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EICHMANN'S CAPTOR BELIEVES MENGELE
STILL ALIVE DESPITE REPORT FROM
BRAZIL PROVING SKELETON WAS NAZ|
By Gil Sedan

JERUSALEM, June 23 (JTA) =~ Isser Harel, who
as former head of the Messad was instrumental in
the capture of Nazi war criminal Adolph Eichmann in
1961, insisted here that the Auschwitz death comp
doctor Josef Mengele is still alive despite the conclu+
sions of a report issued in Brazil last week that a

] from a graveyard there was unques=
tionably that of Mengele.

There was no official government response. But a
Justice Ministry spokesman said lsrael was waiting to
review the report of forensic experts involved in
the investigation. Israel police force's top Nazi

- hunter, Menachem Russak, said in Brazil that he

- agreed with the findings of the experts.

The Simon Wiesenthal Center in Los Angeles,

- mearwhile, said in a statement that they agreed with
"reasonable scientific certainty” that the remains .
found in the cemetery in Embu, Brozil were those of
Mengele, the so—called "Angel of Death," and chief
physician at Auschwitz where he conducted inhusmang
medical experiments on camp inmates,

U,S. SUM Report

The report issued in Sao Paulo last Friday by o
team of international forensic experts from the United
States, Brazil and West Germany concluded that the
bones exhumed from the graveyard were those of
Mengele. The American delegation issued a separate
report concluding that the bones were those of Men-
gele "within a reasonable scientific certainty,"

The U.S. Justice Department said Friday that it
supports the conclusions of the international group of
experts. "Based on the information available from
the forensic examination, these experts have conclud-
ed that the body exhumed by Brazilian authorities
is in fact Josef Mengele,

"Representatives of the United States government
took part in the examination of the remains and con-
cur in the conclusion. It is my sincere hope that this
will be the final chapter in a tragic and horrible part
of world history. We should never forget the harrible
crimes, " Attorney General Edwin Meese |!l said in o
statemert issued in Washington.

Overwhelming Data Cited

The experts told a news conference last Friday
that their evidence was not based on one test but
on an overwhelming accumulation of data and the
fact that all the evidence was consistent with the as-
sumption that the body was that of Mengele. One
test involved comparison photos of the exhumed skull
with other pictures of the Nazi war criminal.

Furthermore, beyond the skull comparison and a
comparison of other areas such as the eyes, mouth,
nose and chin, there was the fact that the tests dis=
covered that the bones were of a white male of mediug
build between 64 and 74 years of age. The height was
that of @ man in life calculated at 174 centimeters o
about 5 feet, 10 inches. Mengele's SS file listed his
height as 175 centimeters, The body was also right,
handed, as was Mengele.

The experts indicated that dental tests failed to
provide conclusive evidence that the body was that
of Mengele, although reconsiruction of the jaw and
teeth concluded that the body found in the grave
had a wide space between the upper incisors =~ an
unusually wide gap that was one of Mengele's dist-
inctive Lcial features.

Herel Explains His Reasoning

Nevertheless, Harel of the Mossad told a Voice of
Israel interview this weekend that he was not convine-
ed the exhumed body was that of Mengele and sug-
gested that the great effort being expended to prove
that Mengele was dead was a sure sign that he was
still alive.

Harel asked why the Mengele family did net come
forward to tell the world that the war criminal had died
in 1979 when pathologists could have easily proven the
dead man was in fact Mengele. He also asked why
did they decide to confirm the elder Mengele's death
at this time, letting Jews and other Nazi hunters
search in vain for Mengele,

The report last Friday brings to a conclusion two
weeks of intense investigatory efforts and tests by ex-

erts of the body found in Embu under o grave of
Glolfgang Gerhard, the identity that Mengele is said
to have assumed in 1975 while i‘iving in and around
Sao Paulo, sheltered for many years by two couples,
Naotebooks and letters said to have been Mengele's have
been found and handwriting experts last week confirm=
ed that they were authentic. Mengele drowned at a
beach near Sao Paulo on February 7, 1979 at the age of
nearly 68.

Harel said in the weekend interview that he be -
lieved efforts to create an impression that Mengele
had died were coused by recent reawakenings of public
interest in Mengele, particularly the recent public
trial in Jerusalem.

He said that stories of an international conspiracy
of Nazi war criminalsare a great exaggeration. They
tend to live in isolation in Latin America, he said,
in closely guarded homes. "You don't need an internat-
jonal conspiracy to make it hard to catch them, " he
said. "A local one is sufficient,”

Holtzman Warns Other Nazis Alive

Brook lyn District Attorey Elizabeth Holtzman said
today that she is satisfied with reports that Auschwitz
death camp doctor Josef Mengele is dead, but warned
that "many other Nazi war criminals are still alive,
both here and abroad, and the world must noi 125t
until they are brought to justice."

Holtzman, who as a member of Congress until 1980
was instrumental in getting the Justice Department to
track down Nazi war criminals living in the U.S.,
referred in her statement foday to possibly conclusive
evidence that a body exhumed in E%zil two weeks
ago is the remains of Mengele who reportedly drowned
in 1979,

"My initial reaction is one of relief that Josef
Mengele is no longer able to enjoy freedom, I'm dis=
appointed that the world was never able to bring him
to justice," Holtzman said,

DIASPORA JEWRY SAID TO BE SHRINKING
JERUSALEM, June 23 (JTA) -- Diaspora Jewry is
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shrinking rapidly and by the year 2000 will number
only eir;w million compared to 9.7 million Jews whd
resently live outside Israel, according to Minister of
bor and Welfare Moshe Katzav.

By 2025, the end of the first quarter of the next
century, there could be as few as five million Jews
left in the dia , Katzav warned in the course of
an address to the Zionist General Council which
ended a week-long meeting here Friday, He said
the forecast was based on scientifically conducted
studies by demographic experts at his ministry.

The cause of the shrinkage will not be aliya to
Israel but the erosion of Jewish population by a low
birth rate, assimilation and intermamriage, Katzav
said, He stressed the contrasting di aphics of
diaspora Jewry and Israel. Today, children under
age 14 comprise only |5 percent of diaspora Jews
compared to 30 percent of the Jewish lation in
Israel. Projected to the year 2000, the difference
Wi'u be 12 percent to 26 percent respectively, he
said,

Diaspora Jewry Aging

Katzav, one of the younger generation of leaders
in the Herut branch of Likud, noted further that the
Jewish population abroad is aging rapidly while the
opposite is true in Israel where births outnumber
deaths and intermarriage is virtually non-existent.

He said the negative demographic trends in the
diaspora go hand-in-hand with what he called the
F':In!r:lemu le" sht:duf Javis!'l education abroad. A

igh pre tion of diaspora Jews receive no meaningt
ﬁJ?Jew?E}loreducarion :?:II, Katzav said,

"The erisis is much more urgent than people tend
to realize. Whole communities will disappear. What
has been preserved over centuries of suffering is in
danger of fading away. Every Jew in the world is
duty=bound to ask himself what his life's purpose is
as a Jew, " Katzav said.

His own prescription is aliya. "Philanthropic
contributionsare no substitute for aliya,”the Likud
minister said, He sounded the long Elmil'lur criticism
of Zionist leaders in the diaspora who fail to heed
their own preachings by not settling in Israel, The
rising generation in lsrael is not prepared to accept
Lhe I‘r%diﬁoml position of diaspora Zionist leaders,

e said,

Aliya For Zionist Leaders Urged

One of a long series of resolutions adopted at the
close of the Zionist General Council meeting urged
overseas Zionist leaders to set a personal example by]
immigrating to 1srael, Other resolutions called for
strengthening Zionist youth movements and the re=
cruitment of olim; a wide ranging program in Israel
and overseas for the resumption of Jewish emigra~
tion from the Soviet Union; and for action to reduce
"drop outs" == Jews who decide to settle elsewhere
than in lsrael after leaving the USSR,

The resolutions also called on the government to
make aliya more attractive by alloting State lands
to immigrants on which to build, They addressed the
other side of the aliya coin == yerida == the emigra-]
tion of Israelis fo permanent residence abroad. The
resolutions migmined"t‘Zrbrhe drain of brains and
manpower can be stem offering appropriate
housing and work facilities f);r lsraer;?s, especially
the young generation,

The resolutions called for strengthening Zionist
education abroad and r led impl: tati

ion

of a decision by the 29th World Zionist Congress to
allocate funds for this purpose to the Conservative
and Reform movements in the interests of Jewish
religious and cultural pluralism.

Jewish Agency General Assembly Opens

Another major gathering of Israeli and overseas
Jews, the annual General Assembly of the Jewish
Agency, opened here today. President Chaim Her-
zog, just returned from a visit to his native Ireland,
was on hand to greet the 600 delegates, observers and

uests.
s The Assembly is the supreme body of the Jewish
Agency. Half its members are oppointed by the World
Zionist Organization, 30 percent by the United Jew-
ish Appeal and 20 percent by the United Isael Appeal
Keren Hayesod,
The Assembly will last through next Thursday and
has on its agenda the Jewish Agency budget, rural
settlement, immigration and absorption, Youth
Aliya, Project Renewal and Jewish education,

{ahe delegates will be addressed during the week
m Premier Shimon Peres, Deputy Premier and Foreign
Minister Yitzhak Shamir, Finance Minister Yitzhak
Medai and Leon Dulzin, chairman of the Jewish
Agency and WZO Executives, (By.David Landau and
Gil Sedan)

LIBERALS VOTE TO MERGE WITH HERUT
GRADUALLY AFTER BITTER LONG DEBATE
By David Landau

TEL AVIV, June 23 (JTA) == The Liberal Party
voted Friday to merge with Herut, but according to a
formula proposed by Finance Minister Yitzhak Modai
which was bitfslr opposed by some of his ranking
Liberal Party colleagues.

The 2I7-187 vote taken early Friday morning after
a grueling 18-hour debate was for gradual merger of
the two components of Likud to be implemented over a
considerable period of time. It represented a signif-
icant victory for Modai over his principal rivals for

rty leadership ~ Avraham Sharir, Gideon Patt and
ﬁoﬁﬁe Nissim, the ministers of tourism, science and
justice respectively,

They had demanded a much swifter merger of the
Lil:-erﬁ{; with their larger partner and maintained
| would never to accepted by
Herut, The battle that preceded the vote at the Kfar
Hamacabiah hall in Tel Aviv was punctuated by verb-
al violence, particularly between Modai and Sharir,
which both embarrassed and amused the several hun=
dred delegates attending a specially convened party
convention.

It demonsirated the lack of unity in Liberal Party
ranks, underlined forcefully by the p ily
E showing of those Libera sapx;sedromuga.
The dissidents, headed by Jewish Agency chairman
Leon Dulzin and Muyor hlomo Lehat of Tel Aviv,
calling themselves Liberal Loyalists, made it clear
ﬂ-arz; would secede from the party should it unite
with Herut.

The two parties aligned in Likud have hitherto
mainfained their individual identities while presenting
a single list to the voters in Knesset elections.

*ww

JERUSALEM (JTA) == The oil exploration group
belonging to American oil magnet Armand Hammer
will invest some $19 million in their search for oil in
the Negev beginning in July.
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ISRAEL TO RELEASE 31 SHIITE
PRISOINERS, BUT DEMIES IT IS
LINKED TO DEMANDS OF HIJACKERS
By David Landau

JERUSALEM, June 23 (JTA) -- Israel said today
it will release 31 Shiite Moslem prisoners but insisted
that move is in no way linked to the demands by the
hijackers of TWA Flight 847 to release all 766
Shiites in the Atlit detention camp in exchange for
40 American hostages being held in Beirut.

Both Israel and the U.S. reaffirmed at the same
time their joint position to make no concessions to
terrorists.

Premier Shimon Peres informed Secretary of State
George Shultz by telephone ot 9 a.m. local time
(2:30 a.m, Washington time) of Israel's decision, He
spoke to Shultz before the weekly Cabinet meeting
where, it is understood, @ majority of the ministers
strongfy favered flaxibili%x on lsrael's part because
of growing restiveness in American public opinion as
the hostage crisis continues.

U.S, Policy Supported

Peres issued a formal Cabinet statement "support-
ing the U.S. policy of not surrendering to terrorism"
and expressing "concern and sympathy for the vie=
tims of the hijack,” The statement 'rejected the at-
tempt to find non-existent splits in Israel's position
on this matter. " Cabinet Secretary Yossi Beilin
said later that Peres and Defense Minister Yitzhak
Rabin were entirely "in accord".’

It was Rabin, who made public Israel's decision to
release 31 Shiite prisoners, during an appearance on
the CBS=TV “Face the Nation" ram today. He
too stressed that "it is not Iinkmlsoevsr to the

roblem the U.S. and lsrael and the whole world are
cing with the hostages in Beirut. "

He added that Israel had not been asked by the
U.S. to release any prisoners. "This is an Israeli
:ecision to follow what we are bound to do by law,"

e said,

Berri Spokesman Rejects Release

He explained that there is an appeal process to
which every "adminisirative detdinee” in lsrael's
hands has access. The Shiite prisoners, guerrillas
captured in south Lebanon, are not prisoners of war
nor have they been charged, tried or convicted of
any crimes. Their capture was a consequence of at-
tacks on the Israel Defense Force while it was in the
ﬁrocess of withdrawing from south Lebanon. Isael

as said it intended to free them when the security
situation in south Lebanon was stabilized.

Israel’s annouricement brought a prompt negative
response from a spokesman for Nul:ihP Berri, leader of
the Shiite militia Amal, who has been acting as a
go-between in the hostage crisis, The spokesman said
none of the hostages would be released.

Informed sources here said today that Israel will
release Shiite prisoners in small batches over a period
of time regardless of whether American hostages are
freed. But, according to the sources, a point will
come when the U.S. government will indicate to
Israel it wants the release stopped so that some
Shiites remain in Israeli hands, apparently to exd

for hostages.

For the present, both Israel and the U,S, will con
tinve fo describe the releases as unconnected with thel
hijack, Officially they are part of lsrael's ongoing
repatriation of nese nationals detained for a
variety of reasons,

Shultz told reporters in Washington today that "ls=
rael will have to decide for itself what it wishes to
do about these prisoners.” He reiterated there was
no linkage to the American hostoges. He refused to
discuss what military plans if any the Administration
has to rescue the hostages.

The Administration continued to stand tough. The
White House released a statement today saying no con=
cessions will be made to the hijackers.

An International Red Cross spokesman said today he
expected the 3| Shiite prisoners to be freed tomorrow
on the coast road between the Israel border and Tyre,
in Lebanon.

It is not known how many of the 764 detainess at
Atlit have made use of the appeals process Rabin spoke
of. Informed sources said that those who did do not
[ ise a majority of the detainees, The appeal board
|s°:rt'!-lred by a district court judge. Army officers on
the panel include ot least one with legal fraining.
Applicants usually speak for themselves before the
board and the IDF position is presented b&u represent—
ative of the Judge Advocate=General's Cffice.
GREEK JEWISH LEADER VOICES CONCERN
GREECE 1S BEING BLAMED FOR HIJACKING

ATHENS, June 23 (JTA) == The president of -the
Greek Jewish community, Joseph Lovinger, said he was
deeply concerned by the "inflammatory campaign
against Greece" arising from charges in the United
States and elsewhere that lax security at Athens airport
contributed to the hijacking of TWA flight 847 shortly
after it took off from there on June 14,

Lovinger s}:oke against the background of the hostage
crisis still untolding in Beirut where about 40 Ameri=
cans who were passengers on Flight 847 are being
held captive by Shiite Moslem exiremists who demand
that lsrael free 766 Shiite prisoners.

The U.S5. government has issued an advisory to
American citizens against travel to Greece and
some American Jewish leaders have called on Jews
to ott that country. But Lovinger, in a cable to
the World Jewish Congress and its affiliated communi-
ties in 70 countries, issued "a call to our coreligion=
ists” to end a campaign of "grave and unfair accusa-
tions" against Greece.

Claims Greece Made 'Scapegoat’

He expressed regret that Greece, out of all
friendly countries, has been "unjustly singled out as
a convenient scapegoat, " He charged that "a tragic
event is deplorably exploited in order to serve other,
less obvious purposes than airport security at Athens, "
According to Lovinger, wll::rdwi himself as
o frequent air traveler, security af Athens airport is on
a par with that of most other major international air-
ports, except possibly Ben Gurion Airport near Tel
viv.

CZECHS ASKED TO PRESERVE CEMETERIES

WASHINGTON, June 23 (JTA) -~ Ambassador
Stanislav Suja of Czechoslovakia has been asked to
intervene with Czech officials to assure the preserva~
tion of Jewish cemeteries in Czechoslovakia, accordi
Yo Rabbi Moshe Sherer, president of Agudath Isel of
America,

The appeal was made to Suja by o Jewish delega=
tion which met with the envoy in the Czech Embassy.
Sherer headed the delegation which included repre=
sentatives of the Committee to Preserve the Jewish
Cemeteries of Slovakia, The delegation was accompan=
ied by Rep. Stephen Solarz (D. N.Y).
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HERZOG VISIT TO IRELAND SUCCESS
DESPITE FEW TANGIBLE RESULTS,
REFLECTS FRIENDSHIP OF 2 COUNTRIES
By Maurice Samuelson

DUBLIN, June 23 (JTA) -~ While the only tangi-
ble result of last week's five-day state visit by Israeli
President Chaim Herzog to his native land was the
decision by the Irish govemment to abolish the need
for visas for Israeli tourists, the Herzog visit was clear
ly o major success.

A senior Irish government official said it reflected
the warmest friendship between Israel and Ireland and
"enhanced our mutual friendship and respect.”

He added: "It achieved what we intended when
inviting Mr. Herzog and we will now build on it and
hope it will deepen our cultural, economic and polit-
ical relations.”

‘Family Spirit' Is Bond

He also insisted that Herzog's Irish connection had
been only an additional reason for the invitation,
adding, "on the state and personal level, we are
hcp_Roeif has gone as expected. "

official said that the visit's success had in one
way been reduced bzqrhe controversy over the latest
incident in south Lebanon involving Irish UNIFIL per=
sonnel and members of the lsraeli-backed South Leb-
anon Army.

Such differences had been anticipated when the
invitation had been made. Describing the lrish and
the Israelis as outspoken people, he said that they en-
iuyed "exceptional friendship" and that it was "ze
amily spirit that brings us together, "

Herzog Enjoys Applauding Crowds

From Herzog's point of view, the success was evi-
dent in the crowds of applauding, smiling people who
lined the sireets on his walk-about last Thursday
through the former Jewish district of Dublin where he
grew up, He visited his late parents' home and his old
elementary and secondary schools, where a choir sang
the national anthems of Ireland and Israel. He also
opened a Museum of Irish Jewry in a former synagogue

There was also applause for Herzog all over Dublin
as- his motorcade hurled past at high speeds, causing
long traffic jams.

is success was also reflected in the friendly edi-
torials published in the main Irish newspapers on the
xorning of his scheduled departure with his wife,
ura,

Irish Newspapers Praise. Visit

The Irish Times, in a leading article, commended the
Israeli President for having held his ground against the
intense criticism of the previous few days and having
done so with gravity and style,

Describing the Irish-Isaeli relationship as valuable,|
the paper odded: "It deserves to be nourished from
both sides. The President was a welcome visitor. Ire=
land and Israel know each other better, The exercise
has to be recorded as a genuine success.” b

The lrish Independent, which only they day befere
had accused Israel of "arrogance, stupidity or inepti-
fude" in its south Lebanon policy, Friday commented
that the Herzog visit had nonetheless concluded suc~

cessfully.
Noting Herzog"s popular reception throughout the
couniry and himilify to get on very well with

is praise for Ireland's progress.

Eeople, the Independent expressed its appreciation of
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It added: "As an Israeli, President Herzog made
a consistent effort to enlarge our horizons about the
situation in the Middle East and to help us recall
the daily violence which is killing scores of people
every week in Lebanon ... given the circumstances -
over Which the President has no conirol== his visit went
off well, For a while we had among us @ mon born in
Belfast, brought up in Dublin and now the head of a
powerful and sorely=tested state, "

HERZOG BACK IN ISRAEL
By Hugh Orgel

TEL AV1V, June 23 (JTA) -- President Chaim Herzog,
who returned Friday from a five-day State visit to Ire-
land, the country of his birth, said his reception there
was an ptionally warm di ion for a "local
boy" who has become a chief of State.

But the attitude of the Irish, he said,was lexing
in some ways. They are far more concerned by the min=
or disputes the Israel Defense Force and its ally, the
South Lebanon Army (SLA), have had with Irish soldiers
serving in the United Nations Interim Force in Leban-
on (UNIFIL) than they are with the current hijack=host=
age drama still in crisis stage in Beirut, Herzog r

He said the Jewish community in Ireland had ex-
pressed dismay over the clashes between UNIFIL irish
troops and the SLA and amazement that a non-lsraeli
element such as the SLA could dictate relations between
Israel and other countries,

With r t to the political aspects of his visit,
Herzog said that he and Ireland's leaders each made
clear their differing positions on Middle East issues.

But there was also a f:rsge degree of harmony which
would lead to concrete agreements in the fields of agri-
cultural, technological and commescial relations be-
tween the two counfries, Herzog said.

According to observers here, one concrete result of
Herzog's visit will be Ireland's agreement to waive vis-
as for visiting Israelis. But there were no indications

_that either country will soon open an embassy in the
other. At present lsrael's diplomatic relations with
Ireland are handled by its Ambassador in London. There
is no Irish Embassy in Tel Aviv,

ISRAELIS UNHAPPY WITH ECONOMIC PLANS
By Hugh Orgel

TEL AVIV, June 23 (JTA) == Israelis dissatisfied with
the way the government is handling the economic situa~
tion wh‘ll:l:mfed i'hosel:;ho are mﬁsﬁﬁd b lnim—-i‘o—
one, according to a ic opinion isl in
Maariv Friday, The ;:ll wusnpmken lf;ﬂ\guModi'h
Ezrachi Research Institute.

It showed that 86 percent of those asked were dis-
satisfied, 59 percent were "very dissatisfied"”, while
only 11 percent agreed with government actions to
date; 29 percent were "satisfied" and 2 percent
were "very happy".

Asked if the economic package deal should
continue or should be halted, 32 percent said it
should be stopped immediately, 28 percent said it
should be alllowed to run its course for its total six=to=
eight months, while 30 percent thought it should be
renewed again when the present agreement expires.

P

WASHINGTON (JTA) -- The Senate voted last
week to authorize the$250 million economic aid for
Jordan requested by the Reagan Administration. But
it will be spread over 27 months, rather than the 15
months the Administration requested.




