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JEWISH CULTURAL CENTER TO OPEN
IN MOSCOW NEXT MONTH WITH FESTIVAL

NEW YORK, Jan. 16 (JTA) -- The Solomon
Mikhoels Center, the Soviet Union’s first official-
ly sanctioned Jewish cultural center in more than
a half century, will open in Moscow on Feb. 12,
Edgar Bronfman, president of the World Jewish
Congress announced Monday.

It will offer books and films on- Jewish
history and ' culture, an art ‘gallery of Jewish
artists, lectures, concerts, special exhibitions,
seminars and Hebrew classes.

The opening is part of a “Festival of Jewish
Culture” ‘in the Soviet capital to run from Feb.
12 to 22.

Bronfman stressed the historic significance
of the event. “The Soviet government has given
official recognition to the right of Jews to parti-
cipate in their national cultural heritage,” he
said.

The new center is named for Solomon (Shlo-
mo) Mikhoels, the Jewish actor and cultural leader
murdered at the orders of Josef Stalin in 1948. It
is housed in what was formerly the Yiddish State
Theater of which Mikhocls was the director.

The Mikhocls Center was established  with
the approval of the Soviet Ministry of Culture
following negotiations with WJIC Vice President Isi
Leibler on Oct. 21. Leibler is head of the Aus-
tralian Jewish community in Melbourne.

Confirmation -of .a iiberalized:Sovict policy
toward its Jewish-community was given to ‘Bronf-
man during his mectings in November with For-
cign Minister Eduard Shevardnadze and- other
senior officials in' Moscow.

Bronfman, speaking Thursday ecvening in
Columbus, Ohio, said, “This new development
offers a great window of opportunity that Jews in
the Diaspora and in Isracl must take advantage of
now, for no one can tell how long the window
will remain open.”

He noted there “arc new opportunities to
practice the Jewish faith and express Jewish
culture that the Soviet regime has recently made
possible.”

Exhibit On The Holocaust

Bronfman - will - be  joined by Nobecl Peace
Prize winner Elie Wiesel, who will deliver the
major address at the official opening ceremonics
for:the center next month:

Another participant will be the prominent
Isracli poet, Yechuda Amichai.

Mikhoel's daughter and granddaughter will
come from Isracl to attend.as “testimony to the
government rehabilitation of Soviet Jewish martyrs
killed during the Stalinist black years,” the WIC
said.

The - Los Angeles-based - Simon  Wiescnthal
Center will present -the Moscow center with: the
first exhibit. on the Holocaust - produced by a
Jewish institution to be- officially shown in the
USSR.

It is titled “Courage to. Remember” and is in
the Russian languagc

‘.. Jewish singers from Isracl, thc United -States
and Australia will join Soviet Jewish: performers
in an opening concert that will include traditional
and modern:Hebrew songs.

BELGIANS MAY FREE TERRORIST
IN RUMORED SWAP FOR HOSTAGES
By Yossi Lempkowicz

BRUSSELS, Jan. 16 (JTA) -- A Palestinian
terrorist serving a lifc sentence for fatally at-
tacking Jewish ‘schoolchildren in Antwerp nearly
10 years ago could be freed momentarily, accord-
ing to unconfirmed rcports here over the week-
end.

Authorities here would release the man in
exchange for five Bcelgians held captive by the
Abu Nidal gang, the reports say. But the Justice
Ministry has flatly denied any such deal is in the
works.

Local press - accounts said the  terrorist,
Nasser Ali Sayed, will receive a government-
approved ‘furlough for ‘good behavior” and be
allowed to “disappecar” discreetly.

He is serving time at the Leuven Central
Prison, northeast of Brussels, where he reportedly
receives mail and has access to public telephones.

A rccent letter from Beirut, Lcbanon, in-
formed him that “cverything is done.to get his
release from jail,” newspapers here reported. The
prisoner has spoken by tclephone to ‘“‘mysterious
partics” in Jordan and Syria, the reports said.

Rumors that an exchange might be negoti-
ated surfaced last month when two young French
children, the sisters Marie-Laure and  Virginie
Valente, were freed in Libya by the Abu Nidal
gang.

The youngsters are the daughters -of a
French woman, Jacqueline Valente, who is. still in
captivity. They  were cruising with a Belgian
family, the Houtckins, - when their - yacht, the
Silco, was captured by terrorists in .the Eastern
Mediterranean in November 1987,

Accused Of Spying For Tsrael

The Abu’Nidal group accused them of -being
Jewish spies for Isracl. None of the: captives is
Jewish. But the rcal rcason for the kidnapping
may have been to take Belgian nationals hostage
for the release of Sayed.

His was a particularly hcinous crime. In July
1979, he aimed a grenade attack at Jewish school-
children boarding a bus in Antwerp for a summer
camp. One of them, a French bo ‘_was fatally
wounded.

Sayed was apprehended and scntcnccd to life
imprisonment in July 1980. He admitted to mem-
bership in the Fatah Revolutionary Council, an
extremist terrorist group hcaded by Abu Nidal.

Sayed also planned to attack an El Al plane
atuBrusscls’ international airport. That was. foiled
when ‘police found cxplosives in his hotel room. :

' In addition’ to Valente, the terrorists contin-
uc to hold Fernand Houtckins; his. brother, Em-
manuel; Emmanuél’s ‘wife,  Godelieve; and - their
teen-aged children, Laurent and Valcnc

The Fatah Revolutionary Council ongmnlly
said their yacht was scized off the Gaza Strip
and that the alleged spies were taken to.a port in
Lcbanon.

But it appears now that thcy may havc bccn
seized off the Libyan coast ‘and. imprisoned “in
Libya all ‘along. That theory gained credence by
the fact that the two .French: children were freed
in Libya, not in Lebanon.
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HEAD OF GREEK JEWISH COMMUNITY
URGES BOYCOTT OF GREEK MINISTER
By Susan Birnbaum

NEW YORK, Jan. 16 (JTA) -- The president
of the Greek Jewish community has called for
world ostracism of the Greek justice  minister
because of his decision to refuse Italy’s request
to extradite a Palestinian.

The Palestinian, Abdel Osama al-Zomar, is
believed responsible for the October 1982 machine
gun and grenade attack on Rome’s main syna-
gogue, which left a 3-year-old Jewish boy dead
and 35 worshipers wounded.

Joseph Lovinger, on a visit to New York,
urged the World Jewish Congress to support his
decision on Greek Justice Minister Vassillis Rotis.

“So long as Rotis is still justice minister, he
should be boycotted,” Lovinger said.

The WIC resolved to strongly inform the
government of Greece that the move to release
Zomar to Libya last month was a grave mistake
that will have serious conscquences in rclations
with both Jews and the international community.

On Dcc. 5, Rotis said that Zomar, 27, would
not be handed over to the Italian authoritics for
trial, overturning an Oct. 1984 Greck Supreme
Court ruling that Zomar be extradited.

Rotis explained that Zomar, who was re-
lcased from prison after serving 20 months of a
two-year scntence, had acted as a “freedom-
fighter.” Zomar is belicved to have flown to
Libya following his release.

Lovinger, who is also vice president of the
Europcan Jewish Congress, presented to the WIC-
Amcrican Scction a letter he wrote to a Greek
newspaper decrying Rotis’ decision ‘as “a huge
moral crime.”

A Gangster, Not A Patriot

Lovinger said that Zomar, “who killed a 3-
year-old boy, is not a patriot. He is a gangster.”

Elan Steinberg, WIC cxccutive dircctor, said
the group’s Amecrican Scction would “authorize
the WJCongress to initiate contacts with Greek
authorities to seck proper redress.”

Further plans include;

* Contacts with the U.S. Congress with a
view toward cutting the aid level to Greece.

* Initiating a tourist boycott and advisory
about travels to Greece, via all channels.

* Trcating Rotis as a pariah in the interna-
tional community.

* Initiating action to ecnsurc that a similar
situation docs not develop with Mohammed Rashid.

Rashid is a Palestinian being held in a Greek
prison while the Greck Supreme Court reviews a
lower court’s decision to allow the United. States
to cxtradite Rashid. .

The United States accuses the 39-year-old
Rashid of planting a bomb on a Pan Am 747 flight
from Tokyo to Honolulu in 1982. It killed a
Japanese teen-ager and wounded 15 others aboard.

ARAFAT TELLS GREEK SUPPORTERS
THAT ISRAEL IS OBSTACLE TO PEACE
By Jean Cohen

ATHENS, Jan. 16 (JTA) -- Palestine Libera-
tion Organization leader Yasir Arafat said here
last week that his only problem with Isracl is
“that Isracl will not accept peace.” ¢ o

He conceded that not all factions of the
PLO arc rcady for pcace. But “we have a bigger
majority in the PLO than the Isracli government

has,” Arafat declared at a news conference during
a 24-hour visit here last week.

He came here for talks in advance of his
scheduled Jan. 24 meeting in Madrid with the
European C ity “troika” igned to deal
with the Middle East conflict: the foreign minis-
ters of Spain, France and Greece.

Arafat got ‘an enthusiastic welcome’ from
Prime Minister Andreas Papandreou, who said he
fully supported an independent Palestinian state
and was sure it would materialize.

Papandreou noted that his ruling Socialist
party has always backed Palestinian aspirations.
“We will continue the-struggle until an independ-
cnt state emerges and begins functioning,” he
told Arafat. “

The PLO chicf also met with Foreign Minis-
ter Karolos Papoulias, whom he will see in Madrid
next weck, along with the Spanish foreign minis-
ter, Francisco Fernandez Ordonez; and Foreign
Minister Roland Dumas of France.

Arafat was rclaxed and good humored at his
news conference. He acknowledged that “we have
our diffcrences of opinion” in the PLO. “There is
a minority with its own vicws, but we arc a
democratic organization,” he said.

Asked what arc his problems now with
Isracl, Arafat replied: “My first problem is that
Israel will not accept peace, my second problem is
that Isracl will not accept peace, my third prob-
lem is that Israel will not accept peace, and my
10th problem is that Isracl will  not accept
peace.” .
Hec repeated his renunciation of terrorism in
all of its forms, including “state terrorism.”

PLO’S ‘NATIONAL SOCCER TEAM’
RECEIVES. A WELCOME IN ITALY
By Ruth E. Gruber

ROME, Jan. 16 (JTA) -- The “national
soccer tecam™ of the Palestine Liberation Organi-
zation has started to play a scries of matches in
Ttaly.

They arc- the [irst games the Palestinians
have played in a non-Arab state, and Isracl has
alrcady protested.

“Every  country that - establishes  sports
rclations with the PLO should remember the first
sports cvent the PLO took part in ---Munich in
1972, Forcign Ministry spokesman Alon Liel said
in Jerusalem on Friday.

He was. referring to the massacre of the
Isracli athletes at the Olympic games:in Munich,
West Germany, in September 1972 by Palestinian
terrorists, +

Licl complained that the PLO soccer tour
was_ another Italian  gesture- in* support-of the
independent Palestinian state proclaimed by Yasir
Arafat in Algiers two months ago.

The PLO team secems to be trying to stake a
claim to participate in the 1992 Olympics, which
arc to be held in Barcelona, Spain.

The Italian - tour will have “clear political
significance,” said Ammar  Nasnas, the cultural
affairs officer at the PLO office in Rome, at a
news conference Friday.

“It is part of :a widespread campaign to: lct
people know that we are not just a people com-
posed of guerrillas,” the PLO spokesman said.

The PLO team is composed of amatcurs who
have:'played “for’ ‘teams. in; Kuwait, - Iraq; Saudi
Arabia and Syria. They are being matched against
amatecur teams in Italy, but may play at least one
game against an Italian professional team,
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ANNE POLLARD TRANSFERRED ABRUPTLY
FROM HOSPITAL TO PRISON, SAYS FAMILY
By Susan Birnbaum

NEW YORK, Jan. 16 (JTA) -- Family and
supporters of Anne Henderson Pollard claim she
was wrested abruptly from medical treatment in a
Connecticut hospital Saturday and returned with-
out warning to a prison t‘amlny in Rochester,
Minn.

The family says Pollard was taken from her
bed at Danbury General Hospital and that intra-
venous tubes were disconnected by prison guards
in order to remove her from the bed.

Pollard’s father said she collapsed. .in the
Danbury prison ladies’ room.

Pollard, whose family says she suffers from
a rare digestive disorder, is serving two concur-
rent five-year prison terms for being an accessory
to her husband, Jonathan Pollard, a former civil-
ian Navy defense analyst sentenced to life impri-
sonment for spying for Israel.

No  eyewitnesses were available to verify
Anne Pollard’s’ removal from thc' hospital.. The
hospital and a physician that Pollard’s family says
treated her favorably were cnjoined from talking
to the ncws. media and referred all calls to the
Danbury prison.

A Danbury prison spokesman said the trans-
fer was made to cnable Pollard to have correct
medical trcatment.

Other government officials were not availa-
ble for comment on Monday, the Martin Luther
King Day holiday.

Dehvdrated And Malnourished X

Pollard "had been transferred to Danbury
“General Wednesday from Danbury Prison Camp, a
minimum security prison. Her family said a prison
doctor -diagnosed her as being dchydrated and
malnourished.

Pollard’s prison - assignments  have  been
somewhat circuitous. She was transferred to the
Danbury ‘prison on Sept. 1 from ‘the Federal
Corrcctional - Institution - in Rochester, Minn., a
hospital prison closc by the Mayo Clinic. She ‘is
presently the ‘only female inmate there.

She was: sent ‘there because of the family’s
insistence that her medical condition was deteri-
orating. Prior to the Rochester prison facility,
Pollard was in federal prison in Lexington, Ky.

Bernard "Henderson, Pollard’s father, claimed
his daughter’s health had deteriorated dramatically
at the Rochester prison and said medical testing
was not adequate.

The exccutive ' assistant for the Rochester
prison warden, John Chreno, could only confirm
Pollard "was transferred there Saturday and said
“she ‘is’ receiving adequatec medical care and
treatment, as she always has.”

TEAM PICKED TO CONCLUDE TABA TALKS
By Gil Sedan

JERUSALEM, Jan. 16 (JTA) -- The Inner
Cabinct appointed an Isracli delegation Monday to
ncgotiate unresolved issues’ with Egypt, which will
soon takc possession of the disputed Taba arca
awarded it by international arbitration last year.

The Isracli- tcam will be headed by Reuven
Merhay, dircctor’ general of the Foreign Ministry.. .

It will ‘meet “the Egyptians 'at the Avia
Soncsta Hotel in Taba, the fate of which will be
one of the matters under discussion:

The luxury resort was built by ‘Isracliin-"

vestors some years ago. It will be sold to Egyp-
tian owners in compliance with Egyptian law, But
the Israclis would like to retain a 49 percent
interest and continue to manage the hotel.

The appointment of the negotiating tcam
wound up the Inner Cabinet’s discussion of Taba.

The 10-member pohcy making group, cvenly
divided between ‘Likud and Labor ministers, rc-
jected a proposal by Industry and Trade Minister
Ariel Sharon to make the return of Taba to Egypt
conditional on lmprovcd Egyptian trade rclations.

Meanwhile, the opposition right-wing Tchiya
party ‘will' introduce a no-confidence motion on
the Taba issuc in the Knesset this week.

“SIX MORE ARAB FATALITIES REPORTED;

EGGED BUS FIREBOMBED IN JERUSALEM
By Gil Sedan

JERUSALEM, Jan. 16 (JTA) -- Two‘PnIcstin-
ian youths dicd Monday, bringing to’six the
number of Arab fatalitics ‘over the weckend in
clashes with the Isracl Defense Force.

At lcast 40 Arabs have been wounded in
violent disturbances in the West Bank and Gaza
Strip since Friday.

 Violence spread to East Jerusalem, where a
gasoline bomb sct. fire to an Egged bus Monday
night.

Only the driver ‘was injured. He was taken
to Hadassah Hospital ‘'on Mount Scopus for treat-
ment of slight burns. There were no passengers
on’ the: bus at the time of the attack. The vehicle
was completely gutted.

The incident occurred at 6:30 p.m. local time
in the Sheikh Jarrah ncighborhood. Several arrests
were made. Police chief “Yosef Ychudai said he
suspected terrorist cells active -in the area were
responsible.

In ‘the ‘West® Bnnk Hebron' became the focus
of tension Monday. The flarc-up of 'violence in
the ' territories  was  attributed in part to the
deaths of two young ‘Palestinian  girls - wounded
last week.

A general smkc was in effect in the terri-
torics Sunday, as the Cabinct devoted much of its
weekly session to.a discussion of mounting casu-
alties in the territorics and how thcy can “be
reduced.

Apparently,” the plastic bullets introduced
last ycar arc as Icthal as live ammunition,

About 26 Palestinian youths were killed in
the territories last month and 492 were wounded,
a .record number since the uprising began more
than 13 months ago.

16.1 PERCENT INFLATION_FOR 1988

By Hugh Orgel .

TEL AVIV, Jan. 16 (JTA) -- The cost of
living index rose a mere 0.5 percent in December,
bringing the Isracli inflation ratec for 1988 to 16.4
percent. . :

That is slightly higher: than the 1987 rate,
which was 16.1 percent. The figures were relcased
Sunday by the Central Burcau of Statistics.::

The govcrnmcnt cxpects a sharp mcrcasc
probably 5 percent, ‘in_the January price .index,
which.is to be. pubhshcd Feb. 15. R

", The ‘increase will rcflcct the devaluation o(
the shekel in January and. the reduction of pncc
subsidics, measures ordered, by Fmancc Minister
Shimon Peres soon after he took of fice: :

While. inflation is on the: rise again,. it is
small comparcd to the 1985 rate of 185.1 percent.
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HECKLERS HOUND HAUSER
OVER STOCKHOLM MEETING
By Andrew Silow Carroll

NEW YORK. Jan. 16 (JTA) -- Screaming
weollaborator,” “bitch” and ‘“exterminate the
Arabs,” a handful of hecklers managed to foil a
heavy security detail and turn a Middle East
discussion at New York’s 92nd Street Y into a
scene out of the “Morton Downey Jr. Show.”

The main target of the heckler’s venom
Thursday night was the program’s moderator, Rita
Hauser, who was one of the five American Jews
who met with Palestine Liberation Organization
chief Yasir Arafat Dec. 7 in Stockholm.

Her appearance at the Y, planned months in
advance of the Stockholm talks, sparked a protest
outside the community center by about 25 mem-
bers of the Manhattan region of the Zionist
Organization of America and affiliated groups.

They carried signs reading “Abu Rita,” and
distributed copies of photographs of Hauser
alongside Arafat.

But the four hecklers sitting in various parts
of the crowded auditorium identified themselves
only as representatives of a blunt philosophy
rejecting the PLO and calling for the expulsion or
“cxtermination” of the Arab inhabitants of the
West Bank and Gaza Strip.

Most of the other audience members ex-
pressed open outrage that the protesters were not
cjected from the hall, despite heavy security.
Audience members were scarched with metal
detectors before the event, a rarity for the Y.

Building personnel approached the hecklers a
number of times, and a policeman was secn at the
back of the hall. But the four, including a mid-
dlec-aged woman, remained in their seats and in
strong voice for the entire 90-minute program.

There were shoves and near fistfights in the
lobby after the program ended, and onc of the
hecklers declared loudly that heé would sue the Y
security guard who *“hit him with a blackjack.”

Surveying an carly melce, Thomas Fricdman,
participating in the discussion as former Jerusalem
burcau chief of The New York Times, said lace-
tiously, “I spent five years in Beirut. Who
thought I'd mect my end at the 92nd Street Y?”

Susan Glass, director of marketing and public
rclations at the Y, said Friday that *“by and
large, if we can succeed in making them stop
heckling we lcave them alone.”

However, as a result of Thursday night’s
incident, she said, “we are going to have a
serious talk internally about what to do in a case
like this.”

Hauser is scheduled to moderate a sccond
program in the series this week.

In between the shouting, the speakers: did
manage to discuss the billed topic, “Prospects for
Pcace in the Middle East” Panclists included
Fricdman; Ze’cv Schiff, military analyst for the
Isracli daily Haaretz; and Lewis Lapham, editor of
Harper’s Magazine.

LABOR PARTY OFFICIAL QUITS POST
By Hugh Orgel

TEL AVIV, Jan. 16 (JTA) -- Uzi Baram
resigned as secretary-general of the Labor Party
Sunday, citing ‘“decp ideological disagreements”
with the party’s leadership.

But he dcnied there was a
the party command.

His announcement .was widely seen as the

“rupture” with

opening of a campaxgn to replace party leader
Shimon Pcrcs, who is vice premier and finance
minister in the present government.

Peres did not comment immediately on
Baram's move.

Baram, a dove and one of his party’s young-
er generation, said his resignation was “an inevi-
table outcome” of his. opposition to Labor’s
decision last month to form a new coalition
government with Likud.

He told a news conference that hc repre-
sents a “sizeable part of the Labor Party that
believes the pursuit of peace is the central issuc
at this time.

“We are not a marginal group -- we repre-
sent" the ‘true’ spirit “of "the Labor Party,” Baram
said.

He criticized Peres for not “at least wel-
coming the slight chance that something good
might come” from the U.S. decision to open talks
with the Palestine Liberation Organization.

Baram has been Labor secretary-general
since 1984. He informed Peres and Defense Minis-
ter Yitzhak Rabin of  his intention :to quit on
Saturday. He will tender his resignation formally
at a meeting of the party leadership Thursday.

Speculation. is rife over who will succeed
him. Possible successors include two women,
former Health Minister Shoshana Arbeli-Almoslino
and Ora Namir, who werc both turned down for
Cabinct positions.

FIVE JAILED FOR ELECTION FRAUD
By Hugh Orgel

TEL AVIV, Jan. 16 (JTA) -- Three yeshiva
students and two women - from . the Orthodox
township of Bnei Brak were sentenced to prison
by a Tel Aviv magistrate Sunday for clection
fraud.

They pleaded guilty to casting illegal ballots
during the Nov. 1 Knesset elections.

Sentenced to four months  were students
Yitzhak Pinter, 36; Baruch Nissenbaum, 31; and
Yisracl Lerer. Sara. Kuperman, 45, and Haya
Stcizenberg, 35, got three months each.

The accused admitted they borrowed ecach
other’s identity cards in order to vote more than
once at different polling stations.

Lerer insisted he acted out of conscience
when he “loaned” his ID card to another man
without payment. He said he could not bring
himself to participate in- a Zionist -- meaning
sccular -- clection.

Judge Eliezer Cohen 'surprised the defend-
ants’ lawyers when he refused to accept a plea
bargain they had arranged with thc d:smct
attorney for suspended-sentences. o

“The defendants’ deeds endangered the basis
of Isracl’s democratic system,” the judge declared.

ISRAELI SATELLITE ENDS ITS ORBIT
By Hugh Orgel

; TEL. AVIV, Jan. 16 (JTA) -- Ofeck, Isracl’s
first  space satellite, re-entered the atmosphere
and disintegrated Sunday, 118 days after it was
launched on Sept. 19. )

It had remained in orbit almost four:times
longer than the onc-month life expectancy calcu-
lated. by the Isracl Space Agency -and Isracl
Aircraft ‘Industriés, the prime contractor in -its
construction,

Isracl expects to launch its second space
satellite, Ofek-2, within 18 to 24 ‘months.



