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WALDHEIM REPORTED TO BLAME A
‘LOBBY ON THE EAST COAST OF AMERICA’
FOR INFLUENCING THE JUSTICE DEPT.
TO BAR HIM FROM ENTRY INTO THE US.
By Relnhard Engel

VIENNA, May 19 (JTA) - A leading Austrian
news weekly reported Monday that President Kurt
Waldheim blamed “a lobby on the East Coast of
America” for influencing the US. Justice Depart-
ment to bar him from entry into the United
States.

According to the magazine, Profil, Waldheim
made the charge, seen here as a veiled allusion to
influentinl American Jews, in a speech he deliv-
ered recently to a small gathering of Austrian
war veterans. Waldheim was placed on the Justice
Department’s “Watch List” of inadmissable for-
cigners because of ¢vidence of his complicity in
Nazi atrocities in the Balkans during World War
1L

After telling the veterans that he was denied
due process by the Americans and the presumption
of innocence until proven guilty, the Austrian
President was quoted in Profil as saying:

“There is a lobby on the East Coast of
America which is monstrously brutal, reckless and
has just one wish - to take revenge, revenge for
my work as Sccretary General of the United
Nations, where I objectively and consequently
made politics in the interest of the population of
the whole world.

“These politics might not have been liked by
certain gentlemen, like the lobby which initiated
this action. They might feel satisfaction that they
succeeded in applying force, immense pressure on
the Administration. But the consequences will not
be as they expected. They do not see that we are
ready to take that challenge. They will be aston-
ished,”

Waldheim may have been referring to his
intention to file suit for libel in the US. Ac-
cording to Profil, the major political parties here
are consulting informally sbout a non-partisan

to replace Waldheim in the near future.

fergnces On Wheth Waldhelm Should Resign

Meanwhile, the Organization of Jewish
University Students called Monday for Waldheim’s
resignation. A spokesman for the group, Martin
Engelberg, said Waldheim’s recent attempts to
show he has no problems with Jews or his own
past lacked credibility.

The Jewish students’ demand, however, was
contrary to the position of the Austrian Jewish
community whose president, Paul Grosz, said last
week that Waldheim’s resignation was not wanted,
nor would it be the right solution to the problem
because it might create the impression that his
downfall was brought about by the Jews.

In a television address Saturday, Waldheim
denounced the Nazi regime for its misdeeds and
atrocities. He said the Austrian army had been
absorbed into the German army in 1938 and “like
hundreds of thousands of other Austrians,” he
had been transferred from the Austrian army into
the German forces, “not on my own free willL”

He added, “When we were forcibly pulled
into the war by a regime we rejected, we could
not yet see the horrible consequences of the Nazi
regime. Too late we understood the historic
tragedy with all its human cruelties. The misdeeds
committed are not to be justified..”

JUSTICE DEPARTMENT OFFICIAL SAYS
DECISION TO BAR WALDHEIM FROM THE
US. WAS IMPORTANT ‘SYMBOLIC GESTURE’
By David Friedman

WASHINGTON, May 19 (JTA) —~The Reagan
Administration’s decision to bar Austrian President
Kurt Waldheim from the United States was an
important “symbolic gesture, according to a
senior Justice Department official.

"It is a declaration to the world that this
nation is and will be inhospitable to persons who
have acted in the way Mr. Waldheim appears to
have done during the war, namely, participating in
atrocities against Jews and other groups in south-
eastern Europe," Deputy Attorney General Arnold
Burns told the legal division of the Amti-Defama-
tion League of B'nai B'rith in Los Angeles May
14,

The action by the Justice and State depart-
ments bars Waldheim as a person, but not in his
capacity as president. But it serves an educational
purpose, Burns explained.

"It states that racial hatred and violence--
which are inextricable—are ugly and wrong; and
that we have to make a clean break with it," he

d.

In his speech, a copy of which was made
available Tuesday by the ADL office here, Burns
also defended the deportation of Karl Linnas to
the Soviet Union for his participation in the
murder of thousands in the Tartu concentration
camp in his native Estonia, and pledged to con-
tinue the Justice Department's efforts against
hate groups in the United States.

On the Linnas case, Burns noted that Linnas
did not contest the evidence against him, but
relied on "a plea for decency and compassion®
because of the death sentence imposed on him by
the USSR in absentia.

He stressed that deportation is not extradi-
tion, whick is made at the request of a foreign
government. *Deportation involves no recognition
of the criminal justice system of the country to
which the person is deported,” he said.

Burns denied that the Justice Department
had sought to provide a last-minute haven for
Linnas in Panama to prevent his being sent to the
Soviet Union.

He said Linnas' lawyer told the Department
that Panama might accept him, and this was
investigated because all deported Nazi war crimin-
als are given the opportunity to find a country
that will take them.

"I asked the State Department to see wheth-
er this offer was valid,” Burns said. "It was not.
And in any event, it was not something our
department had sought out. Upon learning that
there was no ‘Panama offer,” we proceeded ac-
cording to law.”







