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PERES OPTING FOR COMPROMISE ON LAVI
By David Landau

JERUSALEM, Aug. 26 (JTA) -- Vice Prem-
ier Shimon Peres, who has sided in recent weeks
with the continuation of the controversial Lavi
warplane project, is now trying to persuade his
Ministerial colleagues to accept a compromise
based on a Lavi 2000 warplane plan for the 2lst
Century.

Peres met Wednesday with Premier Yitzhak
Shamir, Defense Minister Yitzhak Rabin and
Finance Minister Moshe Nissim to further his
proposal, in advance of a still-unscheduled decid-
ing votc in the full Cabinet. Rabin and Nissim
have been the strongest advocates of stopping the
Lavi project at once, for economic reasons.

-Peres’ plan calls for- the Isracl Aircraft
Industries (IAI), and the myriad smaller contract-
ors' involved in the Lavi project, to become
involved instead in the development and produc-
tion of a new gencration F-16.

The US. Defense Department proposed such
Isracli involvement in 1986, in the course of. its
ongoing cfforts to persuade Isracli policymakers
to forgo the Lavi. Washington feels the Lavi is
too costly for Isracl to undertakc without ser-
iously prejudicing other vital defense needs.
Pentagon officials, and Isracli Air Force experts,
believe the present generation F-16 can fulfil the
neceds designed to be covered by the Lavi.

Nature Of Peres’ Plan

Peres’ plan: would assume U.S. consent to
convert to. Shekels and use in Isracl a further
$100 million of the U.S. military aid package ($1.8
billion annually) for the Lavi-2000 project. Wash-
ington has indicated in the past that it would
agree to this.

In cffect, the Lavi 2000 idca would mecan
Isracli participation in' American plans for an ATF
or Advanced Tactical Fighter, vicwed by U.S.
planners as the leap forward soon imminent in
warplanc design and technology.

By referring to Lavi 2000, Percs apparently
hopes to woo some of “the Ministers who have
backed continuation of the present Lavi project.
Peres himsclf has become convinced, during weeks
of intense consultations with Defense and Finance
Ministry officials, that the present project is not
viable 'without 'a massive incrcasc of 'the tax
burden on the Isracli public.

Inside sources say Peres' ncw  scheme  is
backed by his longtime friend Al Schwimmer, who
founded IAI, but is opposed by the IAID's present
management led by dircctor-gencral Moshe Kerct.

SPECIAL TO THE JTA ;
IN THE BEGINNING THERE WAS A MEETING
By Susan Birnbaum

NEW YORK, Aug. 26 (JTA) -- Rabbi Wolfe
Kelman, exccutive vice president of the Rabbinical
Assembly of the Conservative movement, said he
was originally assumed to bc a participant at the
conclave between the Pope and Jewish representa-
tives being held next week, in his capacity as
chairman of the American Section of the World
Jewish Congress.

However, because of a certain lack of organ-
ization, or possibly too much organization, by
Jewish groups intent on joining the entourage, the
makeup of the group has been so transformed
from its original simple conception that Kelman
will not be going. He explained the reason for his
decision, as well as the background to the orig-
inal decision to hold the meceting, to the Jewish
Telegraphic Agency Wednesday.

Kelman said that when the original contro-
versy arose over the meeting in June between the
Pope and Austrian President Kurt Waldheim, he
appeared on -ABC-TV’s "Nightlin¢" with John
Cardinal. O’Connor of Ncw York to discuss the
issue.

In response to. a question from host Ted
Koppel whether Jewish representatives should still
g0 to Miami to meet with the Pope -- a meeting
which Kelman described as "ceremonial” -- Kelman
responded that "most Jewish organizations would
find it difficult to go to Miami for a cercmonial
meeting, but would find a ‘substantive’ mecting
with the Pope beneficial.”

Kelman told the JTA the venue was never
mentioned. It could have ‘been "anywhere that
would ‘be convenicnt for both parties," he said.
Rome was not mentioned then.

A few days after his "Nightlinc" appcarance,
he continued, when Agostino Cardinal Casaroli,
Vatican Secretary of State, was in New York, he
met with four rabbis. This mecting, Kelman said,
was arranged by the National Conference of
Catholic Bishops, which suggested that it -would
be "helpful" if Casaroli would mecet them.

ubjects Were Discussed

Kelman was present at that mecting at the
Apostolic’ Mission to the United Nations in his
capacity as chairman of thc Amcrican Scction of
the WIC. Present along with him were Rabbi
Gilbert Klaperman, now president of the Syna-
gogue Council of America and at the time presi-
dent of the Rabbinical Council of America; Rabbi
Marc Tanenbaum, director of international rela-
tions for ‘the Amecrican Jewish Committee; and
Rabbi Mordecai Waxman, chairperson of the
International Jewish Committee for Interrcligious
Consultations (1JCIC).

At that meceting, four subjeccts were discus-
sed: the mceting between Waldheim and the Pope;
the issuc of Vatican recognition of Isracl; the
Church’s role - during - thec Holocaust; and the
current tendency to. minimize the uniqueness of
Jewish suffering during the Holocaust. Kelman
said the bulk of the discussion centered on the
issucs of Waldheim and Vatican recognition of
Isracl. Kelman described ‘the mecting ‘as "very
candid, friecndly but straightforward," with "no
rhetoric, no minced words."

He said he'proposed at that meeting  that,
"What [ would like to scc emerge from such a
mecting with the Pope would be a process leading
to the issuance of a Papal encyclical dealing with
these questions. It would have tremendous impact
as a formal Church teaching." Kelman said that
Casaroli’s response was that "It takes time" to
prepare an encyclical. v

Shortly thereafter, Kelman said, a message
was received from Johannes Cardinal Willebrands,

Four
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president of the Vatican Commission for Religious
Rclations with the Jews, saying that the Pope
would be willing to mecet with Jewish representa-
tives, but that therc should be two mectings, a
prcliminary one between Willebrands and  his
associates and the Jewish representatives in which
the agenda and participating parties would be
outlined, and a meceting with the Pope the follow-
ing day.

‘A Kind Of Assumption’

Kelman said it "was never made clear who
would meet with Willebrands and the Pope. There
was a kind of assumption that the four who had
met with Casaroli -- and perhaps some others--
would mect with the Pope."

It was then decided, Kelman said, to send a
preliminary working task force to Rome to pre-
parc for the mectings with Vatican officials and
the Pope. This would be Tancnbaum and Michael
Wischograd, an expert on Christian-Jewish rela-
tions for the AJCongress.

"Because most of the Vatican staff was on
vacation,” Kelman said, "that mecting never took
place. So a lot of these discussions have taken
place by telephone informally. In the course of
the discussions that followed, a number of Jewish
groups thought they should be included."

It was agrecd that an Isracli and a European
Jewish representative be included, Kelman said,
and ‘“everyone agreed." Geoffrey Wigoder of
Jerusalem, chairman of the Isracli Interfaith
Committee, would represent the Isracli component
of HJCIC, the organization of Jewish groups which
received the Vatican invitation. It was also agreed
that Gerhart Riegner, cochairman of the WIC
governing board, should be invited. "Then," said
Kclman, "the question arosc of who clse."

Kelman said he has decided not to go,
because "there are more than cnough pcople to
adequately represent the Jewish community.”

The dclegation going to Romec includes
Waxman, Klapecrman, Tanenbaum, Ricgner, Wigoder;
Scymour Recich, president of B’nai B'rith Interna-
tional; Rabbi Leon Klenicki, director of interfaith
affairs for the Anti-Defamation Lecague of B’nai
B'rith; Henry Sicgman, cxecutive director of the
American  Jewish Congress; Rabbi  Alexander
Schindler, president of the Union of American
Hebrew Congregations; and Gunther Lawrence,

who will accompany them as delegation spokes-
man.

Kelman said of the group, "I wish them
\vgll, and pray that the mectings will be a further
milestone in improving Catholic-Jewish relations.”

ANOTHER TENSION-FILLED SABBATH
IS SHAPING UP FOR JERUSALEM
By David Landau

JERUSALEM, Aug. 26 (JTA) -- A Jerusalem
commercial-cinema plans five film screenings next
Friday night, and Orthodox circles in the city
plan major demonstrations, in what is shaping up
as another tension-filled Shabbat for the capital
city.

The Orthodox, hecartened by solid
showing at a Western Wall prayer mecting on
Monday, arc also moving on the political plane:
the Council of Torah Sages of the Shas Party
Wednesday ordered its politicians to sccede from
Mayor Teddy Kollek’s municipal coalition next
week unless the Shabbat dispute is satisfactorily
resolved. The commercial cinema, Orion, intends
to offer lectures at the start of cach showing,

their

thereby abiding, in its view, by a municipal by-
law provision permitting cultural events on the
Sabbath while forbidding regular commercial film
screenings. The Orion would presumably scll club
membership tickets before the Sabbath begins.

In addition to this latest venture, the four
non-commercial cinema clubs that screened films
(accompanied by lectures) last Friday night have
all announced their intention to do so again this
weekend.

These are Beit Agron in the city center, the
Cincmatheque, the Tsavta Theater, and Beit
Yitzhaki, ‘a cultural center in the German Colony
district of south Jerusalem. The organizers are
backed -- led as some observers say -- by polit-
ical activists from Mapam, Civil Rights Movement,
and other leftwing and liberal parties in the
capital.

The Gravity Of The Situation

The Shas spiritual lcaders ordered their
politicians - to meet with Kollck urgently and
“explain to him the gravity of the situation.”

Thus far, Shas and its rival ultra-Orthodox
party, Agudat Yisracl, are working together in the
“battle over the sanctity of ‘the sacred city.”
Shas’s top mentor, former Sephardic Chief Rabbi
Ovadia  Yosef, stood alongside Rabbis Shalom
Eliashiv and Shlomo Zalman Auerbach, two leading
Aguda-affiliated rabbis, at the Monday evening
prayer-demonstration at the Wall.

The high point at that ¢vent was the advent,
uncxpected, of the vencrable Rabbi of Gur, Rabbi
Simcha Bunim Alter, who is close to 90 and has
not been scen in public for many months. His car
was immediately -mobbed -by young -followers.- But
his attendance gave ‘the dcmonstration a huge
fillip -- which was necessary in view of its
failure to attain the turn-out which the organiz-
ers hoped for.

Although the Aguda necwspaper Hamodia
spoke of 50,000 pcople, more objective estimates
put the rcal number at less than half. Neverthe-
less, all “obscrvers agreed it was an impressive
show of solidarity, solemn and well-organized.

The vast congregation chanted prayers and
sclected Psalms from a specially-printed order of
service, and shofar-blowers rounded off the
proceedings with vigorous blasts' -- ushering in
the month of repentance, Elul, whose new moon
rosc that night.

Significantly, there was a  smattering of
knitted kippot among the black-hatted throng--
showing some solidarity between the more modern
Orthodox clements in the city and the ultra-

Orthodox (Haredi) community on' the Shabbat
issue.

MOVE TO CURB AIDS IN ISRAEL
By Hugh Orgel

TEL AVIV, Aug. 26 (JTA) -- Isracli prosti-
tutes will be required to undcrgo blood tests for
AIDS cvery six months and will be liable to arrest
if caught without an “AIDS-frec” certificate,
Health Minister. Shoshana - Arbeli-Almoslino an-
nounced Tuesday.

She was  addressing a meeting of top-level
health officials and representatives of the police,
the IDF, the Magen David Adom, kibbutz move-
ments and of the Labor and Education Ministries,
called to discuss the discasc. ¥

- Awarc of the problems of introducing spccial
legislation at this time, the Health Ministry is
declaring AIDS to be a “dangerous communicable
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discase” and adding it to the cxisting list of
discases for which persons suspected of defined
diseascs may be “removed, isolated or arrested
and sent for laboratory tests” under existing
regulations.

The present list includes typhus, smallpox,
cholera, yellow fever, and malaria.

There are estimated to be between 2,000 and
10,000 male and female prostitutes active in
Isracl.

Of the total of - 45 people found to have
AIDS in Israel, 35 have died. Half of them were
infected -abroad. Another 237 persons have been
found to carry AIDS antibodies in their blood.

Of 4,000 convicts. in Isracli prisons tested
for AIDS, 30 have been found to have AIDS anti-
bodies, but not the disease itself. Most were drug
addicts.

The IDF chief medical officer has rejected a
Health Ministry proposal that the army check all
soldicrs for. AIDS. Brig. Gen. Dr. Ychuda Danon
said that if there were rcason to check all sold-
icrs, the entire civilian population should  be
checked. He said that of 250,000 soldiers who had
donated blood last year, only 11 were found to
have AIDS antibodics.

ACCORD REACHED AT SOLTAM PLANT

TEL AVIV, Aug. 25 (JTA) -- The agreement
reached between the Histadrut and Soltam workers
who had barricaded themselves in the Yokncam
plant and which ‘enabled. them to free the Koor
and Soltam management  personnel after holding
them hostage  for somec 38 hours calls for the
continued..employment...of 300-400 of  the. 1,300
workers on civilian projects.. The factory has a
large backlog stock of military equipment because
it did not ceasc production when orders declined.

The other 700-800 cmployes who had ‘been
working on military hardware will have to choosc

onc of the options open to them: gencrous sever-~

ance pay for thosc retiring. or taking carly retire-
ment; using up full-pay accumulated leave (up ‘to
six - months for some of the -workers); taking
reduced . pay leave, with 75 percent of the usual
Icave pay; or opting for a four-day weck retrain-
ing program with five day’'s pay and a 30 percent
premium. ;

U.S. OFFICIAL SAYS OPPOSITION TO
BORK IS BASED ON ‘MISINFORMATION’
By David Friedman

WASHINGTON, Aug. 26 (JTA) -- Dcputy
Attorncy General Arnold Burns told a group . of
rabbis - Wednesday that. opposition within the
Jewish community and clsewhere to Judge Robert
Bork is based on "misinformation” about President
Reagan’s nomince to the vacant seat on the U.S.
Supreme Court.

A "false" image of Bork has been presented
by "some pcople, "who want "to achieve political
goals of their own,"” wholly unrclated to the
nomination, Burns. said at a ‘lunchcon for :28
Orthodox, Conservative and Reform rabbis from 13
statcs, sponsored by the National Jewish Coalition.
The luncheon was part of .a° day-long scrics of
briefings for the rabbis by members of -the Ad-
ministration. : . : .

Burns, the sccond highest ranking official in
the Justice Dcpartment and a. member of  the
National Jewish Coalition, said a "fictional" Bork
has been portrayed who is an extremist, - opposed
to civil rights, labor unions and women’s rights,

among other things. He said the ‘“real" Bork
belicves that "a judge’s views on what is a de-
sirable matter of policy has no placc in a judge’s
decision," that decisions must be based on inter-
pretation of the U.S. Constitution and what
Congress had in mind when it passed a particular
law.

He noted that in his five years on the U.S:
Court of Appeals in Washington, Bork has partici-
pated in over 400 majority opinions, nonc of
which were reversed by the Supreme Court.

Burns did not mention church-state issucs
during his talk, but when he was asked later by
the. Jewish Telegraphic ' Agency about Bork’s
opinions in. this arca of concern to the Jewish
community, Burns said he did not know Bork’s
views since he had never ruled on this issue on
the Court of Appeals. .

But Burns added that hc was "confident"
that on this issue, as on others, Bork’s deccisions
will be based on his intcrpretation of the Consti-
tution and not on idcology. "Bork has demon-
strated that he has an open mind," he stressed.

When a rabbi asked about Bork's vicws on
abortion, Burns replied that it was "wholly irrcle-
vant"'to_his nomination to the Supreme Court. He
said Bork has said hec is "bound by dccided cases”
and accepts Roe v. Wade which legalized abor-
tions. However, he conceded that if- a new abor-
tion case came to the Supreme Court the decision
could be reversed.

While most of the briefings Wednesday was
closed to thc press, Burns specch ~was . open,
apparently in an effort to . counter the growing
opposition to the Bork nomination in the Jewish
community. ‘Public. opposition. has ‘alrecady been
expressed by the.Jewish War Veterans, the Amer-
ican Jewish Congress, B’nai B'rith Women, the
National Council of Jewish Women, the Union of
Amecrican- Hebrew  Congregations and the New
Jewish Agenda.

At the luncheon Richard Fox, chairman of
the National Jewish Coalition, noted that. it was
"unique" to-have the participation and exchange
of views from rabbis representing all movements
in. Judaism. "It -ought to happen on 4 regular
basis," he said.

Fox said that the National Coalition, through
its participation in Reagan’s clection, has had an
"impact" on the Administration’s policy in matters
of Jewish concern. "We belicve we've: made a
difference,” he said. "I belicve it's an important
difference.”

* * ok

JERUSALEM :(JTA) -- Sccurity forces Wed-
nesday scaled up houses in the West Bank belong-
ing to two Palestinians who face trial next week
accused of stabbing and wounding an Isracli Jew
last December in Jerusalem, military sources:said.

* k¥ -

TEL AVIV (JTA) -- Forcign Ministcr Shimon
Peres has appealed to King Husscin .of Jordan to
take a "dramatic step” to allay Isracl’s fears. over
a Middle East peace conference, Maarijv. reported
Wednesday. It said that Peres asked Hussein to
influence Isracli public opinion by indicating hc
would “hold dircct talks ‘with Isracl within the
framework of ‘a United Nations-sponsored confer-
ence. Peres .reportedly said the message passed.
orally to Hussein through a forcign intermediary.
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IRANIAN EMBASSY IN BRAZIL IS
CIRCULATING "PROTOCOLS OF ZION"

NEW YORK, Aug. 26 (JTA) -- The Iranian
Embassy in Brazil has been circulating a reprint
of the "Protocols of the Elders of Zion," the
notorious anti-Semitic hoax, on paper bearing the
Embassy’s imprint, the American Jewish Committce
reported here Wednesday.

The Committee noted that the distribution of
the "Protocols” has prompted a scries ol articles
in thc Sao Paulo daily, Folha dc¢ Sao Paulo, the
Cirst of which appeared on July 4, hecadlined
"Iranian Embassy Publishes Anti-Semitic Work in
Brazil." This anti-Jewish Iranian campaign is
described in a report of the AJC’s Intcrnational
Reclations Department, prepared by Jacobo Kovad-
loff, AJC dircctor of South American Affairs.

The article, the AJC stated, discussed the
history of the "Protocols,” from their mid-nine-
teenth century origin  until the present day,
focusing on rccent local developments.

Interviewed by Folha, Francisco Morena de
Carvalho, a young Jewish physician and lcader of
the Friends of Pcace Now Movement, commented
that "thc rcappearance of the ‘Protocols’ in Brazil
coincides with the current nced for scapcgoating.”
Also quoted was "Geraldo,” a member of a Nazi-
oricnted Sao Paulo group, who declared that the
"Protocols" were still valid today.

Iranian Defends Dissemination Of ‘Protocols’

In response to a query by the ncwspaper,
the Iranian Embassy confirmed the publication of
the "Protocols,” and Isracl’s Ambassador to Brazil,
Itzhak Sarfaty, was said to be preparing a protest
for submission to Brazil’s Forcign Office.

In another article, Folha quoted Mouhmud
Emtiaz, Iranian Charge d'Affaires and Acting
Ambassador in Brazil, as saying that no racism of
any kind was involved in the "Protocols.” He
added that he was "perplexed” at the possibility
of having its publication banned in Brazil since
"this is a part of history, and the disscmination
of history cannot be forbidden.”

The ncwspaper also quoted Jose Knopflich,
president of the Jewish Federation of Sao Paulo,
as declaring that the dissemination of the "Proto-
cols" and the sentencing of Klaus Barbie were not
simply a coincidence, that anti-fascist groups used
the Barbic indictment to sprcad anti-Scmitism.
Knopflich asserted that organizations representing
the Jewish community of Brazil werc always on
the alert for anti-Semitic literature.

Benno  Milnitzky, president of the Jewish
Confledcration of Brazil, said there was no nced
to prove the racist or anti-Semitic nature of the
"Protocols” because its forgery has been establish-
ed in scveral parts of the world. He said the
Jewish community would "avail itscll of every
legal mcans" against thc dissemination of such
material as the "Protocols.”

Kovadloff rccalled that on a trip to South
America in 1984, he and Rabbi Marc Tancnbaum,
the Committee’s director of international rela-
tions, had met with Dr. Vivaldo Barbosa, Sccre-
tary of Justicc of the State of Rio, and with Dr.
Arthur de Castilho Ncto, Sccretary General of the
Ministry of Justicc in Brasilia, and that both
officials declared: "We will not allow bigotry to
spill over from the Middle East conflict “into
Brazil."

Existing lcgislation, the two officials c¢x-
plained, cnable them to take appropriate action to
suppress the distribution of anti-Semitic material.

HEART TRANSPLANT OPERATION
PERFORMED IN HADASSAH HOSPITAL
By David Landau

JERUSALEM, Aug. 26 (JTA) -- Ovadia Masri,
50, of Beersheba, was pronounced "stable but still
not out of danger" by doctors at Hadassah Hos-
pital Wednesday afternoon after undergoing a
heart-transplant operation during the night.

It was the first such surgery performed in
Isracl in 20 years. Two operations donc by Prof.
Maurice Levy of Tel Aviv in the late 1960’s both
failed.

Wednesday's operation comes a year aflter
the Health ‘Ministry awarded Hadassah a licence
to perform hcart transplants. Since then, the
Jerusalem Medical Center has trained a team of
doctors and nurses and has awaited the right
circumstances in which to pcrform the operation.

Masri, with a chronic heart discase, has
been waiting -- along with other potential recip-
ients -- with even greater avidness for these
circumstances to materialize.

They did so on Tucsday when a young man
(not identified) died at Hadassah after carlier
telling doctors that he ‘agreed to his hecart being
transplanted. The operation began at midnight and
went on until dawn, with the team led by South
African-born Hadassah cardiologist Prof. Joscph
Bolman.

The Hospital Rabbi and the chicl rabbinate

were  kept informed, according = to Hadassah
spokesmen, and - all halachic requirements were
fulfilled.

Medical sources belicved ‘that if this opera-
tion succeeds - others would quickly follow at
Hadassah, and subscquently at other. Israeli hos-
pitals.

NO YELLOW WARNING SIGN
FOR THIS TRAFFIC HAZARD

NEW YORK, Aug. 26 (JTA) -- New -York
Statc Policc have told a group of devout Jews to
ccasc tying up traffic on ‘thc New York Statc
Thruway.

The Jewish Press reports that on Thursday
cvening, August 6, approximately 65 cars parked
on the north side of ‘the toll plaza necar Harriman,
NY -- about an hour’s drive from New York City.
The drivers got out to "daven mincha" (worship
the cvening prayers).

Their action caused a major traffic jam with
cars swerving in all directions. After prayers,
police told the Press that many of the worship-
pers remained  to socialize. They blocked the
telephones, and some cven' crossed into oncoming
traffic to usc other phones. Children also were
reportedly wandering unsupervised.

The police ask that those wishing to stop
for prayer usc the ncarby : Sloatsburg Service
Arca, which contains adcquate parking facilitics,
washrooms and telephones. Police will not permit
parking at the toll area.

TEL AVIV (JTA) -- The West Bank terror
squad, whose recent detention was announced by
the sccurity services Tuesday, had been organized
by the PLO, Fatah and the Islamic Jihad group in
Am.mam Its ‘members had been recruited and
trained ‘separately in Jordan, Iraq, ‘Syria, Algeria
and Pakistan, according to security sources.



