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REACTION MIXED ON SIGNIFICANCE
OF HUMAN RIGHTS PACT IN VIENNA
By Andrew Silow Carroll

NEW YORK, Jan. 17 (JTA) -- A major East-
West human rights agreement adopted this week
in Vienna contains surprisingly direct language on
the protection of religious freedoms and emigra-
tion rights.

If adhered to by the Soviet Union, the
document could represent major progress in the
Soviets’ treatment - of political dissidents and
religious and ethnic minorities, including Sovict
Jews.

But experts here and leaders of two major
Sovict Jewry groups differ on the extent to which
the agreement should be welcomed.

Their differences are tactical: By concluding
the hard-fought conference, is the West caving in
to the Soviet Union’s claims that it has cleancd
up its human rights record, or mercly offering the
Soviets an incentive to do so?

Foreign ministers from 35 nations in Europc
and North Amecrica *began a three-day meeting
Tuesday during which they are expected to for-
mally approve the agrcement.

It is the concluding step in the 27-month-old
follow-up session of the Conference on: Sccurity
and Cooperation in Europe, which produced the
Helsinki human rights accords in 1975.

The . new  human .rights proposals cover a
wide range of freedoms, including information,
travel, equal rights and religion.

Key Provisions

Those provisions of most immediate signifi-
cance to Sovict Jews include:

* The right of  everyonc ‘to- leave any
country, including -his own, and to return to his
country.” Therec are provisions for a three-day
turnaround of requests: to allow relatives to visit
one anothcer in cases of illness or death,

* The nations will work to. climinate dis-
crimination on rcligious grounds and must respect
the right of religious communitics to “cstablish
and maintain freely accessible places of worship
or assembly.” They must also allow cveryonc reli-
gious.cducation “in the language of his choice.”

* Teclephone calls and personal mail will not
be hindered or monitored.

Myrna Shinbaum, national director of the
National Conference on. Sovict Jewry, calied the
agrcements “a great thing,” and said they repre-
sented a major advance over. the Helsinki accords.

The provision on lecaving and rcturning to a

country ‘shows that this is a ‘concern of ‘the
Western nations. That is most significant.”

However, said Shinbaum, “We have a great
challenge in terms of monitoring. (The Sovict
Union) has not institutionalized or codificd these
rights.”

Pamcla - Cohen, national president of ‘the
Union of Councils. for Sovict Jews, sounded a
more pessimistic ‘note on. the agreement. “Frankly,
it would ‘be irresponsible for anyone dealing with
the Soviet Union to automatically: shift into-a
trust mode becausec of some of these changes,”
she said in a telephonc interview in Chicago.

“The only ‘'way to begin to 'trust,” said
Cohen, “is to measurc scientifically their compli-

ance on promises, on any number of given objec-
tives, the way we might an arms control accord.”

Cohen said even as the Sovicts arc agreeing
to the rights of people to visit ill relatives or
travel abroad for medical treatment, longtime
refusenik and cancer patient Georgi Samoilovitch
awaits permission to travel to the Hackensack,
N.J., hospital that has offered him treatment.

Abandoning The Hard Line

The Union of Councils was particulary
critical of the Vienna agreement in the weeks
prior to ‘its unveiling, because of a concurrent
Western agreement to - allow a follow-up human
rights meeting to be held in Moscow in 1990.

Cohen said she believes that legislators, the
administration and other Jewish ‘organizations
have not recognized the Moscow  conference as
the *“major concession” it is.

She said that during thc next year the
Sovicts will point to the “rewarding” of the
conference as proof - of their progress in human
rights, camouflaging a multitude of human rights
abuses.

An expert on Sovict foreign policy disagreed.
Alvin Rubinstein, a professor of political science
at the University of Pennsylvania, said that “with
the prospect of a human rights conference in 1990
or 1991, the Sovict Union will be on rclatively
good behavior in terms of emigration.

“The number of Jews, Armcnians and Ger-
mans will probably be at least as good as it has
been in this. and the past year, and maybe bet-
ter,” he said.

The NCSJ’s Shinbaum pointed out that if the
Soviet -Union does not scem to be complying with
the Vienna agreement, the United States can pull
out of the Moscow conference.

Another expert on Sovict affairs said that
Soviet lcader - Mikhail Gorbachev' has no choice
but' to- abandon: the ‘“‘hard linc.” “Human' rights
issues arc an unnccessary - obstacle ‘to “his ‘rap-
prochement® with the West,” said Vladimir Tis-
mancanu, a resident scholar at the Forcign Policy
Rescarch Institute in Philadelphia.

“They want to show a different face, arc
struggling to change the image of their socicty. |
don’t say all thc refuseniks will be getting a visa
at  this ‘moment -- ' there ~arc  still stipulations
about ‘statc secrcts. At-thc same time, the atti-
tude of the authoritics is getting milder.”

Among the 35 nations, only Romania opposed
the agreement- when it was presented on Sunday,
saying it would not fcel obliged to implement the

~agreement. Romania is thought to have one of the

worst human rights records in the East bloc.

BAKER SAYS NEW ADMINISTRATION
IS AGAINST A PALESTINIAN STATE
By David Friedman

WASHINGTON, Jan. 17 (JTA) -- Sccretary of
State-designate James Baker III made. clear Tues-
day that the incoming Bush administration ‘is
opposed to a 'scparatc. Palestinian state, despite
the dialoguc the United States has opcned with
the Palestine Liberation Organization.

Baker outlined. his position in an opening
statement to the Senate Foreign Relations Com-
mittee, which began hearings on his confirmation
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as sccretary of state three days before. George
Bush is to be inaugurated as president.

Baker stressed that the Bush administration
will continue the Reagan administration’s foreign
policy in the Middle East.

“The existence of the dialogue (with the
PLO) should not lead anyone to misunderstand our
overall policy or question our enduring support
for the Statc of Israel,” he said.

“Nor have we altered our belief that an
independent Palestinian state will not be a source
of stability or contribute to a just and enduring
peace,” he said.

Baker also said Tuesday that the Bush
administration would continue the efforts .of the
outgoing administration in secking to bring about
peace in the Middle East.

“Today the rocks are flying and the blood is
flowing betwcen the Palestinians and Israclis in
the arcas under Isracli military administration,”
he said.

“We arc determined to build upon the
achicvements of our predecessors in changing that
situation, which must be the foundation of a
secure peace.”

In discussing the Soviet Union, Baker said
that the necw administration will continuc to press
the Soviet Union on human rights issucs.

“And human rights mecans full compliance
with the Heclsinki accords,” he said. “There can
be no relaxation of our standards on this issue,”
he said.

Throughout his testimony Tucsday morning,
Baker stressed that he would work for a biparti-
san forcign policy and made an appeal “for a
kinder and gentler Congress” to work with him.

U.S. DENIES PLO HELPFUL IN INQUIRY
By Howard Rosenberg

WASHINGTON, Jan. 17 (JTA) -- The Statc
Dcpartment Tuesday denied a press report that
the Palestine Liberation Organization has .been
‘“exceedingly valuable” in the Pan Amcrican World
Airways Flight 103 crash investigation.

Dennis Harter, director of the Office of
Press Relations, told reporters at the daily brief-
ing, “We¢ would welcome assistance from any
legitimate source in this investigation.”

He added, “To our knowledge, however, the
PLO has not provided such assistance.”

The Washington Post quoted ABC Ncws
sources in the PLO as saying ‘“several dozen PLO
intclligence agents” have been  working - with
British and West German investigators and have
delivered “‘exccedingly valuable” information in
the case. .

The United States belicves that a terrorist
bomb caused the planc to crash over Lockerbic,
Scotland, on Decc. 21,

In a scparate development, Harter and White
Housc spokesman Marlin Fitzwater said Tucsday
that the United States has not received any
request from PLO leader Yasir Arafat to address
thc Amcrican-Arab Anti-Discrimination Commit-
tee’s annual convention April 13.

An Arafat application would test the staying
power of outgoing Sccretary .of State George
Shultz’s Nov. 26 rejection of an Arafat visa
request to address the United Nations. .

Faris Bouhafa, a spokesman for the Anti-
Discrimination Committee, said this is the first
time Arafat has been invited to the group's
convention, although he addressed it by satellite
in 1985.

THREE MORE ARABS KILLED TUESDAY,
AS SOLDIERS COMPLAIN TO SHAMIR
By Gil Sedan

JERUSALEM, Jan. 17 (JTA). -- Three more
Palestinian' youths died Tuesday as a result of
clashes with the Isracl Defense Force.

The latest deaths brought to nine the num-
ber of fatalities since the beginning of a weekend
of violence in the West Bank and Gaza Strip.

Tuesday’s victims werc identificd as Samer
el-Kassen, 17, shot to death .in Jenin; Ibrahim
Abu-Siam, 17, killed during rioting in the Farah
refugee camp, ncar Nablus; and Issa ¢l-Manasra of
Bani Naim village, who .died. in_East Jerusalem’s
Mokassed Hospital of wounds. inflicted. during a
clash with soldiers 10 days ago.

Prcmier Yitzhak Shamir, who visited Nablus
on Tuesday, was told by soldiers there that
military regulations were routinely violated in
efforts to suppress the uprising.

They alleged ‘that neither the senior officers
nor the politicians know what is really going on.
And .they told the prime minister that a political
solution is urgently nceded.

The IDF, meanwhile, is determined to ‘‘go all
thec way” to cnd ‘“the plaguc” of rock-throwing
attacks, according to thc army advocate general,
Amnon Strashnov.

Three houses were demolished in the West
Bank on Tuesday and two werc scaled off. Ac-
cording to the IDF, they belonged to five young
Palestinians, alleged to be members of a. “rock-
throwing cell,” whose attacks injured Jewish bus
and car passengers in the territory.

Dcfense .Minister . Yitzhak. Rabin. attributed
the recent rise in- casualtics to the rcopening of
high schools in the territorics.

The West Bank civil administration closed
seven schools ~Tuesday as a punitive mecasure.
They had been rcopened less than a week, after a
prolonged shutdown.

The administration threatenced to close any
school whosc students participated in demonstra-
tions, cven if. it mecant “a whole school yecar goes
down the drain.”

SIGNS OF LIKUD FLEXIBILITY EMERGE
By Gil Sedan

JERUSALEM, Jan. 17 (JTA) -- Signs arc
growing in Jerusalem that Isracl 'is trying to
regain the political momentum that. has lately
shifted to the Palestinc Liberation Organization.

Moshe - Arens, the hawkish' Likud forcign
minister, surprised both the left and the right in
the Knesset Forcign Affairs and Defense. Commit-,
tec on Tuesday with an uncharacteristically
modecrate specech.

“In my opinion there is room for an Isracli
initiative. We don’t have to stick to all the old

positions, to build a wall of stones and change
nothing,” Arcns said.
His remarks dclighted - leftists like  Yossi

Sarid of the Citizens' Rights Movement, but stun-
ncd Hanan Porat, a hard-line’ member of  the
National Religious Party.

Porat, who is associated with militant Gush
Emunim scttlers movement, warned - Arens against
proposed . free. clections in the administered terri-
torics. “They  will bring a tragedy. We know who
will be clected and what flags would. fly.”

Arcns cmphatically 'denied reports “that he
has alrcady submitted an Israeli peace initiative
to the United States.
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CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC
RESUMES TIES WITH ISRAEL
By Hugh Orgel

TEL AVIV, Jan. 17 (JTA) -- The Central
African Republic’s decision to resume diplomatic
ties with Isracl has been well received in Jerusa-
lem, especially in light of the political momentum
gained by the Palestine Liberation Organization in
recent weeks. ;

The Prime Minister’s Office and the Forcign
Ministry were reported especially pleased, even
though the republic only a month ago recognized
the independent Palestinian state proclaimed by
PLO chicf Yasir Arafat.
- Prime - Minister  Yitzhak * Shamir’s ~ media
spokesman, Avi Pazner, expressed hope Monday,
when the diplomatic move was announced, that
other African states would follow the examples of
the Central African Republic and Kenya, which
resumed ties with Isracl on Dec. 30.

All but four African countries broke diplo-
matic relations with Isracl during the 1973 Yom
Kippur War, as a' gesture of solidarity with Egypt.

The Central African Republic is the seventh
black African state that has restored relations in
recent years.

Its foreign minister announced thc decision
following' a meecting between President Andre
Kolingba and a high-level Isracli- delcgation in
Bangui, the nation’s capital.

The Forcngn Ministry and special envoy
David Kimche,” meanwhile, are in ‘contact with
Nigeria, Mozambique -and other African nations in
an effort to re-establish diplomatic relations.

BELGIAN CHARGED WITH SHIPPING
CHEMICALS FOR LIBYAN PLANT
By Yossi Lempkowicz

BRUSSELS, Jan. 17 (JTA) -- A Belgian
shipping 'exccutiveé faces charges of falsifying
documents to' conceal the shipment of construc-
tion material and chemicals to Libya.

Louis Gedopt, 44, director gencral of the
Antwerp-based Cross Link Shipping Co., is sus-
pected of having had contacts with West German
companics believed to be helping Libya build its
Rabta plant, which the United Sates says is
producing chemical weapons.

The  Belgian authorities are reported to be
investigating cargo --- loaded -at Hamburg and
officially destined for Hong Kong -- which is
being diverted-at Antwerp and routed to Libya by
Cross Link.

Gedopt is suspected-of falsifying documents
to circumvent West. German  restrictions on c¢x-
ports to Libya. He is also under investigation for
~his financial records.

In  West Germany, meanwhile, Chancellor
Helmut Kohl has run into trouble for concealing
the involvement of German companics with the
Libyan chemical plant.

The chancellor’s belated admission last week
that  American allegations ~ were - “substantial”
touched off a storm in thc Bundestag.

The opposition Social Democratic Party and
Green Party have demanded ‘an-inquiry, and the
Bundestag’s Permanent Committee, which supervi-
ses the Seccret Service, will' meet Jan. 25 to find
out why the government suppressed information.

The West German ncws media have donc a
complcte about-face. A  week ago, newspapers and
television were complaining of an American smear
campaign, “which '‘'some said was launched by

Jewish-controlled
interests.

But on Monday, the mass circulation weekly
news magazine Der Spicgel stated flatly that West
Germany was helping Libya acquire the capability
to attack Israel by air.

The weckly claimed German companics were
providing the technology for mid-air refucling of
Libyan fighter planes, as part of a Libyan plan to
attack Israel with chemical weapons.

(JTA correspondent -David Kantor in
contributed to this report.)

publications serving Israeli

Bonn

SYRIA DENIES FRANCE'S REQUEST
FOR EXTRADITION OF NAZI BRUNNER
By Edwin Eytan

PARIS, Jan. 17 (JTA) -- The Syrian govern-
ment, continuing to. insist it has no knowledge of
the whercabouts of wanted Nazi war criminal
Alois Brunner, turncd down the extradition re-
quest made by France in a formal submission to
Damascus on Dec. 27.

Brunner, known to have lived inSyria for
more ‘than 30 ‘ycars, was scntenced to death”in
absentia in France in 1954 for war crimes.

The Nazi, a top aide to Adolf Eichmann, was
responsible for the wartime deportations of tens
of thousands of Jcws from  France, Germany,
Austria and' Greece' to decath  camps .in Eastern
Europe.

The latest extradition rcquest charges Brun-
ner, 76, with ~crimes ‘against humanity which;
unlike war crimes, arec not subject to a statute of
limitations.

The charges are based on new documents
produccd by Nazi-hunter “Scrge - Klarsfeld, - the
French lawyer ‘responsible for the trial and con-
viction of Klaus Barbie, who was known as thc
“Butcher of Lyon.”

The Syrian minister of information, Moham-
mad Salman, was quoted by Le Monde on Saturday
as saying - of Brunner, ‘“Wc -have never heard
about this man.”

The minister: added, “We are surprised that
France has asked for his extradition after we told
the West German authoritics a- few years ago that
this man is not in Damascus or in Syria.”

Le Mondc said that Brunner may have:left
Damascus last October after President. Kurt Wald-
hecim of Austria visited there and: rencwed Aus-
tria’s extradition request.

0SI BEGINS DEPORTATION HEARINGS
AGAINST FORMER AUSCHWITZ GUARD
By Susan Birnbaum

NEW YORK, Jan: 17 (JTA) -- The Justice
Department’s Office of Special Investigations has
begun ~deportation hcarings against Johann Dorth,
an SS guard at the Auschwitz death camp now
living in the Cincinnati arca.

Dorth, 64, who lives in Fairficld, Ohio,
served in the  Waffen-SS ‘Death’s' Head units
between 1942 and 1944, “according to Holocaust
Survivors ‘and Friends “in -Pursuit of Justice, an
independent Albany-based group.

It 'is  alleged that Dorth “assisted ‘in the
persecution of - prisoners,” including their forcible
confincment and subjection to slave labor, physx-
cal abuse, and extermination.

OsI chargcd that.'Dorth “willfully conccalcd
his SS service from American immigration author-
itics in 1951, when he cntered the country under
the Displaced Persons ‘Act of 1948.
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CONGRESS TO BE LOBBIED ON EVERYTHING
FROM ARMS SALES TO AID FOR YESHIVOT
By Howard Rosenberg

WASHINGTON, Jan. 17 (JTA) -- The 10lst
Congress does not get into full swing until next
week, but Jewish groups are already preparing for
their annual lobbying effort on behalf of Israel,
Sovict Jewry, and domestic programs.

On the Israel front, they will be working for
the next 10 months on securing the $3 billion in
aid to Israel recommended by President Reagan to
Congress in his Jan. 9 budget request for the
1990 fiscal year.

They hope to persuade Congress not to cut
the Rcagan rcquest for a 6.6 percent increase in
the total foreign aid budget for the fiscal yecar,
which begins Oct. 1. Cuts to other aid recipients
could create greater resentment at Isracl’s share
of the pie.

The Recagan budget contains one other
carmark of funds for Isracl: $207 million for a
construction of a Voice of America transmitter in
the Negev. Congress allocated $34 million for
construction of the transmitter in the current
fiscal year.

For Isracl’s Arrow anti-tactical ballistic
missile project, funded by the Strategic Defense
Initiative, between $75 million and $100 million is
cxpected, a pro-Isracl source said.

Funding for other wecapons programs also
will come later, but one recent development saw
$22 million in Pentagon funding of a joint venturc
between Tadiran Ltd. of Tel Aviv and Hazceltine
Corp. of Greenlawn, N.Y.

Soviet Trade Sanctions

Pro-Isracl activists hope to sce legislation
that lowers Isracl’s cost of procuring U.S. weap-
ons. Such an arrangement was made when Isracl
bought 75 F-16 fighter planes last year.

US. Jewish groups will likely be lukewarm

about sccing Congress approve arms sales to Arab
countrics. An arms salc cstimated between $5
billion and $12 billion is cxpected to be proposed
for Saudi Arabia this spring. It is likely to in-
clude F-18 fighter plancs.
On Soviet Jewry, Congress could conccivably
lift Stevenson and Jackson-Vanik amendment
sanctions against the Soviet Union and other East
Europcan countries, which since 1974 have respec-
tively denied U.S. government aid and most-favor-
cd-nation trade status to various
countrics.

Jewish groups fecl that the Reagan budget
request for rescttling cmigrants from Eastern
European countries -will not be cnough for 1990,
let alone allocations for this fiscal year. They are
sccking an increasc in the number of refugee
slots from the Soviet Union as well as increased
funds to handlc these numbers.

On Ethiopian Jewry, a joint rcsolution in
Congress urging family reunification between Jews
in Ethiopia and family members living in Isracl
may be adopted, said Will Recant, exccutive
director of the American Association for Ethiopian
Jews. A major lobbying cffort on Capitol Hill is
scheduled for April 12,

As for the domestic agenda, the big item not
voted on by thc 100th Congress is a bill that
would require the Justice Department to. gather
statistics on crimes motivated by hate.

Other issucs being closely watched arc long-
term health care, . gun control, parental lcave,
immigration and cfforts at making English the

communist

official language.

The Jewish groups are seeking more federal
housing funds, which would benefit middle-income
and elderly Jews. Housing and Urban Development
Secretary-designate ‘Jack  Kemp is said to be
responsive to that cause.

B’nai Brith International has received about
$100 million in loans to build 21 low-income
facilities for elderly Jews, with four more en-
visioned, said Mark Olshan, director of senior
citizens’ housing for the organization.

Child Car ampaign Financin

Some Jewish groups are also secking reforms
of campaign-financing laws, even though the
likely result would be limits on contributions by
political action committees. Pro-Isracl ~PACs
contributed more than $3 million in the 1987-88
clection cycle.

Jerome Chanes, co-director of domestic
concerns at the National Jewish Community Rela-
tions Advisory Council, said. the umbrella: group
supports- ncw oil import taxes over gasoline taxcs,
in part because it ‘“slugs OPEC,” the 13-member
Organization of Pectrolcum Exporting Countrics
dominated by Arab countries.

The Council of Jewish Federations is trying
to prevent passage of unrelated business income
taxes, which could cost synagogues millions of
dollars from profits from synagogue bazaars and
gift shops.

Jewish organizations arc supporting federal
funding for nonscctarian child-carc programs at
synagoguecs and churches. But several are insisting
on language prohibiting .synagogues and churches
from discriminating on thc basis of recligion in
hiring child-care workers or in cnrolling children.

Agudath Isracl of America, which opened its
Washington office Sept. 1, is the newest player in
town. It has embarked on an unprecedented
program to protect the religious rights of Ortho-
dox Jews.

It is sccking legislation’ that would forbid
Shabbat shipments through' interstate commerce of
certain items not allowed to be shipped ‘that day
under Jewish law, such as kosher food or tefillin.

In addition, it is sccking federal special
cducation funds' for disabled yeshiva students,
which could save yeshivot $3 million.

Jewish organizations also will keep a close
watch on the Bush administration’s nominations
for the judicial branch, which must be confirmed
by the Senate. Of particular concern is the health
of the three Supreme Court justices who arc 80
years or older.

* Two of the three justices, William Brennan
Jr., 82, and Thurgood Marshall, 80, arc liberals.
Harry Blackmun, 80, a Nixon appointee, wrote the
1973 decision lcgalizing abortion and has voted
morc often. than not in recent: years with the
liberal minority on a range of civil liberties
issues.

Scveral Jewish groups broke tradition in 1987
when. they opposed a Supreme Court nomince,
Robert Bork.

Chanes of NJCRAC said the council will be
monitoring Bush’s nominations to federal judge-
ships. He said special attention will be paid to 35
judgeships pending for Bush to fill.

Bush may proposc constitutional amendments
banning abortion' and supporting school prayer.

Most of the Jewish groups here opposc such
amendments outright.




