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PERES SAYS WALDHEIM'S ELECTION IS
PROBLEM OF 'AUSTRIA'S RELATIONS
WITH ITSELF* AND 'WITH.ITS PAST'
By David Landau

JERUSALEM, June 10 (JTA) == Premier:Shimon
Peres said Monday night that the election of Kurt
Waldheim to the Presidency of Austria is less a prob=
lem of Israel's relations with Austria than it is a prob~
lem of "Austria’s relations with itself" and "with its
past, "

In a televised speech, Peres said, "from my
point of view the problem is not whether Waldheim
was elected or not. What really worries me is the
background, the accompaniment of his election. This
accompaniment and background were not lacking in
anti-Semitic characteristics, " J

Waldheim, elected Sunday with an eight percent
margin == a landslide in terms of past Austrian Presi~

and there iis a growing body of evidence indicating
that he was at least indirectly involved in afrocities
against Yugoslav partisans and the deportation of
Greek Jews when he served as a Wehrmacht intelli-
gence officer in the Balkans during World War 11.

A Measured Response
Israel recalled its Ambassador to Vienna, Mich~
ael Elitzur, Monday, for "consultations. " But beyond
that, the government's response has been a:measured
one. Peres.indicated Tuesday that no:further diplo—
matic action would:be taken by Israel at this time de
spite calls from various political quarters and in the
press to break diplomatic relations with Austria.
Both: Peres and President. Chaim Herzog have
counselled coolness and caution. Even Foreign Min-
ister Yitzhak Shamir, the Likud leader who was the
most outspoken accuser of Waldheim among senior
_Israeli officials, was circumspect. He informed the
" Knesset Tuesday that he would be unable to reply im-
mediately to nine urgent agenda motions on Wald~
heim's election.. He asked that the issue be deferred
for a day.
“ Peres, in his television speech, dwelt on "the

ease" with which Austria "forgives its having belong1”

ed fo a camp ... about which only a feeling of horro
and atrocity remains, " a reference to the enthusiasm
with which Austria welcomed its incorporation into
the Third Reich in 1938.

'Austria Has A Problem’

"I ' want to say, without being supercilious, in
my opinion, anti=Semitism is dangerous for anti~
Semites, " Peres said. "Thank God we don't depend
on them any more. We live our own life here, we
don't need the approval of any Austrian on how to
live or behave, and the Ausirians don't need us eithe
in such matters:

"However, Austria has a problem. We haven't
heard o voice from there, such as were, for example
heard from (West) Germany, be it of (the late Chan-
cellor Konrad) Adenauer or of (incumbent President
Richard) von Weizsaecker more recently . ,"

Von Weizsaecker, like Waldheim, was an officer
in the Wehrmacht during the war, but unlike the
Austrian President-elect, freely admitted it and has
on more than one occasion expressed deep personal
sorrow over Germany's Nazi past-and the Holocaust.

Knesset Speaker:Shlomo'Hillel, a Laborite, was
far more bitter in his reaction to Waldheim's election
than Peres.” "We, together with the entire cultured
and enlightened world, find ourselves today shocked
and astounded by the lack of sensitivity displayed by
the Austrian people at this time, " he said during a
plenary session Tuesday.

"I.know that we must react and say what is on our
mind. | hope that in our response, too, we will not for=
get and not let others forget for a moment that this prob=
lem is not only that of the Jewish people and the State
of Israel. It is a problem of the entire enlightened demo-
cratic world ...

"If in the center of Europe today,in one of its central
states, a people could go and elect a man who is suspect=
ed == and suspicion is enough =~ of having collaborated
with the Nazi regime, then there are serious doubts
about the lessons which Europe has drawn from the accur~
sed war which brought tragedy upon our people and the
whole of Europe, " Hillel'said.

WALDHEIM VOTE. VIEWED AS PROTEST~ 2
AGAINST SOCIALISTLED GOVERNMENT :
By Reinhard Engel =~ ™~

VIENNA, ‘June 10.(JTA) == The election of Kurt
Waldheim to the:Presidency of Ausiria by a comfortable
margin Sunday : is being interpreted by. political. observ=~
ers here as less a vote of confidence in Waldheim, a
man accused of war crimes, than a protest against the
Socialist~led government. Chancelror Fred Sinowatz
leader of the Socialist~Liberal coalition, resigned 24
ours after Waldheim defeated his Socialist rival, Kurt
Steyrer by 54-46 percent, one of the largest pluralities
ever recorded in an Austrian Presidential election.

Sinowatz was promptly succeeded by. Finance Minister
Franz Vranitzky, a 49=year-old banker. considered a
pragmatist of the.Socialist right wing. He had formerly
served 12 years as Minister for Education and Culture.

The Socialist Party's fortunes have been waning since
the 1983 parliamentary elections when Chancellor
Bruno Kreisky lost his absolute majority and was forced
to resign. Sinowatz had been Kreisky's.chosen successor.
His replacement by Vranitzky indicated a rightward
turn by the Socialist Party in preparation for the next
parliamentary contest in April, 1987,

According to Alois Mock, chairman of the conserva-
tive'People’s Party. which sponsored Waldheim's candid-
acy, the government reshuffle is only. a “transitory. sol-
ution" until next year's parliamentary. elections. Nor~
bert Steger, who is Vice Chancellor and chairman of
the liberal=right Freedom Party, the. Socialists" coali~
tion partner, said he considers-the new leadership
"workable, " ;
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U.S. REPORTEDLY PRESSING FOR
ABANDONMENT OF LAVI PROJECT
By Hugh Orgel

TEL AVIV, June 10 (JTA) == Israeli and Ameri~
can officials are embroiled in serious debate over thg
feasibility of Israel producing its second generation
supersonic jet fighter plane, the Lavi, a prototype of
which is scheduled for its first test flight next Sept-
ember.

A multi-party Knesset delegation,just returned
from the U.S. reported they were subjected fo intense|
pressure by the American officials they met fo aban-|
don the project on grounds that Israel has neither thef
money nor the technical ability to build the plane.
The main American agrument against the Lavi is its
excessive cost per unit. But American cost calcula-
tions greatly exceed those of Israeli experts,

The U,S. has a direct stake in the plane be-
cause it is financing the project to a large degree
and because the Lavi wi|Tbe powered by American-
made Pratt and Whitney engines. Haarefz quoted a
senior Defense Ministry official Tuesday as saying
the Reagan Administration has faken no formal deci-
sion to discontinue the Lavi but would be very pleas-
ed if Israel decided to do so on its own.

Israel Determined To Build Lavi

Defense Minister Yitzhak Rabin has indicated
that Israel is determined to build the plane but is
willing to hear American alternative proposals, the
newspaper Al Hamishmar reported Tuesday .

“"They (the Americans) are not talking about dis
continving financial aid for the project (but) Israel
is open to proposals and is willing to examine them,
provided there is no delay in-the plane's:develop~
ment in the meantime, " Rabin was quoted as saying
in advance of an interview to be published in Al
Hamishmar later this week.

Rabin disclosed that the U.S, is now seeking
to present Israel with alternatives to the Lavi,
"V\/l:en alternatives are in question, it is not the
F~20 (an American-built jet) but a combination of
an American platform and Israeli avionics, " Rabin
was quoted as saying. ¢

his would appear to mean an American design~|
ed aircraft with Israel developing and producing the
electrical and electronic devices that would go into
it.

"If the Americans have proposals, and they
think that it will take half a year to formulate them
in coordination with us and with'due regard for our -
comments, I'm willing to hear these proposals, We
have no proposals, we have a decision" to go ahead
with the plane, Rabin said. .

He stressed that the Lavi meets Israel's needs
""but this does not mean that other solutions:involv=-|-
ing other planes -~ which may be received from the

.S. == cannot be found."

Cost Higher Than Expected

According to sources quoted by Haaretz, it is
clear that the cost of the Lavi will be higher than
Israel originally. reported to the Americans, but
lower than the ‘estimates by U,S. Deputy Assistant
Secretary of Defense Dov Zakheim. S

The sources told Haaretz that in some years .
there would be a need: to invest almost $900 million:
in the plane in order to adhere to the production
schedule, The Jerusalem Post reported Tuesday that
Rabin has called an urgent meeting of the top eche=

‘lons of the Defensé Mim;srry and of Israel Aircraft™

Industries (1Al), manufacturer of the Lavi, fo reassess
the program in light of costs.

Jobs Guaranteed By U.S, .

Israel Radio reported, meanwhile, that the Knesset
delegation had received suggestions from American
officials that Israel should use an ddvanced version of
the American=built F=16 jet fighter incorporating in
it the Israeli technology developed for the ‘Lavi.

Also, according to the dele?cﬁon, the Americans
promised that Israeli engineers laid off if the Lavi is
abandoned would find employment in- the U.S. Strat-
egic Defense Initiative (SDI), the Reagan Administra-
tion's so-called Star Wars program. Israel, along with
Britain and West Germany, is one of the American.
allies promised contracts in connection with the SDI.

The Knesset delegation was more than a little
indignant over the pressure applied by U, S. officials,
Israel Radio reported, They were quoted as saying that
as they made tﬁzir rounds from one official to another,
those they just saw briefed the ones they were about -
to see on the arguments the lsraelis were presenting in
favor of the Lavi. Thus briefed in advance, they were
able to come up with counter—arguments.

David Magen, a Likud MK who was a member -of
the delegation, said the high cost estimates by the
Americans were based on exaggerated notions of the
salaries earned by Israeli engineers. He and other

members said the Americans seemed determined to abort

the Israeli Lavi production effort.
CABINET ACTS TO CURTAIL WATER SUPPLY

. JERUSALEM, June 10 (JTA). =~ The Cabinet acted
Monday to.curtail the water supply for agricultural
and urban use to replenish reserves which have dwind-
led because of an unusually light rainfall during the
past winter and rising consumption.

A proposal by Agriculture Minister Arye Nehamkin
to reduce the water, supply b
was adopted although severa{ ministers argued for more
drastic cuts. Farmers:will have - 60 million cubic
meters less water and 40 million cubic meters will be
removed from urban consumption,

100:million cubic meters,

"A committee was appointed consisting of Premier . %

" Shimon Peres, Finance Minister Moshe Nissim and Ne-

hamkin who will decide by the end.of this summer
whether further reductions are necessary .
Farmers, by far the largest consumers ot water,

have |

already begun shifting to crops that need less irrigation.’

Nehamkin said that cotton, a high irrigation crop, is
being cut by 30 percent which will save about 100
million cubic meters of water, S

A television advertising campaign has begun, urgin,
city dwellers to use less water. They are advised towas

_ their cars with buckets rather than garden hoses .

One minister proposed regulations to'enforce nig}.{t‘

watering of parks and private gardens. Another suggest-

ed that 25 percent of. the urban water supply could
be conserved if leaky pipes are mended. (By David
Landau) . . :
3 *ok ok =

JERUSALEM (JTA) == Israel and Egypt have named
their representatives to the arbitration panel that will
decide the Taba border dispute. But.the two countries
have yet to agree on the three international -members,
on the terms of reference that.will provide the frame-
work of arbitration and on the wording of the questions
to be submitted to the panel.

|
i
i
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JUSTICE, STATE DEPT, IN DISPUTE
OVER EXTENT OF ISRAELI ESPIONAGE
By Judith Kohn

WASHINGTON, June 10 (JTA) =~ The Depart-
ments of State and Justice are engaging in an in=
creasingly public dispute over the extent of Israeli
espionage activities in the United States.

State Department spokesman Bernard Kalb said
Tuesday that his agency was standing by a statement
delivered Monday in the name of "all elements of
the Administration," asserting that Israel has coopery
ated in the Pollard investigation and that the U.S.
has no-evidence that Pollard was part of an extens =
ive Israeli spying operation, . . .

But Justice Department spokesman Patrick Korter)
denied Monday that Attorney Ceneral Edwin Meese had
approved the statement, maintaining that his agency|
would never comment on the details of an ongoing .
investigation. : . :

At the same time, officials were said to be _
standing by their off~the~record suggestions that
there was evidence of a wider operation authorized
by the Israeli government. :

Claim !Selective Cooperation'

The statement by the State Department-came. in
apparent response fo Israeli anger,over assertions in
the press by unnamed Justice Depariment officials
that the espionage activities of Jonathan Jay Pol-
lard, who pleaded guilty last week to conspiring to
sell state secrefs to Israel, was more than the_
"rogue” operation which the Israeli government has
claimed it to be. <

In addition, William Webster, head of the Fed-
eral Bureau of Investigation, was quoted last week.
as accusing Israel of "selective cooperation" in the:
investigation of the Pollard case. :

Israeli Prime Minister Shimon Peres on Sunday
accused elements in the Reagan Administration of
attempting to "foul up the atmosphere with suggest
Lons tﬁat Israel has engaged in:extensive spying

ere, .

‘No Evidence Of Espionage Ring"

Kalb said Monday.that the U.S. "has no evi~
dence of any espionage ring.involving Israeli offici—
als other than rﬁe ones described in the indictment"
of Pollard and his wife, Anne-Henderson Pollard,
who was charged as an accessory. :

o The indictment issued last week named four Is-
raelis as unindicted co-conspirators. One of them,
Rafi Eitan, had headed a unit for the gathering of
scientific information through which'he directed the
acquisition of secrets from Pollard.

Following Pollard's arrest, the roles of Eitan
and of Yoseph Yagur, an Israeli science attache at
the Consulate in New York, became known and Jus-|
tice Department officials investigating the case were|
permitted to meet with them in Israel,

The unit headed by Eitan was declared by. the Is
raeli government to have been eliminated dnd- Secre:
tary of State George ‘Shultz said that.Israel-had pro-
vided its full cooperation in ‘the investigation o?!he’
affair, ! . 3

In his statement Monday, Kalb also commended
Israel for ‘assurdnces that it was'not engaging in‘any-
spying activity against his country and for its renew=
ed pledge to cooperate fully with the investigation.

- "We also wish to note that the indictment and
successful prosecution was made possible through
the cooperation of the government of Israel," Kalb

said.-

said. Asked about Webster's comment, he maintained
that "Israel has cooperated in accordance with the
terms of its agreement with the :Department of Justice,"
and obliquely criticized both the Justice Department
leakers and Webster for their. remarks in the press.
"The U.S. position, as | have just set it forth,
reflects the view. of all el of .the Admi
Kalb said, adding that "quotes from unidentified sourc-
es are entitled to no weight and these and other uninform-
ed do not repi the.Admil fion's views!"
RECOGNITION FOR MAGEN.DAVID ADOM URGED
WASHINGTON, June 10 (JTA) = Sen. Alfonse-
D'Amato (R. NY). threw. his.support behind an effort to -
gain recognition from the International Red Cross for..
Israel's Magen David Adom. . e
D'Amato argued that other groups, like the Red
Crescent-in Moslem countries, have been admitted to the
international organization under special exemptions from

. n
fion,

- using the title and emblem of the Red Cross,

In a statement, D'Amato said, "As you.are probably
aware,. this Israeli organization provides emergency
medical services similar to those of the Red Cross. Nev~
ertheless, Magen David Adom has been denied admission
into:the Red Cross.family. - %

"Despite the fact that Magen David Adom safisfied
all other requirements for admission, it continues to be
denied inclusion in this umbrella organization;, " D'Amato

Representatives:of Operation Recognition, the or=
ganization lobbying for the acceptance of Magen David
Adom, say that Israel has been discriminated against in
its effort to join the Red Cross family. They said they
hope to see some positive. changes o the October Inter-
nctional Red Cross Conference.in Geneva.

'WIESENTHAL CENTER DEMANDS FRENCH -
ACTION'AGAINST REVISIONIST'S THESIS

LOS ANGELES, . June 10:(JTA) =~ The Simon Wies~
enthal Center has demanded that French authorities take
action against.the recent decision of the University of
Nantes to.grant a doctoral degree for.a dissertation
‘which denies that six million Jews died in Nazi concen=
tration camps, Hirl i FREhet.

The thesis, written by:Henri Roques, was first re=
jected by the Universif{]of Paris 1V. 1t was then sub=
mitted to a jury at the University of Nantes, which
awarded Roques a doctorate of philosophy. for his Holo=

- caust thesis... .. .

A delegation from the Simon Wiesenthal Center
learned of. the detuails of this affair.during a recent meet-
ing in Paris with Jean-Pierre Lafon, Prime Minister Jag~

-ues Chirac’s advisor on human rights and diplomatic

affairs.
Upon_learning of Roques' dissertation and its dispo-
sition.at the University of-Nantes, Wiesenthal:Center

“associate: dean, Rabbi. Abraham Cooper wrote to Rene

Maunoury Minister of National Education of France, ash~
ing on behalfof the Center's 315,000 member. families
what steps the French education authorities were taking
against.the Nantes University.
e e g

NEW ' YORK ‘(JTA) == A Library of Holocaust Law ~=
the first of its kind-—is being established by the Anti~
Defamation League B'nai’B'rith to house legal and other
documents relating to the pursuit of justice against Nazi
‘war criminals. -1t will include documents having to do
with the European war crime frials, American deporta=-
tion actions, war crimes investigations, Canadian Holo-
caust denial trials and SS archival papers previously
available only in Austria and Germany.
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GRAIN SILO DEVELOPED IN ISRAEL

TO BE TESTED IN SRI LANKA THROUGH
AID OF JEWISH RELIEF ORGANIZATION
By Margie Olster

NEW YORK, JunelO (JTA) == The American
Jewish World Service, a Boston-based international
development group, will launch a large scale agri-
cultural development program in Sri Lanka next
month which will include testing of a revolutionary
grain silo developed in Israel, AJWS president Larry
Simon said here.

"The aim of all this is self-reliance," Simon
told the Jewish Telegraphic Agency last week in
describing the $160,000 project to develop the long
term infrastructure for that country, The goals of the
Sri Lanka project include laying the groundwork for
new types of agricultural methods, establishment
of a local credit union for small farmers and improve
ment of basic health care.

At the center of the agricultural development is
a newly-designed grain silo developed in Israel s
Vuleani Institute for Agricultural Research. In pre-
liminary tests in the Negev, the plastic silos have
cut grain losses down to-less than one percent, The
new silos have virtually eliminated losses to rot, in=
sects and rodents, Simon said.

First Silo Test Site

* The AJWS will finance the testing of five to ten
of the new silos in underdeveloped African and Asian|
countries. Sri Lanka, one of the world's poorest
co_l:’nrries, will be the site of the first test;Simon
said. :

"Almost every African country is losing more
than 40 percent of its grain harvest to rot, in-
sects and rodents, " Simon said. |f the new silos.can
cut those losses significantly, he said, "it.would be
one of the greatest contributions to African agricul=
ture ever and it's a lot easier than doubling produc-
fion, 3

Some African and Asian countries have no
grain silos so the farmers are forced to sell their
grain at harvest time when demand is low and supply
is high, "lt's really an appropriate technology -~ it's
not a high-tech facility," Simon said. "The Israeli
silos are low cost and relatively easy to maintain."

Seeking Self=Reliance

Simon stressed that AJWS does not want to
create dependencies on foreign experts but wants
to help the native people organize on their own be-
half. The AJWS plans to develop self reliance :
through a Sri Lankan, non-governmenta! develop~
ment group, Survoda?la, which means gift of labor,

Sarvodaya, a Ghandian Buddhi t, has
already set up self-help projects in-7,000-of Sri
Lanka's 23,080 villages. Sarvodaya will be respons~
ible for executing all the projects set up by AJWS,

One of these projects Simon said AJWS hopes o
channel through Sarvodaya is a credit union for small
farmers. Under the existing system, the small farmers
get loans from exploitative middlemen who take
large parts of the year's harvest for interest.

The middlemen also market the produce and hold
tremendous power over the farmers, Simon said. "The
middlemen control the credit and markefing so that

the farmer is Perpefua”y in debt to a middleman, "
Simon said. "There is virtually:no way to climb out o{
poverty, " . .

Part of the AJWS funds will go to providing capi-
tal for a credit union through Sarvodaya, which will
also help farmers market their crops. The agricultural

projects include some small-scale irrigation and test-

ing of new varieties of crops.
Israeli Contribution

Although the project will bring in technical ex~
perts from Israel to ‘offer advice and guidance, ‘their .
main goal will be to train and teach others, Simon
said. The Israeli experts in dry zone agriculture
will help assess the most profitable uses of different
farming techniques. :

"The major contribution that Israel has to make is
not a specific technology but that they have been
dealing successfully for @ number of years with desert
agriculture, " Simon said. .

“The AJWS will also bring a doctor to Sri Lanka
for one'year to train several hundred Sri- Lankans in
fundamental health care, Simon said. The doctor
will try to develop a small corp of health care workers
to monitor malnutrition in schools and educate women
in prenatal care. These "paramedics” will be able to
identify more serious heaﬁz problems and refer the
sick to professionals, Simon said.

LUTHERAN, JEWISH MEETINGS SET.

NEW-YORK, June [0 (JTA) =~ Lutheran and Jew=
ish leaders have agreed to hold a number of meetings
to deal with such current problems as terrorism, nuc=
lear disarmament; an emerging new anti~Semitism in
Germany, Soviet Jewry, Jews in*Arab countries and

- world poverty and hunger, Rabbi Walter Wurzberger

announced here.
Wurzberger; chairman of the interreligious affairs
committee of the Synagogue Council of America, said

_the agreement on cooperation between the Jewish or-

ganization and the Lutheran World Federation, was
reached at the offices of the SCA; the coordinating
agency for rabbinic and congregational’ organizations
of Orthodox, Conservative and Reform Judaism.

The delegation from the Lutheran agency will con-
duct an educational-campaign to create a better under-
standing of Jewish history and Judaism's views on many
domestic and. international concerns,

"We did not discuss any matters relating to religion,'
Wurzberger explained, in‘an undeclared response to
the fact that the SCA constitution forbids discussions on
religious issues between the Orthodox, Conservative
and Reform components of the SCA; and also to persist~
ent criticism from Orthodox sources about.any Jewish
consultations with non-Jewish'religious organizations.

SOVIET REFUSENIK SENTENCED

NEW YORK, June 10 (JTA) ~- Twenty-seven year
old Moscow refusenik Alexi Magarik was sentenced

Monday to three years in prison for dlleged "drug
possession by a Thilisi court, the Student Struggle for
Soviet Jewry reported here. His appeal will be within
ten days. : i

. According to the SSSJ, Magarik, who is a cellist
and Hebrew teacher, was arrested on March 14ina
move the SSSJ described as "a bold attempt by the
KGB to terrorize other Jewish educators., "

The-SS5J and the Long Island Committee for Soviet
Jewry also reported that Prisoner of Conscience Dr.

- Vladimir. Lifschitz of Leningrad was recently sentenced

to three years for "anti-Soviet slander” and was then
transferred to a.‘labor . camp in the Kamchatka ‘Peninsul



