but were pushed forward
carly, in order to create immediate job openings.

. The. measures: include the "investment  of
about $140 million in the country’s -infrastructure,
as well as aid. for some factories in distress.

The program ‘includes construction of addi-
tional classrooms in development towns and roads
throughout the country, as-well as a plan for the
desalination of water in Eilat.

But.while the plan sounds ambitious, ‘it is
not expected to create more than 3,000 new Jjobs,
while the number. of unemployed is estimated at
140,000. ;

The Histadrut Economic and Social Rescarch
Institute said Monday that the plan did not focus
on the arecas where unemployment is worst.
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ISRAEL DENIES ARAFAT CLAIM
SHAMIR APPROVED PLO CONTACTS
By Ruth E. Gruber

ROME, July 24 (JTA) -- Yasir Arafat claimed
in an Italian newspaper interview that Israeli
Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir sanctioned Israeli
government contacts with the Palestine Liberation
Organization and that one of Shamir’s representa-
tives met recently in Vienna with a senior PLO
member.

In Israel, aides to Shamir
allegations as “nonsense” and “lies.”

In an interview from PLO headquarters in
Tunis, published Monday in Rome’s Il ‘Messaggero,
Arafat said a member of the PLO executive com-
mittee met in Vienna with “a representative of
the Likud Central Committee, who came as a
delegate from Shamir.” The PLO chairman re-
frained from giving further details of the session.

Arafat also disputed Shamir’s claim that the
PLO had nothing to do with the prime minister’s
recent secret meetings with Palestinians in the
administered - territories. He said the PLO had
sanctioned the meetings.

Arafat claimed Shamir is “putting on all this
show” in order “to open a dialogue with the PLO
apart from the U.S.  administration, which he is
trying to trick.”

Arafat said that “Shamir knows. full well
that there are no Palestinians in Palestine or
outside Palestine who do not support the PLO.”

His comments appeared to refute remarks
made by Shamir in an interview last week with
the news weekly Panorama. “I don’t want to talk
with the . PLO. because of the ideology of this
organization, which continues to practice terror-
ism,” Shamir was quoted as saying.

Shamir also told the magazine that the U.S.
talks with the PLO, which have been taking place
in Tunis since December, “do not help the pros-
pects of peace.

“We think that the United States is conced-
ing too much importance to the PLO people. In
this way, they weaken the moderate elements in
the Arab world who do not think in the same way
as the PLO,” Shamir said in the interview.

described the

Praises Sen Action

Arafat said there were no results yet from
the U.S.-PLO talks, but he cxpressed optimism.

Last  Thursday, the U.S. Scnate adopted
legislation barring U.S. contacts with PLO mecm-
bers who have been involved in terrorist acts.

The measure was adopted three wecks after
reports that the U.S. ambassador to Tunisia,
Robert Pelletreau, had met with Salah Khalaf,
Arafat’s deputy. ™" !

Khalaf, also known as Abu Iyad, founded the
extremist Black September 'terrorist- organization
held responsible. for the massacre of 11 Israeli
athlctes at the 1972 Munich Olympic Games. He
was also implicated in the 1973 killing of the U.S.
ambassador to the Sudan, Cleo Noel.

Arafat labeled as important the decision by
Congress to reject an. all-out curtailment of  the
dialogue with the PLO. “It's a  very positive
sign,” he said. ;

Arafat also predicted that the Palestinian
uprising’ would continue unabated, and that the
residents of the territories were not tiring of the
intifada, as they call their uprising.

“The situation is terrible. But there is the
will and the determination to carry on the inti-
fada until the end of the occupation,” he said.

ONE KILLED, 35 WOUNDED IN CRASH
OF EGYPTIAN BUS BOUND FOR ISRAEL
By Hugh Orgel

TEL AVIV, July 24 (JTA) -- An Egyptian
tourist bus on its way from Cairo to Jerusalem
overturned Sunday, killing one woman and injur-
ing 35 other passengers.

Passengers said the bus was traveling at a
high speed near Ismailia on the Suez Canal, when
the driver lost control and the vehicle flipped
over three times. '

The bus was operated by the Egyptian
tourist corporation, in conjunction with a parallel
service by 'Israel’s Egged bus.cooperative.

Most of those on board were tourists from
the Netherlands returning to Israel after a visit
to Egypt. There were six Israelis on board, and
the woman who was killed was a Dutch citizen
living in Israel.

The injured passengers were taken to Isracli
hospitals Monday.

Initially after the accident occurred, the
passengers were taken to an Egyptian hospital in
Ismailia, where they described the medical treat-
ment as “very rudimentary.”

Despite their injuries, they chose to return
immediately to Israel. But when their bus neared
the Rafah border checkpoint, they were-told that
the border post was closed for the night.

Consequently, they were forced to spend
Sunday night in a hotel in the town of El-Arish.

NEW ATTACKS AGAINST COLLABORATORS
By Gil Sedan

JERUSALEM, July 24 (JTA) -- Masked men
opened fire on two Palestinians outside the Gaza
municipality building on Monday, killing one and
critically injuring another.

The two men were identified as Rizek Jundi-
ya, 45, who was killed in  the shootout, and
Ramadan Yunis, 39, who is being treated at Tel
Hashomer hospital in. Ramat Gan.

The men were apparently attacked because
they were employees of the civil administration.

Throughout the uprising, Palestinian activists
have warned their people not to work for Israel.

But Leaflet No. 43 of the unified command
of 'the intifada, distributed in the territorics
Monday," said that the ‘execution of collaborators
should only be carried out in extreme cascs.

According  to  the document, ‘the death
penalty should be imposed only after all evidence
is' verified and with the approval of higher auth-
ority” - an apparent rcferecnce to the Palestine
Liberation Organization.

"~ Another ‘Arab was shot ‘to death Monday in
the West Bank village of Arrabe, near Jenin.

Residents say - Hammad al-Arda, 22, was
killed in°a clash with the army. But military
sources said the army ‘was not in the village.

SOVIET OFFICIAL TO ISRAEL?
By Hugh Orgel

TEL AVIV, July 24 (JTA) -- A high-level
Soviet official will soon visit Israel, according to
Yediot  Aharonot’s . recently -appointed Moscow
correspondent, Amnon Kapeliuk. -

Kapeliuk quoted a reliable source as saying a
trip ‘to Israel is planned for ‘Gennadi Terrasov,
who was recently appointed personal adviser to
Soviet Foreign Minister Eduard Shevardnadze on
the Middle East and the Israeli-Arab conflict.
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AFTER LONG WAIT, USPENSKY FAMILY
WINS SOVIET PERMISSION TO EMIGRATE

NEW YORK, July 24 (JTA) -- Leading Mos-
cow Jewish activists Inna and Igor Uspensky and
their son, Slava, who were refused exit visas for
eight years, have received permission to emigrate.

But Igor's 77-year-old mother, Irina Voron-
kevitch, a retired biologist, has not yet won
permission to leave the Soviet Union, the National
Conference on Soviet Jewry reported.

Slava, whose full name is Viacheslav, will
leave soon for Isracl to join his wife and infant
daughter, whom he has never seen.

But his parents will not leave without Igor’s
mother, according to the Uspenskys’ cousin, Anna
Kholmiansky, whom the National Conference
reached by telephone at her home in the West
Bank suburb of Ma’aleh Adumim.

The information was corroborated by Lynn
Singer, executive ‘director of the Long Island
Committee for Soviet Jews. Kholmiansky said. that
Slava might leave within the month to join his
wife, Alla, who has lived with Kholmiansky since
her arrival in Israel last March.

The couple were married in a secret reli-
gious ceremony last year. They wanted their child
born in Isracl.

Voronkevitch has been told by the OVIR
emigration bureau in Moscow that she must now
obtain documents from her former work place in
order to receive security clearance.

The Uspenskys were originally refused
permission to emigrate in' March 1981, because
Inna’s brother, Professor Alexander Ioffe, alleged-
1y had access to state secrets.

Ioffe, a mathematician, was permitted to
cmigrate in January 1988. Following this, Slava
applied to emigrate independent of his parents.

His application was refused last August, this
time because of his grandmother’s alleged cx-
posure to state secrets.

ITALTAN ANTI-SEMITISM VENTED
OVER ISRAELI SOCCER PLAYER
By Ruth E. Gruber

ROME, July 24 (JTA) -- Isracli soccer star
Ronny Rosenthal found himself booted between
teams in Belgium and Italy last week, as a trans-
fer deal soured by disputes over money and the
player's health encountered vicious anti-Semitic
reactions from militant right-wing fans.

Rosenthal, who has been playing for the
Licge Standards in Belgium, was traded to - the
soccer squad in Undine, a town in northern Italy
near the Austrian border.

His arrival there last week was greeted by
anti-Semitic graffiti smeared on the walls of the
tcam’s hcadquarters and elsewhere in town.

Among the cpithets were “Rosenthal to the
ovens,” “Rosenthal go home,” and “Jews out of
Friuli,” the region where Undine is located.

The Undine team received anonymous tcle-
phone warnings, and a local newspaper reccived a
Ietter threatening the daughter of - the tcam’s
president.

The threats and graffiti were attributed to
far right-wing soccer fans, loosely associated with
the nco-Nazi “Skinheads” group.

Mayor Piergiorgio Bressani of Undine apolo-
gized on behalf of the town and expressed its
anger “for these base acts.”

ANED, the national association of pecople
who were deported to prison camps by the Nazis,

also issued a sharp protest and urged “immediate
action against the imbeciles responsible.”

Rosenthal himself was angry but unfazed. “I
thought soccer served to unite people, not divide
them,” he told reporters. “I'm sorry to learn that
even in Undine there are crazy people.”

The Israeli athlete added that he had never
experienced anti-Semitism in his three seasons
playing .in Belgium, first with® Bruges and then
with Liege.

Concern Over Physical Condition

According to accounts in the Italian news
media, which gave'the-affair vast coverage, the
Italian team’s medical staff was concerned over a
vertebrae condition of ‘Rosenthal’s.

The Undine team wanted to engage him for
a trial period, but Rosenthal refused. “We could
not risk taking a‘player whose physical condition
was not perfect,” Giampaolo Pozzo, Undine’s team
president, told reporters last week.

He said the Licge team:refused to send its
doctors for a consultation with Italian specialists.

Rosenthal’s lawyer claimed “The real prob-
lem is that Undine did not want to pay Licge the
agreed . upon sum of money within the required
time period” for the Israeli player.

Liege said it would be glad to take Rosen-
thal back, and the Israeli flew to Belgium last
Thursday to rejoin his old team.

But commentators here are wondering how
much the anti-Semitic hate campaign influenced
the outcome.

Renato Pezzini wrote in the Rome daily; Il
Messaggero:  “Without . 'doubt, the anti-Semitic
slogans that-appeared on the walls of the Undinc
headquarters contributed in no small way to
poison a climate that was already tense.”

Five Socialist members of parliament, mean-
while, have presented a formal interrogation to
the minister of tourism, asking to learn “the real
motivations for the sudden release of the soccer
player, if they were due' to physical condition
reasons or if the climate of ~intolerance and
intimidation” surrounding his Jewish origin influ-
enced the decision.

ISRAEL SUFFERS HUMILIATING DEFEAT
AT HANDS OF SAUDI BASEBALL TEAM
By Hugh Orgel |

TEL AVIV, July 24 (JTA) -- It was perhaps
the worst dcfeat ever suffered by Israel at the
hands of an Arab country. Luckily, the lopsided
battle took place on a baseball diamond.

In what was the first-ever sports encounter
between Israel and Saudi Arabia' a group of 11-
and 12-year-old Saudi boys overwhelmed their
Israeli counterparts and handed them a humiliating
defeat by a score of 30-0.

The' players in the historic match were
taking ‘part in -an international junior baseball
tournament, held ‘annually at the U.S. Air Force
base at Ramstein, near-Frankfurt,

This was the Isracli team’s first international
baseball meet.

The - Saudis, who -are  the European  and
Middle East'divisional little league champions, said
they agreed to play Isracl -- against the wishes
of their government -- because they feared that
refusal would mean the automatic loss of their
right to defend their title this year.

A Jordanian team refused to meet the Is-
raelis and was placed in a second pool among the
10 teams participating. .



