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FEELINGS OF OUTRAGE IN ISRAEL OVER
REAGAN'S VISIT TO A GERMAN CEMETERY
By David Landau

JERUSALEM, April 18 (JTA) -- The White House
announcement that President Reagan, after all, will
visit a concentration camp site when he is in West
Germany next month, has not reduced the feelings
of outrage here over the President's decision ronpﬁqce
a wreath at o German war cemetery where members
of the notorious Waffen S5 -~ the executioners of the
"Final Solution" -~ are buried.

The shock and anger aroused by Reagan's plans
was expressed by national leaders Wednesday night
and Thursday as Israel began its annual Yom Sho'ah,
Holocaust Remembrance Day. It was marked from suns
down Wednesday to nightfarl Thursday with flags at
half mast, all restaurants and places of entertain-
ment closed and radio and television devoted to mus=
ic and broadcasts related to the Holocaust.

At noon Thursday, air raid sirens wailing all ovef
the country brought traffic to a halt, Drivers and
pedesirians alike stood for two minutes of silence
with bowed heads remembering the six million Jewish|
victims of the Nazi regime.

Says Reagan’s Advisers Mislead Him

Former President Yitzhak Navon, presently
Minister of Education, told a Holocaust memorial
service that Reagan's advisers had let him down very
badly by suggesting that a visit to a concentration
camp site would balance one to a Wehrmacht ceme-
tery. There can be no mixing or mingling of the two
commemorations, Navon said,

Premier Shimon Peres, addressing the main memof
ial service at the Yad Vashem Wednesday night, was
obligue in his criticism of the President. While one
can be reconciled with one's enemies, there can
be no reconciliation "with evil. There is no cause
to tear off the yellow star," he declared.

Yitzhak Arad, chairman of the Yod Vashem,
urged Reagan to cancel his visit to the German mili-
fary cemetery at Bitburg where S5 men are buried.
He said the visit would only be exploited by those
around the world who fry to deny that the Holocaust
ever occurred, Gideon Hausner, chairman of the

war criminal Adolf Eichman~ in 196l, stressed in his
address the deliberate failure of the United States
and Britain to fry to save victims of the Holocaust
from death.

Peres, in his address, observed that the Holo-
caust victims were helpless because for them there
was no sovereign Jewish State to flee to. In our
own time, he said, the situation is deteriorating for
South American Jewry and they should choose to set-|
tle in lsrael while they can. He said Israelis must
be prepared to lower their living standards for a long
time in order fo provide the resources for immigrant
absorption. .

THOUSANDS OF HOLOCAUST SURVIVORS
GATHER IN CEREMONY OF REMEMBRANCE
By Kevin Freeman

NEW YORK, April 18 (JTA) ~~ Thousands of Jew
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ish Holocaust survivors gathered last night in a solemn
ceremony of remembrance for the six million Jews
killed in the Holocaust and to commemorate the heroism
of those who fought the Nazis in the JewishGhetto in
Warsaw 42 years ago.

With six banks of candles =~ each bank containing
six steps; each step having six candles -~ flickering
against the black backdrop of the stage where a huge
banner declared in English and Hebrew, "We shall never
forget our six million Jewish martyrs," the need for
remembrance was stressed throughout the evening.

While Governor Mario Cuomo, Mayor Edward Koch
and others referred obliquely to the recent furor sur=
rounding President Reagan's planned visit to a German
military cemetery ==where some 30 Waffen 55 soldiers
are buried -- Rabbi Norman Lamm, president of Yeshiva
University, issued a stiming appeal for Jewish education
as the frue means of memorializing those slaughtered by
the Nazis.

In his keynote address to the thousands inside the
Felt Forum at Madison Square Garden and the hundreds
who listened to the evening$ events outside through a
loudspeaker system, Lamm observed that one response to
the Holocoust was the founding of the State of Israel.
Another, he said, has been "a holy, compulsive drive
to record and testify. We do not want the world to borget
and we do not want to forget,"

Efforts OFf Remembering, Reminding Must Continue

"The efforts of remembering and reminding must
continue, " Lamm said. He soid that as long as revision—
ist historians and as long as the monuments to the dead
at Baki - Yar and Buchenwald make almost no reference to

_ the Jews who perished there, "there will be a need for
Jews to remember and remind."

Lamm said that beyond the memorials, museums,
biographies and accounts by survivors of the Holocaust,
a major role must be devoted to Jewish education and
continuity to ensure that what Hitler attempted to do
will not be achieved by other means == intermarriage
and assimilation.

Lamm and other speakers did not appear to have
toned down their criticism of the President for his plan=
ned visit to the Bitburg cemetery despite the announce-
ment in Washington that he would make a irip to a con-
centration camp. "A courtesy call at a conveniently loc-
ated concentratien camp cannot compensate for the
callous and obscene scandal of honoring dead Nazis, "
Lamm declared.

Cuomo did not refer specifically to the President's
planned Bitbur. cemeferri: visit, although ke warned ¢
against those Wilo deny the exisience of the Holocaust
and whose "true purpose" is anti-Semitism. Moreover; -
he warned about those who attempted to forget the
Holocaust.

"The truth is, even those who are free of anti-
Semitism == even those who are almost certainly sincere
in their revulsion at the Holocaust -- are tempted to for-
get,to declare this ugly chapter of human history closed,
done with, over," Cuomo said.

Naephtali Lavie, Consul General of Israel in New
York, said, "Jews all over the world will struggle nev= ;
er to forget, but the sovereign Jewish nation will always

_ remember .., We must remember that the smoke of
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Auschwitz and Treblinka will evaporate without a
trace, if we allow ourselves to forget, And if, God
forbid, Auschwitz and Treblinka are forgotten, there
will be no meaning left in our existence as a civiliz=
ed society.”

Benjamin Meed, president of the Warsaw Ghetto
Resistance Organization, told the survivors that
"our time is growing short. We are getting older.

e need eacﬂrnther more than ever before .... For
the sake of the future of mankind, let us not allow hi
tory to repeat itself. Let us remember together and
remain together.”

Mayor Koch, who proclaimed April 17 Warsaw
Ghetto Commemoration Day, assailed the President's
decision to go to Bithurg, saying h: "wanted to for=
get what happened, He was speaking for a lot of
people, " the Mayor said referring to Reagan, "who
want to forget what they did, what they allowed to
happen,™

The commemorative event had previously been
held at Temple Emanu-El on Fifth Avenue, a Reform
synagogue that held a capacity crowd of 2,500 per-
sons compared to the 6,088 seats in the Felt Forum,
Meed said the move was made to accomodate Ortho=
dox Jews who were uncomfortable attending a service
in a Reform synagogue, as well as to accomodate a
larger number of le,

The ceremonies last night included the lighting
'~ of the banks of candles by women who survived Nazi

concentration camps, the singing of the Ani Ma'-

amin (I Believe)and the recitation of the Kaddish,
and the lighting of candles by children from the Kin=
neret Day School, a yeshiva in Manhattan, The
commemoration was co-sponsored by the Warsaw

Ghetto Resistance Organization and the Jewish Com=

munity Relations Council of New York.

ROSENNE: ISRAEL AND GERMANY HAVE
'NORMAL RELATIONS' BUT JEWS HAVE NOT
FORGOTTEN HORRORS OF THE HOLOCAUST
By Yitzhak Rabi

NEW YORK, April I8 (JTA) -~ Meir Rosenne,
Israel's Ambassador to the United States, declared
here last night that although Israel and Germany
~ have "normal relations” and diplomatic ties, the Jew

ish people have not forgotten Iﬁe horrors of the Holo=
caust.

A, ting reparations (from Germany) and J
establishing diplomatic ties does not mean rehabilita
tion, " Rosenne, a Holocaust survivor, told more
than 400 people who gathered at Alice Tully Hall
at Lincoln Center for a Holocaust memerial evening.
"We have a long memory and we will always remem-
ber the Holocaust, " he said.

Rosenne, who appeared in the Dialogue Forum
Series, was interviewed by Rabbi William Berkowitz,
founder and moderator of the program..

Rosenne refused to answer any questions regarding

President Reagan's planned visit to the Bitburg ceme=
tery in West Germany where S5 Nazi troopers are
buried, "As a representative of lsrael you don't
expect me to talk on this issue, " he told the audiencd
But the Israeli envoy was prompt in warmning
against the resurgence of neo-nazism and anti=
Semitism around the world, He charged the Arabs
at the United Nations and the Soviet Union official
policy with being the prime instigators of the new
anti=Semitism. He noted that the Soviet Union was
the first country in the world, back in 1964, which
demanded that the UN pass a resolution condemning

Zionism. Eleven years later, in 1975, the UN Gen=
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eral Assembly adopted a resolution equating Zionism
with racism. Rosenne said that the Jewish people
should also be criticized for not fighting enough the
anti=Semitic manifestations of the Soviet Union when
they began in 1964, He said that the Zionism-equals
racism resolution is now a part of elementary sc
text books in many Third Werld countries and that
Koun:; students are therefore exposed to anti=Semitic
atred,

Rosenne, who lit six candles in memory of the six
million Jewish victims of the Holocaust, recalled
that as a young child in Rumania, where he was born,
he had to wear the Yellow Star in 1941, But he said,
that his father told him to wear it "with pride." He
said that as a surviver of the Nazi Holocaust he is
committed to pass on the legacy of those "proud Jews
who died with the name of Jerusalem on their lips."

He said that the State of Israel, the children of
Israel and the children of the survivors, "are the
best answer to those who want to destroy us."

The program concluded with dramatic readings
and music on Holocaust themes.

REAGAN: GERMAN SOLDIERS AND
CONCENTRATION CAMP VICTIMS ARE EQUAL
By Judith Kohn

WASHINGTON, April 18 (JTA) == President
Reagan, defending his planned visit to a German
military cemetery at Bitburg next month, said
that most of the 2,000 soldiers buried there were |
year=old boys conscripted into the army and “they

were victims just as surely as the victims of the concen=
v

tration camps, "

The President, who made his remarks in response to
questions at a White House meeting with a group of
editors and publishers, said he would not cancel his
visit to the cemetery because it would then appear
that he had "caved in" to pressure.

[ think that it would be very harmful and all it
would do is leave me looking as if | caved in in the
face of some unfavorable attention, " Reagan told the
group. His plan to lay a wreath at the cemetery
where at least 30 members of the notorious Waffen

SS are buried, created a furor in the Jewish commun= {

ity, especially as it followed cancellation of a pro=
jected visit to the site of the Dachau concentration
camp,

R nr ted today, in response to questions,
thcrec:ngniellm of the Dachau visit was the result
of a misunderstanding. He said he had been under the
impression that an individual rather than the West
German government had suggested it, But when Chan-
cellor Helmut Kohl informed him otherwise, the can=
cellation was reversed, he said.

White House spokesman Larry Speakes said today
that a suitable site for the President to pay tribute
to the victims of Nazis will be recommended
White House Deputy Chief of Staff Michael Deaver
when he returns here from West Germany tonight,
Deaver, who went to Germany earlier to prepare for
Reagan's trip, was sent cheris week fo find an ap=
propriate concentration camp or other site for the
President to visit.

* ko

BONN (JTA) == A delegation of U.S, officials
visited the site of the former Dachau conceniration
camp near Munich Thursday to see if it is suitable for
a visit by President Reagan when he is in West Ger~
many next month.

)
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BEHIND THE HEADLINES

THE INTERPLAY BETWEEN PUBLIC

OPINION AND THE GOVERNMENT IN EGYPT
By Judith Kohn

(Part Two Of A Two-Part Series)

WASHINGTON, April 18 (JTA) == According to
one Egyptian editor, who spoke with lsraeli journal=
ist Amos Elon shortly after the Israeli-Egyptian peace
treaty was concluded, the Egyptian press had indeed
shown a dramatic turnabout with the onset of peace.

The editor, Anis Mansour, had been confronted
by Elon with quotations from articles Mansour had
published years before in his popular weekly,
October Magazine, calling the Jews "traitors and
bloedsuckers" and declaring that "it isa geodthing Hif
ler slaughtered six million of them." Mansour explain
ed how he, an ardent supporter of the peace process
who prides himself on his vast intellect, could say
what he had said.

"There was a war on when | wrote all that, "
Mansour explained, in a meeting in Cairo related
by Elon in his book, "Flight into Egypt.” “In times
of war a writer's tongue must be his cannon. Today,
| would not write that stuff, of course. No! In times
of war | tell people that their enemies are terrible.
In times of peace 1 say that they are humans just like
themselves, "

, Mansour, said to have been a close friend of Pres
| ident Anwar Sadat, took little time himself, as
relations with Israel became strained, in reverting
almost to the style of his war-year writing.
Living With Confradictions

The ease with which the now retired editor

was able to swing from war to peace propaganda and

ractically back, seems to reflect the shaky psycho-
r ical foundation that had been established for warm)
relations with Israel. When flagrantly anti~Semitic
articles stopped appearing for awhile in the press,
the negative images they presented of the Jews could
hardly have been expected to disappear as swiftly
from people's minds.

Yet, rather than see these images as justification)
for a continued state of war, and rather than reject
them as myth, a common pattern perceived by this

| writer in discussions with many Egyptians was to over-

| look the stereotypes without rejecting them, and
welcome peace with Israel with all the confredictions|
this seemed to imply.

Then came a series of Israeli measures that Egypt

| ians perceived as a deliberate effort to embarrass

| them, orat best, an expansionist compaign insensitive
to Egypt's position: the bombing of the Iraqi nuclear
reactor, annexation of the Golan Heights, settle=
ment policy in the West Bank, and finally, the invas
ion of Lebanon, Whether or not the reactor could pro:
duce a nuclear weuton, the status of the Golan was
reversible, or the PLO was terrorizing northern
Israel, seemed to have no relevance.

Ebb And Flow Of Anti=Semitism

When the anti-Semitic symbols had settled back
into their familiar home in the Egyptian press, a min=
ister in Cairo explained to Prof. Shimon Shamir,
former director of the Israeli Academic Center in
Cairo, the difference between the old and the new
anti=Semitism like this: "The Egyptian elite then
(before the wer) secretly knew in its heart that all
this was xrapugundﬂ, whereas today it knows it to
be true.

DAILY NEWS BULLETIN

Eventually, however, the wrath of autumn 1982
appeared to ef:h, leaving a residue of resentment

used to justify a continued chilly peace, Proncunced
anti-Semitism in the leading daily newspapers came
to appear in spurts, rather than as a conscious and
constant campaign.

In 1983, for example, after Israel released the
findings of the commission investigating the Sabra
and Shatilla massacres, the national press in Egypt
joined with other Arab countries in using the occasion
to churn out a new string of rabidly offensive cartoons
and articles.

Then, the anti-Semitism seemed to fade out once
again for awhile, so that even a Western recder familior
with Egypt's semi-official press was shocked fo see
the old images reemerge sometime loter as if from
nowhere, in the form of an isolated article in one
newspaper, a cartoon in another,

No Equivalent Gushes Of Philo-Semitism

While the worse the relations between Egypt and
Israel the more pronounced the anti=Semitism in the
government-control led press, Egypt's periodic good=
will gestures to Israel have not been accompanied by
any equivalent gushes of philo-Semitism in the leading
newspapers,

The invitation extended to Israel to participate in
Cairo's annual international book fair last January,
for example, was hardly noticeable in the national
press. On the other hand, the opposition papers
predictably turned it into a scandal for their more
critical == though limited == readership.

This year's book fair was not the first such cultural
event in which Israel had participated following
Egypt's effective reversal of the normalization g‘mcess.
An attempt to get negotiations going again on the
Taba dispute appeared to be the motive behind Egypt's
inviting an [sraeli exhibit at the international rade
fair two years ago.

Book Fair Protest

But the protest elicited by Israel's participation
in this year's book fair, after a two=year absence
from the annual event, was strong enough to force the
government to close the entire international wing much
earlier than scheduled. |l; addition to gf&shﬂi‘n the
o ition papers, several partfies, including the
omition gfd I"'arry, mlr:d for a boycott of the
Israeli exhibit.

An alternative fair setwa by the Egyptian Lawyers
Syndicate, a mainstay of Wafd Party support, carried
exhibits of some 20 Egyption publishing houses. Pro=
test demonstrations at the main fair grounds ultimately
brought an early closing to all but the Egyptian wing.

u"Ifﬁis year's trade fair, held in Cairo last month,
brought further protests at the fair grounds, including
the burning of an Israeli and American flag. A num=~
ber of people who participated were arrested and have
since been released.

The trade fair was held just as strong criticism was
appearing in the opposition press of official efforts
to present President Hosni Mubarak's recent visit to
the U.S. as a success.

A Complete Failure Cited
"Egypt's gamble on America to solve our economic
oblems and to persuade Washington to al its
T&l percent support for Israel is a complete failure, "
read an editerial in the Wafd newspaper following
Mubarak's return to Egypt last month,
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Mubarak has sought increased American aid
to Egrpt, as well as renewed U.S. activity in the
Middle East, Specifically, he appealed for a U.S.
meeting with a joint Jordanian-Palestinian delega~
tion that would include PLO members. He left
Washington with no commitments from the White

ouse.

The Wafd editorial chastised the national press
for misrepresenting the results of the trip, "PeoPIe
will know the truth, They must know the truth," the
paper said.

To some extent this criticism from the Wafd and
other opposition groups reflects their frustrations at
the government's continued monopoly over the shap=~
ing of public opinion in Egypt. But it is also a remind
er that public opinion is not entirely dictated by
Mubarak and his regime. The chilly state of relations
with lsrael appears to be as much a reflection of dom+
estic sentiment as it is its creator.

ANNUAL DAY OF REMEMBRANCE
OVERSHADOWED BY REAGAN'S PLANS
TO VISIT GERMAN MILITARY CEMETERY
By David Friedman

WASHINGTON, April 18 (JTA) -- The deep
distress in the Jewish community over President
Reagan's plans to lay a wreath at a West German
military cemetery next month overshadowed the
annual Day of Remembrance ceremony in the
Rotunda of the U.S. Capitol today.

Elie Wiesel, chairman of the United States Holo4
caust Memorial Council, told Reagan's representative]
at the Yom Hashoa ceremony, Secretary of State
George Shultz, "Please be our emissary, Tell those
who need to know that our pain is genvine, our out-
rage is deep and our perplexity is great.”

Shultz did not reply directly to Wiesel. But
he departed from his prepared address to say, "I share|
with you also the deep conviction that there is no
place within the deep spirit we feel of reconciliation
and compassion ... of und wding for those who

" took part in the perpetration of the Nazi horror."

Reagan has defended his plans to lay a wreath
on the graves of German soldiers buried in the Bitburg
military cemetery as part of his effort to mark the
40th anniversary of the end of World War Il in
a spirit of reconciliation.

"What About American Sensitivity'

"We look with understanding upon our govern-
ment’s efforts to deal with German sensitivities,"
Wiesel said. "But what about American sensitivity ?
Did no one consider the pain and the shame some,
if not most Americans, would feel upon leami
that the President of the United States == for W
we have affection and admiration == plans te visit
a ceme;ﬁry in which there are a good number of $$
graves

Rep. Stephen Solarz (D. N.Y.) also declared
that while fribute should be paid to the victims of
the Holocaust "it is not, nor can it ever be appro—
priate, for us to pay tribute to the vil lains whose
service in the Nazi regime made it possible."

Sigmund Strochlitz, co-chairman of the Holo-
caust Memorial Council's Days of Remembrance Com-=|
mittee and an Auschwitz surviver, said itwas wrong
for the Administration to say that reawakening the
memories of the Holocaust would bea"wholesale
indictment" of West Germany,

He said the attempt by Administration officials to
"gloss over" the Nazi atrocities for fear of offending
today's Germans is "not only an affront to the memory
of the victims of the Holocaust and an insult to the sur=
vivors" but is helping "the cause of those who are
attempting to deny tﬂe Holocaust ever took place.”

Paying Tribute To Murderers

A similar charge was made earlier in the day by Sen,
Frank Lautenberg (D. N.J.). At a breakfust meeting
for the Holocaust Memorial Council, he also said
Reagan's decision to visit the military cemetery is "at

‘best insensitive, and at worst an insult to the parents

of the sons of America who were killed by these
e e eing the hope that the President will cha

Expressing t that the President wi nge
his m?ld Lautenberg said that "whatever bizarre

good-wiii comes of it will be offset by the fact that
we pay fribute to murderers.”" He said the President
should visit a death camp instead.

The President's planned visit to the y was

also the center of attention at a Capitol Hill reception
last night given by Senate Majority Leader Robert
Dole (g. Kans.) and his wife, Transportation Secretary
Elizabeth Dole, to launch the drive to raise $100 mil-
lion for the U.S. Holocaust Memorial Museum to be
built here. Sen. Howard Metzenbaum (D, Ohio) told
the gathering that "it would be an abomination" for
Reagan to visit the cemetery and that it cannot be
offset by a trip to a concentration camp.

Metzenbaum initiated a letter signed by 52 other
Senators urging Reagan to cancel the cemetery visit.

Shultz: Wor Criminals Will Be Pursued

In his speech at the Capitol Rotunda ceremony,
Shultz noted that he will be visiting Yad Vashem in
Israel next month, "The images of Jewish suffering
at Nazi hands still burns in our memories, " he said.
"We will never forget and the world must never for=
get the inh ity of w kind is ble when
it disregards the sanctity, the dignity and the human
rights of all men and women,"

Shultz stressed that in never forgetting "the atroc=
ities committed by Hitler .., we will continue to

rsue the criminals who camried out his awful design.
We will bring them to justice no matter how long it
takes."
Sen. Claiborne Pell (D. R.1.) pointed out that the
U.S, hed failed to heIP the victims of the Holocaust
during the war by turning away refugees and by refus=
ing to bomb the railroad tracks leading to Auschwitz.

This was also noted by Wiesel who added that the
Soviet Union was evencloser to Auschwitz than the
U.S, Army and it too did nothing. He said teday,
the USSR and other East European countries are seek—
ing to wipe out the memory of what happened to Jews
during World War 1,

A highlight of today's ceremony was the presenta~
tion of Army Secretory Jchn Marsh of the regimental
colors of 10 army units that liberated death camps 40
years ago, The flags will be displayed in the Holo=
caust Memorial Museum.

* k&

TELAVIV (JTA) = Six lsraeli soldiers were wound=
ed in south Lebanen Wednesday bringing Israel De=
fense Force casualties there to 10 this week, Four
soldiers had been wounded Tuesday.




