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THEWHO IS A JEW AMENDMENT
WILL HAVE ITS PREUMINARY READING
IN THE KINESSET ON ‘WEDNESDAY
By David Landou

JERUSALEM, Jan, 14 (JTA) == The controversial
Who is a Jew amendment to the Law of Return will
have its preliminary reading in the Knesset this Wed
n

The fssue was forced by nine MKs of the religious
bloc in parlioment who requesred today that the mo={
Embbe plncid on the agenda. Premier Shimon Per;

as been seeking a postponement or a compromise
some sort but the Orthodox camp is adamant.

This apparently is because they smell victory,
Political cbservers said today that the amendment
which would invest the Orthodox rabbinate with
the exclusive right, by law, to determine who is a
Jew, could get through the Knesset this time, at
least on its first reading.,

The Fate Of The Measure

According to the chservers the fate of the meas-
ure will depend on just how many and which MKs
are in the er at the time of the vote. The
Whe is. a Jew amendment was decisively defeated
the last time it came before the Knesset, sponsored

el Eurry.
" it is in the form of a private rr:ub!!r's

. Its most vigorous proponents are not the relig=
ious parties themselves but the Habad Hasidic move|
ment in Israel, acting on crders from the move=
ment’s i

he Orthodax po
the Lobor-Likud unity coalition is anxious to avoid
a showdown over the measure. The religious parties
in the coalition have served unofficial notice that
they will leave it if the amendment is defeated,

s passage, however, could cause a serious rift
with the Reform and Conservative movements which
represent a majority of affiliated Jews the world
over, particularly in the United States.

Peres Cites Worrisome Problem

Peres, addressing a luncheon of the Foreign
Press Association in Tel Aviv, said the cutcome
would not affect his coalition Cabinet because the
issue has been raised in a private member's bill
and the Ccbinet therefore does not face the conse=
quences of the vote.

"The problem which really worries me is the divi<
sion in Jewish life, between the diaspora and Israel,
my efforts are aimed at keeping our people
together and: united. Judaism was always a pluralist{

ic concept == a nation which was dble to keep to-
gether despite its different streams, " Peres said,

u Wamings From U.S. Jews

The Low of Return defines a Jew: as a person bom
of a Jewish mother or converted. The amendment
would add the words “occording to halacha. " In
practice this would mean that conversions perform=
edb[y non-Orthodox rabbis in Isael or abroad
would be invalid and neither the cenverts nor their
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offspring would be recognized as Jews in lsrael,
Peres has already received urgent warnings from
Conservative and Reform leaders in the U.S, that
adoption of the amendment would create a deep div=
ision among Jews and a rift between the non=Orthodox
branches of Judaism and the Jewish State. (See
separate story..
Precarious Political Situation
Nevertheless, the political situation
precarious, Although the religious parties in the
government represent only a small minority, their
defection eour; bring down the shaky unity cealition.
and Likud are very much aware of this and
would prefer not to alienate the Orthodox factions.
According to political cbservers, most Labor MKs
and some Likud Liberals will vote against the amend—
ment, Buta muiui?' of Likud especially its Herut bloc,
joined by the smaller rightwing parties, are expected
to support it, That could give the amendment a narrow

in lsrael is

e.

Peres met with Orthodox MKs last night to try to
Ecsi'pme the vote. Rafi Edri, chairman of the Labor

arty's Knesset faction that a debate be

held Wednesday but the actual vote be ed for
a month, Another possibility is for the Premier to ask
for the right to reply to the bill and then take several
weeks to prepare his reply.

But the Orthedox, led by the Habad rabbis, are
clreody lobbying vigorously to corral doubtful votes to
their side,

U.S, RELGIOUS, SECULAR LEADERS
URGE ISRAELI POLITICAL LEADERS TO
RESIST REDEFINING WHO IS A JEW
By Kevin Freeman

NEW YORK, Jan, |4 (JTA) == Representatives of
2! American Jewish religious and secular organizations
teday called on political leaders in Israel to resist de—
mands by the Orthodox religious estdb lishment for an
amendment to the Law of Retum to redefine Who is a
Jew. (See separate story for Orthodox statement. )

In addition, n-e% Jewish leaders urged that
Israel establish an intemational commission, compesed
of representatives of the major branches of Ja«ism-
ious and communal life, to meet in Israel with Orth-
odox sE:egnal "in the hope of working out an agree=
ment that would prevent the deep divisions in Jewish
life we fear if the proposed legislation is passed. "

The American Jewish leaders held a news conferenc:
today at the headquarters of the Union of American
Hebrew Congregations (UAHC), Reform, where they
issued a joint statement in response to Israeli Premier
Shimon Peres’ apparent willingness fo seek a "compro-
mise" with lsrael 's Orthodox religious parties on the
volatile issve of Who is a Jew.

‘Secondary Jewish Citizenship' Rejected

Speaking at the news conference, Rabbi Alexander
Schindler, president of the UAHC, said, "We cate=
gorically reject the notion that there is some sort of
qualitative distinction between one kind of Jew and
another ... We reject the notion and refuse to be re~
duced to a kind of secondary Jewish cifizenship. We
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categorically refuse to be beggars at Jerusalem's
gate. " Other Jewish leaders were equally adament
in their opposition to any revision in Israel's Law
Retum. Gerson , chancellor of the Jewish
Theological Seminary of America (JTS), said
the proj amendment is "an attack on Torah and
e right of people to interpret the Torah, "
David Gordis, executive vice president of the
American Jewich mittee, said that while the
AJC is "neutral on religious matters ... We are not
neutral dbout the right of individuals and groups.
throughout the world — including Israel — to make
their :vdm v-elii ious choices; rnd we Gl;e uno;ll!’ad:ly
opposed 1o religious monopoly and political bigotry.
Phyllis Kaplan, o nmicg?u board member of P:g\
eer Women/Na'amat, said her organization opposed
the amendment on the basis that "Judaism is a multi
foceted, religious and cultural civilization whese
development continues to this date, Therefore, we
support the right of all Jews fo practice any form
of spiritual expression whether religious or secular
which transmits Jewish values."
Statement By The Organi s
The issued by the 21 organizations
said, in part:
"The self-serving demand of a group of Orthodox|
spokesman in Israel that they be recognized as the
sole interpreters of Jewish religion, and s?eciﬁc-
ally that their autherity to de ine the legiti

Hebrew Union College; Labor Zionist Alliance;
Mereaz; National Federation of Temple Brotherhoods;
National Federation of Temple Sisterhoods; Rabbinical
Assaﬂblz; United Synagogue of America; Women's
League for Cmsarvuﬂvg:gudu'lyn; World Union for Pro-
gressive Judaism; and the Zienist Organization of
America.

OKTHODOX LEADER URGES THAT
PROPOSED CHANGES IN THE LAW OF
RETURN BE TEMPORARILY PUT ASIDE

NEW YORK, Jan, 14 (JTA) =~ Harold Jacobs,
esident of the National Council of Young lsrael,

Fos called upon American Jewish leaders o urge lsreli
officials to temporarily put aside proposed changes in
the Low of Retum and other issues so that government
officials there can direct their full aftention fo the cur
rent economic crisis in ksrael

Noting that “the divisive isswe of Who is a Jew'
should not be allowed to divert attention from the des=
perate economic crisis which threatens the very future
of the Jewish State, " the lox |eader nonetheless
said he supperted “the ultimate goal of estcblishing
halacha, traditional Jewish law, as the sole basis for
determining the Jewish identity of any convert under
the Law of Retum."

Jaccbs assailed Reform and Conservative leaders
in the United States and Israel for "misleading the Jew-
ish public over the proposed changs in the Law of

in
of conversions performed outside [srael be spelled
out in the secular law of lsrael, is morally and
religiously offensive to us.” The statement added:

"The proposed change in the Law of Retum would
do violence to te principle of Jewish unity and
jeopardize the senseofsolidarity that binds the Jew-|
}sb le everywhere to the State of Israel,
In deciding whether a conversion performed in the
Diaspora is or is not authentic, basing their opinion
not on how the conversion was performed but who
performed it, the Israeli rabbinate and ... the state|
‘would arrogate to themselves authority over the
religious lives of Jews throughout the world, "

Furth  the said the amends

could result in Israel becoming a force for "inject=
ing divisiveness” in Jewish life, instead of acting
as a force of unity. The Knesset, the statement

| said, "should not attempt to legislate religious homd=

geneity, Religious differences are fo be resolved

neither by majority vote nor by coalition politics,
| The issue of Who is a Jew must ulﬁmux;]x be resolv+
: ed among the religious groups invelved.

A First-Time Suggestion
The proposal for an i

Retumn. " g to Jacoebs, "the proposal would
only re=affirm the some standards of Jewish identity ac~
cepted by the Jewish Yecplo for over 2,000 years,
and which are currently applied by the Israeli govem=
ment in all Law of Retum cases. "
CABINET CONTINUES DEBATE ON
UNILATERAL WITHDRAWA L FROM LBBANON
By David Landau ond Hugh Orgel

JERUSALEM, Jan. 14 (JTA) == The Cabinet met
in extraordinary sesion foday fa confiue rhf d}ﬁrj,
begun yesterday, on a plan for the unilateral pl
withdraval of the lsrael Defense Force from south

=

The ministers convened this aftemoon and were
still in session by evening, A substantial majority is
expected to e the plan which is strongly suppori=
ed by Premier Shimon Peres and Defense Minister
Yitzhak Rebin, A hard core of Likud ministers, includ=
ing Deputy Premier Yitzhak Shamir, the leader of
Li%:d, are known fo be opposed,

But the strongest advocate of the plan at today's
session tumed out fo be Deputy Premier and Heusins
Minister Eavid Levyl,‘ a Likud-Herut and x} mlarf?l
voice in his party, His support was seen as likely to
several Likud waverers to join the Lgor

to resolve the continued dispute on the Who isa
Jew amendment to the Law of Retum is the first
| ‘time such o suggestion has been offered, di

Party ministers in backing the withdrowal,
Two More Israeli Soldiers Killed

to Schindler, who recalled that American religious
and secular organizations have been forced to con—
front the proposed amendment some |4 times, The

| most recent was last August,

Besides the UAHC, the AJCommittee, the JTS
and Pioneer Women/Na'amat, other signators of
the joint statement Were: American Jewish Con-
gress; Americans for Progressive Israel; Association
of Reform Zionists; B'nai B'rith; Central G

As the Cabinet met, Israel Radio announced that
two more Israeli soldiers were killedand a number
wounded in south Lebanon in separate incidents today.

The Cdbinet received a detailed briefing on
the withdrawal plan from Rabin and senior IDF officers
at its regular weekly session yeﬂerdnr which lasted
six hours. It reportedly calls for a pull-back in three

i to allow the defense

stages, with pauses in between
b shment and Yo study the situation

of American Rabbis; Fedsration of Jewish Men's
Clubs; Federation of Reconstructionist Congrega=
tions=Havurot,

e o
befere continuing.

The ministers are considering the unilateral option
because of the apparent failure by Israel on,
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after months of

negotiations, to reach a military
and . Neverthel.

the talks at Nakura are continuing, although they

| Were ski:red last week. The negotiating teams are
scheduled to meet again on Thursday but the consen=
sus in Israel is that there is little chance the im-

| passe will be broken.

Seeking A Compromise Formula

At today's special session, which may run well
into the night, supporters and opp of the plan

the best way to achieve peace is direct negotiations
between Israel ond the Ardb states. Kalb, who
accompanied Shultz in Geneva, made his debut today
as the spokesman at the daily State Department brief—
ing after years of sitting on the opposite side as an
Ngc and CBS televisicn reporter,

Kab's comments came after he was questioned
about published reports that R. Mark Palmer, Deputy
Assistant Secretary of State for Evropean Affairs,
went fo Israel and Egypt last week to tell the two

| appeared to be seeking a compromise formula.
According to lsrael Radio, the controversy surrounds
specific mention of retuming the IDF to positions be-|
hind the intemational border.

Justice Minister Moshe Nissim of Likud, who op~
poses the plan, was said to have proposed a resolu=
tion to approve its first phase without specifying the
| subsequent stages, The first stage would remove the
| IDF from the south Lebanese coastal town of Siden

and its environs, a hotbed of hostility foward Israels

| - who has taken Independent positions on
Lebanon in the past, angrily spumed the notion that
support for the proposed pullback implied lack of
cencem for the security of Israel’s northem fowns
and settl "What is the al ive? How
long shall we stick there (in Lebanon)? Months?
Years?" Levy reportedly asked his colleagues in a
forceful plea for support of the withdrawal plan.

He wamed that simply redeploying the IE along

|anew semi=permanent line in south Lebanon =~ as
some ministers suggested —— would endanger the ar
and mean more casualties at the hands of the hostile
Shiite Moslem population .

Peres Discloses Some Details

Several hours before the Cabinet met Iodag,
eres, addressing a luncheon meeting of the Foreign
Press Association in Tel Aviv, disclosed some details
of the withdrawal plan. He said each phase would
e short enough not to require the IDF to dig in on
new lines but long enough fo allow Lebanon and Syr-
fa sufficient time to make “orderly armangements, '
He stressed that the withdrawal plan would en-
sure security for Israel and avert a "lood bath® in
south Lebanon after the | DF departs. He declined to
say how long complete withdrawal would take, Ac-
cording to reports yesterday, the three stages would
be spread over g 69 mon‘lxg period,
NO AGREEMENT REACHED ON U,S,.-USSR
TALKS ON MIDEAST, ALTHOUGH U, S, WOULD
LIKE TO DISCUSS 1SSUE WITH THE USSR
By David Friedman

WASHINGTON, Jon, 14 (JTA) = The United
States has told the Soviet Union it would like to dis-
cuss the Middle East and other regional fssues but
no agreement has been made to hold such talks, the
State Department said today .

epartment spokesman Bemard Kab said that
Secretary of State George Shultz, in his talks with
Sovier Foreign Minister Andrei Gromyko in Geneva
last week, "noted U.S. interest in holding" such
talks but said an agreement for the talks by Mideast
experts from the two countries would have to be
scheduled through diplomatic channels,

But Kalb stressed that the U, S, still opposed an
Intemational conference, which would include the
Palestine Liberation Organization, on the Middle
East proposed by the Soviet Unien becouse it believ

that the U.S, and the Soviet Union plan
1o hold talks on the Mideast. But Kalb said he "under-
stood” that Palmer went to Jerusalem and Cairo to brief
the two govemments about the results of the Geneva
talks on nuclear disarmament .,

The spokesman noted that President Reagan, in his
address to the United Nutions General Assembly last
Septenber, "noted our interest in policy level discus—
sions about regional prob lems with the Soviets. We
would include the Middle East as a possib le area of dis-
cussion, As the President said == the dbjectives of such
a political dialogue are to help avoid miscalculations,
reduce the potential risk of U,S,=Soviet confrontation
and help the people in the areas of canflict to find
peaceful solutions, "

Reading from a statement on this issve, Kalb added:
"We have continually urged the Soviets to take a con-
structive approach toward the efforts to find peaceful
solutions to regional E’rélans. In this connection, we
continue to believe that such an intemational conference,
is not a productive approach_in the search for peace.

"The only realistic path to peace is direct negotia=
tions among the parties directly concemed based on
'UN Security Council Resolutions 242 and 338, a pro-
cess the U, S, has encouraged in the Camp David ac:
cords and President Reagan's September |, 1982 inifia-
tive"

Asked what the U,S. position on the Mideast is
now, Kalb replied, "The United States is ready to re~
sume its role as co=partner in the search for peace in
the Middle East whenever the parties are prepared to

i e remain itted to the conditions set
forth in the President's Septemberl, 1982 initiative and
on the basis of those positions we would work with the
parties fo achieve a negotiated settlement.,"

LATE NEWS DEVELOPMENT
CABINET APPROVES IDF WITHDRAWAL

JERUSALEM, Jan. 14 (JTA) ~= The Cabinet voted
16-6 tonight to approve a three-stage withdrawal of the
Israel Defense Force from south Lebanon, The first
stage, expected to take five weeks to complete, will
puﬁ the IDF out of the coastal town of Sidon and its
environs,

Under the plan, the second stage will pull the IDF
out of the northeast sector of south Lebanon and the
final stage will bring it to the intemational border.
No timetdb le was given for completion of the second
and third stages, Defense Minister Yitzhak Rabin ex=
plained that the fiming has been left flexible and
would be determined following a review of the effects
of the first stoge.

The dissenting votes were cast by Deputy Premier
and Foreign Minister Yitzhak Shamir, leader of Likud,
and five Likud colleagues —— Moshe Arens, Avraham
Sharir, Moshe Nissim, Meoshe Katzov and Haim Corfu,
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SPECIALTO THE JTA
A DIFFERENT KIND OF COMMENGEMENT
By Gil Sedan

NABLUS, Jan, 14 (JTA) -- For two-and=-a=half
hours last Thursday, inside the unfinished ing
garage at the Arcb university, A-Najoh, it seemed
as though there was no Israell occupation here, as if]
one was attending a national event in an independ—
ent Palesfinian state,

Cheerinﬁ Palestinians -~ an estimated 2,000 to
3,000 people == attended the fourth commencement
exercises at the university which has often been the
scene of violent clashes between Arcb students and
Israeli soldiers.

They sang nationalist songs, chanted Palestin-
ian slogans and listened to patriotic speeches, ag-
ainst the backdrop of a huge red-white-black l;::ies-
tinian flag hanging in the rear of the garage ~ an
absolute no=no by the standards of the Israeli auth=
orities. But the army kept away from the university;
it did not intervene.

As a rule, political gatherings in the administer=
ed territories are forbidden, Any exception must re~
ceive prior approval from the military authorities,
and this is rarely given. The

est — families in the West Bank, He was greeted at
the commencement ceremonies like a kinﬁ; The crowd
rose and applauded when he entered the hall, Al-Masri
‘waved at them gratefully. As he stood on the podium
he saluted the crowd, like a general reviewing his
troops. The honor was well deserved. -

1t can be said that without the Al-Masi family,
the university would not exist, Al-Masri — like the
late Meir Weisgal, who travelled around Jewish com—
munities on behalf of the Weizmann Institute of Science
in Rehovot == often travels around the Ardb world, rais-
ing funds for the university, He serves as the chairman
of the Board of Trustees and is often involved in deli-
cate negotiations with the student body, on the one
hand, and the Israeli military autherities, on the other.

This is almost a "mission impossible. The authori~

ties have reportedly made it clear that they will toler—

ate no political activities inside the universities which
they regard as instruments for incitement in a delicate
political situation,

the A=Najah campus, as on
ivity on the i pus, a3

cere~
mony at A-Najah gave the Palestinian elite a gold-
en opportunity to hold a political rally disguised

as a purely academic event, Nobody who attended
had any doubt that this was, indeed, a political
rally.

Distinguished Guests And Visitors

As the 48] graduating students entered the hall
to the strains of the Palestinion national song,
Mawtini (My Country) and raising "V" signs with
their fingers, the crowd cheered with enthusiasm,
‘Women, whose children studied at the university,
yelled iraditional expressions of joy.

Among the crowd were many of the national
leaders, most of them deposed from their official
positions — Bassam Shaka, who was removed as
Mayor of Nablus, and Karim Khalaf, deposed May-|
or of Ramallah,

Next to them sat a distinguished guest, Wat
Clevarius, the American Consul General in East
Jerusalem — quite openly an expression of Ameri=
can interest in the quality of life of the Palestinians|
under Istaeli occupation. U.S, Secretary of State
Gec:;_;e Shultz has often expressed interest in the
development of Arab universities in the territories.,

The participants did not hide the fact that they
regarded A-Najah ~— and seven other tniversities
in the temifories — as symbols of national renais~
sance. The university's management likes to com=
pare it with the Hebrew University in Jerusalem, and|
the role it pla: n the early days of the Yishuv.

A=Najal al University (its official nome)
is the largest university in the remitories, It was
founded in 1918 as an educational institution. In
1941 it became « college, and in 1965 it was frans=
formed into a teachers' training institution. Under Is
raeli rule, in 1977, itbecame a university, It grew
from several hundred students at the beginning to
3,100 students now,

The driving force behind the unive is Hikmat
Al-Masri, a r Speaker of the Jordanian Porlia~
ment, still known for his close ties with King Hus-
sein and with the Egyption leadership. Al-Masri is

mo: P in the » e stud-
ents' lives. The student body is controlled by Al Fatah

PF with sirong ition from the Moslem
Brotherhood..

Studies at the university were resumed only a month
ago after a four-month ban, The sanction was i
on the students after they held a nationalist exhibition
which displayed, according fo the authorities, elements
of incitement, Such closure orders have become a part
of the univarsity routine.

The authorifies close the university, then theve is
a quiet period, followed by another exhibit or a demon=
stration which triggers a severe reaction on the part of
the military. Asa rule, though, the military refrains
from intervening in most indoor activities os long as it
is not considered incitement.

The i in political
and the frequent closures of the university does not
enhance the standards of the Arab universities in the
territories.

Prcblem Of Job Opportunities

But the major problem facing the graduates is lack
of job opportunities. OF the 481 graduates this year,

hold dagrees from the arts and economics facu ffes.
There are three faculties for joumalism in the territories,
but there is hardly a need for that m joumnalists.

It is estimated that there is @ of some: 13,000
university graduates in the territories working ot jobs
for which they were not trainedbecause they could
ot find jobs in their professions.

Unemployment, however, is not widely felt in the
territories, Those who want to work can find jobs
either in Israel proper or closer fo home. But the shadow
of ! it hung over the
at A=Najoh last Thursday, 1t also hangs over Isweli

officials in charge of the territories know that un=
employment in the ferritories is not only a social and
economic problem, but may well have serious security

implications,
A hungry, hostile lation may be much more.
unpleasont thon a population that so far has had little

to complain dbout so far as their standard of living
goes.

a member of one of the most prominent == and rich~




