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SHARON, ARENS PULL OUT OF RACE
FOR SECOND SPOT ON HERUT SLATE
By David Landau

JERUSALEM, July 4 (JTA) -- An cxplosive
situation that developed in Herut as its 2,000-
plus member Central Committce prepared to meet
this week in Herzliya seemed to dcfuse itsell
Monday night.

Herut is the major component of the Likud
bloc. Two of its top leaders announced that in
the interests of party harmony, they would not
seck the so-called No. 1 slot on the . clection
slate, just below the top spot filled by Premier
Yitzhak Shamir.

This made it less likely that a fight would
crupt on the floor when the Central Committee
convenes to finalize Herut’s 1988 clection list.

The committee had a relatively tame scssion
last week when it sclected the party’s 35 Knesset
candidates. The meeting this Wednesday will rank
them in three groups of scven. A hecad-on clash
for first place loomed betwcen Aricl Sharon,
Moshe Arens and David Levy.

But Sharon, who is minister of commerce
and industry in' the current government, abjured
Monday on Israel Radio, declaring that personal
or party interests must not be put ahecad of
fundamental national issues.

A short while later, Arens, a minister with-
out portfolio and former defense minister like
Sharon, told protesting supporters at a mecting in
Tel Aviv that he, too, was withdrawing for the
good of thc movement.

Levy Running Unchallenged

That left Housing Minister David Levy the
only candidate. He had vowed a fight and possible
split in Herut if he was not clected. Now, scem-
ingly, he has no challengers for the spot that
significs the heir apparent and probable successor
to 73-ycar-old Shamir.

It is' not immediatecly known how he: will
react. Some Levy supporters are expected to claim
that Sharon and Arcns pulled out because they
arc afraid to do battlc with him.

Sharon announced Monday on Isracl Radio
that he wants the No. 22 spot on: his party’s
Knesset slate. That would put him at thc bottom
of the third list of seven.

Sharon was promptly hailed by Shamir for
putting ‘the clection contest into proper: perspec-
tive.

The premier, anxious to avoid an internal
battle, asserted repcatedly Sunday and Monday
that the results of the Central Committee’s voting
would not necessarily determine whom he sclects
as ministers in his new Cabinet, should Likud win
the Nov. 1 elections and head a new government.

Most political observers belicve that Arens,
who has been strongly backed by Shamir, could
defeat Sharon .or ‘Levy in an internal contest. But
they. are not-surc he can beat the two in combi-
nation.

Because of the heavy volume of news during
the Independence Day weekend, today’s JTA Daily
News Bulletin has been expanded to six pages.

Sharon’s public rejection of personal ambi-
tion for the greater good was seen by many as a
shrewd political maneuver. They believe he s
seeking an alliance with Levy against the Arens
camp. So far, according to inside sources, he has
failed.

JUSTICE DEPARTMENT EXPECTED
TO APPEAL PLO DECISION
By Howard Rosenberg

WASHINGTON, July 4 (JTA) -- The Justice
Dcpartment is likely to appeal last week’s U.S.
District Court dccision preventing it from shutting
down the Palestine Liberation Organization’s
obscrver mission at the United Nations, Capitol
Hill sources said Friday.

Onc congressional source -said she was
“rcasonably satisfied” that the Justicc Department
would ‘be following a linc of appeal, after speak-
ing with John Bolton, hecad of the Justice Depart-
ment’s Civil Division, and members of his staff.

Bolton mect Thursday with William Bradford
Reynolds, head: of the Justice Department’s Civil
Rights Division and counsclor to Attorney General
Edwin Mcese, and Charles Fried, the U.S. solicitor
general.

Sources said the officials displayed a “gen-
cral willingness™ to file an appeal, although they
made no final decision. Fried was asked whether
he objected to an appeal, and he indicated he did
not.

The department now has until late August to
file an appcal.

Amy Brown, a spokeswoman for the Justice
Department, declined to comment on the status of
any decision, except to say that it is.not unusual
for those officials to meet to discuss the issue.

Sources said that the Statc Department,
which has maintained that the PLO mission falls.
under U.S. treaty obligations, opposes an appeal.

As was the casc carlicr this yecar when the
administration had to decide whether to cnforce
closing the officc by the March 21 deadline, the
White House is caught in the middle.

In his dccision, District Court Judge Edmund
Palmicri said that no member of Congress, in
approving a 1987 bill mandating that all -PLO
offices in the United States be closed, “explicitly
stated that thc Anti-Terrorism Act was intended
to override any international obligation of thc
United States.”

Palmicri argued, however, that when Con-

gress  approved the legislation, there. was no
indication = it mecant to violate thc 1947 U.N.
Headquartcrs ~ Agreement, -which  obligates ' the

United States “to refrain from
function” of the PLO mission.

Onc source complained that Palmieri did not
discuss - the - trecaty’s ‘reservations clause, ‘which
allows the United States to control the flow of
“aliens” into this country, which was.invoked in
the mid-1980s to cxpel about 100 officials from
the Soviet mission at the United ‘Nations.

A second congressional source :said it was
“incredible” for Palmicri to say that the intent
of Congress was unclcar. He added: that it would
be easier to appeal the decision than to pass a
new bill specifically citing the treaty, adding that
lawmakers considered that option “insulting.”

impairing ' the
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At the Justice Department’s March 11 news
conference, Charles Cooper, assistant attorncy
geacral in the department’s Office of Legal
Counsel, said that “Congress clearly and unam-
biguously stated its intent” in the legislation to
close all PLO offices in the country.

State Department legal adviser Abraham
Sofacr made the claim -- accepted by Palmieri
Wednesday -- that Congress did not wilfully
intend to disregard international obligations when
it approved the Anti-Terrorism Act.

The Washington Times reported Thursday
that Sofacr met Wednesday with National Sccurity
Adviser Colin Powell, to persuade the Whitec House
not to scck an appeal.

Powell had chaired a White Housc meccting
Feb. 26 at which the administration decided to
enforce the closing, with Justice Dcpartment
arguing for doing so and the Statc Dcpartment
opposing such an action.

Onc source said that Palmicri’s ruling pro-
hibiting U.S. citizens from acting in an “official
capacity” for the PLO, by recciving or spending
PLO funds, may provide a basis for challenging
PLO asscts in the United States through a Feder-
al Burcau of Investigation inquiry.

The source said the PLO is said to “invest
heavily in hotels and restaurants” in the United
States.

ARCHEOLOGICAL DIG TOUCHES OFF
ARAB PROTEST IN EAST JERUSALEM
By Gil Sedan

JERUSALEM, July 4 (JTA) -- An archacolog-
ical dig ncar Jewish and Moslem holy sites in the
Old City sct off two hours of ficrce rioting by
Arabs on Sunday that sprcad into other parts of
Jerusalem.

Fiftcen East Jerusalem residents and onc
policeman were injured, nonc scriously. Police
reported scven arrests. The dig was suspended
temporarily.

The project was begun scveral months ago,
under the acgis of the Ministry of Religious
Affairs, to uncarth a 2,000-ycar-old water tunncl.
The tunnel runs from the Western Wall, under-
ncath the Moslem Quarter, to the Sister of Zion
convent, on the Via Dolorosa, in the hcart of the
Moslem Quarter.

The work proceceded without incident until
the final stage Sunday morning, when ministry
workers began uncovering ancient steps lcading
from the tunncl to the street.

Moslem  religious authoritics, using loud-
spcakers in the mosques on the Temple Mount,

warned that Jews were trying to penetrate the.

Islamic holy sites from underground.

Within minutcs, hundreds of Arabs took to
the streets. They stoned the diggers and a squad
of police that rushed to the scene.

Outside the Old City walls, Arabs blocked
roads and hurled stones at cars, buses and police.
The windows of three Egged buses were shattered,
and three passengers in onc of them sustaincd
slight injuries from shards of glass.

During the rioting, officials of thc munici-
pality and the police had an emergency mceting
with Moslem religious authoritics at the offices of
the Moslem Supreme Council, the body in charge
of Islamic shrines in East Jerusalem.

Agrcement was reached to halt the digging
until after Id cl-Adha, the Moslem Feast of the
Sacrifice, on July 24.

But statcments issued later by the parties

concerned indicated that feelings are still running
high. .

The Mosiem Supreme Council charged that
the digging endangered many ancient Moslem
buildings in the area. It repeated the charge that
the excavation was another attempt. by fanatic
Jews to penctrate the Temple Mount.

SOLDIERS URGE PRESIDENT HERZOG
TO INTERVENE IN THE TERRITORIES
By Gil Sedan <

JERUSALEM, July 4 (JTA) --'A delegation of
17 reserve officers and soldiers urged President
Chaim Herzog Sunday to intervene on ‘“humani-
tarian” grounds in the administered territories.

Herzog received the delegation and listened
to their complaint about the “deteriorating moral
values” of the Isracl Defense Force in the terri-
torics. .

The soldiers stressed that they belonged to
no political organization. They said they were
appcaling to thc president to act solely for hu-
manitarian rcasons, just as he did when he re-
cently called for a judicial commission to investi-
gate the health care crisis.

Herzog offered no comment and apparently
will not take a stand on the issues raised.

Ten of the soldiers who visited Herzog just
completed a month of duty in the territories. “We
do not want to rcach a point in which we will
refuse to serve in the territorics,” they said.

The soldiers told Herzog of their experiences
serving in the West Bank and Gaza Strip. They
complained about mass arrests of civilians, cur-
fews, demolition of homes.and. heavy cconomic,
military and psychological pressure on the Pales-
tinians. They also spoke of scveral cases of
misbchavior by soldiers.

They urged the president to press the polit-
ical cchelons to find a political solution for the
territories.

MOCK TRIAL OF ISRAEL IN ATHENS
HANDS DOWN READY-MADE CONVICTION
By Jean Cohen

ATHENS, July 4 (JTA) -- A mock trial of
Isracl held here last week ended  with a swift
conviction - for alleged = atrocitics '~ against the
Palestinian people.

The trial ~was. staged by the Pan-Hellenic
Cultural Movement, a front of the Greek Commu-
nist Party. There was no defense, becausc no
respectable person  here, Jew or gentile, would
participate in what they called a staged farce.

. The trial was_hcld.in..a.public-garden-bcfore
about 350 persons. Within five minutes after the
final arguments, a. threc-page verdict was pro-
duced, prompting onc spectator to say the author
should go down in the Guinness Book of World
Records for speed-writing.

The verdict charged ‘that- Isracl rules the
administered ‘territories by martial law, that the
most junior officers can order punishments on the
spot and that thc Israclis are e¢mploying merce-
narics from the United States and Canada.

It also claimed that infant ‘mortality among
the Palestinians is 70 percent and that the Isracli
public docs not know what is going on in the
territorics, because the media is censored.

The highlight of the trial, which drew the
loudest cheers, was: the testimony of Makis- Ganis,
a Greek. Jew who said he could prove that Zion-
ism contains thc sceds of Nazism,
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ISRAELI FIRST-AID WORKERS STRIKE;
MINISTERIAL DECISION HITS A SNAG
By Hugh Orgel

TEL AVIV, July 4 (JTA) -- Isracl’s health
care crisis took a sharp turn for the worse
Monday when employees of Magen David Adom,
the paramedical first-aid society that is Isracl’s
cquivalent of the Red Cross, went on strike.

Mecanwhile, walkouts by doctors and nurses
continued, and a ministerial decision last weck
that might have eascd the hospital crisis now
appears to have been still-born.

The issue in the paramedics’ strike, like
thoscwhich- have put’ the country’s public hospi-
tals on a restricted-service schedule for weeks, is
wage-rclated. The MDA workers arc protesting
management’s failurec to pay their salaries for
June, due July 1.

The strike began as a partial walkout in the
morning, but by noon was virtually total, even
though the Finance Ministry promised to make
available at lcast enough moncy to mecet the
payroll.

But distrust of the ministry runs high. Only
one ambulance was left on duty at cach of MDA's
45 emergency stations around the country Monday
morning.

None of the ambulances was a specially
cquipped cardiac care unit, since the paramedics
who administer emergency trcatment to suspected
heart attack victims had all walked off the job.

Blood donations also were suspended because
of a shortage of plastic bags [or storage. Sup-
plicrs will not make deliveries, because of nearly
a million-dollars-in-unpaid- bills.

The MDA management said it has no ‘moncy
to pay its creditors or staff, because the Treasury
scized all of its funds for failurc to pay taxes.

Doctors’ Strike Continues

Mecanwhile, government and Histadrut hospi-
tals in central Isracl were hit by the doctors’
rotating work sanctions Monday. Outpaticnt clin-
ics were closed and only cmergency surgery was
performed. Duty staffs were reduced to the Sab-
bath roster.

The nurses union, meanwhile, carricd out its
threat to send a quarter of its members on two-
week “vacations” on a rotating basis, but made
no provisions for minimum staffing of the wards.

The hospital situation scemed to be on the
verge of solution last "week, when the special
ministerial committce charged with cnding the
crisis agreed to a plan that would benefit patients
and physicians alike.

The committee, composed of Premier Yitzhak
Shamir, Forcign Minister ‘Shimon Peres, Finance
Minister Moshe Nissim and Hecalth. Minister Sho-
shana  Arbeli-Almoslino, ‘decided after ncarly a
month of deliberation that funds would be pro-
vided for sccond-shift usc of operating theaters.

They announced Friday that the backlog of
15,000 paticnts who have been waiting as long as
two years for elective surgcry would be crased
within nine months.

The Treasury agreed to- provide funds to
compensate the doctors for ‘their ‘extra. duty in
the operating ‘theaters. The way in which the
money would be channcled remained to be de-
cided, because the Finance Ministry refuses to
consider salary mcrcascs for doctors at state run
hospitals.

Those at the hospitals of Kupat Holim,
Histadrut’s health care agency, were to be paid

out of additional health insurance fees. But the
Medical Association promptly balked.

It charged the scheme was election-ycar
window dressing and said the figure of 15,000
patients on thc surgical waiting lists was much
too low. According to the association, it would be

closer to 50,000, if less scrious but essential
procedures were included.
The Medical Association ‘also insisted that

increcased compensation should be enjoyed by all
doctors, not only the surgeons.

EUROPEANS TO VOTE WEDNESDAY
ON TRADE PACTS WITH ISRAEL
By Yossi Lempkowicz

BRUSSELS, July 4 (JTA) -- A ratification
vote on three  cconomic and tradc agrcements
Isracl signed last year with the 12 Europcan
Community mcmber states is cxpected to take
placc this Wednesday at a mceting of the Euro-
pean Parliament.

It will be the sccond votc on this matter
sincc March, when the Strasbourg-based  Parlia-
ment, the E.C’s lcgislative body, rcfused to en-
dorse the protocols. The rcbuff was an cxpression
of displcasurc over Isracl’s handling of the Pales-
tinian uprising.

This time, however, chances for approval
scem good. Knessct. Spcaker Shlomo Hillel - has
been lobbying vigorously for a positive vote. On
Sunday hec ended a five-day official visit to
Belgium as guest of the Belgian Parliament.

' “Everyonc now understands that onc cannot
usc an cconomic agrcement to imposc a political
idca,” Hillel told a news conference here. “Re-
jecting - the ratification of thosc protocols is
useless, for the political situation as well as from
the cconomic point of view.”

Hillel was cautious about predicting the
outcome of Wednesday’s voting. “As a parliamen-
tarian, let me tell you that I will only be assured
after the vote,” he said.

Hillel said he met with the president. of the
Parliament of Europe, Lord Plumb of Britain,
whilc attending a gathering of Europcan spcakers
of parliament last week in Bern, Switzerland.

He also met with several other members of
the Strasbourg assecmbly from its Liberal, Socialist
and Christian Democratic factions.

According to an official of the Parliament of
Europe, there is no “100 percent” guarantee that
the trade agreecments will be ratified this time.

Nevertheless, he said, “the fact that the
threc protocols have' been referred back to the
plenary session suggests that. therc has been. an
agrcement  between the 'major - political groups
prior to the vote.”

In order to be ratified, 260 of the 518
deputics must vote for the agrcements. The
Socialists, the largest bloc in the Europecan Par-
liament with 165 members, rccently announced
they would no longer oppose them.

During the March voting, Socialists, Commu-
nists, ‘Greens and cven some Conscrvatives and
Christian Democrats joined to block ratification.
Isracli clashes with Palestinians in the West Bank
and Gaza Strip werc at a peak at the time.

The parliamentarians also accused Isracl of
rencging on an agreement to allow Palestinians in
the territorics to cxport their agricultural produce
dircctly to the European Common Market
countrics instcad of through the official govern-
ment marketing agency.

That disputc has since been ironed out.
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KITTY DUKAKIS SAYS INTERMARRIAGE
STRENGTHENED HER TIES TO JUDAISM

OAKLAND, Calif.,, July 4 (JTA) -- Kitty
Dukakis has responded to critics who say that, as
a Jewish woman married to a non-Jewish man, she
would serve as a bad role model were her husband
to be clected president of the United States.

In an interview with the bimonthly magazine
Tikkun, the wife of Massachusetts Gov. Michael
Dukakis said her marriage to the likely Democrat-
ic presidential nominee actually encouraged her to
scck a “morc formal identification” with her
Jewish roots.

“When people write articles, ‘as they have,
about the fact that I would be a bad rolc model
because I am married to a Christian, what they
don’t realize is that there are men and women
like myself who are much more closely identificd
with their Jewish roots because they have married
outside the faith,” she said in an interview
conducted May 20 by Michael Lerner, cditor of
the progressive magazine.

Dukakis was responding to an cditorial that
appcared in the Denver-based Intermountain
Jewish News at the height of the primary cam-
paign, charging that a Dukakis presidency would
represent a troubling endorsement of intermar-
riage.

In the Tikkun article, Dukakis spoke at
length about her Jewish upbringing in the Massa-
chusctts suburb of Brookline, saying that she has
a “very emotional connection with my heritage.”

She also indicated that she would play an
active role in shaping White House decision-
making on Jewish issucs should her husband be
clected president in November.

Asked by Lerner which Jewish lcaders a
Dukakis administration would work with, Dukakis
replicd, *“I don’t think I can answer that definite-
ly, because it’s a policy Michael and I haven’t
discussed.”

JEWISH GROUPS PROTEST JUDGE'’S
REFUSAL TO EXTRADITE TERRORIST

NEW YORK, July 4 (JTA) -- The Amecrican
Jewish Congress has urged Attorney General
Edwin Mcesec to appcal a federal magistrate’s
decision not to cxtradite a Palestinian terrorist to
Isracl.

The ruling also was deplored by the Anti-
Dcfamation Leaguc of B’nai B'rith.

U.S. Magistratc John Caden of the Eastern
District of New York decided two wecks ago to
reject Isracl’s request for the extradition of
Mahmoud Abed Atta, whom Israel accuses of
attacking an Isracli civilian bus, Killing ‘the driver
and injuring two passengers.

Although the judge said that “therec was
probablc causc to belicve that Atta had partici-
pated in a terrorist attack on a civilian bus in
which the driver was killed,” he¢ termed the
offense “political,” and therefore not covered by

Treaty of Extradition between Isracl and the
United States.
Justin Finger, ADL's  associatc national

director, said in a statement issucd at the time of
the ruling that the judge had scemingly adopted
the Palestine Liberation Organization’s view “that
the murder of innocent civilians constitutes a
legitimate means of advancing the PLO’s cause.”
In a letter to Meese, Phil Baum, associate
cxecutive director of AJCongress and director of
its Commission on International affairs, said that

the magistrate’s decision was “in stark contrast
with administration policy,”. which has consistent-
ly caiied for denying sanctuary to persons accused
of terrorist actions.

“The administration had consistently refused
to allow terrorists to hide their murderous acts of
violence behind the political crimes exception to
extradition treaties,” Baum said. He added that
Atta’s case should not be an exception to that
rule.

Finger asserted that the ambush of a civilian
bus “was an act of murder, not politics.” Terror-
ism, he said, “is not the solution to the Middle
East conflict.”

BRONFMAN SAYS WALDHEIM DROPPED
SUIT ‘BECAUSE HE HAS NO CASE’
By Andrew Silow Carroll

NEW YORK, July 4 (JTA) -- World Jewish
Congress President Edgar Bronfman said in a brief
statement Monday that Austrian President Kurt
Waldheim withdrew his slander suit against him
because of a lack of evidence.

“It is obvious that Waldheim dropped the
suit because he has no case,” Bronfman said.

Waldheim had initiated ~a lawsuit after
Bronfman, speaking at a WJCongress meeting in
Budapest on May 5, 1987, said that Waldhcim was
“part and parcel of the Nazi killing machine.”

Bronfman’s statement Monday was in re-
sponse to the announcement made by a Waldhcim
spokesman on Friday, that the Austrian president
had written the Vienna public prosecutor’s office
listing three reasons for dropping the suit against
Bronfman. .

The reasons included what Waldheim called
the U.S. Justice Department’s. refusal to provide
legal assistance to Austrian courts preparing the
case, and  his desire *“to contributc to calming
down and reconciliation.”

The third reason, according to the lctter,
was the fact that an international commission of
historians and private undertakings -- including a
mock-trial television special broadcast on cable
television -- “have determined my personal inno-
cence.”

In New York, World Jewish Congress exccu-
tive director Elan Stcinberg said Monday that his
organization’s findings continue to “coincide with
the conclusions of the historical commission,
which found that Waldheim lied consistently about
his past, was unquestionably a member of pre-war
Nazi organizations and. personally assisted Nazi
war crimes.”

Waldheim served as an intelligence officer in
a unit of the German army during World. War II
that participated in the transfer of Greek Jews to
concentration and death camps, and in the exccu-
tion of Allied prisoncrs, among other war crimes.

He has becn on the Justice Department’s
“Watch List” of undesirable aliens since April
1987.

A report issued in February by the historical
commission concluded that Waldheim was aware of
wartime atrocitics and. “repeatedly assisted in
connection with illegal actions and thereby. facili-
tated their exccution.”

During the past year, Bronfman repeatedly
said he stood by his Budapest. statement and
looked forward to any actions the  Austrians
wished to take.

Asked. Monday why he thought Waldheim
dropped  the suit, Steinberg replied: “Because he
was afraid of being cross-examined under oath.”






