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TWO PALESTINIANS ON THE
JORDANIAN~PALESTINJAN LIST ARE OKAY
By Gil Sedan

JERUSALEM, July 23 (JTA) = Premier Shimon
Peres said today that at least two names on a list
of seven proposed Palestinian members of a joint Jor-]
danian-Palestinian delegation were uccephlbla fo Is=|
rael as negotiating partners.

They are Hanna Seniora, editor of the East Jeru-
salem daily Al-Fajer,and Fayez Abu-Rahme, a Gaza
lawyer, Peres told ﬂ'!e Knesset's Foreign A‘Ff::irs and
Security Committee. He said Jordan rejected 15 can-|
didates proposed by Palestine Liberation Organization
leader Yasir Arafat.

The list was submitted to the U.S. last week by
Jordan and after being studied by the State Depart=
ment, was conveyed to Isael, Jerusalem promptly
rejected it on grounds that the p‘;}mﬂd Palestinian
negotiators were either officials of the PLO or close-
IK associated with it and that nane were residents of
the administered territories.

Although the list was not made public here b;
official channels, The Jerusalem Post, citing relicble

sources, identified the seven, Seniora and Abu-Rahmé

among them,

Peres confirmed their inclusion today, though he
said nothing to indicate that Iscael migg'r-reverse.its
initial rejection of the list, which piqued the Reagan
Administration, Washington plans to hold a "dialog=
ue" with a joint Jordanian~Palestinian delegation, tha
primary aim of which, it says, is to promete direct
talks between the Arabs Israel,

U.S. Won't Meet With The PLO

Foreign Minister Yitzhak Shamir, a ing before
the Fore?gn Affairs and Security Ccm y‘gferduy.
wid the U.S, has indicated that it would not be trap-
ped into a fruitless meeting with the PLO,

Shamir told the committee he had made clear to
Washington that the Arab world viewed the pr
dialogue as a means of gaining U.S. recognition of
the PLO, that the Arabs reject face-to-face negotia-
tions.with Israel and would use the talks with the U, 5
to push for an international conference on the Middle
East as a substitute for direct negotiations.

Shamir said the U.S, could not deny this and
?ave gﬂm\{'ur::hes it would not be:,;i‘led. Both Jerusa~-
em a ‘ashington are interested in promoting dir-

ect negotiations, Shamir said, and that is whun?
counts, not whose names appear on a list submitted by,
the Arab side. He said it wasn't clear when the U.S.
would meet with a joint delegation or whether in
fact it ever will,

SHAMIR SENDS GREETINGS TO CAIRO ON
OCCASION OF EGYPT'S NATIONAL DAY

JERUSALEM, July 23 (JTA) == Foreign Minister
Yitzhak Shamir cabled his "warmest felicitations" to
Cairo today on the occasion of Egypt's National
which marks the military coup that ousted the Fareul
monarchy 33 years age.

Shamir's message was addressed to his Egyptian
counterpart, Foreign Minister Ahmed Esmat Abdel-
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Meguid. 1t expressed hope that "bonds will become
sironger" between Israel and Egypt. Egrzpr is the only
Arab nation to have a peace treaty with Israel, signed
in 1979, Relations became chilled during the Lebanon
war when Egypt recalled its Ambassador from Tel Aviv,
But efforts were renewed this year to settle outstanding
bilateral issues between the two countries.

PERES, RABBIS REACH COMPROMISE ON
RITUAL IMMERSION FOR ETHIOPIAN JEWS
By Gil Sedan

JERUSALEM, July 23 (JTA) — Premier Shimon
Peres reached a compromise with the two Chief Rabbis
today which eases their demand that Ethiopian Jewish
Emmigrants undergo ritual immersion, a religious con=
version rite.

What emerged from their meeting was an agreement
that the Chief Rabbinical Council will affirm its recog-
nition of the Ethiopian community as Jewish for all
intents and purposes. But Ethiopian immigrants who wish
o marry must apply individually to their local religious
court and if the latter requires ritual immersion they
must comply.

To make this more palatable for the immigrants the
religious leaders of the Ethiopian community will serve
as advisors to the local religious EMI whenever such
cases come up, But according to Rabbi Menchem Ha=
cohen, a Labor MK who helped Peres work out the com=

omise, extremist elements among the Ethiopians are
ikely to reject the agreement,

Hundreds of Ethiopian immigrants staged an
angry protest march last week against the Chief Rabbis'
demands which they considered an insult that cast
doubt on their authenticity as Jews. The Chief Rabbis
for their part insisted that the Ethiopians must “renew
the Covenant" because during their two millenia of iso-
lation from the mainstream of Judaism their forebears may
have inter-married.

INCIDENTS IN SOUTH LEBANON
By Hugh Orgel

TEL AVIV, July 23 (JTA) —- An Isrceli soldier was
slightly injured when his vehicle hit a mine in south
Lebanon yesterday and an lsraeli seaman was wounded
today by shots fired from a suspicious looking merchant
vessel at an Israel Navy patrol boat approaching it for
inspection off the port of Sidon in south Lebanon.

A milita spcioorsmm, confirming the incident,
said the hostile vessel was sunk by a Mavy missile boat,
He denied a welter or reports from Beirut and Sidon
that as many as eight lsael Navy vessels shelled Shiite
militia and Palestinian positions in Sidon and further
north along the coast from the mouth of the Awali River
to Jiah in the Kharoub region south of Beirut. The re=

ports e of panic in Sidon.
The Beirut reports said the sunken vessel was a
Cypriot-regis freighter with a carge of cement

from Rumania and was set ablaze by the |sraeli bombard-
ment, Its crew was rescued, at least six of them wound~
ed, the report suid,

Yesterday's mine incident occurred near Kaukaba
village, west of Hasbiya. The wounded soldier was sent
home after treatment at a hospital, a military spokesman
said,
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-the ban on participants
“went=~ostacized from international ¢ mpetition
~‘because of its apartheid policies == arrived here just

Meanwhile, soldiers of the |srael=backed South
Lebanon Army (SLA) clashed with a Finnish unit of |
the United Nations Interim Force in Lebanon (UNIFIL)
at a roadblock near Barajit village in south Lebanon |
last night, The incident occurred when three SLA men
reFuseg to allow the Finnish soldiers to search their
Eersoml belongings. Shots were fired into the air by

oth sides and vol e{s of curses were exchanged but
there were no casualties.

Three SLA soldiers were injured
their vehicle hit a mine near Bint J
Lebanon security zone.

PARTICIPATION OF SOUTH AFRICAN OLIM
IN ISRAEL CAUSES FLAP AT MACCABIAH
By Haskell Cohen

TEL AVIV, July 23 (JTA) == The participation of
recently arrived South African emigrants to Israel
in a number of areas of competition during the 12th
Maccabiah Games has caused some controversy in the
Jewish State,

The athletes, in an apparent effort to circumvent

sterday when
¥Bet:lil in the South

a week prior to the beginning of the Jewish olympic
gomes on July I5.

The South Africans are competing for a club called
"Maccabi Modi'im, " comprised of newly arrived immi
grants to Israel, but who have not lived long enough
in the Jewish State to be eligible to represent the
country. Isaac Ofek, chairman of the lsrael Olympig
Committee, has ordered an investigation into how the
South Africans were allowed to compete in the 11-day

games.

.ikfhlletasl from Sl():ufh Africa are barred from Inter= J
nationa ic Committee~sponsored sports events.
Consequently, the organizing committee of the cur=
rent Maccabiah Games notified South African Mac-
cabiah=affiliated groups that their country could not
send a team to the games. Some 4,000 athletes from
38 countries are competing in the Maccabiah Games.

Athletes Cited As New Immigrants

But the Maccabiah organizers insisted that the
South African athletes are new immigrants to Israel,
and consequently their involvement in the sporting
events does not confravene International Sports Fed~
eration bans. A spok for the M biah Games
said that as far as his organization is concerned,
"there are no South Africans in the Maccabiah, "

The spokesman indicated that new immigration
visas had been issued to the athletes but his office
wasn't in the position to say how many of them will
stay and how many are expected to return to South
Africa after the games conclude.

Jewish athletes from South Africa have rﬁcipql]-
ed in every Maccabiah since the second he!’:iain
1935. In the last games held in 1981, 185 athletes from
South Africa participated and came in third in the
overall competition, collecting 47 medals which
placed them behind the United States and Israel.

The Maccabiah organizing committee has stated
that "the Maccabiah Games always have been.
conducted and will continue fo be conducted accord
ing to the rules of the International Sports Federation.
The current competition is taking place in the pres-
ence of observers from the International Federation."

om the South African govern—

There seemed to be some confusion as to which
events the new immigrants, particularly those from
South Africa, could enter, They were not, suiposed-
ly, permitted to participate in competitions which now
ban South Africa. But exactly which competitions
in the Maccabiah Games are closed to the South
Africans was not known by Maccabiah officials.

During the 1985 Maccabiah Games, several non-
olympic events were included in the Maccabiah,.
including golf, cricket, chess, bridge, badminton,
lawn bowling, squash, Il, and two future olympic
sports slated for 1988, table tennis and tennis,

AGUDATH ISRAEL GOES TO COURT
TO SEEK INVALIDATION OF N,Y.C.
GAY RIGHTS CONTRACT CLAUSE

By Ben Gallob

NEW YORK, July 23 (JTA) — An attorney for
Agudath Israel of America soid the Orthodox agency
filed today a request in the State Supeme Court of
New York County here for a summary judgement that
the New York City Board of Estimate had no authority
to insert a requirement in city-confracts that agencies

tting such coniracts pledge non~discrimination in
gigring on the basis of "sexual erientation or affection-
eference. "

id Zweibel, Agudath Israel director of govern-
ment affairs and the agency's counsel, said the request
was being filed jointly with the New York Catholic
Archdiocese and the Salvation Army.

The three religious groups obtained a ruling on
June 28 from the state's highest court, the Court of
Appeals, invalidating Mayor Edward Koch's Executive
Order 50, requiring such a pledge from agencies
signing contracts with the city to fund programs for
the poor and needy.

The Mayor issued the order after the City Council
rejected,. on 4 occasions, his request that it adopt
legislation requiring such commitments by agencies
signing contracts with the city. Executive Order 50
was ruled invalid on grounds its issuance exceeded the
Mayor's authority and could be made law only by the
cirg's legislative body, the City Council.

weibel had conceded it was highly unlikely that
the clause would ever need to be followed by Agudath
Israel in implementing projects funded by the ci?'.
He told the Jewish Telegraphic Agency that while
there was no legal ban on asking applicants for i}:;b;
whether they were homosexuals, Agudath Israel
never done so and he agreed that such an applicant
would deny it, if asked.

He told the JTA that "it has not occurred that an
overtly homosexual person has sought emrloyrnent with
Agudath Israel and we do not think it is likely to
occur. Nonetheless, for us to promisein advance
that, if the situation does arise, we would close our
eyes to that overt display of homosexuality is, from
our perspective, inconsistent with Jewish religious
principle. "

Issue Might Never Arise

Political experts consulted by the JTA agreed that
Koch and the Board of Estimate were probably aware
that the issue of anti-homosexual bias in hiring for city
contract projects would probably never arise, Asked
why, given that fact, the Mayer had turned to an ex=
ecutive order, the political experts speculated that
his stand probably had something to do with the upcom-
ing city elections. Koch is running for a third term.

al
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- Board of Estimate action. ~He said the three crgani=
. -against Executive Order 50

3

Zweibel said the Board of Estimate began insert=
ing the disputed hiring clause into contracts coming
before it for approval in the fall of 1984, shortly
after a lower court held that Koch lacked authority
to issve Executive Order 50.

He said Agudath Israel signed a contract in June
for the fiscal year starting July |, contuining the
disputed clause but with a rider it was doing so
un?er protest and giving the agency the option of
backing out on the confract, if the issue was lost in
court, to avoid charges of breaking a coniract._
About $1.5 million in city funds goes to Agudath
Israel in each yearly contract.

Agudath Israel filed a lawsuit against the Boord
of Estimate last October, but took no further action
pending the cutcome of the litigation on Executive
Order 50. Zweibel said the Court of Appeals ruling
invalidated only the Executive Order, specifically
disavowing a ruling on the validity of any similar
action by the Board of Estimate,

He said each of the three religious groups was
asking the State Supreme Court to invalidate the

zations had been awaiting a final court judgement
before proceeding with
their request for a summary judgement that the Board
of Estimate, which they consider an executive

body, has no more authority than did the Mayor,
to require such commitments from agencies accepting
city contracts for various programs of helping those
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The total one=year project in the Painted Desert,
is expected to cost around $150,000, To meet these
additional costs, the Fund today announced the estab=
lishment of the Tu B'Shvat Fund within the founda-
tion to receive additional contributions for the pro-
ject.

! Three of the 13 grants are challenge grants. For
example, the Fund provided a challenge grant to the
Chicago Jewish community for the Task Force on

C ity E ic Development of the Jewish
Council on Urban Affairs which works with minority
businesses and community organizations in low income
areas to leverage economic development and the crea~
tion of new jobs,

In Los Angeles, a challenge grant has been provid-
ed for the Los Angeles Jewish community for the South-
ern California  Interfaith Hunger Project which works
with local groups on the issue of hunger, including
advocacy, education and coordination of joint commun=-
ity efforts,

The third challenge grant — to be matched by
members of the local Jewish community =~ is in Phila=
delphia for the city's Jubilee Project.-The project
includes the work of & group-of interdenominational
leaders using a capital revolving loan fund for -
community based enterprises, -creating new - employ-
ment opportunities and new ownership among low in=
come people.

Nature Of Other Grants

in need.

NAVAJOS, CHICANOS, WOMEN, INTERFAITH
PROJECT AMONG I3 RECIPIENTS OF

GRANTS FROM JEWISH FUND FOR JUSTICE

By Kevin Freeman

NEW YORK, July 23 (JTA) == The Navojo
Nation in Arizona, the Jewish Council on Urban
Affairs in Chicago, and the Southern Califoria
Interfaith Project in Los Angeles, are three of the 13
recipients of the first round of grants provided by
the newly formed American Jewish grantmaking fount
dation, Jewish Fund for Justice,

The Fund, based in Washington, D.C., is d ig

The eight other grants were to For the Love of
Children in Washington, D.C., an advocacy center for
the rights and interests of children in the custody of
the District of Columbia; JONAH in Jackson, Tennes=
see, an nization comprising low and moderate in-
come B|$:E working to improve Black neighborhoods
and to increase representation of Blacks on city and
county government committees.

The Mimesota Citizens Organizations Acting To=
gether, or COACT, working on a broad range of social
and economic issues affecting rural Minnesota
received a grant from the Fund as did the Mississippi
Action for (Q.ormunhy Education group based in Geen~

ed to provide an outlet for American Jews to respond
to issues of poverty in the United States. The Fund
"offers American Jews a Jewish context for express-
ing our traditional passion for social justice,"

said 57 Kahn, acting Board chairman and director of
the Grassroots Leadership Project in Charlotte,
North Carolina,

Lois Roisman, the Fund's executive director, said
the grants are not intended to compete with exist-
ing philanthropic efforts within the Jewish commun=
ity, but to serve as o supplement to those efforts,
"We are fundi groupsu};rwr are trying to change the
circumstunces that keep them poor, " she said.

Roisman explained: "Rather than delivering health
services to the elderly in Montana, we are funding
a group that is trying to get the Medicare payments
to account for full services. We are dealing with
causes rather than consequences. "

The I3 grants, totalling some $37,000, are to supf
port efforts "toward socicrﬁchnmge by forging an un=-
usual partnership, " according to the Fund. The
grant of $10,000 to the Navajo Mation in Flagstaff,
for example, will provide funds to bring a team of
Israeli ogriculhxurconsulmnts to the Painted Desert

| ‘Yo assist with the adaption of Israeli techniquesofdrip

irrigation and intensive crop production programs,

ville, a ity economic development corporation
working to bring social and economic beneﬁtspt:‘:he
rural poor of the Mississippi Delta,

Other grants were provided to the Montana Senior
Citizens Association in Helena, the Poor People's
United Fund in Boston; the Saguache County Commun=
ity Council in Center, Colorado; the United Passaic
Organization in New Jersey;and Women in the Work
Force in Highpoint, North Carolina.

The Fund is described as the first national Jewish
grantmaking organization devoted solely to supporting
efforts in the community at large that nurture social
and economic justice -in the U,S.

.

TEL AVIV (JTA) == Health authorities are concerned
over a possible outbreak of hepatitis, a contagious
disease of the liver. The Health Minishg announced
that more than 7,000 children aged 5-10 in the
Haifa Bay area are to be innoculated this week. The
concern stems from the discovery of the hepatitis virus
in the Haifa Bay area water supply which was contam=-
inated recently by leaking sewage . The water was
tested after an outbreak of dysentery in the region.
Nearly 5,000 cases were freated, mostly among child-
ren.
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BEHIND THE HEADLINES
ISRAEL AND THE 3RD WORLD: A NEW. STAGE
By Lent Reiss and Gary Resenblatt

(Part Two Of A Two=Part Series)

July 23 (JTA) = Ivory Coast, Liberia's neighbor
to the east, is also scheduled to hold elections this
year. A model of African political stability and
relative prosperity, the country has been led since it:
independence from France in 1960 by Felix Houphout
et=Boigny, 79, who likes to be called "the old man.}

A moderate, pro-Western statesman, he is expectt
ed to run for a s:‘);h:;e-]i;ur tamH:undth::es E:
opposition == of| n old age, et-Boi!
has been in failing health for some time now um‘igﬂr
his urwil lingness to greom a has caused
some to worry that a destabilizing political change |
may be close at hand.

Houphouet-Boigny has hinted at announcing re=~
newed diplomatic ties with Israel on a nu
occasions, most recently last month, but for now Is—
rael is pleased with productive, though unofficial,
relations based on economic and military interests.
One of Houphouet=Boigny's concerns about resuming
full dig:,?:mﬂc ties with |srael is the response of
Ivory Coast's Meslems, who make up 40 percent of
the country's population.

A Strong Israeli Pressence

There is a strong Israeli presence in the Ivory
Coast where Sonitra, a local division of Israel's largt
est construction company, Solel Boneh, has built
most of the couniry's major roads as well as industri~]
af complexes, hotels and the presidential palace in
Abidjan, the capital,

Sonitra is currently completing one of its most
ambitious rroiacrs, the largest Catholic cathedral
in the world outside of the Vatican, The structure,
towering over the modern Abidjan skyline, is sched=|
uled to be consecrated by Pope John Paul Il upon
its completion in August,

Critical Role Of Cameroon

There are only a handful of Israelis in the Camer-
oon, further east and south of Ivory Coast, but its
relations with lsrael are pivotal in Africa.,,"Cameroon
Ts eritical for us," an Israeli official noted, adding a,
bit cryptically, "we do important things there,
military and otherwise. "

It-1s known that Israel has a flourishing economic
relationship with Cameroon, as well as offering
expertise in areas of agriculture, water problems
and de-forestation, But officials in Yaounde, the
lush and hilly capital, were sensitive to reports in
the French and Israeli press that Israel is training o
presidential guard to protect President Paul Biya.

Unigque a African leaders, Biya is considered)
a pragmatic intellectual with a sincere desire to help
his countrymen, more committed to enriching his
ation than his own pockets. After serving in governt
ment for 22 years, he assumed the presidency in
November, 1982, following the resignation of Presi-|
dent Ahmadou Ahidjo. Biya was re-elected in 1984,

Cameroon is a model of African-style democracy,|
which is to say that strides are being taken to give
citizens more freedom but within the framework of a
one=party system. "One has to view democracy in
Africa in a different light, " explains an Israeli. offi=
cial, "Experience shows that when there is more thar
one party, the people tend to follow their tribes
rather than an ideology. Nigeria has frequent elec~
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tions but they also have frequent coups. " He praised
Biya for his policies in general and his relationship

with Israel irlguﬂfculor.

During a 45-minute meeting with Biya in the splen~
did Yaounde executive palace == photographs were not
permitted; Biya is reportedly embarrassed by the lav-
ishness of the palace, built by his predecessor ==
the sof en President gave every indication that
formal relations with Israel were forthcoming, it was
just a matter of time and timing.

"It is natural for us to hm;‘e' relamlwlthﬁl:cll;l .
said Biya, king in French and ing arm
coopumonsgeéunmmn shared with Israel up fo the
Yom Kippur War, "We are re-evaluating our relation-
ship with Israel positively. If we are a sovereign

le, concerned with our own interests, why can’t
we have a cooperative friendship with [srael 2"

He spoke of how the Jewish people have contri-
buted so much to mankind, of his people'sr t for
Judaism and their warm feelings towards Israel. If o
referendum were held today in Cameroon, he said, 70
percent of the population would favor renewing full
diplomatic ties with lsrael.

What Biya did not say is that he is moving cauticusly
towards this step for several reasons: he is pragmatic
by nature, he has only been in pewer three years and
wants to further solidify his position before making such
a move, and he is concerned: about reactions a
Cameroon's Moslems (about 20 percent of the popula~
tion) and the Arab states, especially Libya.

For now, Israeli officials are rleused with the pace
and depth of their relationship with Cameroon and do
not want to pressure Biya, But all indications point
to a continuing trend of improved relations between
Israel and Camercon as part of & major effort for the
Jewish State to regain influence in Africa.

JEWISH GROUP ENDORSES
EXTENSION OF MFN FOR RUMANIA

WASHINGTON, July 23 (JTA) == The Conference
of Presidents of Major American Jewish Organizations
today endorsed a one=year extension of most—favored-
nation ('NFN) trad e status for Rumania, although one
Jewish leader noted that Jewish emigration so far this

year has been disappointing.

The Presid: Lgpdl' has had from
Rumanian officials that the number of Jews emigrating
for Israel this year will exceed last yeor's total. But
during the first six months of 1985, only 543 Jews left,
according to Jack Spitzer, y president of B'nai
B'rith International,

Spitzer, testifying before the Senate International
Trade Subcommittee, called this a disappointment.
Nevertheless, "we strongly believe that Rumania's
MFIN status is important to preserve, " he said. He ex-
plained that MFIN "provides a signiffcont framework for
discmsliqu emigration and for dealing with specific
cases,

The Rumanian government, Spitzer added, has been
"especially responsive” to ific cases and MFN "is
leverage that we would not " if it were terminated.

Spitzer also praised Rumania's independent foreign
policy. It is the only Soviet bloc couniry to have
formal diplomatic and commercial ties with Israel,

* ke

TEL AVIV (JTA) — Prof. Yehuda Ben-Shoul, Vice
Rector of Tel Aviv University, will assume the office
of Rector next month, succeeding Prof. Yoram Din=
stein,




