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LAW OF RETURN AMENDMENT DEFEATED BY
62-5| VOTE IN FIRST KNESSET READING
By Hugh Orgel

JERUSALEM, Jan, 16 (JTA) -~ The contro-
versial amendment to the Low of Return demanded
by lsrael's Orthodox religious establishment, was
defeated by a vote of 62-51 on its first reading in
the Knesset today.

The voting was largely along party lines, Labor
MKs opposed it, following the lead of Premier
Shimon Peres who called the measure devisive,
Likud joined the religious bloc in su of the
amendment . But three Likud Liberals broke ranks
to vote against it. Another Likud MK abstuined
and five were absent from the chanber,

The voting was preceded and followed by
acrimonious debate that spilled into the Knesset
corridors after the balloting, Members of the differ
ent Orthodox factions not only denounced the non=
religious MKs but traded insults with each ofher
over the defeat.

The amendment drew a powerful response from
non- religious and secular Jews abroad,
particularly in the United States, when it was
placed on the Knesset agenda last week . They warm+
ed in messuges to Peres and other Israeli leaders that
its adoption Would create a serious rift between
dicspors Joury and the Jewich State.

he Law of retum defines a Jew as a person
bom of a Jewish mother or converted. ThP:rpmposed
amendment would have added the words “according
to halacha" which would invalidate conversions per
formed by non-Orthodox rabbis in Israel and abroad|
The converts and their offspring would not be recog
nized as Jews in lsrael,

Peres Sums Up Opponents' Case

Peres, summing up the case against the amend=
ment, called for national unity. "Our generation
was called upen to find a way of ensuring the
continuity of the Jewish people in times of change
and great dangers, " he told the Knesset, "A way
must be found to unify the people, not to cause
rifts.” During the week's discussion on the amend-
ment, Peres reminded the proponents of the measure
that ithe gates of Auschwitz were open to all Jews,
Orthodox and non~Orthodox, so surely the gates
of Jerusalem must be open to all Jews."

Peres exgiained that the Law of Retum, asoriginally
formulated by the Knesset years ago, was a Zionist
law rother than a religious measure and was not con
cemed with mafters of religion or personal status,

The amendment went down to defeat when it was
brought before the Knesset last year, under the
sponsorship of the Agudat Israel party, This time
it was introduced as a private member's bill by
MK Avner Sciaky of the National Religfous Party.
Its most vigorous proponents were menbers of the
Hobad Hasidic movement, acting on orders from
Habad uarters-in New York,

Although all of the religious parties backed if,
those within the unity coalition were technicall

not bound to take retaliatory measures against the
govemment. The Orthodox Shas faction, which holds
the Ministry of Interior, had threatened to leave. In
the event, only one of the four Shas MKs announced
he would resign, Yaacov Yosef.

One Labor MK, Rabbi Menachem Hacehen, support—
ed the amendment. He had been released from pﬂr%
discipline out of respect for his rebbinical status. The
three Likud Liberals who voted against it were Sarah
Doron, Ariel Weinstein and Dan Tichon.

Two Likud ministers were dbsent ~= Minister of
Commerce and Industry Ariel Sharon, who is in New
York, and Minister of Tourism Avraham Sharir; three
Likud MKs, Eliahu Ben~Elissar, Pessah Gruper and
Uriel Linn were also absent, as was Rabbi Meir Kahane
of the Kach faction.Bennie Shalita of Likud abstained.

FRANCE IN ARMS DEAL WITH ARABS

PARIS, Jan. 16 (JTA) == France is dbout to deliver
20 Mirage-2000 jet combat aircraft to Abu Dhobi and
is on the vergeof signing a contract with Saudi Arcbia
for 20 or more of the highly sophisticated supersonic
planes, the State~owned news agency Agence France
Presse (AFP)reported today.

According to the report, the Saudis want the aircraft
for their own air force and "on behalf of another Arab
country" not identified. The AFP report said Abu Dhabi,
a Persian Gulf oil producer, will pay for the Mirages
with 15 million tons of oil. Most of Abu Dhabi's oil is
extracted by a French company, Compagnie Francaise
de Petroles-Total,

The Mirage=2000 has been operational in France
since last summer and has been sold abroad. Egypt order~
ed 20 of the aircraft, Greece and India 40 each and
Perv, 26, It is manufactured by the Dassault Co, which
is still run by its Jewish-bom founder, Marcel Bloch=
Dassault, whe is 92,

CONTROVERSY OVER EFFORT TO
OPEN PLO OFFICE IN ARGENTINA

BUENOS AIRES, Jan, 16 (JTA) == The news media
here are devoting an extraordinary amount of space to
the Arab propaganda effort aimed at opening a PLO
office in Buenos Aires and the subsequent reaction by the
DAIA, the representative Jewish body in Argentina,
which sought the direct intervention of President Raul
Alfonsin in opposing this development,

The World Jewish Congress, in a survey of the med-
ia, noted that the fraditional moming paper, La Prensa,
in its lead editorial entitled "Historic Truth," speaks
out categorically against the introduction of the PLO in
Buenos Aires, and believes that the recent propaganda
barrage was meant to be a trial balloon,

Ambito Financiero, the main business daily, fore-
sees a confrontation between the Jewish and the Arch
communities, It writes; "The Ardbs will insist that Ar=
gentina grant room for a PLO office, but their pressure
does not seem sufficient to make up for the pressure
which the Jews will be exerting in the opposite direc=
tion, "

According to the Latin American branch of the WJC,
arguments in the government in fovor of the PLO office
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