DAILY NEWS BULLETIN

© Contents copyright: Republication only by previous arrangement.

L
PUBLISHED BY JEWISH TELEGRAPHIC AGENCY

330 SEVENTH AVENUE

NEW YORK, NY 100071-5010 (212) 643-1890

VOL. 66 - 71st YEAR

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 15, 1988

NO. 108

‘WHO IS A JEW’ AND CONVERSION LAW
AMENDMENTS DEFEATED BY THE KNESSET
By David Landau

JERUSALEM, June 14 (JTA) -- The Knesset
on Tuesday firmly rejected two Orthodox-proposed
measures governing conversions to Judaism.

It voted 60-53 against the so-called “Who Is
a Jew” amendment to the Law of Return, which
would have  recognized as Jews only converts
converted by Orthodox rabbis. The sponsors were
the ultra-Orthodox Agudat Yisracl ‘and . Poalc
Aguda parties.

The Knesset also defeated by a 60-51 margin
an cmendation or ‘“correction” to the Law of

Both thc Reform and Conservative move-
ments in the United States, backed by major
American Jewish and Zionist organizations, such
as the United Jewish Appeal, the Council of
Jewish Federations and Hadassah, mounted a
campaign to defeat thc measure as soon as it
appeared again on the Knesset agenda. .

They argued that passage would polarize the
Jewish pcople and create a schism between Isracl
and diaspora Jewry.

Appcaring to bow 'to this. pressure, Premier
Yitzhak Shamir urged the Agudat Yisrael and
Poale Aguda parties Monday to- postpone reintro-
ducingathe “Who Is a Jew” amendment. But the
A.Or\tﬁodg)‘cxgroups apparently failed to heed his call
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Return that would have required anyone scck\l\r‘l_g\\\—‘\and\\w'érz? ultimately defeated.
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the consent of the head of the conversion Faith!

ELI;;C,'[-)@N REFORM BILL PASSES

For converts to Judaism in Isracl that would be ,.FIRST READING ON WAY TO LAW
the Chicef Rabbinate, even if they were converted B\BBy Gil Sedan

abroad.

It was a relatively new mecasurc devised by
lawyers for the ultra-Orthodox Shas party as an
alternative’ to' the “Who Is' ~Jew”
which has failed to win approval the many times
it has been before the Knessct.

Likud has always supported the religious bloc
on the amcndment, but has not invoked party
discipline.

A Knesset defeat became  apparent when
members of Likud’s Liberal Party wing, such as
Sarah Doron, and. onc ex-Likudnik, independent
Yigacl. Hurwitz, voted their conscience against the
measures.

Similarly, right-wing hard-liner Rafacl Eitan,
formerly of the Techiya Party, cast a ncgative
vote.

The more moderate rcligious factions backed
off, apparently sensing incvitable decfeat. Yoscf
Burg, vetcran lcader of the National Recligious
Party, was abroad and did not rcturn for the
vote, as he might have done in past years.

Also absent was Likud-Liberal Moshe Nissim,
the finance minister, who thought the furor over
the amendment was disproportionate to thc num-
ber of people it would affect if adopted.

Two Alternative Bills Defeated

The Labor Party and others of the center
and lcft opposed the measure, as they have in the
past. .

But bills introduced by two small secular
parties, Mapam and the Citizens Rights Movement,
were - decisively  defeated. They offered  more
liberal definitions of 'a Jew than cven the un-
amended Law of Return,

The outcome of the Knessct vote Tuesday
was further testimony- to the influcnce and deter-
mination of the non-Orthodox branches of Judaism
to prevent the “Who Is a Jew” amendment from
becoming law in Isracl.

The Law of Return defincs a Jew as anyonc
born of a Jewish mother or converted to Judaism.
The . Orthodox amendment would only recognize
conversions _performed  “according: to halacha”
(religious law).

Opponents have argued that this would . .,
delegitimize Reform and Conservative Judaism in
Isracl, the movements with which the vast major-
ity of diaspora Jews are affiliated.

amendment,

JERUSALEM, Junc 14 (JTA) -- An clectoral
reform  bill  which would replace the present
system of proportional representation . passed - its
first rcading in the Knesset Tuesday by an im-
pressive 69-37 majority.

The bill will nced the votes of at least 61 of
the 120 Knesset members on its second and third
rcadings in order to become law. It would insti-
tute the. direct clection of Knesset members on a
regional. basis.

The reform .is. considered  long. overduc..by
many in. Isracl’s  legal establishment and  the
political community.

The fragmented vote arising from the pre-
sent system has prevented any single party from
governing, except in coalition with disparate and
often recalcitrant splinter parties:

The. reform is fiercely opposed by the reli-
gious partics, which represent a-small minority of
the electorate and owe their Knessct representa-
tion to the present system.

Under that system, Israclis do not' vote for
their legislators but for party lists. Knesset scats
arc then apportioned according .to the number of
votes cach party wins.

The religious bloc and their right-wing allics
suffered  scveral sctbacks in the Knesset. Two
Orthodox-sponsorcd  amendments to. the Law of
Recturn were defeated. 3

Also - rejected, by a vote of '58-53, was a
right-wing measure to reduce the prison terms of
members of a Jewish terrorist group.

That bill was backed by almost the entirc
Likud, including Premicr Yitzhak Shamir. Justice
Minister  Avraham. Sharir, a member of ' Likud’s
Liberal Party wing, joined. the ‘Labor Party in
voting against it.

Likud won a victory. when the Knessct
decided by 51-49 in favor of state control over
the clections of Histadrut, the labor federation.

‘The Knesset voted * 67-16. to . clect retired
Supreme Court Justice Miriam Ben-Porat the new
state comptroller. ..’

: Because of the heavy volume. of news, to-
day’s JTA Daily News Bulletin_has been expanded
to six pages.
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AWAD LAUNCHES GLOBAL CAMPAIGN
SEEKING RETURN TO JERUSALEM
By Andrew Silow Carroll

NEW YORK, Junc 14 (JTA) -- Palestinian
activist Mubarak Awad vowed Tuesday to influ-
ence American and worldwide public opinion in his
cfforts to return to Jerusalem.

The Palestinian advocate of non-violence,
who was deported from Isracl on Monday, did not
rule out the possibility of converting to Judaism
and rcturning to Isracl under the Law of Return,
as he has threatened repeatedly.

But he indicated it would be a last step
after he made appeals to the United Nations,
American legislators, Europcan parliaments and
the next Isracli government.

Jewish organizations, mcanwhile, released
statcments supporting Isracl’s right to expel the
Palestinian activist.

Awad spoke at a news conference here
sponsored by the National Council of Churches.
Hc arrived in New York Monday night, one week
after the Isracli Supreme Court rejected his
appecal to remain in Isracl. He had been in prison
sincc May 5.

Born in East Jerusalem, Awad, 44, lived in
the United States for 13 ycars and cventually
beccame an Amcrican citizen. He had been staying
in Isracl under a tourist visa and dirccting the
Center for the Study of Non-Violence in Jerusa-
lem. The visa expired last November.

Although the Supremec Court ruled only on
the cxpiration of the visa, Isracli authoritics
accused him of helping to direct the Palestinian
uprising in the administered territories.

Asked Tuesday if hc was an instigator of the
six-month insurrection, Awad said, “That’s true. [
said that we cannot continuc living under occupa-
tion . and have to struggle to get rid of
occupation.”

Savs He Advocates Sabotage

Awad also said, in responsc to a question,
that he advocates sabotage of electrical lines and
water lines, but only when such sabotage 'is
dirccted against planned Jewish scttlements on
Arab land.

He said he continues to denounce violence,
however, and that he opposes the throwing of
stones, the sctting of forest fires or “injuries to
anyone.”

“l deal with pcople who always carry a
gun,” he said, when asked why in some public
statcments he has not totally ruled out the usc of
violence in the service of Palestinian nationalism.
“But I give them an alternative. If the alterna-
tives are successful,” then they don’t” nced the
gun.”

He said he does not tell fellow Palestinians
“what you have to do,” but rather gives them a
choice.

Awad said his advocacy of non-violence docs
not conflict with his support of the Palestine
Liberation Organization. “You do not have to
agree with cverything thc PLO does to support
them,” he said, adding later that Isracl had no
choice but to accept the PLO as the representa-
tive of the Palestinian pcople.

Awad said hc has written Isracli- Prime
Minister Yitzhak Shamir asking, “If 'you don’t
nced violence, and you don’t need non-violence,
how arc we to protest?”

He added that by ordering his deportation,
Shamir had made Awad a hcro among Palestinians

and around the world. Shamir signed the deporta-
tion order in his capacity as interior minister.

Speaks Of Converting

In reference to his statements about con-
verting to Judaism, Awad said that he was de-
ported because he is a Christian. “That challenge
(of converting) is still a very simple thing for mec
as a Christian,” he said.

Later he added, “I'll have to take my
chances with a rabbi and tell him frankly that it
is not my belief to become a Jew, but that I am
being persecuted because I am a Christian.”

Awad was joincd at the news conference by
his American wife, Nancy Nye, and by Rajah
Shehadeh, a ‘lawyer who  assisted attorney “Jona-
than Kuttab in Awad’s defense.

Nye thanked the lawyers, the U.S State
Department, “the support of many governments”
and the press corps in Jerusalem and Tel: Aviv,
and said there was still hope that Awad would be
able to return to Jerusalem.

Shchadeh said Awad’s case was similar to
thousands of others in which “husbands and sons
are unable to be in the place where they were
born and lived.”

The National Council of Churches released a
statement saying ‘it and its member-church bodics
supported Awad :and the work of his center for
non-violence. . The ' council is -a member of
Churches for Middle East Peace, which has writ-
ten members -of  Congress to protest - Awad’s
deportation.

Jewish Groups Comment

Jewish organization’s ‘responded to Awad’s
deportation and ‘threat of ‘convérsion. in’ state-
ments relcased Tuesday.

Abraham Foxman, national director of the
Anti-Dcefamation League of B’nai B'rith, said in a
statement “that ‘Awad “is not, as he claims, a
belicver in non-violence in the mold of Mohandas
Gandhi or Martin Luther King Jr. Where in the
teaching-of Gandhi:and King is advocacy for acts
of sabotage: cutting of electric, water ‘and com-
munication lines, for cxample, or destroying roads
and bridges?” k

Seymour  Reich, international president of
B’nai  B'rith, also rclecased: a  statement, calling
Awad a “fraud, who, under the banncr of non-
violence, promoted  a . violent ‘solution to ' the
Isracli-Palestinian problem.”

“Any nation would have taken similar action
-- and justifiably so -- against a non-citizen and
a non-resident who was engaged in activity aimed
at spreading chaos and undermining its sccurity,”
Reich said of the deportation.

Leaders of "Reform: Judaism’s rabbinic and
congregational arms said in a letter to- Reform
rabbis that “whatever -you think of Awad or his
deportation, surcly ‘we nced not remind you that
extrancous motivations, political motivations, arc
not sufficient  reason” for - conversion  to the
Jewish faith.

The letter was signed by: the president of
the Union of American Hebrew Congregations and
by the president and exccutive ‘vice president of
the Central Conference of American Rabbis.

A statement relcased by the Jewish: Commu-
nity Relations Council of New York said Isracl
was within “its lcgal -and political ‘right to cxpel
Awad. 'Noting that Awad supports the¢ PLO, the
group said he views non-violence as “a means of
complementing violence to advance overall Pales-
tinian-Arab political goals.”
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FOUR ISRAELIS INJURED IN WEST BANK;
SCHOOLS TO BE CLOSED FOR TWO DAYS
By Gil Sedan

JERUSALEM, Junec 14 (JTA) -- Three Israeli
soldiers and a civilian were injured in the West
Bank on Tuesday, when their car went -out of
control and crashed into a pole, after coming
under a hail of stones near Tulkarm.

Disturbances continued elsewhere in the West
Bank, where the. Isracli ‘authorities ordered all
Arab schools temporarily closed again, only. two
weceks after they were reopened.

The incident near Tulkarm occurred in the
morning, soon after a curfew was lifted. An Israel
Defense Force officer; two soldiers and a-civilian
were riding in the car when it was stoned and
the driver lost control.

The four were taken to Tel Hashomer hospi-
tal in- Ramat Gan, where the IDF officer was
reported seriously injured. The others were only
slightly hurt.

Arab sources said a 2l-year-old Tulkarm
resident. was wounded later, when IDF soldiers
chased the stone-throwers.

In other incidents Tuecsday, a [ircbomb was
thrown at an Isracli- vehicle in El-Birch. No onc
was hurt. Another fircbomb was thrown at an IDF
patrol in a Gaza market. It failed to ignitc. One
suspect was scized.

In the ‘West. Bank city of Ramallah, young-
sters returning from school blocked several down-
town strects. Soldiers - fired rubber bullets to
disperse them. No injuries were reported.

The military government in the West Bank
announced . that all schools in the territory will be
shut for two days, beginning Wednesday, because
students . have been  taking  to the streets: to
participate in demonstrations.

The schools and universitics had. been closed
several months for sccurity reasons until the end
of May, when the civil administration announced
they would be rcopened on a staggered schedule:
The intention “was to. resume -education’: for ‘the
young .and :demonstrate ' a :supposced return to
normalcy in the territorics.

Brig. Gen. Shaike Erez, who hcads the civil
administration, said . the renewed shutdown ‘would
affect 1,200 schools and some. 300,000 pupils. He
said it was a warning to the population  that
unless law and ordered arc maintained, there will
be no schools.

U.S. PROTESTS POLICY PERMITTING
ISRAELIS TO FIRE ON FIREBOMBERS
By Howard Rosenberg

WASHINGTON, Junc 14 (JTA) -- The State
Decpartment has criticized Isracli Defense Minister
Yitzhak ~Rabin’s pronouncement.. Monday - that
civilians may open fire on ‘Palestinians who arc
seen with fircbombs.

“We ‘believe that Isracli civilians should not
be given the authority "to  maintain law -and
order,” “department . spokesman. Charles' Redman
said Tuesday. “That requires proper trnmmg and
is the province of the police authority.”

“We have also made clear our ‘position: that
lethal force should be used only when nccessary,”
said’ Redman. He:added, “We arc very:disturbed
by the continuation. of violence :in Isracl-for over
scven .months. We. -again call- on Israclis -and
Palestinians to exercisc restraint and-avoid con-
frontation.”

Rabin announced the policy Monday in the

aftermath of an upsurge in incidents involving the
throwing of Molotov cocktails at civilians.

In one of the most serious incidents Sunday
night, thrce fircbombs were hurled from the roof
of one of Tel Aviv’s most popular shopping malls,
on Dizengof{ Strcet. Though no one was injured
in the attack, the incident alarmed  Israclis ac-
customed to hearing about fircbombings in the
West Bank and Gaza Strip, but not in major
metropolitan arecas.

U.N. MISSION RETURNS FROM MIDEAST
WITH ONE-SIDED SLANT ON HUMAN RIGHTS
By Tamar Levy

GENEVA, June 14 (JTA) -- A special U.N.
committce  investigating - Isracli - human rights
practices toward Palestinians returned from a 12-
day fact-finding mission to the Middle East with
damning information, all of it obtained from
Palestinians.

Since the committee was:set up by the U.N.
General Assembly in December 1968, Isracl has
refused to allow it access to the West Bank, Gaza
Strip and Golan Hcights, territories captured by
Isracl in the 1967 Six-Day War.

The Israclis accusc the committee of a built-
in anti-Isracl .bias. As a result, the  committce
takes -testimony from Palestinians-in. Arab coun-
trics where no refutation is offered.

This year. the pancl heard. 21 .witnesses in
Amman, Damascus and Cairo. They spent about
thrce days in cach capital between May 21 and
June 1.

The committee - currently -consists - of Daya
Pcrera, the permanent rcepresentative of Sri Lanka
to ~the United ~Nations- in ‘New.  York; ‘Dragan
Jovanic, a professor of law from Yugoslavia; and
Aliounc Sene, permanent representative of Senegal
to the United Nations office in Geneva.

Sene ‘also scrves this' year as chairman of
the U.N. Human Rights Commission here.

The: witnesses cxamined by the committce
included ' Palestinian - educators, public -hecalth
specialists, ‘a busincssman,  a  farmer, a rccent
deportee from-the territorics and scveral Palestin-
ians hospitalized with bullct wounds.

All were recently arrivals from. the' territo-
rics, where the uprising.is now in its. scventh
month. They "described curfews, school- and uni-
versity closures by the'Isracli authorities, assaults
on cultural identity, limits imposed on remittances
from abroad, and restrictions of :movement.

They - complained = of - inadequate medical
facilitics for Palestinians, and the: storming of
Arab homes and hospitals by Isracli troops.

Most of the witnesses asked: for anonymity
on grounds they feared reprisals from the-author-
ities when they return home.

In addition to ‘hcaring testimony, the com-
mittece met - with scnior Egyptian, Jordanian and
Syrian officials. . In. Amman’ they mect also with
officials of -the Palestinc Liberation Organization.

The testimony heard will be included in the
committee’s annual: report:-to the General: Assem-
bly: The committec also depends. upon. government
communiques and numerous’ intergovernmental and
nongovernmental sources .and .newspaper reports
on the situation in theterritories.

.- It. takes particular carc:to extract informa-
tion - from  the “Isracli press ‘which has. not:bcen
contradicted by government sources. The commit-
tee also takes notc of ‘statements by Isracl gov-
crnment- officials regarding policy in the territo-
Tics.
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AMERICAN LEADER AND ISRAELI ACADEMIC
AGREE CRITICISM SHOULD BE MINIMAL
By Andrew Silow Carroll

NEW YORK, Junc 14 (JTA) -- American
Jewish communal leader Abraham Foxman and
Isracli academic Shlomo Avineri agreed at an
academic forum Monday night that while diaspora
Jewry and Israel need to develop a more sophisti-
cated relationship, such sophistication shouldn’t
Iead to public criticism by American Jews toward
Isracl’s policy in the administered territories.

The forum between Foxman, national director
of thc Anti-Defamation League of B’nai B'rith,
and Avineri, professor of political science at
Hebrew University, was billed as a rematch of the
contentious debate they held in Jerusalem one
year ago, at the height of the Jonathan Pollard
spy affair.

But those expecting a grudge match over
American and Isracli ways of thinking were
probably disappointed. Foxman and Avineri found
morc to agree on than not at the opening of Bnai
Zion’s 80th anniversary convention.

In his call for a more “honest and realistic”
relationship between Isracli and American Jewry,
Foxman described the “maturation process” that
occurred as a result of the Yom Kippur and
Lcbanon wars, the “embarrassment” over the
Pollard affair, Isracl’s involvement in the Iran-
contra scandal and, most reccently, Isracl’s hand-
ling of the Palestinian uprising.

As a result of the maturation process, said
Foxman, diaspora Jewry has begun to strike
“dissonant chords” with oncc-inviolate Israel --
taking an active role in resisting changes in the
Law of Rcturn, for exampie, or demanding more
control over the way in which Jewish Agency
lunds are spent.

Among other steps American Jews should
take, he said, is to demand that Israeli political
partics fully disclose thc contributions they get
from American Jews.

While acknowledging that the ‘“dissonant
chords” are a “product of reality rather than
infidelity,” Foxman had harsh words for those
lcaders of American Jewish organizations who
have criticized Isracli policy in rccent months,
and “publicly aligned thcmselves against” the
Likud bloc of Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir.

rr ible Ego-Searching’

A critical article by Reform lcader Albert
Vorspan was “irresponsible cgo-scarching rather
than soul-scarching,” he said.

“How sad, how wasteful, how counterpro-
ductive” is how he termed a scheduled satellite
broadcast Tucsday featuring "four former Israeli
generals who support a withdrawal from the
territorics. The broadcast is being sponsored by
the American Jewish Congress.

Avincri scemed to agree, in one of his few
dircct refercnces to the recent debate over the
propricty of criticism, that American Jewish
criticism of Isracl is inappropriate.

Despite a bricf discussion of Israel’s political
choices concerning the territorics, in which' the
left-leaning professor contended any choice is
better than the current disunity, he returned to
thecmes he cxpounded on six months ago, on the
samc stage.

American Jews should “take up the challenge
of aliyah” and otherwisec spend more time ‘in
Isracl, he repcated, and as a result, “end up by
refreshing and mutually enriching the cycle of

Israel-diaspora relations.”

But what should American Jews do concern-
ing the current political debate? “They should do
very little. But if they meet an Israeli, they
should say to him, ‘You have to make up your
mind.’

On the other hand, Avineri added later,
Israel has to consider the impact of whatever
actions it takes on the rest of world Jewry.

“If Israel is doing things that make the
world’s Jews uncomfortable, (Israelis) should think
about it,” he said.

FOREIGN PRESS HOLD NEWS CONFERENCE
TO DENOUNCE BEATINGS AGAINST MEMBERS
By Hugh Orgel !

TEL AVIV, June 14 (JTA) -- The Foreign
Press Association has accused the Israeli police of
physically assaulting journalists- performing their
duties and has demanded a stop to it.

The press association held a news conference
in Jerusalem Tuesday -- an unusual step for
reporters -- and gave details of physical assaults
by police on its members. They called on Police
Minister Haim Barlev to investigate and punish
those responsible.

Association ' chairman Bob Slater of Time
magazine said there were between 100 and 150
incidents of physical attacks on foreign journal-
ists reported between last December, when the
Palestinian uprising began, and early April.

Other  association members complained of
public ' hostility ‘toward foreign correspondents.
They cited bumper stickers popular with Jewish
scttlers in the administered- territories which say
“Country United Against A Hostile Press.”

Onc of the more serious  cases of physical
assault' occurred in Tel Aviv on June 4, during a
demonstration by Yesh Gvul, an organization of
Israclis  opposed to government policics in the
territories.

Sven Hackstrand, a photographer for Agence
France Presse, the French news agency, was
ordered by plainclothes police officers not to take
pictures. He said they began to beat him and
tried to scize his camera.

Hackstrand said he was knocked to the
ground, kicked and beaten with clubs on his body
and head.

Hc was then taken to a police van where
the beating was resumed by men he belicved  to
be border police, the photographer said.

When  the demonstration ended, Hackstrand
said hc saw onc of his assailants drive off in a
police car.

Another press photographer required stitches
above his eye. An official complaint was lodged
with the policc but no reply has been received,
according to the association.

Veteran Time magazine photographer David
Rubinger said the general atmosphere of hostility
in Isracl toward the news media apparently con-
tributed to the attacks.

“It's not a question of exceptional cascs,”
Rubinger said.

“It is rather a discase which is spreading
like ‘rot at the lower levels of the police force--
the border police arc among the worst offenders
because of - their social makeup -- and the army,”
Rubinger'said.

The journalists also complained of restricted
access to the ‘territories and the fact that mater-
ial has been confiscated from forcign’ correspond-
ents arriving or leaving Ben-Gurion Airport;






