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U.N. RECOGNIZES PALESTINIAN STATE

By Edwin Eytan

U.S. ENVOY GONTACTS PLO

oward Rosenberg

UPGRADES PLO’S REPRESENTATIVE ?TAT@EC o ﬁg@ANGB FIRST MEETING

GENEVA, Dec. 15 (JTA) -- The U.N. Gcn:ral
Assembly  voted . overwhelmingly Thursd:
recognize the state of Palestine proclaim
Yasir Arafat in Algiers last month.

It also voted to upgrade the status of Ara-
fat’s Palestine Liberation Organization at the
United Nations.

The vote on' the combined resolution was
104-2, with 36 abstentions. Only the United States
and Israel were opposed.

It followed by hours an announcement Wed-
nesday evening in Washington that the United
States will hold a “substantive dialogue” with the
PLO. The move was a stunning reversal of Ameri-
can policy, which since 1975 has ruled out any
contact with the PLO.

But  the United States objected strongly
Thursday to' the U.N. resolution, strcssmg that its
new willingness to speak to the PLO in no way
implied recognition of a Palestinian state.

The PLO, until now a non-governmental
observer at the world organization, has been
raised to the level of a “Palestinc observer
delegation,” which is midway between an inde-
pendence movement and a non-member state.

The  resolution also “affirmed the need of
the Palestinian people to'exercise their sovereign-
ty over their territory occupied since 1967.”

On another “ballot,” the ‘General Assembly
voted 138-2, ‘with two abstentions, for a resolu-
tion calling on the U.N. secretary-general to help
convene an international conference under U.N.
auspices, with the participation of ‘all parties to
the Middle East conflict, including the PLO ‘“‘on
an cqual footing.”

Dismantling Of Settlements

©7:7The resolution,  introduced - by the Sovict
Union, asks’ for -Israel’s withdrawal from the
administered territories-and the dismantling of all
Jewish settlements in ‘the territories.

Both resolutions were assailed by Ambassador
Joseph Petrone, the U.S. permanent. representative
to the United Nations in Geneva.

He ‘maintained  they “were unheclpful and
inconsistent with' the ‘search for peace.” Such
one-sided - resolutions will only  make it more
difficult to bring the concerned parties ‘together
at'the very time-America is prepared to engage in
substantive talks with the PLO, the U.S. envoy
argued.

He added, “Our decision to engage.in a
dialogue ‘with the PLO should not be .taken to
imply acceptance or recognition by the USA of an
independent Palestinian state.” *

All of  the ‘Western European states, including
pro-Palestinian "Greece, abstained from voting to
recognize Palestine, as did many 'Latin’ American
and some African countries, But the United States
was ‘alone among the Western nations in rejecting
the resolutions; indicating that it remains isolated
from its'most important allies on the Mideast,

Only ‘two countries abstained from voting on
the resolution for'an international conference and

the dxsmamhng of Jewish scttlemcnts Canada and "~

Costa Rica.
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WASHINGTON Dec. 15 (JTA) -- US. Ambas-
sador g Tunisia Robert Pelletreau Jr. telephoned
an unnamed»‘Pal:snne Liberation  Organization
official Thursday and may meet with PLO officials
Friday, the State Department said Thursday.

Spokesman Charles Redman- said Pelletreau
“contacted PLO headquarters in- Tunis to work
out the arrangements for.a first meeting.”

Nancy Beck, a department spokeswoman, did
not name the PLO official contacted or what they
discussed, but: added . that the meeting would
probably take place Friday.

Redman was less definite, saying the mcenng
‘“could take place” Friday. He reaffirmed Sccre-
tary - of  State ' George Shultz’s statement that
Pelletreau is- “the only authorized U.S. channel
for this dialogue.”

Redman said the meeting will likely ‘be the
only one before President-clect George Bush takes
office Jan. 20. He added that the meeting is being
held now to fulfill the longstanding U.S. promise
to open a dialogue with the PLO once:it explicitly
recognized Israel’s right to  exist, renounced
terrorism and accepted U.N. Security Council
Resolutions 242 and 338.

The Arabic-speaking Pelletreau, 53, has been
ambassador to Tunisia since 1987. He was deputy
assistant secretary of defense for Near East and
South Asian affairs from 1980 to 1981 and: from
1985 to 1987, and was deputy assistant secretary
of state for Near Eastern and South: Asian affairs
from 1981 to 1983. .

U.S. MOVE DIVIDES ISRAELIS;
NEW ELECTIONS ARE POSSIBLE
By David Landau

JERUSALEM, Decc. 15- (JTA). -- Israel’s
official ‘expression. of regret Thursday over the
U.S. decision to begin .a ‘‘substantive dialogue”
with the Palestine Libcration Orgamzauon does
not reflect a politically united country.

In fact, divisions over the U.S. move could:
set back the latest:Labor-Likud: efforts to ‘estab-
lish a  broad-based coalition government.: Some
observers are predicting speedy new elections.

While Israclis were  clearly stunned.by the
unexpected.  news . from - Washington, - 'reactions
ranged from bitterness on. the far right to jubila-
tion on the far left.

There were differences too in the rcactxons
of Labor and Likud politicians.. . °

Prime . Minister . Yitzhak: Shamir's: media
spokesman, Avi.Pazner, insisted .that the reversal
of ~American . policy. would  not:‘change : Israel’s *
determination never .to.deal with the: PLO under
any circumstances.

Israel Television  reported Thursday that the
Likud. leader himself .was in an angry, depressed
mood . all.day: and ' had turncd .down:scores of»
interview requests.

Foreign Minister thmon Pcrcs thc Labor
Party leader, commented, “This is a- sad day for
all - of ‘us.” ‘He added, however, ‘that *“sadness
alone is no polxcy," and. urgcd a’.new: Xsrach
mmauvc
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Ezer Weizman, a Laborite minister without
portfolio, called the American move “a new
beginning (that) could lead to a happy ending.”

The leftist Mapam and Citizens Rights
Movement, ‘like Labor doves, hailed the PLO’s
“new moderation.”

oalition Talks ffer

On the right, there was anger and resent-
ment toward the United States.

A group of Jewish settlers from the West
Bank pitched tents outside Shamir's residence
Thursday night. They declared a hunger strike to
protest what they called the trend toward terri-
torial concessions. -

Some pundits believe the Labor-Likud coali-
tion talks have suffered, just when the two
parties scemed to be nearing an understanding.

Thosc circles say there is a growing feeling
in Likud, and especially in Shamir’s coterie, that
the possible advantages of a coalition partnership
with Labor have been weakened by the American
decision.

Until now, they say, Shamir wanted a broad
government to fight off the PLO “diplomatic
offensive.”

But now that PLO chief Yasir Arafat’s
offensive has succeeded, Shamir does not want to
contend with Laborite doves in his government.

Those very doves, including Weizman, Knes-
sct members Ora Namir, Yossi Beilin and others,
urged their party Thursday night to think twice
about a new unity government with Likud.

Isracl Television said Shamir would mect
privately with Peres late Thursday night “to
resolve the fate of the coalition talks, one way or
the other.”

But Shamir’s alternative, for “a ' narrow
Likud-led regime in partnership with the religious
and right-wing parties, also seemed to be fading.

Rabbi Eliczer Schach, spiritual mentor of
Degel HaTorah, and a strong influence: in Shas,
both ultra-Orthodox partics needed by Shamir,
was reported Thursday to have spoken in favor of
the American decision to talk to the PLO. His
grounds were said to be that the move would
ultimately “save lives.”

Given that situation, some observers believe
new Knesset clections to be imminent.

NEWS ANALYSIS:

DECISION TO OPEN TALKS WITH PLO
COULD STRAIN U.S.-ISRAELI TIES

By David Friedman

WASHINGTON, Dec. 15 (JTA) -- The Reagan
administration’s decision to open talks with the
Palestine Liberation Organization could leave a
legacy of renewed friction between ‘the United
States and Isracl for George Bush, when he
assumes the presidency Jan. 20.

A pcriod of tension may be’ahead between
the United States and Isracl, especially if the
talks with the PLO, being undertaken by Robert
Pelletrcau, the U.S. ambassador -in Tunisia, are’
scen as going well,

At the same time, the decision frees the
Bush White House of a commitment to Isracl that
has been upheld by the ‘last three administrations,
since it was first made in 1975 by then-Sccretary
of State Henry Kissinger.

Sccretary of State George Shultz, at a news
conference Wednesday night, made clear” that he
will not himself talk with PLO leader Yasir Arafat
or other PLO officials. He said the Arabic-speak-

ing Pelletreau is “the only authorized channel of
communications” with the PLO. For anyone else
to engage in the dialogue would be a decision of
the next administration.

Shultz conceded. that Israel may never nego-
tiate with the PLO.

“It's totally for Israel to ' make its own
decisions about what it wants to do, and there’s
nothing to be inferred judgmentally about what
they should do,” Shultz said.

However, Shultz and President Reagan
stressed that the decision did not lessen U.S.
support for Isracl and was aimed at moving the
peace process forward.

“We view this ‘development as one more step
toward the beginning of direct negotiations be-
tween the parties, which alone can lead to . a
comprehensive peace in the Middle East,” Reagan
said in a statement issued by the White House
Wednesday night. |

“The United States’ special commitment to
Isracl’s security and well-being remains unshaka-
ble,” Reagan said. “Indced, a major reason for
our entry into 'this dialogue is. to ‘help Israel
achieve the recognition and security it deserves.”

Shultz reiterated that the United States does
not accept ‘the decision at.the Palestine National
Council ‘meeting in Algiers last month to declare
an independent Palestinian state.

“The status of the, West Bank and Gaza
cannot. be determined by unilateral acts of either
side, but only through a process of negotiations,”
he said. .

‘Permanent’ End To Terrorism

Shultz. and Reagan also. stressed: that the
United States wants to be sure- that -the PLO’s
renunciation of terrorism.is fulfilled not just in
words, but in deeds.

The sccretary said terrorism’ will be the first
item on the agenda for Pelletreau when he speaks
with the PLO. “And we’ll make it clear that our
position about the importance of the renunciation
of ‘terrorism is central,” he said.

The Reagan statement. also . said that the
United States expects the PLO to live up. to the
statcments' made by Arafat at a news conference
in Geneva on Wednesday. “In particular, it must
demonstrate that its renunciation of. terrorism is
pervasive and permanent,” Reagan said.

Reagan said Thursday that if the PLO does
not live up to its word, “we certainly (will) break
of f communications.” /

Arafat said Wednesday that he has gone. as
far ‘as he can. “Enough is enough,” he said three
times. “All remaining matters should be discussed
around ‘the table and within the international
conference.” R R R L

This ‘leaves the Middle East peace  process
about where it was when. the agrecment between
Arafat and King Husscin of Jordan bogged down
in 1987. The issues now remain, the same’as then:
whether to convene an international conference
and who should represent. the Palestinians.

White House spokesman Marlin Fitzwater.
reiterated the US. position that it would accept
an_international conference, but only if. it leads
to direct negotiations and -is not”a substitute-for
it. Bush-has supported this. position “ :

But 'if -the. US-PLO dialogue makes any
progress, the Bush administration. could end up
pressing Isracl to accept the PLO .in negotiations.
Howcvcxv-,’ Fitzwater, who. - will be ~Bush’s press
secretary, said “we would not try to :dictate”
Isracli-talks with the PLO.
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SWEDEN WORKED BEHIND THE SCENES
TO GET ARAFAT TO MEET U.S. DEMANDS
By Edwin Eytan and Tamar Levy

GENEVA, Dec. 15 (JTA) -- Sweden played a
decisive role in = behind-the-scenes efforts to
persuade Yasir Arafat to'meet U.S. conditions for
opening dialogue with the Palestine Liberation

Organization, Swedish officials here . revealed
Thursday. .
The efforts intensified after the United

States said that Arafat did not go far enough to
satisfy ‘American demands in his speech to the
U.N. General Assembly session here Tuesday.

After Arafat held a ncws conference Wed-
nesday, the Americans decided that he had ‘com-
plied with their demands for an explicit recogni-
tion of Israel and renunciation of terrorism.,

But it apparently took adroit diplomacy on
the part of the Swedes to bring the detente
about. B

Swedish Foreign Minister Sten Anderssen
said he and his aides met five times with Arafat
on Wednesday and were in continual contact with
the U.S. State Department.

Anderssen - said Arafat theoretically met
American _conditions in his General Assembly
specch. But his remarks were not sharp or co-
hesive enough, and ‘the fact they were delivered
in Arabic added to the problem.

By contrast, Arafat spoke in English at his
news conference Wednesday. Anderssen and other
top -Swedish diplomats worked closely "with the
PLO leadership and the State Department in the
hours before that session.

They worked out  Arafat’s opening declara-
tion,” in” which he “clearly ‘condemned terrorism,
based his peace proposals on U.N. Resolutions 242
and 338 and asserted Israel’s right to exist within
recognized boundaries.

Soviet Ci m And Praise

The PLO chief referred to Isracl by name,
affirming “the right of -all parties concerned in
the -Middle East conflict to’ exist in' pecace. and
security, and, as I have ‘mentioncd; including the
State of Palestine, Isracl and other neighbors.”

Anderssen also disclosed that Sweden helped
arrange two meetings in Stockholm. One, ‘widely.
publicized, was held on Nov. 23 between Arafat
and a delcgation of five American Jews.

A similar meeting that"took place there two
wecks ‘carlier was kept secret.

The  Swedish  forcign minister defined his
country’s role ‘as’a “postman” who “also’ wrote
some of the mail”” He stressed that “Isracl knows
that I-am-a true friend ‘and, as such, I am en-
titled to my views and to my activities.”

The Sovict deputy foreign minister in charge
of Mideast“affairs, Vladimir Petrovsky, held his
own news conference Thursday. .

He ‘praised” the U.S. decision to negotiate
with the PLO, but’said dialogue ‘‘is not cnough.”

“We need ‘a real breakthrough which will
bring to an immediate start prcparanons for thc
convening of a peace conference.”

Petrovsky criticized. Israel for being the only
country- opposed to an international peace confer-
ence. ‘He said the Soviet Union would normalize
diplomatic relations "with: Israel only whcn the
peace conference begins.

“ " ‘But the ‘Soviet. envoy praiscd Israels Armcn-
ian ‘earthquake 'relicf, cfforts and 'the way
handled a hijacked Sovict plane that landed in Tcl
Aviv two weeks ago.

ORGANIZATIONS SUPPORT U.S. MOVE,
BUT WANT MORE DEMANDED OF PLO
By Andrew Silow Carroll

NEW YORK, Dec. 15 (JTA) -- With few
exceptions, major American Jewish groups said
Thursday they understood U.S. Secretary of Statc
George Shultz’s decision to allow “substantive
talks” between representatives of the United
States and the Palestine Liberation Organization.

The Anti-Defamation League of B’nai B'rith
said the United States is “living up to its com-
mitments.” Both  the American Jewish Congress
and the American Jewish Committee said Shultz
acted ‘‘correctly.” The Union of American Hebrew
Congregations’ called the decision a “victory” for.
Shultz.

But while agreeing that thc PLO scemed to
have accepted the U.S. government’s conditions
for dialogue, nearly all the groups relcased state-
ments demanding that PLO. leader Yasir. Arafat be
made to match his “magic words” with deeds.

“The PLO has to show through deeds that it
has finally come to terms with Isracl’s existence
and  intends to .pursue the path.of .peace and
eschew: violence,” said Warren Eisenberg, director
of the International Council of Blnai B'rith.”

Morris. Abram, chairman of ‘the Conference
of Presidents of Major. American Jewish Organiza-
tion;, said. at.'a ‘news. conference Thursday. that
Sccretary of State George Shultz belicved “hon-
estly” that Arafat had met U.S. demands for
dialogue, as outlined in a 1975 U.S. Memorandum
of Agrecment with Israel.

But in a statement drafted at a Thursday
morning mecting with representatives .of the 46
Conference . of Presidents constituent organiza-
tions, Abram said ‘that the. PLO should now be
made to repudiate its National Covenant.

The Union of Orthodox Jewish Congregations
of America, which said the PLO “may have met
America’s  technical - conditions,” said = another
“necessary . action” would be that. the PLO turn
over Mohammed (Abul) Abbas. to Italy. He is
wanted ‘‘there in connection with  the terrorist
attack on the cruise ship Achille Lauro. .

iven ‘the oftén hard-lin¢ Zionist Organiza-
tion oi' America refrained from directly criticizing
Shultz, although it called his decision ‘“trouble-
some” and a “sobering reality.”

Only 'two of the larger organizations xssumg
statements Thursday, the World Zionist Organiza-
tion-American Scction and the Simon. Wiesenthal
Center, were 'criu’cal of. the U.S. decision.

WESTERN EUROPEAN LEADERS DELIGHTED
By Yossi Lempkowicz

BRUSSELS, Dcc. 15 (JTA) -- West European
lcaders expressed gratification Thursday. over. the
Amcrican, decision. to open a. ‘“substantive  dia-
logue” with the Palestine Liberation Organization.

K French President Francois Mitterrand, ‘speak-
ing at the opening of the Franco-African Confer-
ence .in  .Casablanca, Morocco called -the U.S.
decision ‘“real progress.” %

. ;“Delighted” declared Bclgxan Forclgn Mmls-
ter Leo Tindemans.

Dutch Forcign Minister Hans van den Broek
called PLO chairman: Yasir Arafat’s remarks in
Geneva and the swift American response: a-“grat-
ifying development.” ..

(JTA correspondents Edwm Eytan in. Paris:
andv Henrietta. Boas .in. Amsterdam - contributed to'
this report.)
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JEWS AND VATICAN OFFICIALS
TO CONVENE ON ANTI-SEMITISM
By Susan Birnbaum

NEW YORK, Dec. 15 (JTA) -- Jews and
Catholics will gather at a conference in February
to examine the Christian roots of anti-Semitism,
according to Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum, chairman of
the International Jewish Committee for Inteffaith
Consultations. :

The conference is expected to initiate work
on a Vatican document that would challenge
Catholic teachings worldwide.

The conclave, scheduled to take place Feb.
20 through 24 in Zurich, is expected to be the
first of several meetings that will discuss the
development of Christian thinking from early days
to present times, including how it bears on anti-
Semitism and its relation to the Holocaust.

The conference is an outgrowth of a meeting
held in Miami on Sept. 11, 1987, between Pope
John Paul II and 206 Jewish leaders.

Soon after, a joint Jewish-Vatican con-
ference to explore the roots of Christian anti-
Semitism was approved by the pope.

The conference is conditional on the removal
of a Carmelite convent at Auschwitz to a center
away from the Auschwitz grounds.

This was decided Thursday by members of
the international committee, the body . involved in
Vatican-Jewish negotiations. The move must be
made before Feb. 20.

Tanenbaum said the upcoming confercnce
would “begin a serious scholarly examination of
the history of anti-Semitism in the Western ‘world
through the ancient, the medieval and the modern
periods, culminating in the Nazi Holocaust.”

Talks on the long-awaited document will
probably take several years to complete. They will
involve careful examination of 1] volumes - of
Vatican records of the years between 1939 and
1945,

Members of the Jewish group, which meets
with Catholics, explained their opposition to a
conference centering on the Holocaust,

Rabbi Fabian Schoenfeld, a member of the
committec and a past president of the Rabbinical
Council of America, explained that the Rabbinical
Council position “tends to agree with the Hasidic
community,” which conducts dialogue with Chris-
tians only on social issues and not on theology.

SOVIET EMIGRE CONVICTED OF SPYING,
SENTENCED TO NINE-YEAR TERM
By Hugh Orgel

TEL AVIV, Dec. 15 (ITA) -- A one-time
Soviet emigre convicted of espionage was given a
nine-year prison sentence by a Tel Aviv district
court Thursday.

Shabtai Kalmanovitch, who arrived here from
the Soviet Union 15 years ago, was found guilty
by a three-judge tribunal of espionage and con-
tact with a foreign agent. :

His minimal nine-year sentence followed plea -

bargaining between the defense and prosecution,
under which the major charge of aggravated
espionage was dropped in return for pleading
guilty to the lesser charge of espionage.

His trial was closed to the public and details
of the case were barred from publication,

With the year he has already ‘served
prison, and one-third: of f for 80od' behavior, the
43-year-old Kalmanovitch should be free within
five years.

in+

There have been rumors here and abroad
that Kalmanovitch might be released and sent
back to the Soviet Union, as part of a three-way
exchange between the. Pollards in the United
States and a third unidentified espionage prisoner
who would be returned to the United States.

ISRAEL’S QUAKE RELIEF HELP
STILL STALLED BACK HOME
By Hugh Orgel

TEL AVIV, Dec. 15 (JTA) -- Israel has
enlarged its earthquake relief efforts for Soviet
Armenia, but it seems to have a problem getting
it off the ground. Sty

Three air force Hercules cargo planes loaded
with personnel and equipment were scheduled to
leave at dawn Thursday, but their takeoff was
postponed because of bad weather.

So. far, only one Israeli relief airlift has
reached Yerevan, the Armenian capital. It arrived
there Sunday.

A follow-up flight by two Hercules trans-
ports on Monday. was recalled halfway to its
destination.

Brig. Gen. Aharon Vardi, Israel’s civil de-
fense chief who reached Armenia with the first
flight, advised the planes by radio that their
medical and rescue personnel were not needed in
Yerevan or in the stricken Leninakan region.

They were ordered to return to Israel to
await further instructions. K

It was decided later that supplies were more
urgently needed than personnel. .

One of the transports was withdrawn Wed-
nesday and the other was equipped to:carry cargo
only.

But the picture changed on Thursday when
the relief fleet was enlarged to three Hercules
aircraft, and ' another. 50 medical and - rescue

personnel were assigned to.the mission along with
administrative staff.

DOCTORS AGAIN HIT HOSPITALS
WITH SELECTIVE WORK SLOWDOWNS
By Hugh Orgel .

TEL AVIV, Dec. 15 (JTA) -- Government
hospitals :are again the targets. of selective work
slowdowns by doctors locked in a 2-year-old wage
dispute with the Finance Ministry.

Seven ' general, geriatric - and psychiatric
hospitals were put on a Sabbath schedule Wednes-
day. The same sanctions were applied Thursday to
six hospitals, including the three: largest general
and maternity hospitals in Tel Aviv.

-~ The Sabbath schedule means. reduced medical
staffs in wards and’ emergency rooms and no
elective surgery is performed.

The doctors are demanding, wage equity with
their colleagues employed by Kupat Holim, the
Histadrut-run health care agency.

COST OF LIVING UP AGAIN
By Hugh Orgel

TEL "AVIV, Dec. 15 (JTA) -- The cost-of-
living ‘index crept up by 1.6 percent in November,
the Central Bureau of Statistics said Thursday.

" ' The price ‘index”has risen at an annual rate
of 16 percent sincethe start of the year, but the
25' percent rate rise  over the last three: months
indicates that. inflation in 1988 will be well above.
last year’s 16 percent. - . ’



