DAILY NEWS BULLETIN

[
PUBLISHED BY JEWISH TELEGRAPHIC AGENCY

—

330 SEVENTH AVENUE

NEW YORK, NY 10001-5010 (212) 643-1890

VOL. 67 - 72nd YEAR

THURSDAY, MARCH 2, 1989

NO. 41

LIKUD SWEEPS MUNICIPAL ELECTIONS;
KOLLEK AND LEHAT EASILY RE-ELECTED
By Hugh Orgel

TEL AVIV, March 1 (JTA) -- Labor was
trounced by Likud in mayoral and town council
elections Tuesday.

The voter turnout was uncharacteristically
low, except in the Arab sector, where emergent
Moslem - fundamentalist - factions scored ~strong
gains.

As expected, Mayors Teddy Kollek of Jerusa-
lem and Shlomo Lehat of Tel Aviv were easily re-
clected. The outcome of the mayoral race in
Haifa, however, was unclear.

Likud and religious party candidates prevail-
ed in six major cities and many smaller localities
previously held by Labor, in what appeared to be
a reprise of the Nov. 1 Knesset elections.

Prime Minister =~ Yitzhak ~Shamir - claimed
national ‘as well as local significance for the
results. He said they made clear to the world that
the Likud party and its ideology arc the dominant
factor in Israeli politics.

Vice Premier Shimon- Peres, the Labor Partyl

leader, claimed Shamir was misreading the results.
But he was clearly unable to mollify middle- and
lower-echelon Labor politicians, who demanded an
investigation into the debacle and a ‘“house
cleaning” by the party.

Internal moves to unseat the present leader-
ship began after Labor was edged out by Likud in
the Knesset race last November. They were
doubtless given new impetus by Tuesday’s set-
backs.

Many critics “in. Labor say if the party
cannot reverse ‘its losses and block advances by
Likud, it will remain out of power for decades to
come.

Results Unclear In Haifa

More ~ immediate’ concerns  were expressed
over the Histadrut elections in six months.

Labor has dominated the trade union federa-
tion since its founding .decades, before Isracl’s
independence. But current trends do not auger
well.

A case in point is the port city of Haifa, a
bastion of ‘Labor strength during ‘the more than
40 yecars since-independence.

The Likud mayoral candidate, Rami Dotan,
was claiming victory Wednesday, in what Likud
has derisively called “Red Haifa.”

With the final results still unclear by after-

noon, Dotan boasted that he had ‘‘taken the red _

out of Haifa” and replaced it “with the blue and
white,” Israel’s national colors.

But incumbent Laborite Arye Gurel insisted
that the ‘“Labor flagship” would remain in his
hands.

Labor ‘was upset in- most of its other tradi-
tional strongholds. Ramat Gan, Beersheba, Petach
Tikva, Ashdod and Holon all elected Likud mayors.
Likud and religious party candidates took over
their town. councils,-as well:

The only important Labor victory was: in
Rchovot, where the Likud mayor was beaten.

Jerusalem’s immensely popular Mayor Kollek
won re-clection - with' about 58 percent of the
votes. His Labor-backed *“One Jerusalem” list won

the City Council, but with a reduced majority.

The voter turnout in Jerusalem was .only.44.5
percent. Turnout was an a]moshunvl nble 3 perccnt
in East Jerusalem, where Arab votcrs wcrc under
severe pressure from Palcstxman nationalists to
boycott the elections. 7 198

LR TP
Gain For Fundamentalists

Kollek’s vxctory was y\v__n}(_:lrcly viewed as per-

sonal. ‘He is™one "of ~the “most wi Tir
political figures in Israel and’its* only mayor of
mtemanonal renown.

Labor also is crediting the personal popular-
ity of Likud Mayor Lehat for his landslide re-
election in Tel Aviv. Lehat took about 51 percent
of the vote to 22 percent for his Labor chal-
lenger, Natan Wolloch.

Laborites point out that Lehat is probably
the most dovish- of Likud politicians and has
spoken -out -against his party’s positions on the
administered territories.

“Tel . Aviv was a personal,
victory,” Peres stressed.

But Likud also won 41 percent of the City
Council vote, compared to Labor’s 22 percent. The
religious bloc made a major gain there, too. It
won nearly 15 percent of the council seats, up
from 9 percent.

Countrywide, voter ‘turnout averaged only 48
percent ‘in Jewish localities, even though Election
Day was a national -holiday.~ ——

That 'was attributed to sunny  springlike
weather that sent thousands of Israclis to the
beaches instead of the lines outside. the polling
stations.

Not so in the Arab sector, where voter
turnout averaged an. unprecedented 80 percent. It
soared to 90 percent in Umm el-Fahm, the second
largest Arab city in Israel.

There Moslem fundamentalists known as the
Islamic’ bloc ousted the incumbent. Communist
Party: for the first time. The fundamentalists made
similar advances in all other Arab localities.

The final clection results probably will not
be known before Thursday or Friday, when all of
the ballots, including votes cast by soldiers at
military bases, will have been counted. In locali-
ties where no mayoral candidatc won at least 40
percent of the vote, runoff elections will be held
in two weceks.

not a  Likud

JEWISH VOTE IN CHICAGO HELPED UNSEAT
BLACK INCUMBENT IN MAYORAL PRIMARY
By Todd Winer

CHICAGO, March 1. (JTA) -- Chicago’s
Jewish community, whose votes were instrumental
in electing the city’s first black mayor, played an
important role Tuesday .in helping make Chicago
the first city to unscat a sitting black mayor with
a white challenger.

. Richard Daley, son and namcsakc of the late
polmcal boss, received more than 83 percent of
the Jewish vote in the Democratic primary, ac-
cording -to -exit polls, .allowing' him to casily
defeat Acting Mayor Eugene Sawyer.

It ‘was the Jewish vote that had been the
margin of victory for Harold Washington in 1983,
when he became Chicago’s first:black mayor.

This time again, Chicagoans voted mostly
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along racial lines, the major differences qontril_)-
uting to Sawyer’s defeat being a lower turnout_m
the black community and a defection of Jewish
votes away from the black candidate. L

It was Daley who received strong pohm_:al
and financial support from the Jewish community
this time around. In the heavily Jewish 50th ward
on the city’s north side, Daley received 16,000
votes to Sawyer’s 2,000.

Daley also did unusually well among the so-
called “lakefront liberals,” a pivotal white voting
bloc with a good share of Jewish votes and
moncy. Daley reccived 75 percent of that vote.

A number of prominent Jews supported Daley
and contributed large amounts.to his campaign,
including Philip Klutznick, former president of
B'nai B'rith International and the World Jewish
Congress. He endorsed Daley carly in the race
and contributed $25,000 to his campaign.

Displeasure Over ‘Cokely Affair’

The strong support shown Daley by Chicago’s
Jewish community was to a great extent a sign of
displeasure over Sawyer’s handling of the “Cokely
affair.”

Last May, tapes surfaced in which Steve
Cokely, an aide to Sawyer, outlined his “anti-
Semitic views, including the assertion that Jewish
doctors in Chicago were injecting black babies
with the virus that causes AIDS.

An uproar cnsued. But six days went by
before Sawyer finally moved to fire Cokely. Few
black politicians or clergy stepped forward to
denounce Cokely, and indeed, many rose to sup-
port him.

Weeks later at a student art cxhibit, black
aldermen stormed into Chicago’s Art Institute and
ripped down a satirical painting of the late Mayor
Washington, dressed only in women’s lingerie. A
black alderman claimed a Jew had painted it,
which was not true.

For many Jews, who were among the first
whites to support Washington’s mayoral bid and

three times more likely to vote for him than’

other whites, the two incidents caused pain and
outrage. They left Jews with a new awareness of
anti-Scmitic clements within the black community.

The Jewish vote, however, was not all
negative. Jews, Hispanics and former Washington
allics in white wards saw in Daley a viable alter-
native. Daley reached out to the Jewish communi-
ty and demonstrated a willingness to address
Jewish concerns.

As Cook County state attorney, his office
had aggressively pursued anti-Semitic crimes,
including the attacks on Jewish shops on the 49th
anniversary of Kristallnacht in November 1987.

For a time, the Democratic mayoral race had’

a Jewish candidate, Alderman Lawrence Bloom. But
lacking moncy and a base of support, he dropped
out this month, backing Sawyer.

The Democratic primary victory for Daley
does not, however, ensure a victory in the April 4
general election.

He now faces a tough challenge from ‘black’

Alderman Timothy Evans, who skipped the primary
in favor of an independent bid on the Harold
Washington party ticket in ‘the general clection.
Evans was blamed by the Sawyer camp for the
low voter turnout in some black wards.

To further complicate the matter, in the
Republican mayoral primary, a write-in candidacy
by Edward Vrdolyak may block the nomination of
the party-endorsed candidate, Dr. Herbert Sohn, a
Jewish physician and lawyer,

With his.impressive. showing Tuesday, Daley
is the early favorite to win in April. But the
“anything can happen” nature of Chicago politics
is in full gear, as the primary raised as many
questions as it answered. | .. ... -

GROUP SAID TO BE HOLDING SOLDIER
DEMANDS RELEASE OF ARAB DETAINEES
By Gil Sedan and Hugh Orgel

JERUSALEM, March 1 (JTA) -- A mysterious
group that claims to be holding Sgt. Avi Sasportas
captive made a series of ‘demands Wednesday. in
exchange for his freedom. B

Gaza _ lawyer, Fayez Abu-Rahme said -they
were relayed to him by an anonymous telephone
caller, who said the lawyer had been selected,
along with the ambassadors of Egypt and France,
to act as intermediaries for the release of the
Israeli paratroop medic.

Sasportas, ‘who disappeared Feb. 16, is the
object of a massive search across southern Isracl,
now in its second week. S ;

The Egyptian Embassy. here and U.N. head-
quarters in Jerusalem denied earlier that they had
been contacted by the soldier’s alleged abductors.

The two missions were called by Israel Radio
after the French news agency, Agence France-
Presse, received its second anonymous phone call
this week from a.spokesman . for. the :Palestine
Arab Army, a group unknown to the Isracli auth-
orities. o

The telephone caller told the AFP that a
videotape of the soldier had been sent “to the
United Nations,” and the terms demanded for his
release to the Egyptian, Embassy:in, Tel Aviv., . .

The Egyptians and the United Nations denicd
receiving anything. B .

Abu-Rahme’s callér said, the .video. cassctte
was put in the hands of “two well-known inter-
national personalties,” whom he -refused to iden-
tify. .

~_The caller said the tape would be releascd if

Isracl released film of the commando attack on
Palestine Liberation Organization headquarters in
Tunis last year, in which the PLO’s No. 2 man,
Abu Jihad, was gunned down by assassins.

Said To Be Sick With Flu

Abu-Rahme said he was told the: video
cassctte contains messages from Sasportas. to his
family, his unit commander and the Isracli gov-
ernment, -
The' lawyer, who is: chairman of thc Gaza
Bar Association and a moderate supporter .of the
PLO, said his caller made three demands.

.. They are the release of 310 Palestinians
arrested ‘before the intifada 'began 14 .months ago;
the release of all. Palestinians detained: since the
uprising began; and payment of cqmpcnsation to

the families of Palestinians Kkilled: or ‘wounded in
the uprising. SRR L

: The first of . the anonymous. calls was re-
ceived by the AFP Monday., It announced .only
that Sasportas. was held by the. Palestine Arab
Army “in the occupied. territories” and promiscd
that a videotape of. him:and demands: for his
release would be forthcoming:within 48 hours.

According .to AFP, Wednesday’s caller was
the same man. The news agency 'said:he: spoke
Hebrew with an Arabic accent. .

. The caller said Sasportas had.been running a
high fever from -the flu'.and ‘was treated “by 2
doctor. AFP said the call sounded as if it origi-
nated inside Israel. T -
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ANNE POLLARD DENIED REQUEST
FOR TRANSFER, MEDICAL EXAM
By Marshall Hoffman

American .Jewish World

MINNEAPOLIS, March 1 (JTA) -- US. Mag-
istrate Janice Symchych on Wednesday denied
requests by Anne Henderson Pollard. for an inde-
pendent medical examination and transfer back, to
the federal prison medical facility in Danbury,
Conn.

In another major setback for Pollard, Sym-
chych ordered reinstatement of ‘the 24-hour watch
on the prisoner, which had been lifted t:mporanly
last month.

* The ‘Wwatch' was’ imposed ‘When Pollard drrived
in January at the Federal Medical Center prison
facility in Rochester. The U.S. Bureau of Prisons
claimed it was necessary to prevent self-inflicted
injury.

Pollard’s lawyers said the watch only added
an clement of stress to her alrcady deteriorated
medical condition. '

The magistrate also denied Pollard’s requests
for a further hearing, a furlough and a writ of
habeas corpus

Judge Harry MacLaughlm will review the
magistrate’s findings to decide 'if Pollard -may
appecal the ruling. ;

i L
SHAMIR COMPARES ARAFAT TO HITLER,
SAYS PLO WANTS TO DESTROY ISRAEL
By David Fr|erlman

WASHINGTON, March 1 (JTA) -- Comparing
Yasir Arafat to Adolf Hitler, Israeli Prime Minis-
“ter Yitzhak ‘Shamir said’ this week that if the
Palestinc . Liberation Organization leader’ were ;to
come to Israel, as the late Egyptian. President
Anwar Sadat did, “we’d put him in prison.”

In'an interview' with Arnaud de Borchgrave,
cditor of The Washington Times, published by the
paper Wednesday, Shamir .called the U.S. dialogue
with the PLO “useless” because, Arafat’s accept-
ance of Israel and renunciation of terrorism .is
“all nonsense, lies.”

Shamir said the only way Arafat could prove
that the PLO is sincere is to “dissolve the organ-
ization.” 2 : .
Hc said Arafat was like Hitler, because
“they belong to the same family of demagogues
and totalitarians, enemics of the Jewish people,
men who think nothing of .killing millions to
achicve their objectives.”

At the State Dcpartment Wednesday, spokes-
man Charles, Redman would not comment on
Shamir’s remarks. b

But Redman repeated the U.S. position on its
dialogue ‘with the PLO. “This dialogue is not an
end in of itself,” he said. “We have said that to

be of use, it will hopefully produce concrete steps

that contributé ‘to peace in the Middle East.”

But Shamir said the US.-PLO dialogue is
“not hecalthy, because it gives the PLO 'more
prcstigc and importancc and in such a.way that
it discourages “moderate clements who ‘would llkc
to find a path to real peace with Isracl.”

Shamir ‘outlined " his proposals for a solunon .

to the Palestinian problem, which he is cxpcctcd
to bring to Washmgton _when  he . mccts wnh
President Bush-in’April.

He said it would be a two-stage approach‘
with ‘the first stage provndmg sélf-rule for the -

Palestinians in the West Bank and Gaza Strip.” |
The next stage would be * ‘negotiations about

the permanent status of -the territories, without
deciding now what will be the final result of the
negotiations.”

Shamir stressed that these arrangements can
be worked out with the Palestinians living in the
territories. .

“The Palestinian civilian ‘population is fully
capable of ‘organizing themsclves ‘and putting
together a delegation to conduct negotiations,” he
said.. -

Shamir said of the Palestinians, “I know we
can live with them in peace and work out a for-
mula that will satisfy the security needs of Isracl
and at the same time their own aspirations.”

KNESSET MEMBERS CLASH WITH PLO
AT OXFORD UNIVERSITY CONFERENCE
London Jewish Chronicle

LONDON, March 1 (JTA) '-- Two leftist
Israeli Knesset members and a group of Peace
Now activists met face-to-face with an aide’to
Yasir Arafat and other Palestine Liberation® Or-
ganization officials at Oxford Umvcrs:ty S hxstonc
Union Debating Socicty last weekend. ’

The confrontation, the highest-lcvel public
mceting _of “its kind yet held in Britain, was
characterized by vigorous arguments and disagree-
ments over key issues.

' ‘But' 'both ‘sides sent a political message to
Jerusalem urging the Israeli government to ‘nego-
tiate with the PLO.

Less explicitly, they sought to advance the
PLO’s growing aura of lcgmmacy in the cyes of
Israeli and Diaspora JchSh opinion.

The Isracli participants were Dedi Zucker
and Haim Oron, Knessct members for the Citizens
Rights Movement and Mapam respectively.

They were joined by. Professor Yitzhak
Gainoor,.Dr. Yacl Tamir and writer Benny Bara-
bash of Pcace Now.

Bassam Abu Sharif, considered onc of the
architects “of the -PLO’s dccision to recognize
Isracl and seck a, political solution, was flanked
by Ahmed Khalnd: Mirwan Kanafani .and two
officials from the PLO’s London office, Faisal
Awcida and Karma Nabulsi. :

A number: of prominent British' Jews were
present, but did not speak.

Separate Sides Of The Room s

Those who did speak were bedeviled by poor
acoustics in the drafty, uncomfortable hall. But it
was the political theater -more than' the substance
of ‘what was said that made the occasion unique. .

Because of ‘an Israeli law that thrcatens
prison. for Israclis who talk to the PLO, the two
sidés 'sat, ate-and drank at separate ends. of the
hall. They were unable even to shake hands.

There were clashes. Oron insisted that the
Palestinian “uprising, known as the intifada, was
part_civil disobedience and part terrorism: The
PLO speakers said it was a natural rcaction to
the Isracli administration of ‘the West Bank and
Gaza Strip.

 Zucker dcmanded ‘a catcgoncal assurance
that the Palestinians no longer drcam of rcturning
to Jnll‘a and other once Arab cmcs in Isracl. He
did not ‘get it.

.But PLO "spcakers stressed the sincerity of -
their position, which secks a scttlement based on
Isra‘cl§ ‘right to exist within secure borders,

Both- sides agreed that Isracl has to talk to
the PLO to secure a comprchcnsnvc settlement
based on a two-state solution.
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SOLOMON ISLANDS ESTABLISH TIES;
HUNGARY INKS ACCGRD ON TRAVEL
By Cathrine Gerson

JERUSALEM, March 1 (JTA) -- Israel and
the Solomon Islands - established diplomatic rela-
tions for the first time Wednesday, the Israeli
Forcign Ministry announced.

Israel’s representative to the Solomon Islands
will be its ambassador in Fiji, a ministry spokes-
man said. And the Pacific island nation’s envoy to
Isracl will be an ambassador based in the Solomon
capital of Honiara, which is situated on the island
of Guadalcanal.

The Solomon Islands, which lie east of New
Guinea, consist of the southern islands of the
Solomon group: Guadalcanal, Malaita, Santa Isabel,
San Cristobal, Choiseul, New Georgia and numer-
ous smaller islands.

In another diplomatic development, Hungary’s
minister of communications, transport and con-
struction arrived in Israel on Tuesday to sign an
air traffic agreement with his Israeli counterpart.

Andras Derzsi of Hungary and Transport
Minister Moshe Katsav signed the accord Wednes-
day. It establishes regular flights between Tel
Aviv and Budapest this month by Israel’s El Al
Airlines and Hungary’s national Malek Airlines.

Derzsi also signed a memorandum of under-
standing for bilateral cooperation in the area of
communications with Communications Minister Gad
Ya'acobi.

A formal accord between Isracl and Hungary
will be signed at the end of May, when Ya’acobi
is due in Budapest for an official visit.

There are still no direct-dialing facilities
between the two countries, even though there
may be as many as 100,000 Jews in Hungary. Such
an arrangement could be established as part of
the accord, with other fields of cooperation
including satellites and cable TV,

CHINA WELCOMES ISRAELI TOURISTS
By Cathrine Gerson

JERUSALEM, March 1 (JTA) -- The head of
the Isracli Geographic Society, Mula Yaffee, said
Wednesday that his company intends to fly some
1,000 Isracli tourists to China. this yecar.

Speaking at a news conference in Tel Aviv
together with a representative of the Chinese
Ministry of Tourism, Guo Wen Bin, Yaffee pre-
sented the many different tours available to
China, ranging from $3,300 to $6,000.

Yaffce told the gathered reporters that
China is completely open to Isracli group tours,
and that single Israclis can join groups of tourists
in Hong Kong for China tours. He sa:d that Is-
raclis can visit Tibet as well.

ARSON PARTLY CAUSED FOREST FIRES
By Hugh Orgel

TEL AVIV, March 1 (JTA) -- One-third of

the forest fires that devastated over 35,000 acres

of land in Israel last summer were deliberately set
and apparently were terrorist acts, according to
an ministerial committee report just released.

The committee was formed to investigate the
unprecedented incidence of forest and grass fires
in Isracl in 1988. A total of 141,695 dunams were
burned, nearly four' times the figure for 1987,
when 37,827 dunams went up-in flames. A dunam
approximately cquals a quarter acre.

The data gathered by the committee point to

organized acts of arson.

The report noted that the Arabic news media
and leaflets exhorted the Arab population to use
arson as a weapon in support of the Palestinian
uprising in the administered territories.

U.S. WILL URGE ALLIES, SOVIETS
TO CURB ARMS SALES TO MIDEAST
By Howard Rosenberg

WASHINGTON, March-1 (JTA) -- The United
States will urge its European allies and the Soviet
Union to limit or place tighter controls on weap-
ons sales to the Middle East; a State Department
official said Wednesday.

" “This is one of the thmgs the Soviets could
do in terms of demonstrating their will and
interest in the Middle East,” said Edward Walker,
deputy assistant - secretary of state for Near
Eastern and South Asian affairs.

He warned that the Western European coun-
tries would not agree to curtail their sales if the
Soviets ‘or ‘their ‘allies, such as North Korea, fill
the vacuum.

Walker spoke to the House Foreign Affairs
subcommittee on Europe and the Middle East.
Usually the assistant secretary testifies before the
subcommittee, but President Bush only Tuesday
formally nominated John Kelly, a carcer forcign
service officer, to the post.

Although Kelly was ambassador to Lebanon
from 1986 to 1988, he is not considered in the
same mold of Middle East experts as his prede-
cessor, Richard Murphy.

On the Soviet Union’s :Middle East peace
initiative, Walker said the proposals made by
Foreign Minister Eduard Shevardnadze during his
10-day 'visit to the region. were *“not particularly
constructive. They are repetitions of - previous
Soviet- positions that we have not found to be
reasonable or .a good avenue to direct negotia-
tions” with Isracl,. its Arab neighbors and the
Palestinians.

Recognizing Israel .

The Soviets must “make some very hard
choices,” Walker said, including diplomatically
recognizing Israel. “They have been engaged in a
gradualist ‘approach, so I would assume they will
not” recognize Isracl soon, he said. “They arc
not quite sure how it will play with the Arab
client-states like Syria.”

The United States is-urging Arab nations as
well to recognize Isracl publicly, Walker said.

Walker ‘said the United States is continuing
to discuss with Isracl the threat of chemical
weapons it faces. He called .reports that Jordan is
trying to acquire chemical weapons “inaccurate.’

Asked if there has been ‘any change in
Israel’s handling of the Palestinian uprising since
the ' State Department’s  Feb. 8 human rights
report,  Walker said, “We  have: perceived some
changes in tactics and techniques used” by the
Isracl Defense Force.

He referred to. Defense Minister Yitzhak
Rabin’s ‘recent report . to - the Knesset Foreign
Affairs and Decfense Committee. In that report,
Rabin was quoted as saying, “If present measures
continue, you risk depriving: people of any hope
and any incentive to keep the-level of violence
down.” ;

Walker urged IDF riot control troops to be
“less  visible or provocative.” He said Isracli
troops cannot “just stay away” from the terri-
tories, but must strike a “delicate balance.”



