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U.S.-ISRAELI RELATIONS STRAINED
OVER TALKS WITH SENIOR PLO OFFICIAL
By David Landau

JERUSALEM, July 2 (JTA) -- The perceived
upgrading of the American dialogue with the
Palestine Liberation Organization and reports that
President Bush is frustrated with Prime Minister
Yitzhak Shamir’s rejection of territorial compro-
mise have put new strains on US.Israeli rela-
tions. - vy ik
Israel and American Jewish organizations
have reacted angrily to reports that Robert
Pelletreau, the U.S. ambassador to Tunis, has met
at least twice with Salah Khalaf, reputedly the
highest-ranking official of the Palestine Liberation
Organization after Chairman Yasir Arafat.

Pelletreau was_ . designated to be the sole
American diplomatic.channel to the PLO when the
United - States opened a dialogue with it for the
first time in December 1988.

Since then, the American envoy  has met
with relatively low-level PLO officials in Tunis.

In  Washington, the ‘State Department  ac-
knowledged ‘Friday that Pelletreau has had at
least two sessions with Khalaf, also known as Abu
Iyad, who 'is security chief of Al Fatah, the
largest fighting unit under the PLO umbrella.

Department spokeswoman Margaret Tutwiler
defended the meetings-as a legitimate part of the
American peace effort, but denied that Washing-
ton had upgraded the dialogue.

She said many. of: Pelletreau’s contacts with
PLO officials. were at.informal gatherings, and
presumably outside the dialogue framework.

Israeli of ficials were quick to point out that
Khalaf was indicted in absentia in Italy only last
week for smuggling arms to the Red Brigades and
other terrorist groups 10 years ago.

id To Have B I
Seymour Reich, chairman of the Conference
of Presidents of Major American Jewish Organiza-
tions, branded Khalaf a “notorious terrorist.”

He and Abraham Foxman, national director
of the Anti-Defamation League of B’nai B'rith,
linked Khalaf to the massacre of 11 Israeli ath-
letes at the Olympic Games in Munich in 1972;
the « assassination . of the U.S. ambassador to
Sudan, Cleo ‘Noel, and his deputy, George Moore,
in 1973; and the murder of an Amcncan girl in
Greece in 1973.

Reich charged that “Abu Iyad was brought
into the dialogue with the PLO furtively and
without informing Israel,” which ‘“can only breed
mistrust and cast suspicion: on the depth of our
country’s longstanding commitment to Israel.”

He' also expressed concern that expanding
the dialogue ‘“to include one of the most vicious

h

murderers in the ranks of the PLO” ‘would dis-.

courage moderate Palestinians from . coming for-
ward to discuss Israel’s peace proposals.

Ha’aretz reported Sunday - that President Bush
banged the table at ‘a ‘recent meeting with con-
gressional supporters of Israel and said, “I do not
understand that Shamir.”

According -to--Ha'aretz, U.S. Sen. Daniel
Inouye (D-Hawaii), who visited Israel last. week,
reported the incident at a meeting in Jerusalem,

According to the report, the U.S. president

lost his temper over Israel’'s reported plans to
expand Jewish settlements in the administered
territories.

Meanwhile, aides to Foreign Minister Moshe
Arens have told reporters that Israeli  diplomats
abroad have been instructed not to accept reports
from the United States or other countries on
contacts their officials have had with the PLO.

LIKUD MINISTERS MOBILIZING
FOR CENTRAL COMMITTEE SESSION
By David Landau

JERUSALEM, July 2 (JTA) -- Three Likud
ministers who oppose Prime Minister Yitzhak
Shamir’s peace initiative reiterated Sunday that
they will challenge it when the party's Central
Committee meets in Tel Aviv on Wednesday.

If they cannot convince the nearly. 2,000
delegates to reject the plan outright, they will
insist that the text be amended with safeguards
against what the ministers perceive to be dire
consequences . for -Israel if it is -implemented
intact.

The Likud holdouts are Ariel Sharon, the
minister of industry and trade, and Deputy Prem-
ier David Levy, the minister of construction and
housing, both from Shamir’s Herut faction; as well
as Minister of Economic Planning Yitzhak Moda’i,
leader of Likud’s Liberal Party wing.

They have not yielded in their resistance to
the plan since it was approved two months ago by
majorities in the Cabinet and the Knesset.: The
initiative also has, won support from the United
States ‘and qualified backing from. the European
Community.

The ministers oppose, in particular, Shamir's
plan, for ‘Palestinian elections in the West Bank
and Gaza Strip to choose representatives with
whom Israel would negotiate.

The negotiations .would be for a five-year.
period of self-rule in the territories, and negotia-
tions after the third year to determine the final
status of those areas.

Sharon especially has railed against the plan,
which he says he is convinced will result in the
establishment of a Palestinian  state -and the
redivision of Jerusalem.

He and his two fellow ministers repeated
Sunday that Likud’s policy-making forum must, at
the 'very least, insert safeguards_ into the plan.

B i i 19.

Their minimum demand is that the Palestini-
an uprising, or intifada, be completely suppressed
before any political process can begin.

They  also insist - that Israel’s sovereignty
over East Jerusalem 'must be reaffirmed and,
accordingly, that East Jerusalem Arabs be. ex-
cluded from voting in the proposed elections.

Finally, they arc absolutely.opposed. to the
idea -of international supcrv:s:on over the elec-
tions. ;

. Shamir’s ~aides say. he is not .opposcd to:;
those . policy:.points ‘and is prepared to. embrace
them in his address to the Central Committee.

But Shamir has refused. to alter the official
text of his plan, He maintains that:since“the plan,
as drafted, has won Cabinet and Knesset approval
it cannot be altered by the party forum.
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But Sharon explained, in an article published
Sunday in the mass-circulation chiot Achronot,
why the guarantees must be written into the text.

The article was clearly aimed at the Likud
Central Committee members. .

Shamir and his supporters “whisper into
your ears that the plan is no more than a ‘gim-
mick’ really, a public relations stunt,” Sharon
wrote. -

“They add to it ringing public declarations
that we will never forgo ‘a single inch’ of terri-
tory, that the East Jerusalem Arabs wil.l not be
granted the vote, that a PLO state will never
arise.

“But none of these is included in the plan,”
Sharon said. “They are merely proclamations -- in
the best case, illusions; in the worst, deliberate
subterfuges.

“The U.S. Senate and administration relate
solely to the official plan; they dismiss all and
any additional public pronouncements,” he wrote.
“The consequences of this plan will be determined
solely by what is written in it.”

Sharon cited media reports that the Israeli
left and the PLO itself are anxious to see the
Shamir plan approved.

Meanwhile, Shamir has postponed a meeting
with Sharon that had been scheduled for Sunday
to reach agreement on an agenda for the Central
Committee meeting.

EUROPEAN COMMUNITY PROTESTS
DEPORTATION OF 8 PALESTINIANS
By Yossi Lempkowicz

BRUSSELS, July 2 (JTA) -- The European
Community has protested Israel’s deportation of
cight Palestinians from the West Bank and Gaza
Strip, declaring it could only have “negative
consequences.”

A statement on the matter was released by
the Spanish Foreign Ministry in Madrid on behalf
of the 12 nations of the European Community
Friday night, only hours before Spain’s six-month
chairmanship of the E.C. Council of Ministers
ended.

Isracl expelled the Palestinians Thursday,
alleging they were. organizers of the Palestinian
uprising, now in its 19th month. The deportees
were ferried to Lebanon by helicopter.

The E.C. statement said. the expulsions
‘“could only have negative consequences for the
tense situation in the occupied territories and
would make very difficult the efforts to create a
climate of confidence between the two parties.”

It was the second statement related to the
Arab-Israeli conflict to be issued in four days by
the E.C., which is based here. B

The European summit meeting in Madrid on
June 26 and 27 produced the community’s first
policy statement-on the Middle East since its 1980
Venice Declaration.

It welcomed Israel’s peace initiative, but
continued to press for an international conference
for Middle East peace under U.N. auspices, which
is opposed by Israel.

The E.C. leaders also insisted that the
Palestine Liberation Organization be included in
peace negotiations. That was an advance from the
nine-year-old Venice Declaration, which called for
the PLO only to be associated with the peace
process.

The PLO r with a cc from
its Tunis headquarters saying it “welcomes and
appreciates” the E.C. statement, which “contained

ded
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clear principles for- a just settlement in the
region.” - - :

The PLO also expressed hope that France,
which took over the E.C. chairmanship from Spain
on Saturday, would follow up the Madrid position.

PLO Lauds E.C. Position

Israel’s reaction to the E.C’s latest policy
manifesto on the Middle East was critical insofar
as the statement gave only qualified approval to
the peace plan advanced by the government.

The plan’s four points include Palestinian
elections to''choose delegates to negotiate with
Israel for an interim period of self-rule in the
West Bank and Gaza Strip. .

The E.C. leaders welcomed the process,
provided that it is part of a comprehensive set-
tlement, that it excludes no solution and that
Arab residents of East Jerusalem are allowed to
vote. .

The PLO statement said, “This progressive
position taken by the E.C. represents. a positive
contribution toward pushing forward the peace
process and provides ‘a stable foundation  for
playing an active role in achieving a just solu-
tion.”

An Israeli. Foreign Ministry
welcomed the - E.C. leaders’ call on
countries to  establish ~peace,
normal relations with Israel.

spokesman
the Arab
cooperation and

ISRAELI DEPORTATIONS ASSAILED
BY THE U.N. SECRETARY-GENERAL
By Allison Kaplan

UNITED NATIONS, July 2 (JTA) -- The' UN.
secretary-gencral issued a statement Friday saying
he was ‘“‘greatly dismayed” by Israel’s expulsion
of eight Palestinians to Lebanon.

Secretary-General Javier Perez de  Cuellar
called the: deportations “a clear violation of the
Fourth 'Geneva Convention and Lebanese sover-
eignty.” .

But there appeared Friday to‘be no move to
bring the matter before the U.N. Security Council.

Israel deported the Palestinians from the
West Bank and Gaza Strip on June 29, alleging
that they were leaders of the nearly 19-month-old
uprising. Their expulsion brought the number of
Palestinians deported since the beginning of the
uprising to 55. .

But Israel .believes such expulsions do not
violate Article 49 of the Fourth Geneva Conven-
tion, said Barukh Binah, a spokesman for Israel’s
Mission to the United Nations. ’

Israel’s position, he explained, is that .the
convention only prohibits. mass deportations and

-does not apply to the cxpulsion of ‘individuals for

security reasons. ¢

The 'U.N. secretary-general said. that he.
hoped Isracl would rescind its order and that
“the deportees will ‘promptly be allowed-to return
to their homes and families.”

In fact, Israel may be willing for the first
time to consider allowing the deportees to return
home eventually, :

Israeli Defense Minister Yitzhak Rabin told
Isracl Radio on Thursday that their return would
depend on their “immediate and complete cessa-
tion of all acts of violence against Israel” '

REMINDER: JTA will not publish a D,

yaily
Ngw;‘Bu!letin on Tuesday, July 4. 3 )
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UPRISING CLAIMS LIFE OF 12-YEAR-OLD
AS ISRAEL TRIES TO START A DIALOGUE
By Gil Sedan )

JERUSALEM, July 2 (JTA) -- A 12-year-old
Palestinian child was killed Sunday during a clash
with the Israel Defense Force in Idna village,
near Hebron, in the West Bank,

Military sources confirmed that the IDF was
engaged in an operation inside the village. They
claimed the soldiers were confronted by ‘“violent
resistance.”

The exact circumstances of the child’s death
were not explained.

The IDF has been conducting pre-emptive
raids almost daily on 'villages thought to harbor
Palestinian activists.

Over the weekend, they included the town of
Beit Sahur, certain neighborhoods in Bethlehem
and the nearby Dehaishe refugee camp.

Dozens of arrests were made. Beit Sahur was
placed under curfew Sunday morning and
searched. Ten arrests were reported.

© There were sporadic strikes in the territories
over the weekend to protest the. deportation of
eight Palestinians from the West Bank and Gaza
Strip to Lebanon on June 29.

While the intifada continues unabated, the
civil administration is trying -to get a ‘dialogue
going with Palestinians. Gen. Shaike Erez met
Sunday with several local leaders in Hebron.

When the government-proposed peace  plan
was raised, the Arabs pointed suggestively. to the
west, indicating the subject should be raised with
the Palestine Liberation Organization, headed by
Yasir Arafat, which has its headquarters in Tunis.

Mcanwhxlc, the underground leadership of
the uprising issued Leaflet No. 42, which exhorts
Palestinians to resist the peace plan, which,
among other  things, calls for - elections in the
West Bank and Gaza Strip.

SAUDIS GET $850 MILLION IN ARMS,
BEFORE CONGRESS CAN BAT AN EYE
By Howard Rosenberg

WASHINGTON, July 2 (JTA) -- Three arms
sales to Saudi Arabia, totaling $850 million, have
been pushed through Congress by the Bush admin-
istration in the last two months, with scarcely a
mumble of opposition. :

But now one member of Congress,  Rep. Mel
Levine (D-Calif.), is complaining that Secretary of
State ‘James Baker ‘has not been  seeking the
customary congressional ‘input in ‘advance of
proposing arms sales to Saudi Arabia.

Congress  has 30 days' to pass resolutions
blocking "armis sales ‘proposed 'by ‘the White House.
If no, such resolutions' are passed, the arms sales
automatically go through.

That was the case with three recent arms
sales totaling $850 million in parts used mainly to
upgrade the Saudis’ F-5 and F-15 fighter planes.

At a  House Foreign - Affairs = Committee
hearing June 22, Baker 'said the ‘administration
plans to propose more sales in the coming months.”

Levine sent a letter to Baker that same day,
charging “there has not been an adequate dia-
logue” ‘between the administration and Congress
on ‘its proposed arms sales to ‘the Middle East. He
accused Baker of commumg the ‘‘reckless arms
sale policy of the previous administration.”

Levine asked Baker to consult with Congress
“much  earlier” in' advance of ‘proposing arms
sales. '‘And he requested that the secretary provide

a list of the imminent arms sales he alluded to
during his June 22 testimony.

Questioned about Levine’s letter, a State
Department official said Friday that there was
“no intention to catch anyone by surprise” in
proposing the arms sales.

All three were part of “longstanding con-
tracts for service and maintenance,” and were
included in an annual report to Congress detailing
the year’s anticipated arms sales, the official said.

COURT UPHOLDS CONSTITUTIONALITY
OF CANADA’S NAZI WAR CRIMES LAW
By Ben Kayfetz

TORONTO, July 2 (JTA) -- The Ontario
Supreme Court has decisively rejected the first
constitutional challenges to Canada’s two-year-old
war crimes legislation.

Associate - Chief Justice Frank Callaghan
ruled against a series of motions last week arising
from the trial of Imre Finta. The former restau-
rant-owner from Hamilton, Ontario, was a member
of ~a Nazi-run police: organization in his native
Hungary during World War I

He is charged with kidnapping and confining
8,617 Jews in cattle cars in Szeged, Hungary, in
1944, prior to their deportation to death camps.

Finta, 77, is being tried under legislation
adopted by Parliament in 1987 that allows Canada
to prosecute war criminals for acts committed on
foreign soil.

The legislation was a direct’ outcome of a
two-year investigation into Nazi war criminals in
Canada, conducted by a government-appointed
commission headed by Justice Jules Deschenes of
the Quebec Superior Court.

Finta’s lawyer, Douglas Christie, claimed it
violated the Canadian Charter of. Rights and
Freedoms and was therefore unconstitutional.

According to Christie, the law retroactively
created a crime when none legally existed at the
time it was committed. He contended further that
Canada had no right to try a person for carrying
out orders that were legal in another country.

Judge Callaghan accepted the reply of Crown
Attorney Chris Amerasinghe, who demonstrated
the ‘absence. of retroactive jeopardy for the
accused.

He cited The Hague Convention of 1907 and
the Versailles Treaty of 1919 . to support his
finding that by 1939, certain actions against
civilian populations, even during a war, were re-
garded internationally as crimes against humanity.

The right of Canada to try persons for
offenses - committed, outside its - territory - was
upheld by Callaghan, who cited piracy as an
example of nations making use of that'right. -

Callaghan reserved = decision on.two other
defense motions. One cited the time lapse -- 44
years before charges were . brought. against
Finta. The other concerned pre-trial delays.

The judge ruled those motions premature. He
said they. could be resubmitted after:all of the
cvidence is heard.

Meanwhile, William - Hobson, . head . of - the
Justice Department’s war . crimes . prosecution
section, defended his unit against .charges of
foot-dragging. 2

He'said calls for speedier prosecution 1gnorc
the fact that “monumental efforts” of investiga-
tion and ‘“the cooperation of  foreign govern-.
ments” are required to prosecute the 20 individu-
als cited by the Deschenes Commission as possible
war criminals,
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BEHIND THE HEADLINES:

ALL WANT TO AID ABSORPTION EFFORT,
BUT FEW AGREE WHO WILL PAY FOR IT
By Andrew Siiow Carroll

JERUSALEM, July 2 (JTA) -- Prime Minister
Yitzhak Shamir last week urged all Jews to
“reach out to our brethren in the Soviet Union”
and “assure them that the Jewish people is united
and determined to respond to their needs and
welcome them into the Jewish fold and into the
Jewish homeland.”

A day later, the Jewish Agency Board of

Governors pledged “to meet our responsibilities as .

we face the challenging opportunity of large-scale
aliyah from the Soviet Union.”

But it remains unclear what practical meas-
ures the government and the Jewish Agency are
prepared to take to meet the anticipated influx of
thousands of Soviet immigrants and the enormous
costs of their absorption in Israel.

The Jewish Agency has already raised its
absorption budget this year by $34 million to $104
million.

But according to Mendel Kaplan, chairman of
the agency Board of Governors, the anticipated
arrival in Israel this year of 20,000 Jews from the
Soviet Union and other countries could cost the
Jewish Agency an additional $75 million.

In the meantime, the Jewish Agency’s overall
budget has dipped by $28 million this year.

Acknowledging its financial limitations and
hoping to eliminate duplication, the Jewish Agency
Assembly voted last year to begin turning over
most of its absorption responsibilities to govern-
ment agencies.

But last week, the assembly voted to retain
responsibility for running absorption centers for
new immigrants for what one Diaspora leader
described as “the reasonably long term.”

Another ¢ ial Campaign’?

In an interview Friday, Kaplan declined to
say whether that would require an additional
fund-raising campaign in the Diaspora, from which
the Jewish Agency derives its resources.

But he did talk of consulting with the main
philanthropic bodies -- the United Jewish Appeal,
the United Israel Appeal and the worldwide Keren
Hayesod -- to “work together towards a program
to meet our responsibility.”

Simcha Dinitz, chairman of the World Zionist
Organization-Jewish Agency Executive, was blunt-
er in talking about “the possibility next year of.a
special campaign.” But he called it a decision
only the UJA, UIA and Keren Hayesod can make.

Martin Stein of Milwaukee, chairman of
UJA’s board of trustees, said UJA is ready to do
“anything and everything in our power” to ac-
complish the absorption of Soviet Jews.

But he also stopped short of talking about a
new campaign that would extend this year's
“Passage to Freedom” campaign on behalf of the
Soviet emigres.

Instead, the agency’s Diaspora partners will
look to see ‘“where we can cut other budgets
without going further into debt,” said Stein. “We
must remain responsible fiscally.”

For one, the agency has refused to consider
getting involved in housing new immigrants, which
it feels is a government responsibility.

Kaplan told Shamir last “week . that the
agency would work with the government in 'devel-
oping a blueprint for absorbing 10,000 new immi-
grants, but “we cannot possibly  be concerned”

with housing, “because of the very large segment
of costs involved.”

Various government ministries have proposed
a number of housing and absorption plans.

Finance Minister Shimon Peres proposed a
$120 million plan to create more housing, but it
ran aground when Diaspora leaders refused to
pick up $80 million of the tab.

U.S. Funds May Help :

Housing Minister David Levy’s plans have
ranged from the pragmatic -- tax incentives for
builders and landlords, the rehabilitation of empty
apartments  in  the North and South -- to the
ideological: a call for West Bank settlers to
“adopt” immigrants-upon arrival.

Kaplan has warmly praised one plan, dis-
cussed May 15 at the ministerial committee on
finance, housing and absorption. It would make
available 3,800 subsidized mortgages and 2,500
public housing units.

Kaplan said the agency and the government
have to look toward a “larger strategy of absorp-
tion” that includes housing programs. With immi-
grants piling up at absorption centers, unable to
find affordable or adequate housing on the out-
side, “housing solutions must be found so as not
to clog the process.” he said.

There is some mild relief in sight. Both
houses of the U.S. Congress have approved a
supplemental - spending package, = which - could
provide up to $100 million in refugee assistance.

Of that $100 million, $75 million could go to
the American Jewish Joint Distribution Committee
and the Hebrew Immigrant Aid Society, both of
which-are beneficiaries of overseas sums raised by
the Diaspora philanthropies.

By freeing up more overseas funds for the
Jewish Agency, the aid package ‘“could be viewed
as a $75 million foreign aid- bill for the Jewish
Agency. That would be-its practical effect,” said
to Ben Zion Leuchter, president of HIAS.

But longer-term. solutions. will need to be
found. In: the resolution on absorption it adopted
last week, the Jewish Agency Assembly noted that
“grave damage has been done to the immigrant
community, both abroad and in Israel, as a result
of the confusion created by the apparent inability
of either the government or the Jewish Agency to
take responsibility for absorption.”

Now that both sides have pledged to take
responsibility, it is a question of who is going to
pay the bill.

JEWISH AND DRUSE INMATES CLASH
By Hugh Orgel

.~ TEL_AVIV,. July.2 (JTA) --_A_dispute over
the Palestinian uprising triggered a serious clash
last ‘week between Jewish and Druse soldiers
jailed in the Atlit military prison.

Six Druse soldiers were injured, two of them
requiring hospitalization.

The incident was disclosed Sunday, after
Dn:u§e leaders in' Galilee petitioned the Defense
Ministry to set up a commission to inquire into
the incident.

The: clash was reported to  have started:

with an . altercation over current happenings in
the West Bank and Gaza Strip. But words quickly

. turned to  blows, ‘with both sides resorting . to

wooden clubs and iron bars. R
The Druse claimed the prison authorities

failed to intervene until the riot had gone on for
some time. 2




