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ISRAEL SCORNS PALESTINIAN DECLARATION
AS DOUBLE TALK MASKING TERRORISM
By Hugh Orgel

TEL AVIV, Nov. 15 (JTA) -- Israel dismissed
with scorn Yasir Arafat’s proclamation of an
independent Palestinian state at the Palestine
National Council meeting in Algiers.

Swift and strong reaction to the declaration
crossed party lines. Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir
of Likud called the Algiers declaration just anoth-
er stage “in the terrorist war against the exis-
tence of Israel and its independence” being waged
by the Palestine Liberation Organization.

Foreign Minister Shimon Peres, head of the
Labor Party, said it was just another PLO effort
to avoid the need for clear, decisive decisions.

Although the PNC delegates accepted U.N.
Security Council Resolution 242 which implicitly
recognizes Israel, it was done  with ‘“crooked
additions” which cannot be ignored, Peres said.

An official statement by the Foreign Minis-
try issued at noon Tuesday said the PLO has
shown again it cannot or will not accept reality.

The statement dismissed the reference . to
Resolution 242 as “double talk aimed at obscuring
the PLO’s continued recourse to violence, 'ter-
rorism and extremism.”

Foreign Ministry spokesman Alon Liel called
the declaration “a ‘unilateral step that was no
substitute for negotiations.

“We say in our statement -that we believe
that the decisions of the PNC are not contribut-
ing to peace in the area,” he said.

Licl acknowledged that the reference to 242
was “one ncw thing,” but “the way they mention
it, with conditions, is not considered by us a
recognition of Israel,” he said:

Public Relations Gimmick .

Benjamin Netanyahu, Isracl’s former ambas-
sador to the United Nations and now a Likud
Knesset member-elect, called Arafat's statement

“a mere public relations gimmick devoid of
value.”
According to Minister of Commerce and

Industry Ariel Sharon, a Likud hard-liner who
may be Isracl’s next defense minister, the PNC
declaration was a very dangerous development
against which he had warned for a long time.

The only Israeli politicians without totally
negative reactions were Arieh Eliav of Labor’s
new Knesset faction and Yossi Sarid of the Citi-
zens Rights Movement.

Both thought the PNC'’s “carefully worded
statement” was worthy of consideration.

Hanna  Siniora, a prominent Palestinian
journalist who edits the East Jerusalem Arabic
daily Al-Fajr, called Arafat’s announcement proof
of the PLO’s readiness to recognize Israel.

“It is recognition: and a triumph for the
voice of moderation in the Palestinian camp. It
sees reality, It understands the existence of the
state of Israel and it wants to make. peace with
it,” Siniora told Isracl Radio Tuesday.

Recognition of the new Palestinian state was
immediately forthcoming, first from Algiers and
then followed within hours by Malaysia, Sing-
apore, North and South Yemen, Kuwait, Tunisia,
Iraq, Madagascar, Jordan and Saudi Arabia.

A declaration of Palestinian statehood in
Algiers was anticipated, so it was no surprisc
when Arafat mounted the podium at 2 a.m. Tues-
day and proclaimed:

“The Palestine National Council announces in
the name of God, in the name of the people, of
the Arab Palestinian people, the establishment of
the state of Palestine in our Palestinian nation,
with holy Jerusalem as its capital.”

He did not indicate the boundaries of such a
state but referred to the U.N. General Assembly
resolution of Nov. 29, 1947, which called for the
partition of Palestine into separate Jewish and
Arab states.

On Monday night, the PNC endorsed Resolu-
tion 242 by a vote of 253-46, with 10 abstentions.

That resolution was adopted by the Security
Council in 1967 as the basis for Arab-Israeli
negotiations.
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By Gil Sedan { e,

Palestinians
n'ﬁ)cd under
an unprecedented military force, displayed little
reaction to the proclamation of an independent
Palestinian state in Algiers Tuesday.

Isracli Arabs, on a one-day general strike
over a local grievance, showed more enthusiasm.

There were minor disturbances in the Arab
neighborhoods of Haifa, ~but security measures
taken in the Arab-populated arecas of Israel proper
proved largely unnccessary.

Palestinians were in no position to express
their feelings -- there were no celebrations, no
demonstrations, no elation. Their day of indepen-
dence dawned on streets empty of all but heavily
armed Isracli soldiers.

The entire Gaza Strip and many towns and
refugee camps in the West Bank have been under
tight curfew since the weckend.

Military sources explained that no chances
could be taken. Tsolated “incidents could casily
have developed  into massive disturbances, the
sources said.

According to the Israel Defense Force, this
justified preventive measures, including curfews,
widespread preventive arrests, sealing off the
territories from Israel proper, banning freedom of
movement within the territories, cutting telephone
lines and removing loudspeakers from the minarcts
of mosques.

No- major disturbances were reported, accor-
ding to the IDF. Journalists were allowed into the
territories only under escort of IDF officers who
served as spokesmen.

Gen. Dan Shomron, Isracli chief of staff,
warned that after residents of the territories
sober ‘up from ‘their natural tendency ‘to rejoice,
they will realize that “after a year in which they
have been paying the full price, all they can get
from the PNC overscas 'is ‘appeals to the heart,
festive declarations and nothing beyond it.”

Israel’s 750,000 ‘Arab citizens went on strike
Tuesday to protest the demolition of 15 houses in
the Arab town of Taiba, near Kfar Sava, which
were razed on orders of the Interior Ministry
because they were built without licenses,
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Tarck Abdul- deputy chairman of the
National Committee of Arab Mayors and a member
of the Hadash Communist party, urged Israelis to
immediately negotiate a peace settlement with
“President Arafat.”

Meanwhile, in the Wadi Nisnas quarter of
Haifa, black, red and green Palestinian flags were
chalked on some walls. A few tires were burned
in the neighborhood and a stone roadblock was
set up by local youths. :

In Jerusalem, Hebrew University students
who demonstrated in solidarity with the PNC got
a month’s suspension for failing to secure a
permit.

REAGAN ADMINISTRATION REJECTS
DECLARATION AS UNILATERAL ACT
By David Friedman

WASHINGTON, Nov. 15 (JTA) -- The Reagan
administration rejected Tuesday the declaration of
an indecpendent Palestinian state by Yasir Arafat,
chicf of the Palestine Liberation Organization,
saying it was not a positive step toward peace in
the Middle East.

“You can’t determine the status of the West
Bank and Gaza by unilateral acts of either side,
but only through the process of negotiations,”
State Department spokesman Charles Redman said.

Arafat made his declaration early Tuesday to
the Palestine National Council in Algiers.

Redman would not answer questions on the
status of Jerusalem, but U.S. policy has been that
while the city must remain united, its final status
can only be determined through negotiations.

Both Redman and White House spokesman
Marlin Fitzwater said the administration would
not comment on the PLO’s new program until it
was able to study the texts.

But Fitzwater said it had “positive ele-
ments,” if, as reported, the PNC accepted U.N.
Sccurity Council Resolutions 242 and 338.

Redman only said that it would be “a posi-
tive step” if there were explicit recognition of
the two resolutions.

The Reagan administration has supported
Isracl in opposing a Palestinian state. President-
clect George Bush, during his presidential cam-
paign, reiterated this position before the B’nai
B'rith International in Scptember.

Both Redman and Fitzwater said U.S. policy
will continue -- Washington will not have any
dialoguc with the PLO unless it accepts the two
U.N. resolutions; recognizes Isracl’s right to exist;
and renounces terrorism,

This has been U.S. policy since 1975, when
then Sccretary of State Henry Kissinger formal-
ized them in an agreement with Israel.

Redman would only. reiterate that “direct
negotiaions must be at the heart of the nego-
tiating process. Palestinian participation is re-
quired at cvery stage of negotiations,

“All participants in the negotiations ' must
renounce violence and terrorism, and each ‘must

agree to negotiate on the accepted international’

basis of U.N. Security Council Resolutions 242 and
338>

In New York, American Jewish groups reac-
tions to the PNC’s acceptance of 242 were ex-
pected to echo Israel’s scorn and the U.S. State
Department’s position that the Palestinians have
not done enough to warrant international trust or
negotiating status.

Theodore Ellenoff, president of the American

Jewish Committee, said in a statement that the

PNC’s “so-called recognition of Israel’s right to
exist is couched in language so vague and ephem-
eral as is the proposal of an independent state.”

EUROPEAN COMMUNITY CAUTIOUS
OVER PNC INDEPENDENCE DECLARATION
By Edwin Eytan

PARIS, Nov. 15 (JTA) -- The I12-nation
European Community has not yet established a
unified position on the Tuesday morning declara-
tion of Palestinian statehood in Algiers.

But the E.C. is expected to “welcome” the
Palestine National Council’s endorsement of U.N.
Resolution 242 at its meeting there.

It will, however, refrain for the time being
from directly or indirectly recognizing the Pales-
tinian state proclaimed by Palestine Liberation
Organization chief Yasir Arafat, according to
reports from E.C. headquarters in Brussels.

The 12 E.C. Foreign Ministers are scheduled
to meet in Brussels on Nov. 21.

According to. sources in Brussels, they will
spend most of the day examining Middle - East
developments, .in light of both a new Israel
government and Palestinian acceptance of 242,

Diplomatic ‘circles in Brussels said the West
European ministers probably will publish a state-
ment welcoming ‘that Palestinian move, but will
postpone a major political decision until Decem-
ber, when the 12 government heads of the EC.
member ‘states hold their regular six-month sum-
mit meeting in Athens.

Western diplomatic circles say the E.C. gov-
ernments. feel ‘they have a “‘moral obligation” to
reward and encourage the Palestinians.

According ‘to- these sources, when Arafat
addressed the Socialist faction at the Parliament
of Europe in Strasbourg last September, he was
urged by the deputies to accept Resolution 242 in
order to advant_:e the peace process.

“Now that we have scored a victory - for
European diplomacy, there should be a reward for
the Palestinians,” the European diplomats say.

OFFICIAL REACTION TO DECLARATION

JERUSALEM, Nov. 15 (JTA) -- The following
statement is the Israeli Foreign Ministry’s of ficial
reaction to the Palestine National Council’s dec-
laration of an independent state:

“Once again, the organization that claims to
represent the Palestinian people proves unable or
unwilling to recognize reality.

“In its new statement, ambiguity and double
talk are again employed to obscure its advocacy
of violence and that it resorts to terrorism and
adheres to extreme positions,

‘“Hence, any recognition or legitimization of
the declarations will not be conducive to peace in
the Middle East.

“No_unilateral step can substitute’ for a
negotiated settlement, no gimmick can mask the
tragedy inflicted upon'the Palestinian people time
and again by the absence of reasonable, realistic
and peace-seeking leadership.

“As it continues to shoulder its responsibili-
ty for tranquility in the territories, Israel remains
committed ‘to the pursuit of a just, comprehensive
and lasting peace with all its neighbors, first and
foremost Jordan and the Palestinians.

“Israel’s policy remains equally firm in its
adherence to an insistence upon U.N. Resolutions

242 and 338 as the only commonly accepted basis
for peace negotiations.”
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SPECULATION RISES AGAIN
OVER COALITION GOVERNMENT
By David Landau

JERUSALEM, Nov. 15 (JTA) -- Leaders of
the Labor Party and Likud were scheduled to
meet at Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir’s office
Tuesday night, to explore the possibility of a
coalition government embracing the country’s two
largest political factions. .

Shamir was asked to form a new government
by President Chaim Herzog on Monday on the
basis of support he has received from the ultra-
Orthodox parties.

They, along with the far right-wing secular
parties, would give Likud a governing majority in
the 120-member Knesset. But Herzog made clear
his preference for a broadly based regime and
Shamir appeared to agree.

However, the chances of Labor and Likud
getting together seem slim.

The speculation here is that Laborite Yitzhak
Rabin would stay on as defense minister in any
Labor-Likud combination. Rabin, who gets on well
with the premier, is'said to favor the idea.

Shamir reportedly prefers Rabin' to his
hardline Herut collecague Ariel Sharon, who covets
the defense post.

But unless there is a broadly based govern- .

ment, Shamir would be hard pressed to deny
Sharon’s wishes.

On the Labor side of the equation, Foreign
Minister Shimon Peres may be the stumbling block
to an agreement with Likud.

He 'and Shamir share a personal ‘antipathy
which goes beyond their ideological differences.
Peres most certainly would have to step down as
Foreign Minister in a new coalition.

Many Laborites reportedly would be willing
to have him named Finance Minister. Any lesser
post for the titular head of the party is unaccep-
table.

Making Deals With Koor

Moreover, the Finance Ministry in Labor
hands would make it casier to deal with the
financial vicissitudes of Koor, the Histadrut-owned
industrial conglomerate which faces bankruptcy.

But Shamir’s circle insists that Likud retain
the Finance Ministry and that the popular incum-
bent Moshe Nissim stay on as minister.

Several members of Labor’s negotiating team
are said to be holding out for a rotation of power
agreement, Peres ‘and Shamir - alternated in the
office of Prime Minister during the tenure of the
outgoing Labor-Likud unity government.

But having edged out Labor by one mandate
in the Nov. 1 Knesset clections, Likud will not
consider renewing such an arrangement.

Two prominent Laborites, Sccretary General
Uzi Baram and  Peres’ close aide Yossi Beilin,
vociferously support the role of fighting opposi-
tion for the party’s 39 member Knesset faction.

Labor’s allies -- Mapam, the Citizens Rights
Movement ‘and the Center-Shinui -- also dislike
the idea of a Labor-Likud partnership.

Many party members of Likud arc urging the
party to snub Labor and govern with the support
of the religious and right-wing parties.

Among them are young, ambitious second-tier
leaders who feel they are in line for Cabinet
posts in a narrow coalition.

There is also the radical right-wing of the
party that rejects any ties with Labor for ideo-
logical reasons.

But others say Labor should dump Peres and
join in a government with Likud. That, supposed-
iy, is Shamir’s sincere but unarticulated wish.

Meanwhile, the ultra-Orthodox parties are
nervous that Shamir might back away from his
commitment to their demands for religious legisla-
tion, notably the “Who Is a Jew” amendment to
the Law of Return.

Their fears apparently stem from the power-
ful pressure being applied by Jewish leaders in
the United States, where the majority . of af-
filiated Jews belong to the Reform or Conserva-
tive movements in Judaism.

Leaders of the religious parties are warning
that they could easily switch to support the Labor
Party if Shamir reneges on his promises.

Peres lives “just across the strect from
Rabbi Ovadia Yosef,” spiritual mentor of the Shas
party, a Shas source observed Tuesday.

AIPAC DEFENDS AGAINST CLAIMS
IT HELPED CANDIDATES FOR SENATE
By David Friedman

WASHINGTON, Nov. 15 (JTA) -- The Ameri-
can Israel Public Affairs Committec defended
itself Tuesday from claims that it has been di-
recting pro-Israel political action committees to
contribute funds to candidates for the U.S. Sen-
ate.

The Washington Post published a memoran-
dum  Monday, dated Sept. 30, 1986, in which
Elizabeth Schrayer, then AIPAC’s deputy political
director, said nine pro-Isracl PACs had not con-
tributed to certain candidates.

They were listed ‘as Christopher Bond in
Missouri and W. Henson Moore in Louisiana, both
Republicans, and John Evans in Idaho, Thomas
Daschle in South Dakota and Harry Reid in Neva-
da, all Democrats. All but Moore were clected to
the Senate. :

AIPAC is the registered American: lobby in
support of Isracl and is not a political action
committee. AIPAC ‘officials emphasize that al-
though  they could legally endorsc candidates,
their policy is not to do so.

Instead, they  provide . -information on -a
candidate’s record and positions.

“We will not be drawn into a fiesta- of
speculation based on isolated and anecdotal mate-
rial stolen from our files,” AIPAC said in a
statcment responding to TQhe Washington Post
story. .
“AIPAC is a membership organization and
cxercises a constitutional and legal - right to
participate in - the democratic process. : It has
operated entirely within :the letter and spirit of
the law and will continue to do so.”

AIPAC has some 50,000 members across the
country and some of them head PACs. Thomas
Dine, AIPAC's exccutive director, has long urged
American Jews to participate in  the political
process.

Similar questions were raised last  month
against AIPAC by ‘the CBS-TV program, “60
Minutes.”

The program accused 'AIPAC of . directing
pro-Isracl PACs: to support Richard Licht, the
Democratic candidate in Rhode ‘Island, who" was
running against Sen. John Chafee. Licht, a Jew,
was hcavily supported by pro-Isracl PACs, but was
defeated by Chafee.

At the time, AIPAC denied it directs PACs,
although it provides them with information on
candidates.
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CANADIAN ELECTIONS INCLUDE
FIFTEEN JEWISH CANDIDATES
By Jeff Rosen

Canadian Jewish News

TORONTO, Nov. 15 (JTA) -- There will be at
least 15 Jewish candidates running for office
across Canada’s provinces when voters g0 to the
polls Nov. 21 to elect a new Parliament.

There are also a number of issues of partic-
ular Jewish concern on the ballot, including hate
literature, the arrest and trial of war criminals
and multiculturalism.

Jews are represented in all of the national
parties, including Prime Minister Brian Mulroney’s
Progressive Conservative Party; the Liberal Party
led by John Turner; and the New Democratic
Party headed by Ed Broadbent.

While Mulroney won a landslide in the 1984
elections, the latest polls indicate that Turner
will be the next prime minister.

The Jewish hopefuls among the 1,500 candi-
dates for a seat in Ottawa include former British
Columbia Premier Dave Barrett, who is making a
political comeback via the NDP in British Colum-
bia; NDP veteran David Olikow, who is running in
Winnipeg, Manitoba; Robert Kaplan of Toronto, a
former solicitor general of Canada; and Liberal
veteran Herb Gray, of Windsor, Ontario.

Although the big issue is the U.S-Canadian
trade agreement, which has turned many voters
against the Muironey government, social policy
matters have not been completely ignored.

In a pre-election address, Broadbent outlined
his party’s multicultural program, which would
include strengthening the criminal code and
human rights code to deal with hate propaganda.

The program also covers mandatory affir-
mative action for minorities in the federal sector.

Measures Against Hate Propaganda

Turner also promises to amend the criminal
code to ensure stronger provisions against hate
propaganda.

The Liberal program would delete a legal
requirement to show intent to promote hatred,
and would eliminate the neced for an attorney
general to consent to prosecuting offenders.

The Liberals also plan to amend Canada’s
Human Rights Act to allow the Human Rights
Commission to cope with hate propaganda.

It was during the Conservative administra-
tion that the criminal code was amended to allow
Canadian courts to prosecute war criminals for
crimes committed on foreign soil.

Passage of the measure in
credited largely to ‘the efforts of
cral Ray Hnatyshyn.

At least 20 Canadian residents have been
identified as Nazi war criminals and 200 more are
under investigation. But the process of bringing
them to justice has moved very slowly,

On Dec. 9, 1987, the Royal Canadian Mount-
ed Police arrested Imre Finta in Hamilton, Ont.

Finta, a resident of Toronto, was a member’
of the Nazi-collaborating Hungarian gendarmerie
during World War II. He is accused of deporting
8,617 Jews to Auschwitz,

A second case, against Jacob Luitjens, is
now proceeding in Vancouver. The government is
sceking to strip him of citizenship.

Luitjens was convicted in absentia in Holland
for collaborating with the Nazis during the war.

But apart from Finta and Luitjens, no other
individuals have been charged with war crimes.

1987 can be
Attorney Gen--

KOHL DEFENDS JENNINGER’S REPUTATION
AT BIRTHDAY TRIBUTE TO WIESENTHAL
By Andrew Silow Carroll

NEW YORK, Nov. 15 (JTA) -- West German
Chancellor Helmut Kohl, speaking here at a-dinner
Monday honoring Nazi hunter Simon Wiesenthal,
defended the intentions and “political integrity”
of Philipp Jenninger, the Bundestag president who
quit Friday after delivering a controversial speech
on the 50th anniversary of Kristallnacht.

After repeating Jenninger’s regrets that the
speech was misunderstood by listeners, Kohl
lauded him for having always taken a “particular
and personal interest in bringing about reconcilia-
tion with the Jews” and defending Israel.

Kohl was introduced -- accompanied by the
strains of “Hayveinu Sholom Aleichem” playing in
the background -- to some 900 supporters of the
Simon Wiesenthal Center, at its Eastern Region
dinner at the Marriott Marquis Hotel.

The $500-a-plate dinner was a birthday
tribute to Wiesenthal, who turns 80 Dec. 31. As
founder of the Jewish Documentation Center in
Vienna, Wiesenthal has tracked down hundreds of
Nazi war criminals, including Adolf Eichmann.

Jenninger, a senior member of Kohl’s Chris-
tian Democratic party, caused an international
uproar when his speech marking the anniversary
of the Kristallnacht pogrom seemed to justify
Germany’s acceptance of Nazism.

The anti-Jewish pogrom on Nov. 9-10, 1938,
confirmed . the deadly resolve of the Nazis in
dealing with the Jews in Europe.

Obpponent of Totalitarianism

Kohl did not question Jenninger’s decision to
resign, but called him “an uncompromising op-
ponent of any form of totalitarianism.”

Kohl spoke in German, while the audience
listened t6 a simultaneous English translation.

On  Saturday, Wiesenthal also defended
Jenninger, saying, “It was not his wish to say
something that could have a pro-Nazi or anti-Se-
mitic character.” X

In Koh!’s remarks Monday .about the lessons
of Kristallnacht, the chancellor was more success-
ful than Jenninger in describing the personal guilt
of the Nazis and their collaborators versus the
common responsibility of the German people to
remember history,

“Dear Simon Wiesenthal,” he said, had
shown the way: “We can: conquer darkness by
unwaveringly holding up the torch of humanity.”

Another way, Kohl said, is through “soli-
darity with Israel’s interests.”

Wiesenthal, addressing Kohl “in English ‘and
German, said- the chancellor leader did not belong
to “that group that simply wants to put history
behind them.

“On. the contrary,” he said,
always spoken about the responsibility
thing that was committed
Germans.” :

But some activists here and in West Germany
dispute those sentiments, noting Kohl's invitation
to President Reagan in 1985 to attend a wreath-
laying ‘ceremony  at the military cemetery at

“you  have
for every-
in the name of the

Bitburg, where members of the Waffen SS are
buried.
The rest of Wicsenthal’s remarks were

strikingly downbeat. Even while acknowledging his
own successes, he said the world, and not the
Nazis, had actually lost World War II because it
still has not done enough to combat tyranny.



