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SECOND ECONOMIC PACKAGE DEAL IS
ABOUT TO BE SCRAPPED BY THE GOVERNMENT
By Gil Sedan

JERUSALEM, March 20 (JTA) == The govern=
ment is about to scrap the second economic packagd
deal that took effect last January and revert to an
earlier plan which will give it tighter control over
prices.

The change of course was precipitated by the
13.5 percent rise in the February price index, com-|
pare:r; only five percent the previous month, an
indicafion that the present plan is not working.

It has come under sharp attack from labor,
management and even Treasury officials. Deputy
Finance Minister Adi Amorai affirmed today that the
original package deal which imposed a total
freeze on prices, Wages and taxes was much more
effective.

The original freeze was instituted for a three-
month pericd, November=January. It was replaced
by the second package which was to have been of
eight months' duration and eased up on prices.

Elements Of First Package To Be Restored

Now the government says it will restore ele-
ments of the first package. A total price freeze wil
be introduced for limited periods ~= 5-6 weeks —-
and prices will be adjusted at the end of each per=
iod toreflect real costs, At present, prices increasd
almost daily, consumers are confused and inflation
shows signs once again of running out of control,

Yisrael Kessar, a Labor MK who is Secretary
General of Histadrut, demanded today that the
Knesset force the government to honor its commit-
ments to wage~earners under the present package, He)
charged that the Treasury was holding back cost=of-
living increments which are overdue and said the
workers feel cheated,

It was in response to Kessar that Amorci con=
ceded that the original freeze package had worked
better than the present plan. The economic minis—
ters, meeting with Premier Shimon Peres today, alsq
decided to reinfroduce speedy court action
against businessmen who inflate their prices.

Fight Against Unemployment

Peres said, meanwhile, that he is determined
to avoid unemployment as a means of curing the
economy. He told a Labor Party meeting here that
experts from the United States presently studyi
the economy, and a team from the Internationa
Monetary Fund (IMF) which concluded its own study]
here last week were impressed by the fact that Is-
roel is r}l:e first country in the world to fight infla=
tion without resorting to mass unemployment.

The jobless rate at present i:m':sven per=
cent, which many Israeli leaders say is unaccept-
able by Israel's standards.

ISRAEL! OFFICIALS ONTHE ALERT OVER
FIGHTING BETWEEN RELIGIOUS GROUPS
IN SIDONFOR THE PAST THREE DAYS

By Hugh Orgel

TEL AVIV, March 20 (JTA) -~ Israeli officials
are keeping a sharp watch on events in Sidon wherd
rival religious factions have been fighting for the

past three days. The Israel Defense Force evacuated
Sidon, the largest seaport in south Lebanon, a month
ago and violence erupted there almost immediately.
The latest and most serious battles are between rebel
Christian Phalangist forces led by Samir Jeajea

and forces loyal to President Amin Gemayel, head of
the Phalangist party whom the rebels accuse of being
under the thumb of Syria.

Eight persons have been killed so for this week
and about 60 wounded. Moslem militiamen who have
joined the battle blame Israel for the unrest. The
Syrians, like the Israelis, are keeping a close watch
on the situation but have not intervened directly so far.

IDF Withdrawal Accelerates

The IDF, meanwhile, is continuing to dismantle
and remove stores and equipment from Mt. Barukh in the
eastern sector of the front, the northernmost point in
Lebanon still under Israeli control, The pace of the
IDF's withdrova! has accelerated noticeably in recent

days.

ysAt the same time, army engineers are reconstructing
and strengthening defenses along the international bor-
der which will be the 1DF's first line of defense once
the evacuation of Israell troops from south Lebanon is
completed.

Premier Shimon Peres said yesterday that the

1DF will be out of "almost all of Lebanon" in 8~10
weeks. The border defense will be based, as in the

st, on electronic warning devices, minefields and
Erbed wire barricades, re-enforced by conerete road=

_ blocks. Special measures will be taken to intercept

and destroy booby-trapped cars attempting to enter
Israel,

ADL SAYS IT HAS INFORMATION ABOUT
A NAZ| WAR CRIMINAL IN ARGENTINA

WASHINGTON, March 20 (JTA) -- Officials of
the Anti-Defomation League of B'nai B'rith told a
Senate subcommittee hearing yesterday that it has ob~
tained information that can clearly establish that Nazi
war criminal Walter Kutschmann has been living i
Argentina under the alias Pedro Olmo since 1948,

The officials contend that Olmo can be identified
as Kutschmann by scars on his upper thigh received
when he was wounded while fighting in the Spanish
Civil War, In addition, the ADL said Kutschmann
has his bloed type tatooed under his arm in accordance
with SS practice.

Kutschmann, as an $$ official, was involved in the
mass murder of Polish Jews, including 20 university
professors, together with their wives and children. He
is allegedly responsible for the assassination of more
than 1,500 Jews while chief of Gestapo in Bezazany,
Poland during World War I1.

The ADL officials — Rabbi Morton Resenthal, dir-
ector of the Latin American Affairs Department, and
Elliot Welles, head of the ADL's Nazi war criminals
task force == testified before the Senate Judiciary
subcommittee on juvenile justice hearing testimony
into the whereabouts of the Nazi war criminal,Josef
Mengele.

Mengele, the former doctor at the Auschwitz death
camp, is considered the most notorious war eriminal
sh'lrcn large. He is believed to be in South America,
with the last sighting of him reported in Paroguay. Para-
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guay denies that Mengele is living there. He would
now be 73 years old, The subcommittee was told yes
terday that the Justice Department has enlisted

five federal agencies in the search for the where—
abouts of Mengele. The FBI, the State Department,
theArmy and the entire intelligence community are
helping the Justice Department, according to Steph-|
en Trott, assistant attomey for the eriminal divi-

sion.
"We also have the Drug Enforcement Administra-
tion and the U, S, Murshu?s service assisting our Of=
fice of Special Investigations helping us find this
man if indeed he is sr‘lfluliving," rott told the sub-
committee. The Justice Department began an investit
gation into Mengele's whereabouts last month.

Argentina Gets Evidence On Nazi War Criminal

Rosenthal and Welles, meanwhile, said the ADL
has presented Argentine outhorities with evidence
to support the allegation that Olmo is Kutschmann,
and urgirﬁ the authorities to apprehend the former
Nazi so that West Germany can bring him to jus-
tice, A West German court in 1967 issued a warrant
for the arrest of Kutschmann, accusing him of being
a "murderer” and an'™ y to murder,"
Rosenthal and Welles claimed that Kutschmann -~
who has passed himself off as Olmo, a Spaniard --
was detained by Argentine authorities in 1983 for an
identity check. Despite the fact that the authorities
had available to them extensive information on
Olmo's true identity, the ADL said an Argentine
judge released him on the basis of his claim that
Le is actually Olmo, who was granted Argentine
citizenship in 1950, The ADL officials said the heary
ing only lasted a matter of minutes, and no other
evidence other than Olmo's assertion was consider-

Argentine authorities should have been aware of
the true identity of Olmo for years, Rosenthal and
Welles said. In 1975, Nazi hunfer Simon Wiesenthal
publicly identified Kutschmann as @ Nazi war crim=
inal and photos of him were published in Argentine
newspapers and magazines. In a press conference
in 1975, Kutschmann claimed that his German
accent was due to the fact that he had lived in Ger+
many as a child.

Further evidence of Kutschmann's actual past,
according to ADL records; comes from the V\}::f
German Osram Electric Company, for which Kutsch-
mann had been working in Argentina. A spokesman
for the firm in Munich stated in 1975 that Kutschmanr|
revealed his true identity to the firm,

The ADL said Kutschmann's dossier indicates that
he was born in Dresden on May 25, 1914, but lived
most of his early life in Berlin, He wastrained by
the Luftwaffe prior to joining the Nazi Party in
February, 1940, and the SS in December of the same
year.

Involved In Exterminating Polish Jews

As a 27-year=old SS lieutenant, Kutschmann was
involved in the extermination of Polish Jewish uni-
versity professors and members of their families, The
Argentine weekly magazine Gente reported in 1983
that these executions were part of the Nazi plan
to kill some 5,000 Jewish academicians in order
"o diminish the infellectual potential of the
country."

Kutschmann was subsequently promoted to an
SS post in the Galician town o 'I’;:lrrnopol, later
becoming chief of the Gestapo in Bezazany,
Poland, where he allegedly was responsible for the
assassination of more than {,500 Jews,
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According to SS documents, Kutschmann was
transferred to France during the closing days of the
war but was listed as a deserter in 1945, He report=
e;il{ fled to Spain and finally to Argentina where he
took on his new identity.

JDC HAS RECEIVED $1.9 MILLION FOR
ITS RELIEF PROGRAM IN ETHIOPIA
By Yitzhak Rabi

NEW YORK, March 20 (JTA) == The American
Jewish Joint Distribution Committee {JDC) has receiv~
ed so far $1,9 million in cash donations for its relief
program in famine=stricken Ethiopia, according to
Dr, Saul Cohen, executive vice president of the JDC,

Speaking at a press conference at the Harley Hot-
el, Cohen said that in addition, the JDC has received
donations of 80 tons of goods, such as clothing,
medicine and medical supplies, for distribution in
Ethiopia. He estimated the value of these goods as
being over SLI million.

Cohen said that about $250,000 was used by the
JDC to purchase "Faffa," a high energy food supple=
ment for starving children, The first delivery was made
in the Ibenat feeding station in the Gondar region of

- Ethiopia on March 4, Cohen said. He added that sub=

sequent deliveries of 35 tons a month are planned
the JDC over the next |12 months, The aim of the J
program is to feed some 7,000t0 10,000 children a day,
Cohen said,

According to Cohen there has been in recent weeks
a decline in the amount of donations to help the vic=
tims of famine in Ethiopia "despite the fact that starva=
tion remains a fact of life" in that country.

Two high 'school students from Queens, New York
were present at today's press conference, representing
the students and fucult; of Jamaica High School, who
raised and donated $217,34 to the JDC Ethiopian relief
program. They came to hear Cohen's report on how
the agency used their donations and those of 25,000
other people in New York, in Ethiopia, {

AMERICAN HOOPSTER STRIPPED
OF HIS ISRAELI CITIZENSHIP
By Hugh Orgel

TEL AVIV, March 20 (JTA) =~ The Interior Min=-
istry has stripped American-born basketball star John
Lee Irving of the Herut-sponsored Betar Tel Aviv Basket-
ball team of his Israeli citizenship, saying Irvi esented
forged documents when applying for cirizemnﬁip.

Irving had been signecrfoﬁuy for the Israeli team
while in the United States by officials of the National
Religious Party-backed Elitzur Sports Club, and had
transferred to the Betar Club some time ago. The offi~
cials said that Irving presented papers to show that
he had undergone official conversion to Judaism, which
aofforded him with automatic citizenship.

The Black basketball player acknowledged that he
did not go through any conversion ceremony, saying
he did not need to as his gundmofher had been Jewish,
He said he did not know the document he had been
given to accompany his citizenship request was forged.
Irving played basketball in the U.S, at Hofstra Univer=
sity in New York, .

Maariv reported yesterday that the U.S. branch of
Interpol, the international police organization, had
been asked to investigate and had discovered that the
conversion certificate had been forged. The U,S.
rabbi whose name appeared on the document claims that
his signature had been forged, the newspaper reported.

Rcwding to Israel Basketball Association regula=
tions, league teams may not engage more than one or
two non-citizens, so foreign applicants for team mem~
bership must first take out citizenship — a process
\-l‘vhich is automatic for Jews but can take years for non=

ews.
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RABBIS WHO MEET WITH REAGAN SAY
THE PRESIDENT UNDERSTANDS AND 15
SYMPATHETIC TO SOVIET JEWRY ISSUE
By David Friedman

WASHINGTON, March 20 (JTA) == A group of
rabbis who met with President Reagan today to ex-
press their "anxiety and concern" about the plight
of Soviet Jewry left the White House confident that
the President understood and was sympathetic to the

isue.
"Hopefully, if there is going to be thaw in relation}

between the United States and the Soviet Union
the issue of Soviet Jews will be one of the items on
the agenda, " Rabbi Joseph Sternstein, vice presi=
dent of the National Conference on Soviet Jewry
(NCSJ), said after he and six others hod a brief
meeting with Reagan.

Sternstein said the rabbis did not press Reagan fo
bring the issve up at the Geneva talks on disarma~
ment. But he noted that Reagan and Secretary of
State George Shultz have raised the issue at meet~
ings with the Soviet Union and that the Jewish
community believes that "anything that could be
done will be done” by the Administration.

"That does not mean that we insist or demand
that it (the Soviet Jewry issue) be linked with agree
ments on other issues, " Sternstein stressed, "but that
the issue be there and at every opportunity be
made fo see what could be done. "

Part Of A Congressional Fast And Prayer Vigil

The rabbis were in the White House as part of an
all day convocation on Soviet Jewry sponsored by the
NCSJ and the Synagogue Council of America. They
met with Reagan uﬁzroﬁing among 200 persons
who participated in a rally on the steps of the
Capitol as part of the third annual Congressional
Fast and Pm‘{er Vigil for Soviet Jews. Some 200
members of the House participated in the vigil and/of
fast.

Sternstein said the President appeared knowledge-]
able about the issue and brought up himself the recen
spate of arrests against teachers of Hebrew in the
Soviet Union. The rabbis told the President that "the
American Jewish community will not rest until every
gnuible effort is exerted on behalf of freedom for

oviet Jews,"

This was stressed also at the Capitol rally by
members of Congress and |eaders of rabbinic and
congregational organizations. Rabbi Louis Bernstein,
president of the Rabbinical Council of America
(Orthedox), said the entire Jewish community is
determined not to rest until Soviet Jews have the
right to freely worship and to emigrate.

Rabbi Henry Michelman, executive vice president]
of the Synagogue Council of America, said that all
3,000 congregations in North America will be mobil
ized in this effort. He added that many in the
Christian community "have joined their voices to
ours in a single cry of outrage and protest,”

Need To Stress Soviet Jewish Issue Cited

Both Refs. Robert Mrazek (D. NY) and John
Porter (R, 111.) siressed the i tance of bringing
up the Soviet Jewry issue at all meetings with the
USSR, Porter added that it should not enly be raised
but be "part of the substantive negotiations, "

Perhaps the most optimistic notecame from Rep. ducH '

Kemp (R, NY) who said, "This can be the year in
which we can see a mass exodus” of Soviet Jews "if
negotiations follow through the relationship that is
. beginning to emerge between the United States and
e Soviet Union." He did not elaborate.
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At the White House, the rabbis presented Reagan
with an original silk-screen depicting Soviet Jewry
bK Selma Hurwitz and an illuminated Passover Haggad-
ah.

In addition to Sternstein those participating were:
Bernstein; Rabbi Alexander Schindler, president of the
Union of American Hebrew Congregations (Reform);
Marshall Wolke, president of the United Synagogue of
America (Conservative); Rabbi Gunther Plaut,
president of the Cenfral Conference of American Rabbis
(Reform); Rabbi Alexander Shapiro, president of the
Rabbinical Assembly of America (Conservative); and
Rabbi Ira Korinow of the Union of Councils of Soviet
Jewry.

Ecrlier in the day, the rabbis were briefed on the
issue at B'nai B'rith Intemnational by Joshua Pratt, a
minister counselor at the Israeli Embassy and a
former Jewish refusenik, Evgenia Yudborovsky. Later
many of the rabbis who came from across the country
discussed the issue with their Senators and Representa=
tives. The day ended with a reception at the Israel
Embassy hosted by Ambassador Meir Rosenne.

ENTIRE TALMUD ON TAPE
By David Landau

JERUSALEM, March 20 (JTA) == The transfer of
the entire Talmud to cassettes has just been completed
here by Rabbi Shabtat Sabbato, 35 of the Werld
Zionist Organization's Beit Midrash Letorah Yeshiva .
The achievement was marked this week af a ceremony
attended by the two Chief Rabbis, Knesset members,
scholars and WZ O leaders.

There are |,000 cassettes containing 1,500 hours
of Talmud study, They will enable busy would=be stud~
ents o imbibe Talmud study while driving or (on Walk-
men) while engaged in othef i8f=Tnfellectual pursuits.

The explonations and commentary offered by Sab~
bato also enables persons unfamiliar with Talmudic
exegesis to follow the Talmudic texts with relative
ease. The cassettes comewith drawings and diagrams
where these are necessary for a fuller comprehension
of the subject matter,

According to Sabbato, anyone whe listens to
the fapes for one hour a day will be able to complete
the entire Babylonian Talmud within four years. The
universal "Daf Hayomi" == one page o day == program
takes seven years.

-

JERUSALEM (JTA) == The second International
Young Leadership Assembly which concluded at Sdom
lost week, resolved to establish two new bodies in-
volving Israeli~diaspora relations. The Israel Forum, a
voluntary organization, will ona permanent basis, Jeep-
en the dialogue between Israeli and diaspora Jews
with the aim of benefiting Israeli society. A second
resolution called for the establishment of a permanent
Jewish Service Force that would recruit Jewish youth
overseas for voluntary work in Israel. It is expected to
activate thousands of Jewish youths each year,

* ok

PARIS (JTA) -= Rumanian Chief Rabbi Moses
Rosen was elected to a seventh term as ¢ deputy in
the Rumanian National Parliament in Tuesday's elec~
tions. Rosen ran as an independent candidate from
Burcharest's fifth district which covers what was
once the city's Jewish quarter. Rosen was first elect-
ed to the Rumanian Parliament in 1957 and has served
continuously since then,
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ADVISOR TO ISRAEL| PREMIER SAYS THE
HEAD OF ISRAEL'S GOVERNMENT SHOULD
ASSUME LEADERSHIP FOR WORLD JEWRY
By Gerald Reagan

NEW YORK, March 20 (JTA) - Avraham
Burg, a leader of the Peace Now movement in ls-
rael who was recently appointed advisor on diasporal
affairs to Premier Shimon Peres, told a group of Am-
erican Jewish leaders yesterday that the head of
Israel's government should assume the leadership for
world Jewry.

Addressing Jewish leaders for the first time in
his new capacity, Burg said it is time for someone
to set "the Jewish agenda for the Jewish people. "
He said this task was best suited for the Premier.
Burg's remark was made in one of the calmer mom=
ents of an often vehement 90-minute exchange of
views with 40 invited Jewish leaders in the head~
quarters of the World Jewish Congress-American
Section.

"How do | make the State of Israel a fact in
their life in the same way that it is a fact in your
life?" he asked, referring to Jews living outside
Israel. "It is time to rethink our priorities. Project
Renewal will take a top place, " as will Jewish
education in the effort to combat assimilation,
"the silent Holocaust."

Burg, 30, who was wounded in a grenade at-
tack against Peace Now demonstrators in February
1983 that took the life of Emil Grunzweig, talked
about the problem of accomodating Judaism in the
formulation of Israel's policies.

"I'd love the Prime Minister to be a rabbi "
said Burg, who wears a yarmulke and is religious.
"There are issues which touch both subjects == poli-
tics and Yiddishkeit, " he said. "How do you
make territorial compromise the way the Labor
Party wants to if it is a Jewish territory ?" asked
Burg, speaking of the West Bank,

Several in the audience asked him about his
affiliation with Israel's peace movement. "As for
Peace Naw, " said Burg, "that's my religion, that's
what | want." His activism "is not the issue, " Burg
maintained. “1'm not the Israeli government. | rep=
resent the Prime Minister., "

Burg, who has never lived away from Israel,
said that what has been called his inexperience with
the diaspora can be avercome,

Invitation For Diaspora Jewry Involvement

He said he wanted to extend "an open invita=
tion for involvement" to diaspora Jewry. "What
you want to do in the State of lsrael, come and
tell me," he said. If it is something "that is not
beyond the very fabric of Israeli society, you are
welcome to Iy to bring it about,”

"] believe there is a diaspora with which we
can build a relationship, something beyond the
dollar," Burg said, shortly after opening his
comments with a defense of his credentials for his

new E:ﬂ.

) rg, who is the son of Religious Affairs Min=
Ister Yosef Burg, the leader of the Mational
Religious Party, listened to comments and fielded
questions from a broad spectrum of American Jewish
opinion ranging from Herut on the right to Ameri=
cans for Progressive Israel on the left.

Rabbi Joseph Karasick, chairman of the WJC
Executive Committee, in calling the meeting to an
end, offered his assessment of Burg's candid en-
counter with American Jewish leaders. "Avraham
went in like a lamb and went out like a lion, " he
said,

PARTICIPANTS IN UJA MISSION TO
ISRAEL PLEDGE $679,295 FOR

1985 REGULAR UJA CAMPAIGN PLUS
$200,310 FOR PROJECT RENEWAL

JERUSALEMf March 20 (JTA) -= Participants in
the United Jewish Appeal Ambassadors Mission in=
creased their pledges to the 1985 UJA Federation
campaign to fé?‘? 295, a 32,3 percent rise over their
gifts last yeor, foflcming a call by Premier Shimon
Peres to "make a great hope into a new reality." In
addition, participants pledged $200, 310 to Project
Renewal

"We are pleased with the fund-raising results,"
said Bernard Borine of Philadelphia, a UJA national
vice chairman and chairman of the mission. "And
the mission participants are now well able to serve
as unof’ficiur‘:ombussudors of the people of Israel to
their home communities, to help bring American and
Israeli Jews closer together."

Peres told the 8l participants, who represented I4
local American Jewish communities, that he was
confident diaspora Jews will join with Israelis and
help Jews everywhere realize a better life.

He acknowledged that Israel has major economic
problems, which he said were largely the result of high
defense costs. But he noted that the people of Israel
were working hard to overcome their problems. He
asserted that he is confident they would succeed with-
out endangering national security.

During six days of intensive programming, mission
participants were briefed by three former Ambassadors
to the EG.S.: Defense Minister Yitzhak Rabin; Knesset
Member Simcha Dinitz; and Avraham Harman, chan-
cellor of the Hebrew University.

They also met with Yaacov Barmore, director of

blic relations for the Jewish National Fund in
T:‘cel, who was Ambassader to the United Nations;
Reuven Dafni, vice chairman of Yad Vashem, who
was Ambassador to Kenya and Thailand; and Haim
Aharon, who was Ambassador to Colombia and is
now head of the Immigration and Absorption Depart=
ment of the Jewish Agency.

The Americans visited Jewish Aie programs in
action in Project Renewal neighbor s directly
aided by their home communities; absorption centers
for newly arrived immigrants; Youth Aliya villages for
distressed teenagers; settlements in the Arava; and
facilities of the American Jewish Joint Disiribution
Committee, all cided by the UJA/Federation
campaign,

SOME 200 ISRAELIS LIVING ABROAD ASK
TO HAVE THEIR CITIZENSHIP WAIVED

JERUSALEM, March 20 (JTA) =~ About 200 Israelis
living abroad, most of them in the U.S., have asked
the Interior Ministry to waive their lsraeli eitizen—
ship, the Ministry announced today. They made the
request because of the recent steep rise in the travel
tax imposed on lsraelis going abroad. The purpose is
to discourage foreign travel and conserve currenci‘r.

Israelis living overseas said the new tax, whic
applies only to citizens, would make it difficult for
them to make their periodic kifs home. Each time
they wanted to leave they would have to pay the
travel fax which amounts to $150 plus 15 percent of
the air fare.

PR

JERUSALEM (JTA) ~= Gen, Amnon Shahak of the
Central Command issued a ban Wednesday on polit-
ical demonstrations in the West Bank. It applies to
Jewish as well as Arab residents of the territory but
Shahak did not rule out exceptions.



